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Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

Itôs been said that the only constant in life is change, 
and there has been quite a bit of change in recent 
weeks. In the midst of disorienting shifts in the 
political landscape in various countries, and closer to 
home changes in staff here in our congregation, 
Lamentations 3:19-26 has been on my mind:  

ñThe thought of my affliction and my homelessness is 
wormwood and gall! My soul continually thinks of it 
and is bowed down within me. But this I call to mind, 
and therefore have hope: The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end, 
they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.ò 

I remember as a young boy in a worship service at 
Calvary Church in Lancaster, Pennsylvania standing in 
worship with my grandmother and singing the famous 
hymn based on this verse, ñGreat is Thy Faithfulness.ò 
My grandmother took my little hand into her own, 
looked down at me and said, ñScott, this is my 
favourite hymn.ò It has been one of my favourites 
since then and has always been a source of inspiration 
and hope in transition times that are troubling or full 
of uncertainty.  

Two other helpful quotes have emerged in recent 
weeks: The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said at 
one of his SCLC conferences, ñDifficult and painful as 
it is, we must walk on in the days ahead with an 
audacious faith in the future!ò And 
from a pastoral colleague: ñDo not 
miss the opportunity in every 
crisis!ò  

In fact, even in these turbulent 
times, there are signs of Godôs 
continuing faithfulness and love. 
For example, there are almost 60 
people attending the current ALPHA course, and we 
had a tremendous start to the Thurber lectures with 
Rev. Cleve Tinsley IV and Dr. Matthew Russell (if you 
didnôt see it, you can watch the video posted on our 
website), and the first Womenôs Gathering of the year 
with Alexia Rabé was a great success. Serve the City is 
up and running with new leadership in place, and we 
are looking forward to welcoming two new colleagues 

to serve as interim pastoral leadership for the Youth 
and Young Adults ministries.  

At a recent reception I was able to meet one of the 
leaders of one of the Alcoholics Anonymous groups 
that meet at the ACP, and he shared the story that 30 
years ago he was drinking a bottle of vodka a day. He 
walked into the Thurber Room for an AA meeting, and 
he said it was ña miracle.ò He has been sober and 
helping other to gain sobriety ever since. Two weeks 
ago I met with two Muslim sheikhs and a rabbi to 

learn more about their experiences in France. I hope 
that we will be able to welcome them to share more 
about how God calls us to live together in peace. 

At the end of this month, we will celebrate The 
Transfiguration , and then on 1 March we will enter 
into the season of Lent with an Ash Wednesday 
evening service. Please take time to remember that 
there are opportunities for you to grow in your 
awareness of Godôs faithfulness, and explore what it 
means as we ñSeek the shalom of the city where I have 
sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, 
for in its shalom  you will find your 
shalom...ò (Jeremiah 29:7). Whether it is a small 

group, or provocative Thurber 
Lecture, or one of our regular 
Sunday worship services or Atelier 
concerts, or simply a personal time 
of renewed faith and repentance, 
there are many opportunities for 
you and your family and friends to 
grow and mature as disciples of 
Jesus.  

Even in this time, I pray that we will call to mind Godôs 
great faithfulness and steadfast love and continue to 
grow as a community which not only receives but also 
shares Godôs mercies. Remembering Godôs presence 
and work in our midst, I pray we will live with 
audacious hope in the future! 

      In Christ,  

9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǳǊōǳƭŜƴǘ ǝƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ  
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ 
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Sunday Womenôs Fellowship  

Sunday, 26 February 

12h15-13h30, Library 

¢ŜǊƛ [ŜŜ ±ŀƭƭǳȅΣ !/t ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ tǳǘ ¸ƻǳǊ CƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ 

²ƘŜǊŜ  ̧ ƻǳǊ CŀƛǘƘ LǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 

ǿƻƳŜƴϥǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ мнƘмр-моƘол ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦ /ƻƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ   

Bible readings for February 
р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ  рǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ  
tǎŀƭƳ ммнΥм-ф ώмлϐ 
LǎŀƛŀƘ руΥм-фŀ ώфō-мнϐ 
м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ нΥм-мн ώмо-мсϐ 
aŀǧƘŜǿ рΥмо-нл 
  
