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Thought s
The Rev
Seni or

Dr .
Pastor

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,

from

Scott

Warm greetingstoyou | sai ah spoke when he said, 0T
as we move through i n the wilderness: 6Prepare t
the preparations, his paths straight.&" The pro
anticipations and preparing for the coming of our Lord is not just about
expectations of this setting up the tree, admiring the amazing lights all
season of Advent. One around the city, and getting our Christmas shopping
of the family traditions done in good ti me. Advent , I
that we have taken season that focuses us on the important work of
with us wherever we repentance. Purple is the color of repentance.
are in the vyorld Is 1o We need to remember, paradoxically, in order for us to
i set ,Up a Christmas tree welcome the Prince of Peace anew into our lives and
on the first Sunday of Adyent, and light Advent candles families, church, city, and world, we need to change our
eacn week to_mark the time as we eagerly long for the thinking ab o ushalow Isaeally ke drids
coming of Christ anew into onr lives and world. Advent, the first obvious thing, as hard as this is to hear, is that .
as you know, is ,t he L at In \%IBHEaﬁ shaloan is n%{: bt ahgabs%nceatﬂ‘ %onﬁlcf" thi
season we remernber t.he cornmg of Christ two John the Baptist himself is a grisly reminder that
thousand years ago in _the |ncarnat|0n o_f J_esus; we look faithful living can even be
forward to how the Christ will come again in poyver and dangerous to your health!
g!ory one day to consummate and gather all things into As the activist Catholic
h|_s Iovmg_ngdom rnle; and_ we reflect on _hovv_ ne priest Daniel Berrigan once
might again be born in us this day. | also think it is wryly said, At
important for us as a community of faith to consider \ to follow Jesus, you better
how Jesus calls wus to emboci nltoooktogotcﬁ/ (5r?s\5\108\
the world. of course, was beheaded by
We are |living i n AinterestingiHprodt i mes o (as the Chinese

curse goes!) and we as a congregation are exploring and

experimenting in the coming year about what it means
to fiseek the shalom of
does shalom really look like, and what are we doing in
our lives and in our community to pursue the healing,
wholeness, and flourishing shalom God intends for all
people? As | wrote about in the Advent Devotional , one
of my favorite family traditions during the season of

the, ¢dtqd AT em 8Ra2Ra7]s P%

There is a spirit of this age that seems to be catching a
i

forget one of my African-Amer i can friend
response to that | onging:
The paradox and the prophetic word of the Kingdom of
God breaking into our world in Jesus Christ, as the

(S
G

i i greatness, goodness, and t
Advent is to set up various redemption is for all
Nativity scenes. We have 28§ ySSR (2 NBYSYOSS N eH ol Ahd so We in the
brought  nativities  from .AO0fAOKE aKFt2Y Aa yz2i L;P(g;u mu¥t lrépénp Y OS
different countries where indeed turn away from the
wedve lived and rece 'AV ed 6I|ﬁerln fer%pttaﬁon Jf 509\/&1 prés{ e, B ﬁwlegfer om
other cultures, so it0s a Xlj§ "i‘ol/varo’o%r”lﬂnﬁ‘cé’&rpeaégmécan%ﬂétoSa"'
came for all the peoples of the world. sacrificial love, to the way of self-emptying love and
One of the characters that grhcé campassiornandjusticeeen i ncl uded i n

nativity set, but who always shows up in Advent, is
John the Baptist! We read in Matthew 3:1-3 , filn
days John the Baptist appeared in the W|Iderness of
Judea, proclai ming,
has come near. & This is

t
6Rep etn ;Chnst comes mttofbér wc;(ﬁld e{n&vdaﬂd% V\ﬁu;m 7§§§re"’]yv en

Esgecially in this season of world events, Advent
Fi®res more repentance (|
hi n king es

one he prop
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é / éThoughts from Pastor Herr,

continued

Jesus calls us to live with hope, joy and love toward ashalom that is for all
peoplei even the other, the unloved and excluded ones? Indeed the coming

n ACP Spire, December Zatkfary 2017

of Godds Kingdom may cause temporary ¢
is part of the Christmas story that W
Christ we worship and honor in this s
Kingo whose purple robe and crown was
cross. From birth, baby Jesus was seen as a threat, and provoked the
imassacre of the innocentso by King He
I look forward to all of the events and beautiful celebrations of this season of
Advent and Chri st mas, but forgive me t
who seems to intrude with an especially loud cry this year and leaves me
guestioning, what does it mean for us
to fimake his paths straighto?
Pondering the glad tidings again with you,
In Christ
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The many
By Visiting

Many people do not realize that The American Church
of Paris offers Vow Renewals as part of its Wedding
Ministry offerings. During my six months at ACP this
year, | will officiate at seven vow renewals, and about
ninety wedding blessings. | have discovered that there
is a different emotional quality to the vow renewal
ceremonies, which are a reenactment of a wedding
ceremony, but with different language to reflect a
renewed commitment to the vows taken in the past i
10, 20, 25, 40 years ago.

