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tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƻǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ōƛƴΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŘŜǎƪ ƻǊ CƻȅŜǊΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
¢ǿȅŜũƻǊǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мллǘƘ 
ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎΣ ƛƴ мфртΦ  

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ CǊŜŘ DǊŀƳŀƴƴ 
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Warm greetings to you 

as we move through 

the preparat ions, 

ant ic ipat ions and 

expectations of this 

season of Advent. One 

of the family traditions 

that we have taken 

with us wherever we 

are in the world is to 

set up a Christmas tree 

on the first Sunday of Advent, and light Advent candles 

each week to mark the time as we eagerly long for the 

coming of Christ anew into our lives and world. Advent, 

as you know, is the Latin word for ñcoming,ò and in this 

season we remember the coming of Christ two 

thousand years ago in the incarnation of Jesus; we look 

forward to how the Christ will come again in power and 

glory one day to consummate and gather all things into 

his loving Kingdom rule; and we reflect on how he 

might again be born in us this day. I also think it is 

important for us as a community of faith to consider 

how Jesus calls us to embody his ñAdventò to the rest of 

the world.  

We are living in ñinteresting timesò (as the Chinese 

curse goes!) and we as a congregation are exploring and 

experimenting in the coming year about what it means 

to ñseek the shalom of the cityò (Jeremiah 29:7). What 

does shalom really look like, and what are we doing in 

our lives and in our community to pursue the healing, 

wholeness, and flourishing shalom God intends for all 

people? As I wrote about in the Advent Devotional , one 

of my favorite family traditions during the season of 

Advent is to set up various 

Nativity scenes. We have 

brought nativities from 

different countries where 

weôve lived and received as gifts from friends from 

other cultures, so itôs a visual reminder that our savior 

came for all the peoples of the world .  

One of the characters that Iôve never seen included in a 

nativity set, but who always shows up in Advent, is 

John the Baptist! We read in Matthew 3:1-3, ñIn those 

days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea, proclaiming, óRepent, for the kingdom of heaven 

has come near.ô This is the one of whom the prophet 

Isaiah spoke when he said, óThe voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness: óPrepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight.ô" The prophet of old reminds us that 

preparing for the coming of our Lord is not just about 

setting up the tree, admiring the amazing lights all 

around the city, and getting our Christmas shopping 

done in good time. Advent, like Lent, is the ñholidayò 

season that focuses us on the important work of 

repentance. Purple is the color of repentance. 

We need to remember, paradoxically, in order for us to 

welcome the Prince of Peace anew into our lives and 

families, church, city, and world, we need to change our 

thinking about what Godôs shalom is really like. And 

the first obvious thing, as hard as this is to hear, is that 

biblical shalom is not about an absence of conflict ! 

John the Baptist himself is a grisly reminder that 

faithful living can even be 

dangerous to your health! 

As the activist Catholic 

priest Daniel Berrigan once 

wryly said, ñIf youôre going 

to follow Jesus, you better 

look good on wood!ò John, 

of course, was beheaded by 

King Herod.  

There is a spirit of this age that seems to be catching a 

lot of people up in the desire to ñmake our nation great 

againò and a longing for the ñgood old days.ò Iôll never 

forget one of my African-American friendôs challenging 

response to that longing: ñGood for whom?ò he asked. 

The paradox and the prophetic word of the Kingdom of 

God breaking into our world in Jesus Christ, as the 

greatness, goodness, and true glory of Godôs 

redemption is for all 

people! And so we in the 

church must repent, 

indeed turn away from the 

glittering temptation of power, prestige, and privilege, 

and turn toward our Prince of Peace who calls us to 

sacrificial love, to the way of self-emptying love and 

grace, compassion and justice.  

Especially in this  season of world events, Advent 

requires more repentance (literally ñchange of 

thinkingò) about the fullness of the gospel, and how  

Christ comes into our world anew and to whom ? Surely 

Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ  
.ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǎƘŀƭƻƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘΗ 

é/é  
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é/é Thoughts from Pastor Herr,  continued  

Jesus calls us to live with hope, joy and love toward a shalom that is for all  

people ï even the other, the unloved and excluded ones? Indeed the coming 

of Godôs Kingdom may cause temporary conflict and disagreement, but that 

is part of the Christmas story that we also need to rememberé that the 

Christ we worship and honor in this season, was ñborn a child, and yet a 

Kingò whose purple robe and crown was strangely yet fully revealed on the 

cross. From birth, baby Jesus was seen as a threat, and provoked the 

ñmassacre of the innocentsò by King Herod. 