мн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ  сǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 
tǎŀƭƳ ммфΥм-у 
5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅ олΥмр-нл ƻǊ {ƛǊŀŎƘ мрΥмр-нл 
м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ оΥм-ф 
aŀǧƘŜǿ рΥнм-от  
  

мф CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ  тǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 
tǎŀƭƳ ммфΥоо-пл 
[ŜǾƛǝŎǳǎ мфΥм-нΣ ф-му 
м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ оΥмл-ммΣ мс-но 
aŀǧƘŜǿ рΥоу-пу 
 
нс CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ   ¢ǊŀƴǎŬƎǳǊŀǝƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
tǎŀƭƳ н ƻǊ tǎŀƭƳ фф 
9ȄƻŘǳǎ нпΥмн-му 
н tŜǘŜǊ мΥмс-нм 
aŀǧƘŜǿ мтΥм-ф 
 

!ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ !/t 

м aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ мфƘ 
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Salam: Islam & Peace 

Thurber Lecture  
with Dr. Tariq Ramadan 

By Rev. Tim Vance, Associate Pastor 

Mindfulness Meditation Group 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ  - мнƘлл ǘƻ моƘмр - wƻƻƳ Dт 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΣ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ 

ŀǎ ƛǘ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ hǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊΥ bƻǊƳŀ WŜŀƴ 5ŜŀƪΣ ŀ ƭƻƴƎǝƳŜ ǇǊŀŎǝǝƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ aƛƴŘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ-.ŀǎŜŘ 

{ǘǊŜǎǎ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴΦ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ bƻǊƳŀ WŜŀƴΥ ƴƻǊƳŀƧŜŀƴŘŜŀƪϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

Imagine this common movie script: There is a peaceful 
rural village somewhere around the world.  One day a 
stranger (likely played by Matt Damon or Tom Cruise) 
arrives in a remote village wounded or lost or on the run 
for some unknown reason.  This outsider eventually is 
welcomed into the village and taught the meaningful 
ways of a simpler life.   

Then one day a violent gang or an invading army comes 
to threaten this simple way of life.  With this turn of 
events we discover that the outsider is actually a former 
warrior or soldier with extensive military experience 
and training.  So, of course, he begins to train these 
peaceful villagers how to fight.   

One of the things he may do to train the villagers is to 
stuff straw into old clothes so that the villagers have a 
dummy or ña straw manò to practice fighting against.  
They learn how to use their weapons by hitting or 
attacking these fake ñstraw manò opponents.  

This is great, but as you can imagine, fighting a straw 
man is quite different than fighting a real person who 
can defend himself or herself.  This type of ñtrainingò is 
sort of like a lecture on Islam (or any other world 
religion) that is taught by and attended only by 
Christians.   The straw-stuffed religion can be easily 
challenged and defeated with little to no resistance. 

The straw-man approach is certainly left wanting, but 
perhaps we also need to reject the whole battle 
metaphor.  You see, the heart of the gospel message 
from beginning to end is Godôs loving pursuit and care 

for all people and all things.  Even when a particular 
group is chosen to uniquely follow God, the purpose for 
being chosen is to bless all people (Gen. 12).  And in 
Jesus we clearly see that God is an enemy-loving God 
(Matt. 5:44) who calls us to love our neighbor (Luke 
10:25ff). 

If we are to love people who are different and have 
different perspectives and beliefs, it certainly seems that 
we can start by allowing them to have their own voice 
and speak for themselves.  And if they are speaking, 
then perhaps without preparing our rebuttal, we can 
listen. 

This might just be an important step in seeking to follow 
Godôs call in Jeremiah 29 to seek the shalom or peace of 
the city and world that we live in.  It is for this reason 

that we have invited Dr. Tariq 
Ramadan,  Professor  o f 
Contemporary Islamic studies 
at Oxford University, to speak 
on the topic of Salam or Peace 
in Islam for our next Thurber 
lecture on Thursday, 9 
February starting at 19h00 
(with a meal).  

