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Thoughts from
The Rev. Dr . Scott
Seni or Pastor

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,

We are now into the summer months and | think all of salvation in rest . Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8-9 that

us are ready for some summer Sabbath rest and A For by grace you have been
refreshment. It has been a fairly full Spring for our this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God & not
community, including Ti mést hiensrteaslullat ioofn wsoe rkwi,c es owitthhat
the Rev. Scott Dudley preaching; the congregational the heart of true Sabbath, that we no longer have to
meeting when we welcomed unanimously the new earn our sense of worth or ve
team of Council leadership; the 40th anniversary bel oved si mply because of Go
weekend celebration of Fr emdercy\cr amannés | eadership as

our Director of Music Ministry; the Council retreat in Knowing Godds grace means th

June which helped us to become acquainted and begin love that proceeds from being in relationship to the

preparation for the Livin od by faith jin
coming year of ministry 2 K+ 4 YA3JIKiG ljdAaSiySaa +FyR i Nﬁﬁ%sﬂljg JFifa PA

and mission together;

confirmation Sunday when we were privileged to
confirm the faith of four of our youth; the Adult Spring
Spiritual Retreat in the Abbey de Fleury; and the shock
of various terrorist attacks in Orlando, Istanbul and
Dakar, as well as the political chaos of the Brexit vote.
Maybe the world just needs to take a rest?

does nol S Fz
mean that we can simply continue on. A way that we

practice grace is by literally taking a break! The writer

of Hebr ews tells us, iSo th
remains for the people of God; for those who enter
Godds rest also cease from th
hi so ( He bld)elmwather4vor®s, in Jesus Christ

we enter into Goddés rest and
a practice, a spiritual
discipline of taking a

break from our doing.
Summer is a good time

to change our routines

and spend more time in

leisure and rest. |
personally need to
discipline myself to take

rest because true

Il snot it w0
the Lord gives us not just
a suggestion, but the
command to rest?
Physically, socially,
emotionally, and
spiritually, we all need to
learn to rest and trust.
We read in Isaiah 30:15
Godds stern

In returning and rest you shall t@aved;

people of God:fi Fo r in quietness and in trust shall beour strength. confession: My name is
said the Lord God, the - Isaiah 30:15 Scott and | am a

Holy One of Israel: In workaholic. For me, to
returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness stop working all the time is an issue of choosing to
and in trust shall be your strength. But y ou r e ftrussGod(éraot)

Notice that we need to intentionally return to rest. This The Isaiah passage reminds us that by taking Sabbath

word here, returning, can also be translated as rest our strength will be renewed, but notice that God
firepentance. 0 We need to tesawsawAynfogomethessdaadahdus:
practice of incessant work and worry, as though we are  What might quietness and trust look like for you this
going to really fAmake it o summeffTakingtimevth gotfor awealk m ¢he woeds orc hi n
foro or fibe savedo by our¥f s thiougkeaspark lhete inithe citg? Taka ahiearlarhornmg@ u nt e

cultural idea, and counter-intuitive, that we will find Continued on next page & / &
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€ / éThoughts from Dr. Herr, continued

time for centering prayer or scripture reading, or we need to return and rest, to be quiet and trust in the
simply a nap in the after nlooornd?d sT og rbaec ehlo nSos,t , | @ttds ratr di
for me to trust God enough to stop working, because |  Take time in any way you can to slow down and rest, to
think that I need to figet bev erreyftrheisnhge df iannids hreare vbeed oir re
can resté. But di dndt J e s uaee restedyin Christowa witl beestrongrtm do the woilkl t [
finished?o0 t hat God ©plans for us that
shalom-making work in the world. | look forward to

The fact is, there will be plenty of time for more work, . ) , .
resting this summer éandlawor ki

and indeed God wants us to do work (note that

Ephesians 2:10 reads, ﬁForrenWS! are what he has made
us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God In Christ,
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.o0o But first,

{ SNBSS GKS /AlGe ahraaw§ft
¢KS { SNBSS GKS /A& aradaarzy tNReSOG Aa RAAaGN Ll 2R F
FNB y26 ySENIe& uHn ! YSNAOLY / KdzZNOK @2f dzy i SSN : '
F2Nldzy §S Ay YR I NRdzyR t I NA&P | RRAs2Yy Il @2
t NG b al yAENIAS Sb Sd2fLd & § yK FyR RA&GNROdzIS
GSIY YR KSfL) dza& { SNBSS (G(KS /AGeH {SS Y2NB 2

Bi ble readings f

o Wdz e Hn  WdzA e
H YAYyMEm pYmMm Il 2aSkwnamYH
talftyY on o6} al TcHDU tarty yp o6}l al yncbo
DItloalgame Yom | 2f 2aa-mby-@adgaYc
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You and | are in the middle of everything. Literally.

rect

Human beings, who on average are around a meter tall,
are halfway between the Ilargest thing we can
comprehend (hint: itods
thing we have discovered so far (in said universe).