I look forward to all of the events and beautiful celebrations of this season of 

Advent and Christmas, but forgive me that I canôt forget John the Baptist, 

who seems to intrude with an especially loud cry this year and leaves me 

questioning, what does it mean for us to ñprepare the way of the Lord,ò and 

to ñmake his paths straightò? 

Pondering the glad tidings again with you,  

In Christ  

Bible readings for January 
м WŀƴǳŀǊȅ  CƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ  
tǎŀƭƳ мпу 
LǎŀƛŀƘ соΥт-ф 
IŜōǊŜǿǎ нΥмл-му 
aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥмо-но 
  
у WŀƴǳŀǊȅ  9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
tǎŀƭƳ тнΥм-тΣ мл-мп 
LǎŀƛŀƘ слΥм-с 
9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ оΥм-мн 
aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥм-мн 
  
мр WŀƴǳŀǊȅ  {ŜŎƻƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 
tǎŀƭƳ плΥм-мм 
LǎŀƛŀƘ пфΥм-т 
м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мΥм-ф 
WƻƘƴ мΥнф-пн 
 

нн WŀƴǳŀǊȅ   ¢ƘƛǊŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 
tǎŀƭƳ нтΥмΣ п-ф 
LǎŀƛŀƘ фΥм-п 
м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мΥмл-му 
aŀǧƘŜǿ пΥмн-но 
 
нф WŀƴǳŀǊȅ  CƻǳǊǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ 
LǎŀƛŀƘ рнΥт-мл 
tǎŀƭƳ фу ό¦aI умуύ 
IŜōǊŜǿǎ мΥм-п όр-мнύ 
WƻƘƴ мΥм-мп  

 

.ǳǘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛƭŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƻƴ ƛǘǎ 
ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 
ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ  

   - WŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ нфΥт 



ACP Spire, December 2016/January 2017   р 

 

Sunday Womenôs Fellowship  

Sunday, 22 January 
12h15-13h30, Thurber Room 

wƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗ !ƭŜȄƛŀ wŀōŞ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 

ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿƻƳŜƴϥǎ 

ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ мнƘмр-моƘол ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊōŜǊ wƻƻƳΦ /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴƧƻȅ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ   

Many people do not realize that The American Church 

of Paris offers Vow Renewals as part of its Wedding 

Ministry offerings. During my six months at ACP this 

year, I will officiate at seven vow renewals, and about 

ninety wedding blessings. I have discovered that there 

is a different emotional quality to the vow renewal 

ceremonies, which are a re-enactment of a wedding 

ceremony, but with different language to reflect a 

renewed commitment to the vows taken in the past ï 

10, 20, 25, 40 years ago.  

The couple has an opportunity in this ceremony to 

share personal words of gratitude to their spouse, for 

the years they have shared together; and I never cease 

to be amazed at the deeply held feelings of love and 

affection that are beautifully and tenderly exchanged. 

Tears abound. Embraces last and last. A sense of 

profound gratitude for a love that has matured through 

their years of marriage is the common thread I hear 

expressed.  

Wedding blessing ceremonies are virtually all joyous 

and full of broad smiles, sprinkled with frequent moist 

eyes or tearful vows. But wedding days are also often 

anxious, nervous, tense times as well, with the focus 

more on the ceremony than the new bond that is being 

formed by the wedding ceremony.  

So they are very different from vow renewals, in which 

couples have survived struggle and celebrated intimacy 

and discovered in marriage a bond that enriches and 

supports each other, in amazingly rich ways. We know 

that marriage can often be a fragile union, and that 

many do not survive. So, it is heartening to see 

marriages that have flourished and illustrated what 

marriage is meant to be: a union of hearts and spirits so 

strong and committed, that years later, they can 

celebrate the joy 

o f  m a r r i a g e 

union, and renew 

their commitment 

to one another in 

a vow renewal in 

our beautiful ACP 

sanctuary, in a 

service of great beauty and meaning.  