We may not agree with everything that Dr. Ramadan 
will have to say and that is fine.  But perhaps, if we 
listen, we will discover not just differences, but common 
ground that can help Christians and Muslims (in this 
case) to seek the peace of our city together.  

 

Thurber 
Lectures  

19h00: Dinner in the Thurber room  

19h45 -21h00: Presentation, then Q&A  

All are welcome.  

If dining, please bring a donation to offset costs.  

https://webmail1c.orange.fr/webmail/fr_FR/read.html?FOLDER=SF_INBOX&IDMSG=42008&check=&SORTBY=1
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Premarital counseling  

The American Church in Paris recommends all couples preparing to get married 
to seek counseling  before the ceremony. Premarital counseling is available to 

anyone who would like to prepare for, and establish the strongest marriage 
possible to the glory of God. It helps couples  

¶ to explore strength and growth areas  

¶ to strengthen communication skills  

¶ to identify and manage major stressors and/or cultural and personality 

differences  

¶ to resolve conflict using the 10 -Step Model  

¶ to discuss financial planning and budgeting  

Premarital Counseling is not  restricted to our local members or those preparing to get married at the ACP.  

Please contact our Wedding Coordinator for more information at: weddings@acparis.org  

Wedding Blessing Ceremony 
at The American Church in Paris 

 
Significant Marriage Seminar  

In this seminar, couples are led, inspired, and 
challenged to discover how God wants to use their 
unique marriage to make a difference. This weekend 
seminar will teach couples to be intentional in creating 
a plan together to become all God has created them to 
be as a couple. 

The seminar will be led by the founding couple Dave 
and Mary Gothi. You can find out more about them 
here: www.TheSignificantMarriage.com 

24-26 February at the American Church in Paris 

Friday 24: 19h30 - 22h30 (registration at 19h00) 

Saturday 25: 9h00 to 17h00 

Sunday 26: 12h30 to 18h30 

 

.ǳǘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛƭŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƻƴ ƛǘǎ 
ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ  

   - WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ нфΥт 

mailto:weddings@acparis.org
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Valentine's Day and 

wedding blessings 

By Rev. Jeff Powell, Visiting Pastor 

Valentine's Day will be on Tuesday 14 February. It is a 
day to express your love to your loved ones. But 
Valentineôs Day isn't all about roses, sweets and 
expensive dinners. Did you know that it has a historical 
background too? It wasn't created by greeting card 
companies just to sell cards and sweets. It's actually a 
church-sanctioned holiday deemed by Pope Gelasius in 
498 AD.  

St. Valentine's Day began as a liturgical celebration of 
one or more Christian saints named Valentinus. The 
most popular story of martyrdom associated with St. 

Valentine was that he was 
i m p r i s o n e d  f o r 
performing weddings for 
soldiers who were 
forbidden to marry, and 
for ministering to 
Christians who were 
persecuted under the 
Roman Empire. During 
Valentine's imprisonment 
he is said to have healed 
the daughter of his jailer 

Asterius. Legend states that before his execution he 
signed a letter to her "from your Valentine" as a 
farewell, urging her to stay close to God. 

Paris is a romantic destination for couples and I will 
officiate at a wedding blessing at ACP this Valentine's 
Day. When I celebrate a private wedding blessing I 
share with the couple the different types of love, which 
includes romantic love. What follows is an example of 
what I might share:  

"The Bible talks about three kinds of love that 
you share. 

The first word for love in the Greek in the New 
Testament is the word philia , which means 
friendship. You began your relationship as 
friends. You appreciate each otherôs company, 
share similar values, and enjoy doing many 
things together. Friendship is a wonderful 
foundation for a good marriage, but friendship 
alone doesnôt bring you to the altar today.  

You share special feelings toward one another that we 
call romantic love. The word for this love in the Greek 
is eros. There is a beautiful love poem in the Bible in 

the Song of Solomon. The Bible says this love is a gift 
from God to be enjoyed in a relationship of 
commitment that you share. May you experience the 
heights of romantic love throughout your life together.  