The couple has an opportunity in this ceremony to
share personal words of gratitude to their spouse, for
the years they have shared together; and | never cease
to be amazed at the deeply held feelings of love and
affection that are beautifully and tenderly exchanged.
Tears abound. Embraces last and last. A sense of
profound gratitude for a love that has matured through
their years of marriage is the common thread | hear
expressed.

Wedding blessing ceremonies are virtually all joyous
and full of broad smiles, sprinkled with frequent moist
eyes or tearful vows. But wedding days are also often
anxious, nervous, tense times as well, with the focus
more on the ceremony than the new bond that is being
formed by the wedding ceremony.

So they are very different from vow renewals, in which
couples have survived struggle and celebrated intimacy
and discovered in marriage a bond that enriches and
supports each other, in amazingly rich ways. We know
that marriage can often be a fragile union, and that
many do not survive. So, it is heartening to see
marriages that have flourished and illustrated what
marriage is meant to be: a union of hearts and spirits so
strong and committed, that years later, they can

Sunday

Syeze
wSYSYo SNE

e mot |

oOons

celebrate the joy
of marriage
union, and renew
their commitment
to one another in
a vow renewal in
our beautiful ACP
sanctuary, in a
service of great beauty and meaning.

We believe that the love of God is the force that helps
marriage endure. We give God the glory in every service

for providing a quality of love in marriage that makes

marriage commitment thrive. We cannot do this alone.

God alone, as the author of the love that is fully
expressed in the person of Jesus Christ, can both teach

us how to |l ove and be the Goc
that we can | ove one anot her . ¢

I wish to thank ACP for giving me the privilege of
serving, once again, as Visiting Pastor. This third time
with you 1 the congregation and the staff of ACPT has
been a great privilege, and a rich part of my life in
ministry. It has filled my retirement years with
boundless fulfilment and great joy. With mixed
feelings, we leave Paris on 2 January, to return to our
life and family in Kansas City, MO. We look forward to
meeting our new grandson who was born on 12
November, and to seeing the rest of our family in the
US; but we shall miss all of you at ACP greatly.
Thankfully, you have a per man:
my hearts, and we shall pray for you and think of you
daily. God be with you!

In Christ,
Bruce W. Morgan

Womenods Fe

Sunday, 22 Ja
12h13h30, Thur ber F
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We welcome back Reverend Jeff Powell as Visiting Pastor in charge of
weddings, accompanied by his wife, Alba.

Dr. Powell was ordained in 1976 and served as a pastor in four
Presbyterian congregations in Southern California. In 1992 he and
Alba began their ministry to international English -speaking
congregations and he served as Pastor/Head of Staff at the Tokyo
Union Church (1992-1997), the American Church in London (1997-
2001) and the United Community Church of Buenos Aires (2003 -
2006). During his ministry he specialized in the areas of evangelism
and congregational renewal. In 2002, while on sabbatical, he served
his first six months as the fAwed

Alba Powell was born in Guatemala and grew up as an active member of a Presbyterian Church there. She
trained as a primary school teacher and holds a masters degree in Social Work. She is a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker in the US and has worked for California Children's Services, the Tokyo Counseling Center
and has done counseling in private practice. She has served the church as a Deacon, Sunday School teacher
and co-director of the Logos Youth Club.

Pastor Jeff recently retired, and he and Alba live in Seal Beach, CA. They have three children and three
grandchildren. They are both delighted to be back in town and involved again in ACP ministry.

¢ ACP Spire, December Zaitrary 2017
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What does Shalom look like
in friendships? What does
Shalom look like in cities
where there are significant
barriers to racial
reconciliation?

Join us for our first Thurber
Thursday lecture of 2017 on

Tuesday, 17 January at
19h00 with Rev. Cleve
Tinsley IV and Rev.

Matthew Russell to discuss their vision and work for
shalom in Houston, Texas.

Rev. Cleve V. Tinsley IV is an ordained Baptist
minister, scholar, and community activist based in
Houston. Currently he serves as Theologianin-
Residence at St. John's United Methodist Church-
Downtown in Houston.

Thurber
Lectures

SOr |
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Reverend
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Thur ber
Tues, 17

enting

Rev. Tinsley is also a
PhD candidate in the
Department of Religion
at Rice University
where his academic
research explores
critical understandings
of the wider social
scientific and historical
approaches to the study
of religion in general
and African-American religion in particular.

Rev. Mat t Russell i s curren
United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas as the

Senior Associate and is the Executive Director of
projectCURATE, which is a grassroots educational

and social enterprise incubator.