We believe that the love of God is the force that helps 

marriage endure. We give God the glory in every service 

for providing a quality of love in marriage that makes 

marriage commitment thrive. We cannot do this alone. 

God alone, as the author of the love that is fully 

expressed in the person of Jesus Christ, can both teach 

us how to love and be the God who ñfirst loved us, so 

that we can love one another.ò  

I wish to thank ACP for giving me the privilege of 

serving, once again, as Visiting Pastor. This third time 

with you ï the congregation and the staff of ACP ï has 

been a great privilege, and a rich part of my life in 

ministry. It has filled my retirement years with 

boundless fulfillment and great joy. With mixed 

feelings, we leave Paris on 2 January, to return to our 

life and family in Kansas City, MO. We look forward to 

meeting our new grandson who was born on 12 

November, and to seeing the rest of our family in the 

US; but we shall miss all of you at ACP greatly. 

Thankfully, you have a permanent place in Nancyôs and 

my hearts, and we shall pray for you and think of you 

daily. God be with you!   

In Christ,  

Bruce W. Morgan 

The many emotions of marriage 
By Visiting Pastor Bruce Morgan 
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We welcome back Reverend Jeff Powell as Visiting Pastor in charge of 

weddings, accompanied by his wife, Alba.  

Dr. Powell was ordained in 1976 and served as a pastor in four 

Presbyterian congregations in Southern California. In 1992 he and 

Alba began their ministry to international English -speaking 

congregations and he served as Pastor/Head of Staff at the Tokyo 

Union Church (1992-1997), the American Church in London (1997-

2001) and the United Community Church of Buenos Aires (2003 -

2006). During his ministry he specialized in the areas of evangelism 

and congregational renewal. In 2002, while on sabbatical, he served 

his first six months as the ñwedding pastorò here.  

Alba Powell was born in Guatemala and grew up as an active member of a Presbyterian Church there. She 

trained as a primary school teacher and holds a masters degree in Social Work. She is a Licensed Clinical 

Social Worker in the US and has worked for California Children's Services, the Tokyo Counseling Center 

and has done counseling in private practice. She has served the church as a Deacon, Sunday School teacher 

and co-director of the Logos Youth Club.  

Pastor Jeff recently retired, and he and Alba live in Seal Beach, CA.  They have three children and three 

grandchildren. They are both delighted to be back in town and involved again in ACP ministry.  

¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΗ 
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What does Shalom look like 

in friendships? What does 

Shalom look like in cities 

where there are significant 

b a r r i e r s  t o  r a c i a l 

reconciliation?  

Join us for our first Thurber 

Thursday lecture of 2017 on 

Tuesday, 17 January at 

19h00 with Rev. Cleve 

Tinsley IV and Rev. 

Matthew Russell to discuss their vision and work for 

shalom in Houston, Texas.  

Rev. Cleve V. Tinsley IV is an ordained Baptist 

minister, scholar, and community activist based in 

Houston. Currently he serves as Theologian-in-

Residence at St. John's United Methodist Church-

Downtown in Houston.  

Rev. Tinsley is also a 

PhD candidate in the 

Department of Religion 

at Rice University 

where his academic 

research explores 

critical understandings 

of the wider social 

scientific and historical 

approaches to the study 

of religion in general 

and African-American religion in particular.  

Rev. Matt Russell is currently on staff at St. Paulôs 

United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas as the 

Senior Associate and is the Executive Director of 

projectCURATE, which is a grassroots educational 

and social enterprise incubator.  

Thurber Lecture 

Tues, 17 January  

The disorienting & prophetic work  

of improbable friendships 
By Reverend Tim Vance 

Missed out? If you canôt make it to Thurber Thursday, you can still enjoy our amazing speakers and 

discussions. The video is available on the website at acparis.org, under ñPrayer & Learningò. 

 

New Member Orientation 

15 January, 12h15 in the Library 
 

If you are interested in in becoming a member of the 

American Church, please attend this orientation class. 

RSVP: membership@acparis.org.  

Thurber 
Lectures  

19h00: Dinner in the Thurber room  

19h45 -21h00: Presentation, then Q&A  

All are welcome.  