Friends and lovers ð but there is a third 
kind of love that the Bible speaks of. The 
Greek word for this love is agape, which 
is unconditional love, Godôs love, a love 

that seeks the good of the other no matter the cost. 

The writer C. S. Lewis says that friendship and 
romantic love donôt have within themselves the 
resources on their own to be all they are meant to be. 
They need more. They need Godôs love. We see this love 
in action in the life of Jesus who gave his life for his 
friends and even those who rejected him. This 
unconditional love enables you to forgive one another, 
to start again, and to fulfill the vows that you will make 
to one another today. 

You promise to love for better or for worse, even when 
romantic feelings pass and you donôt feel like friends 
any more. The Bible uses the metaphor of Christ as the 
Bridegroom and the Church as the bride. Whoever we 
are as Christians, we are called to love one another with 
that kind of love.  

Itôs a disinterested love that doesnôt look after oneôs 
own interests, but those of the loved one.  That is 
serious stuff. The traditional wedding ceremony ends 
with each person saying, ñThis is my solemn promise 
and vow.ò You need Godôs grace to honor those vows 
and truly take them seriously.  

But being solemn or serious doesnôt mean 
that you put on a sad face on this day. 
Weddings are joyful occasions. Jesusô first 
miracle was at a wedding in Cana where he 
turned water into wine. Jesus enjoyed 
parties, dinners, and special celebrations 
with all kinds of people. My advice to you is 
also not to take yourselves too seriously, but 
let the joy of Christ and his forgiveness, 
grace, and enabling power go with you 
throughout your life together."  

Wishing you and your loved ones a Happy Valentine's 
Day! 
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Originating in Left Bank studios in 1895, the Atelier Concert Series became part of the cultural 

activities at the American Church in Paris during the early 1930s. These concerts provide a 

performance opportunity in Paris for talented musicians of all nationalities. 

A different program is offered each Sunday evening at 17h00, September through November and 

January through June. There is no admission fee, but a free-will offering is taken at the door to 

support the series. For the schedule of concerts, see http://acparis.org  

3ÕÎÄÁÙ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ  

Sunday 5 February 17h 

Sunday 12 February 17h 

Sunday 29 January 17h 

Sunday 19 February 17h 
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The season of movable feasts begins later this 

month. The Christian calendarôs year-end 

holidays are mostly fixed ï Halloween and All 

Saintsô are always 30 October and 1 November, 

Christmas is always 25 December ï but soon we 

start the cycle of feast days pegged to Easter, 

whose date varies from year to year. 

Easter can be as early as 22 March or as late as 

25 April. This year it is on the late side, 16 April. 

As the Lenten period preceding it is traditionally 

a time of self-denial and repentance, many 

Christian societies through the centuries have 

found it only natural to party extra hard in the 

days before Lent begins. 

This period, usually called Carnival, culminates 

in the celebration known as Mardi Gras (ñfat 

Tuesdayò) or Shrove Tuesday (aka Pancake Day 

in the UK). Christians are meant to dedicate the 

day to reflection on their sins ï a sort of stock-

taking so that when Lent begins on the following 

day, Ash Wednesday, they know exactly what 

they need to do penance for. 

Human nature being what it is, however, many 

historically saw Carnival as a time to stock up on 

the eating and behavior that would soon be 

denied them. To make all this gluttony and 

merrymaking seem less shameful, masks and 

costumes became a standard feature of the 

season in many places. The famous Venice 

Carnival (this year 11-28 February), for instance, 

includes a contest for best mask. 

Since meat was among the ñfatò foods forbidden 

for Lent, butchers were often involved in pre -

Lenten festivities. The highlight of the weeks-

long Carnaval de 

Paris was the 

Promenade du 

Boeuf Gras (ñfat 

steer paradeò), 

which originally ï 

from 1739 and 

probably earlier ï 

took place on ñfat 

Thursdayò or 

another day in the 

week before Lent. 

