
BLUEPRINT FOR VOLUNTEERING
    Habitat for Humanity´s Global Village program

KYRGYZSTAN

Global Village offers 
international volunteers the 
opportunity to take part in 
the ”hands on” construction 
or renovation of homes in 
more than 40 countries around 
the world. Participating in a 
Global Village team offers a 
unique travel experience and 
an unforgettable opportunity to 
be fully immersed in the local 
community. Team members 
experience great personal 
growth through cultural and 
linguistic challenges, and 
return to their home countries 
transformed.

Join a Global Village team and 
you can make a difference in the 
lives of Kyrgyz families in need 
of a simple, decent place to live. 
You might just find your own 
life changed as well. 

WHAT IS GLOBAL VILLAGE?

?
DID YOU KNOW

HABITAT FACTS

Families served: 
more than 7,200

Construction types: 
Cane reed housing
Renovations and completion of 
half-built houses

Hosting season: 
Bishkek: April - October
Barskoon: May - September

Team size: 
5-15 volunteers

Number of volunteers hosted: 
more than 440

Building together for a brighter
future

Kyrgyzstan is one of the poorest of the former Soviet 
republics, with few natural resources. After the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, Kyrgyzstan experienced 
a major population shift as people from villages 
moved to cities looking for a better life. This caused 
massive housing shortages in many areas. 

Inadequate housing is a common feature of both 
urban and rural life in Kyrgyzstan. In many cases, 
entire floors of families in apartment buildings share 
one unsanitary toilet. It is not unusual for three 
generations of the same family to be crowded into 
a single room with no bathroom or running water. 
Less than 17% of the population has access torunning 
water. Substandard housing in Kyrgyzstan provides 
poor protection from bitter winters and scorching 
summers, yet families endure those conditions 
because they cannot afford anything better.

“Kyrgyz” is derived from the word 
for forty. It is possible that the Kyrgyz 
people were originally forty families or 
clans. 

Kyrgyzstan is famous for its walnut-
fruit forests that are the largest natural 
walnut forests in the world. 

Kyrgyzstan has one of the world‘s largest 
mountain lakes, lake Issyk—Kul.
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Jalil Sasykulov and his wife Nazira have three daughters: Tolukaym, Sezim 
and Myrzaym and baby boy Ulukbek. For more than 7 years, the family were 
renting two rooms in a shared house. Although there was hot water, it was 
old and had small rooms. One room served for all the purposes - as a living 
room, study room, a room for the kids to play and sleep in. In 2005, the family 
received a piece of land from the municipality and spent all their savings but 
only managed to build foundations, walls and roof of their future house. The 
rest was done with Habitat´s help. “When you have to rent different places to 
live, you dream about your own place. When Habitat makes your dream fulfilled 
and you have moved in your own dream house you start thinking about comfort 
and safety for your family. You think about people far away who care about 
families in Kyrgyzstan.  You again start to believe in human kindness.” says Jalil.

MEET A HABITAT FAMILY “
“

CONTACT

WHAT DO THE VOLUNTEERS SAY?

“This experience was valuable beyond any 
personal cost. I am amazed at how much was 
provided with the money that was available. 
I did not expect so much to be done for us. I 
leave richer than when I arrived because of 
the people with whom I have spent the last 
two weeks. What I have received, learned and 
been taught is a priceless gift“.

Logistics
How to get there
Teams arrive by international flight to Bishkek for all project 
locations. Most flights arrive early in the morning.
Bishkek: Bishkek airport plus 40 min by bus/minibus.
Barskoon: Bishkek airport plus 6 hours by bus/minibus.

Transportation
The hosting staff will make arrangements for transportation 
from the airport, and a representative from Habitat 
Kyrgyzstan will meet the team upon arrival. Depending on 
the size of the team and destination, transportation typically 
takes the form of a private minivan and driver.

Lodging
Volunteers will be housed either in hotels or private 
apartments in Bishkek or a house in Barskoon. 
Accommodations in Kyrgyzstan can best be described 
as minimalist, but safe and clean. Habitat has reserved 
apartments very conveniently located in the center of the 

city in a large Soviet-era apartment building. Apartments are 
furnished and clean, and each apartment has a telephone. 
Kitchen facilities are offered in case   volunteers wish to cook 
by themselves. There is one bathroom per apartment that has 
bathtub, shower facility and toilet. In Barskoon,
Habitat rents a house which is set-up dorm-style with 4 
to 6 persons per room. There is an outdoor latrine and an 
outdoor steam bath.

Food and water
Breakfast: In Bishkek, the participants prepare breakfast in 
the apartment. In Barskoon, breakfast is prepared for the 
team at the house.
Lunch: Prepared by families and served on the worksite
Dinner:  In Bishkek, dinner is served at local restaurants. In 
Barskoon, dinner is prepared for the team at the house.
Water: Tap water is not sanitary to drink in Kyrgyzstan. 
Purified, bottled water will be provided throughout the day.

Habitat for Humanity International 
Europe, Middle East and Africa

The Global Village Program

Phone: +421-2-3366 9000
www.habitatemea.org
gv.emea@habitat.org

KYRGYZSTAN

Join us in a 
journey of 
adventure, life 
enrichment 
and joy, choose 
a place and 
start making a 
difference now!