19h00: Dinner in the Thurber room
19h45 -21h00: Presentation, then Q&A

All are welcome.

If dining, please bring a donation to offset costs.

Mi ssed lofuty?ou <canodt make it to Thurber Thursday, you
di scussions. The video is available on the website at ac
New Member Orientati ¢

15 January, 12h15 in t

:.;If you are interested in in I

‘]_;American Church,

pl ease atten

RSVEnember shi p@acparis. org
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activities at the American Church in Paris during
performance opportunity in Paris for talented music

A different progr&mnidayotfVfenedgeathl17h00, September
January through June. There isihot admessingni bee¢  akle
support the series. For the schedule of concerts, s

Duo Nephtys b Sunday 8 January, 17h

Clara David Bach, Mozart, Debussy,

flate

Bartok, Andrés, Myagi, Shankar
Maelle Rochut

harpe

Sunday 15 January 17h

BACH, BEETHOVEN, DEBUSSY, SATIE,
GODOWSKY, SCHOENBERG, BERIO

Sunday 22 January 17h
J. BRAHMS

Sonate en mi mineur op.38

R. SCHUMANN
Adagio et Allegro op.70
‘ S. PROKOFIEV

Cyrielle GOLIN Antoine MOURLAS Sl gy 1

violoncelle piano

Sunday 29 January 17h

Frédéric CHOPIN illiam

Douze Etudes. Opus 10
Douze Etudes. Opus 25

DeVan

piano

Stcinway Artist
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The lights shine brightly on the streets of Paris during the
holiday season, and in no place is it brighter than along the
Champs-Elysées as people from all over walk gleefully taking
in the sights, sounds, and spirit of the joyous Christmas
season.

Longest
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Our hope is that The Longest Night service will be a

time for those in our congregation and our community

in Paris to find a place to wrestle with the darker side

of the holidays. When everyt
we listen to those marginalized voices who lament

The only problem is that itésﬁﬁglw j|8)'lqgusolhorl'oé\ggpyone.
I'tds the first year without aBtlltg/q,d@&or%n]grgb_e_nngwhattheword Emmanuel
means. The gospel writers are clear that one of the
l'tds a reminder of a failed reahbmbsoRshi BDesus is Emmanuel ,
ltds the depression you just A8Aotwhdihgkdt quite literall)
. h . ; L ; God was with the people, for us today it means that
ltos the pervasive eel 1 ng o GJ)dqs'\NﬁH us i But Moments of joy and our seasons
With cruel irony, the AMost \bgrefler f ul Ti me of the Yearo

for many people, the most difficult and gut -wrenching season
of all. While people are feeling festive and excited for the
holidays, it takes an enormous amount of strength for others
to endure it all.

As we reflect on a season that can be difficult for so many
peopl e, I am reminded of
who rejoice, weep with

allow us to feel the lament of loss, the sadness of loneliness,
and the pain of uncertainty. It is when we face the darkness
that we can move through it.

In this season of Advent, we spend a lot of time focused on
waiting and expectation. We believe that in the end things will

be made whole. We believe that Christ will redeem creation
and is in the process of doing so now, but we also know that
we are not there yet. Though hope is on the horizon, sin and
death create all sorts of problems.

And so, we <carry each other.
come through the recognition of our emotions, both light and
dark.

We invite you, whether this is a joyous time or this is a
laborious occasion, to join us on 21 December at 20h
for a moment to stop during the busyness of the
holiday season to reflect on what it means that God is
with us.

Pau IA@\dSwhé'{’h%rrygusfeelfa ?lmeqnirhgr;pil‘?eissco?a timé Jf h t
) , . i ,t,*r‘]osed SN0 oWE CRay® W 4
sadness sometimes what we need is someone to sit with us an long-e xpect ed

PHInMPBGBERef

Jesus. 0

The Longest Night Service

—— 21 December x 20h —

The American Church in Paris
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The Annie Vallotton Christian Lending Library is open to all members and filled with
wonderful Christian materials for every age. A wide range of books, DVDs, videos
and CDs are all available to help you and your family grow in Christ.

The library is in room G4, basement level, directly across from the elevator. Faithful
volunteers open the library on Sundays before and after the 11h and 13h30 services.
The library is free and available to all; however, donactions are welcome.

Most items may be checked out for three weeks; DVDs are only for a week at a time.
Returns can be made directly to the library or at the ACP reception desk, where there
is a library drop-off box.

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact us at
lendinglibrary@acparis.org.

We hope to see you. Happy reading, and be blessed!
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https://webmail1c.orange.fr/webmail/fr_FR/read.html?FOLDER=SF_INBOX&IDMSG=42008&check=&SORTBY=1