The parade was later moved to Mi-Carême, the 

Thursday midway through Lent (Carême), when 

people in France would take a break from fasting 

and penitence. But by the early 1950s, all these 

festivities had been abandoned, despite periodic 

efforts to revive them. 

Carnival in France 
By Rebecca Brite 

Their rebirth came in 1998, 

when Basile Pachkoff, an 

artist, managed after five years 

of effort to launch a Shrovetide 

parade in eastern Paris that 

combines many of the features 

of the Carnaval de Paris and 

the Promenade du Boeuf Gras 

ï including, sometimes, the 

bovine special guest. 

Itôs not yet known whether that guest (a cow, not a steer, and 

not especially fat, judging by recent photos) will make an 

appearance at this yearôs Promenade du Boeuf Gras on Fat 

Sunday, 26 February. But all the other key ingredients are 

definitely to be expected: costumes, clowns, bands, choirs, etc. 

This yearôs theme is La Ronde des fruits et légumes autour du 

monde ï roughly, ñthe dance of fruit and veggies around the 

world.ò 

The parade starts from Place Gambetta in the 20th 

arrondissement, with people gathering from 1pm and leaving at 

2pm, ending up around 5pm at the Place de la République, 

where participants expect to party into the night.  

A mid-Lent parade takes place one month later, on 26 March: 

the Womenôs Carnival, also known as the F°te des Reines des 

Blanchisseuses (queens of the laundresses, the trade honored 

by the historical event).  

However, the best known Shrovetide events in France take 

place far from Paris. The Carnaval de Nice, possibly the worldôs 

oldest (mentioned as early as the 13th century), runs 11-25 

February this year and features multiple parades, including the 

celebrated Batailles de fleurs, in which flower-decked floats 

ñbattleò for the title. After last summerôs terrorist attack, the 

parade route has been changed this year to strengthen security. 

And donôt forget the 

Carnaval de Dunkerque, 

attested from the early 17th 

century. It starts in January 

but the round of balls and 

other events really picks up 

s t e a m  i n  F e b r u a r y , 

culminating in the main 

parade in central Dunkirk on 

Fat Sunday (26 February this year) and not completely winding 

down till after Easter. Watch for the giant figures of Reuze Papa 

and his family and guards. 

Dunkirkôs Carnival has its roots in the departure of the fleet for 

the Icelandic fishing grounds, so donôt be surprised to have a 

smoked herring or ten flung at you by city officials when the 

parade stops at City Hall! 
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The Serve the City Mission Project is a direct aid 

mission, providing food, necessities, and resources to 

anyone in need, regardless of gender, color, or 

nationality. There are nearly 20 ACP 

volunteers serving up to 150 meals 

five days a week to the less fortunate 

in and around Paris. We strongly 

believe in basic human rights for all.  

We at Serve the City Paris are 

overwhelmed with gratitude and 

thankfulness for the 100+ volunteers 

from ACP, local schools and 

community groups, universities from 

both Europe and America, and 

corporations and business leaders from around the 

globe who participated in our homeless ministry 

program over the past year. 

Our daily Prêt à Manger food 

distribution program with the store 

in Neuilly -sur-Seine was a highlight 

of 2016, with teams of volunteers 

providing their time and energy 

every weekday. Our Saturday 

sandwich and breakfast ministries 

expanded, going from two to four 

times per month. Teaming up with the American and 

International schools of Paris, we gathered shoes, 

clothing, blankets, and additional winter wear to 

provide necessary warmth to those who are broken and 

with little help.  

Through our corporate programs with WorkDay and 

Salesforce, we distributed  fruit along with a toiletries 

kit, to offer a higher level of comfort, good health and 

hygiene. We organized missions at the Adriatic 

University, AUP, and St John's campuses, so that 

students could participate and learn 

how great the needs are right here in 

this beautiful city.  

Serve the City Paris can't thank our 

supporters enough for all of your 

generosity in 2016, and we trust that 

in 2017 we can serve even more of the 

less fortunate on the streets of Paris. 

We make a call to you! 