If dining, please bring a donation to offset costs.  

mailto:membership@acparis.org
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Originating in Left Bank studios in 1895, the Atelier Concert Series became part of the cultural 

activities at the American Church in Paris during the early 1930s. These concerts provide a 

performance opportunity in Paris for talented musicians of all nationalities. 

A different program is offered each Sunday evening at 17h00, September through November and 

January through June. There is no admission fee, but a free-will offering is taken at the door to 

support the series. For the schedule of concerts, see http://acparis.org  

3ÕÎÄÁÙ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔ 3ÅÒÉÅÓ  

Sunday 8 January, 17h  

Sunday 15 January 17h 

Sunday 22 January 17h 

Sunday 29 January 17h 
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Billy Roberts 

Director, Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

The Longest Night 

 Our hope is that The Longest Night service will be a 

time for those in our congregation and our community 

in Paris to find a place to wrestle with the darker side 

of the holidays. When everything screams ñBe happy!ò 

we listen to those marginalized voices who lament 

ñHow long, oh Lord?ò 

But we do so remembering what the word Emmanuel 

means. The gospel writers are clear that one of the 

names for Jesus is Emmanuel, meaning ñGod with us.ò 

And while it quite literally meant, for Jesusô day, that 

God was with the people, for us today it means that 

God is with us in our moments of joy and our seasons 

of grief.  

We invite you, whether this is a joyous time or this is a 

laborious occasion, to join us on 21 December at 20h 

for a moment to stop during the busyness of the 

holiday season to reflect on what it means that God is 

with us.  

And whether you feel a time of happiness or a time of 

sorrow may we join together in saying ñCome thou 

long-expected Jesus.ò 

The lights shine brightly on the streets of Paris during the 

holiday season, and in no place is it brighter than along the 

Champs-Élysées as people from all over walk gleefully taking 

in the sights, sounds, and spirit of the joyous Christmas 

season.  

The only problem is that itôs not joyous for everyone.  

Itôs the first year without a loved one.  

Itôs a reminder of a failed relationship. 

Itôs the depression you just canôt shake. 

Itôs the pervasive feeling of loneliness. 

With cruel irony, the ñMost Wonderful Time of the Yearò is, 

for many people, the most difficult and gut -wrenching season 

of all. While people are feeling festive and excited for the 

holidays, it takes an enormous amount of strength for others 

to endure it all.  

As we reflect on a season that can be difficult for so many 

people, I am reminded of Paulôs words to ñrejoice with those 

who rejoice, weep with those who weep.ò In our moments of 

sadness sometimes what we need is someone to sit with us and 

allow us to feel the lament of loss, the sadness of loneliness, 

and the pain of uncertainty. It is when we face the darkness 

that we can move through it.  

In this season of Advent, we spend a lot of time focused on 

waiting and expectation. We believe that in the end things will 

be made whole. We believe that Christ will redeem creation 

and is in the process of doing so now, but we also know that 

we are not there yet. Though hope is on the horizon, sin and 

death create all sorts of problems.  

And so, we carry each other. We allow for Godôs healing to 

come through the recognition of our emotions, both light and 

dark. 

{ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

¢ƘŜ {ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ tǊşǘ Ł aŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нл !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ мрл ƳŜŀƭǎ ŬǾŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ 

ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊƛǎΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

tǊşǘ Ł aŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ bŜǳƛƭƭȅ-ǎǳǊ-{ŜƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ уƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ /ƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ {ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΗ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŀǊƛǎǎŜǊǾŜǘƘŜŎƛǘȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

άaȅ DƻŘΣ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ ǿƘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜƴ ƳŜΚ ²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƳŜΣ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŎǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƎǳƛǎƘΚ 
aȅ DƻŘΣ L ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ L ŬƴŘ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǘΦέ ς tǎŀƭƳ ннΥм-н 



мл   ACP Spire, December 2016/January 2017 

 

The Movie Discussion Group  
мфƘолΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ мф WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǊƻƻƳ Dн  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƭƛǎǝƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜƘŀƴŘΥ  aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ {ŜŀΣ ōȅ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ [ƻƴŜǊƎŀƴΤ ¸ƻǳǊ bŀƳŜΣ ōȅ aŀƪƻǘƻ {ƘƛƴƪŀƛΤ 
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