And humans are fascinating. Did you know that every
ninety days your body is completely
renewed? C 6 e st Abhout @ach month
you have completely new skin and each
day you shed ten billion flakes of skin.

Which is kind of gross, but also incredibly ®

intriguing. You and | are in a constant
state of change.

Now, the basic building blocks of literally

everything, including humans, are atoms. Atoms make

up everything we see. The sun, moon, and stars are
made up of atoms. This paper your holding is made up

of atoms. The dust on the earth and the stars in the sky
are all made up of atoms. You and | are made up of
atoms.

These atoms make up our bodies. And as we just
learned, our bodies are in a constant state of change.
Much like the universe, by the way. Which begs the
guestion, where does all the skin and hair and cells and
atoms go when the leave us?

Well, simply put, they go on to form other things or
other humans. Think about that for a second. The
atoms that form you may have been atoms from a
mountain or from mars or from your next -door

neighbor. These atoms come and go as they please to

form everything we see and touch and taste and smell
and hear.

At oms ,
end.]

bodl es |,

eSS cCconne

Billy Ro

or , Youth and Y

as God also called you in one
he says, but one body. And we need each other. These
parts serve different functions and therefore focus on

t h e differant tasks beitéeach pam id neédbdeto nsakeatte Ibsdy t

work.

What many people are discovering, including myself, is
t hat webve always known
helped us see we are made for one another,
but what we are learning more and more is
that science is pointing to the idea that our
one-ness with each other is quite literal.

Imagine the implications if we started seeing

the world this way. Friends and enemies.

Young and old. Christians. Muslims. Jews.
Atheists. Agnostics. Democrats. Republicans. Yankees
fans. Red Sox fans.

No matter how different we see ourselves from other

people, we are actually made from the same stuff and pass
along our own traces of our bodies to others in an endless
cycle of death and renewal. Maybe God was even more
masterful than we can imagine when He created the

universe.

Consider those people occasionally in the pew next to you

at church, the ones who you disagree with theologically, or

the ones who just rub the wrong way. If you start to see

them as being intimately connected with you, would that
change the way you treat them,
command to love one another?

| believe it would. Paul picked up on this when he used the
metaphor of the body to describe our one-ness in Christ
and one-ness as humans. He recognized our need for each

ot her to carry out Jesusb6 <ca
But I 6m a pastor, not a scin&ons.i st, so what does this hav
to do with our spirituality? So instead of looking at the stranger and seeing all the
Lots actually. If we go back to the garden we see that  ways you differ, perhaps, as science is discovering and like
Adam had named all the animals and yet discovered the Bible teaches us, you should begin with the fact that
there was a missing piece in his life. It was not good for ~ we are one body both metaphorically and quite literally.
the man to be alone. And so God made a woman using Instead of many differences, begin to see the endless
a piece of the man. We share the same bones and are connections.
made of the sa_me st_uff. One of the first things we learn And maybe that wi 1l l ead us.,
about humans is their need for others. .

peace with everyone and to be
Later in Scripture we see Paul using the body as a
metaphor saying, AYou are one body and one spirit just
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Annual

Froml20June, 20 members of the ACP community from
ACPOs Spring Adult Retreat at Benedictine Abbaye d
Century. ACP has again booked t hle8 Abbmg e2 G b#. nRauve
now!

Prayer Chain Team

Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?

If so, please forward your prayer by e -mail to prayerrequests@acparis.org .
Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.
Prayer is powerful. We are here for you.
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A change of s
By Visiting Pas$toewadanmn

These six months have been an incredibly richand t P@t included both Tim Vanceods i1
blessed time. A home, a neighborhood, a Pastor and the celebration of 40 years of the music ministry of

community of faith and friendship and, of course, ~ Fred Gramann!

a remarkable city. Also, | have been privileged to preside at the blessings of over
Regular participation in rich and varied worship, 80 marriages, each with its own journey and passion, each
personal relationships formed and deepened, with its own reason to seek words of blessing in this place. |
sharing ministry with a remarkable staff @M grateful to have shared the work of the Wedding Ministry

community, Thursday Mor nWih KekgeMpgushims; who chasshrqughi, a remarkable

the unforgettable Adult Retreat at Benedictine combination of warmth and skill to the varied tasks that fall to
Abbaye de Fleury in the Loire Valley, Thurber her.and made the daily work a pleasure.