Everyone can serve our city. It isnôt 

hard to do. We can all do it even without Serve the City. We 

are the one who serve our city. Each of us is surely 

saddened by the heartrending needs of the homeless, and 

ache to relieve the suffering somehow. Our desire to help 

those in need, and do something for our community can be 

met quite easily, actually. We can simply walk out of our 

home and reach out to the homeless in our neighborhoods. 

Handing out a sandwich on our way to work or pouring an 

extra cup of coffee to give to the guy by the bakery is 

something we can all do in a 

few minutes. We can also give 

them one of our extra 

blankets, or buy them a 

sleeping bag - or give them a 

smile, a ñBonjour!ò or ñCa va?ò 

Even that can brighten a day!  

We are ALL Serve the City. Wherever we are, we can 

make a difference. Serve the City encourages you to make 

a difference now. Come and cross the line. 

Serve the City - at its best in 2016 
By Jurie Ane Feleo and Jim Hobbs 

Prêt à Manger relaunch : 30 January, Monday to 

Friday 

Volunteers meet weekdays at 8h at the Prêt à Manger store 

at 118 Avenue Charles de Gaulle, 92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine. 

We then split up in teams and distribute food to the 

homeless and needy, until 10h at the latest.  

P l ea s e  co m e  j o in  u s !  E ma i l  u s  a t 

ParisServetheCity@gmail.com 

IŜƭǇ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ōȅ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ 

ǳƴǳǎŜŘ ƻǊ ƴŜǿ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎǎΦ DƛǾŜ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 

ǘƻ ŀ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !/t ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

{ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
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²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎΣ ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ǇǊƻƻŦǊŜŀŘΣ Řƻ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΚ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƭƛǎƻƴ .ŜƴƴŜȅ 
ŀǘ {ǇƛǊŜϪŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎΦ bƻǘŜΥ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ {ǇƛǊŜ ƛǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ мт CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ  

Yes! That's it! I want to serve the Lord with fervor and 

be devoted in brotherly love. But how do I do that? The 

short answer is pray . When I get close to God, I'll be able 

to discern His guidance. Get close to God, and He will 

guide you; He'll guide us all. 

That's how I started writing letters 

to prisoners. Carolyn Bouazouni, 

who runs the ACP prison ministries, 

told me about our prison work in 

Ghana through our missionary 

there and about our new prison program here in Paris. 

Wow, that's amazing,  I thought. I'm going to pray about 

that ministry.  So, onto my prayer list it went. Some time 

after, the Lord expanded my involvement with the prison 

mission ð He led me to write. I now write monthly letters 

to the prisoners served by ACP's missionary in Ghana, 

Anna Cobbinah of The Living Truth Foundation.  

God has blessed me by allowing me to serve Him. He has 

given me words, developed my writing and allowed me to 

use it for His glory. Much of what I do is done at home, 

another blessing! I need electricity, a working computer, 

the Internet and the Lord. There are so many things I 

cannot do ð I do not know how to successfully navigate 

Twitter; I do not know how to hold a tune (although a 

joyful noise I can make); I do not know how to draw, use 

Excel, and so many other things. But I do know how to 

type; I do know how to use the English language, and I do 

know that God will work through me if I let Him.  

So, I prayed. He guided, and I followed. 

It is my understanding that the men to whom I write have 

all accepted Jesus; I refer to them as ñbrothersò in my 

letters. However, I am told that the letters get read aloud 

by guards, too; not everyone who hears the letters knows 

Jesus, and the letters go out to four different prisons. So 

by using the gifts God's given me, by making myself 

available, His inspiration through my words is going 

around the world and touching I don't know how many 

people. That is such a humbling notion, and I'm pretty 

sure it's meant to be. God uses this clay jar to do that?! 

Wow.  

You, too, have something special to give God. Maybe it's 

not with the prison ministry; maybe you can cook, read, 

sing, draw or do something else. When we make ourselves 

available to God, He makes us able. Isn't God the 

coolest?!  

 

TL Valluy is an ACP member and 

the author of several books, her 

most recent being Put Your 

Footsteps Where Your Faith Is. 

From prayer to action 
Letters to prisoners 
By TL Valluy 

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above 

yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 

serving the  Lord. - Romans 12:10-11 

We are all well aware that there is refugee crisis and as 

Christians we are called upon to live out the gospel of Jesus 

Christ to love our neighbor. ACPôs Refugee Task Force is part of 

the Mission Outreach Committee. Its goal is to propose to the 

Mission Vision Team and ACP Council realistic and meaningful 

ways to mobilize the ACP community to interact and help 

refugees and asylum seekers locally and internationally.  

If you have useful information, ideas, or would like to join in this work, please contact Ursula Perrier at 

ursulaperrier@gmail.com . In the meantime, stay tuned for concrete opportunities to get involved.  

Have you heard of the  

ACP Refugee Task Force? 

mailto:ursulaperrier@gmail.com
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Body of Christ: Whatôs up in Paris 
By MaryClaire King 

In the beginning: Creation and temporality in the Bible and its cultural context  

A symposium exploring how the stories of the Bible and those of 

surrounding civilizations tell the origins of the universe, the beginning of 

history, the end of historical periods, and, ultimately, the fulfillment of 

time. In particular, the symposium will seek to underline the relations 

that exist between the periodization of history and the revelation of the 

God of Israel.  

Monday and Tuesday, 27 & 28 February, 9h - 19h, Institute Catholique de Paris, 21 rue de Assas, 

75006 Paris. For tickets and further information: www.icp.fr   

! ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊƛǎΦ !ƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ  

Rethinking the Human Being  

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the industrial 

revolution sometimes reduced man to a machine, while WWI 

turned him into cannot fodder. Churches responded to this 

evolution by reexamining the valuation of life and the 

personalization of faith.  

The second of four meetings led by Jean -Marie de Bourqueney 

exploring Christian history and how it can enrich faith.  

Saturday, 25 February, 10h30 - noon. Eglise protestante unie 

des Batignolles, 44 bd des Batignolles, 17eme.  

Jews and Christians Open the Scriptures  

We will try to better understand what Jewish reading of Old Testament 

Scriptures brings to the Christian reading of them, but also the ways in 

which these two approaches differ due to their solidarity with distinct 

visions of faith.  

Thursday 2 February , 12h45, 20h, Collège des Bernardins, 20 rue de 

Poissy, 75005 Paris. Free for those under 26, otherwise 6ú. Registration 

& Info: www.collegedesbernardins.fr.  

Lost Time: A program for children aged 8 and up and their parents   

Paris, 1582. Help the king of France choose which ten 

days will be taken out of the year in order to adopt Pope 

Gregoryôs new calendar. 

The program begins at the Museum of Jewish Art and 

History, continues on to the Institute of the Arab World 

and ends at the Collège des Bernadins.  

Due to the limited number of places bookings are closed 

on the Friday before the tour. For this tour, tickets are sent directly to the Museum of Art and History of 

Judaism. It is not necessary to pick them up at the Collège des Bernardins  

Sunday, 19 February, 11h.  Cost is 14ú for parents and 9ú for kids. Reservations close February 17. For 

reservations and information: www.collegedesbernardins.fr  
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By Karen Albrecht 

Man in black  

Olivier Giraud's 
humorous crash -course 
"How to become Parisian 

in one hour" covers all 

the key skill sets: dining 
out, taking a taxi, and of 
course fashion and 
shopping (ñWhat should I wear on top? Black. What 
should I wear on the bottom? Black.ò) Itôs hard not 
to cringe at the chapter on bedroom behavior, which 

tries just a little too hard (this is a one -man show, 
after all), but Giraud's madcap manual is otherwise 
a really good laugh. And oh yes: wear black.  
Until 30 April, www.oliviergiraud.com   

Paint it black  

The Bernard Buffet 
retrospective at the city's 
modern art museum spins 

an eminently Parisian tale. 
Buffet's bold, black -and -
gray scenes propelled him 
to virtual pop -star status 
in the 1950s, only to 
tumble just as sharply 
from grace when abstract 

art became the rage. 
Buffet churned out some 
8,000 canvases, his 
emphatic black 
brushstrokes fashioning 
circus clowns, prostitutes, 

animals, and allegorical figures, circling around to a 
macabre yet whimsical dance of death just before he 
took his own life in 1999. Darkly compelling and 
disarmingly witty. Until 26 February, www.mam.paris.fr  

In counterpoint, the Mus®e de Montmartreôs "Bernard 
Buffet, An Intimate Portrait" features a glimpse into the 
painter's Parisian roots.  

Until 5 March, www.museedemontmartre.fr  

Whatôs up in Paris 

An American in Paris  

Superstar US photographer 
Richard Avedon's long love 
affair with France stretched 

from his postwar fashion 
shoots for Harper's Bazaar 
to a stint with oversized 80s 
icon L'Egoïste . The tribute at 

the Bibliothèque Nationale 
de France, entitled "Vieux 
monde, new look" gathers some 200 photos, with 

eloquent portraits spanning those many decades: from 
Jean Cocteau and Coco Chanel to Catherine Deneuve, 
Jeanne Moreau and on to Yannick Noah and Isabelle 
Adjani.  
Until 26 February, www.bnf.fr  

Epic scribbles  

Kentucky native Cy 
Twombly (1928 -2011) 
nimbly trod the line 

between abstraction and 
figurative art. His 
creations mix lead pencil, 
pastels, paints and collage 
in a sort of highly erudite 
graffiti, and range from 
unrelieved black and white 

to ebullient reds.  Twombly plumbed classical mythology 
for much of his inspiration, with a series on the Roman 
emperor Commodus and scribbled musings invoking 

Venus, Apollo, Pan and Bacchus ï the latter embodied in 
a delightfully drunken squiggle of bright reds that spins 
endlessly back in upon itself.  

Until 24 April, www.centrepompidou.fr  
Nights in white satinébellbottoms 

If those February blues are 
still getting you down, who 
better to look to for 

inspiration thané the Bee 
Gees? You should be 
dancingé yeah! A live stage 
musical version of 
"Saturday Night Fever" is 
marking the 40th 
anniversary of disco's finest 

hour. Fauve Hautot, darling 
of French TV's  "Danses avec les stars," and Nicolas 
Archambault, heart - throb of Canadian TV's "So you 
think you can dance?" will be turning up the heat to 
that 70s disco beat. What a lovely way to burn.  
9 February -30 April, www.ledomedeparis.com  

Misery loves company  

If you go overboard with 

Giraud's tips on becoming 
Parisian, you may end up an 

expert in Franceôs national 
sport: being gloomy. If so, 
head straight for the fifth 
annual "Nuit de la déprime." 
On a chilly February night (a 
Monday of course), the 
relentlessly deadpan satirist 

Raphaël Mezrahi emcees a 
gleefully tongue - in -cheek 
mope - fest, featuring a line -
up of weepy French pop 
songs and every possible pretext for tears in your kir. 
So silly, it will surely turn your frown upside -down.  

Monday 20 February, www.foliesbergere.com  

February event listings 

ϭ5ƻƳƛƴƛǉǳŜ /ƻƘŀǎ ϭ!5!Dt 

ϭ.YtΣ .ŜǊƭƛƴ  
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ол Ҍ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇΥ о ŀƴŘ мт WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀǘ нлƘ 
 

If you are roughly 30 or older and want to grow spiritually, you are invited to join the new 30+ small group! 

We meet on Wednesdays, twice a month for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship.  

Just come as you are! More information at thirtyplus@acparis.org.  

¢ƘŜ олtƭǳǎ !Řǳƭǘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΥ CǊƛŘŀȅ о CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ нлƘ 
Join us for fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ, the first Friday of each month. Everyone is 

welcome. This is a social get-together with the time to get to know each other (better), and have an 

opportunity to enter into more meaningful conversations than those  during Sunday coffee hour. 

 

New location:�� 
Rive Droit caf®, 2 rue Berger, 75001 Paris,  

near Les Halles/blvd S®bastopol �� 

For more information: 

30plusfellowship@acparis.org 
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