Thursdays, the rich gift of the African and Filipino So much gratitude and so many thank yous! First and
Fellowships, music in its varied m mimi s ] foremost to Scott Herr for the invitation to
forms, always excellent and W% ; come to ACP, and for the constancy of
inspiring, the delight and privilege friendship and support in the work which he
of singing in the choir, and being extends so graciously to all. Without question,
present in the noteworthy season our lives have been enriched and changed in
the time we have spent together. Thank you,
friends! Thank you, ACP!

Goi ng home/ Co mij
By Rev. Odet-S$kreewark

A most precious book of mine is a slim volume that a dear friend,
Dr. Huston Smith, gave to me a while ago. It was not one of the
many books that Huston has written on world religions, wisdom
traditions, and Christianity. But Huston had read this book and his
handwritten notes are in the margins.

We have been privileged to witness lives
and community growing in grace, and

even people coming home to a place
theydve never known.

: : ) . ) I am confident in Godos
His first note is, fisalvation i Sgraﬂéfel%fetﬁeosméI@\(QNled)gethatACP
| believe this is true. will be faithful in new and ever surprising

ways by the leading of the Spirit, and the

At births and rebirths, in times of exile or loss, in transitions, in . .
leadership of the congregation... you.

dark nights of the soul, at every dawn, we are coming home. On
every journey, at celebrations, when we are lost and when we are  We look forward to being with you again.
found, because we are known and loved in Christ Jesus, we are
coming home to God.

In this time of transition, as we return to
California, to teach in a seminary and
| give thanks to God for the brief season of ministry we have  pastor a congregation, | am grateful that
shared. To Pastor Scott and the Council for the invitation, to the  Jim and | and ACP are coming home.
members of ACP welcoming us both as visiting pastors, and

supporting my research and writing. ACP Spir§ummer 2016



Wel come Br uce

We 6r e h ap pwelcdame Reav.6Bruce Morgan back as Visiting Pastor,
with his wife Nancy, for the second half of 2016.

The Rev. Bruce W. Morgan , retired American Baptist pastor, of Kansas City,
Missouri, has served four American Baptist congregations over his 40 years of active
ministry. In retirement, he has also served as Interim Pastor of five ABC
Congregations in Kansas and Missouri. Bruce was born in Salem, New Jersey and
graduated from Topeka High School, Topeka, Kansas, where he met and began
dating his future wife, Nancy. He graduated from William Jewell College, Liberty,
Missouri in 1963, and the American Baptist Seminary of the West in Berkeley,
California in 1967. He was ordained at the Calvary Baptist Church of Denver,
Colorado in 1967 and began his ministry in that church. He served churches in
Colorado, Indiana, Ohio, and New Jersey, and retired in 2004 from full -time pastoral
ministry.

Nancy retired from her position as biostatistician with Johnson and Johnson
Pharmaceutical Corp. in 2004. In retirement, Nancy devotes her time to recorder
playing and reading. Bruce is a tennis player and both he and Nancy play bridge
regularly. Both enjoy theater, choral music, and travel. Bruce has volunteered for
United Way, treatment programs for alcohol and drug abuse, the Board of
Trustees of Central Baptist Theological Seminary, and the Ministers Council of his
denomination.

The Morgans have two adult children, David Morgan, Dayton, Ohio, and
Elizabeth O6Rour ke, Kansas City; and two
Morgan O6 Rour ke, 9.

G SG GKS g2NR 2F [/ KNRA&AGD
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--------------------------------- Job positions avatil-able-at t he
Pl easacyae forojeob descriptions and application inst

Business Administrator XY7apkpdliyxations received until
Weddi ng Ministry Coordinator/ Admi ni stlrOatJuley Assi st an
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Onwards and Upwards!
ACP Youth Music Program

By Sara Barton

The  Youth  Music
program had a very
exciting end of the
year! First we
performed a concert at
the Mairie of the 7t
_arrondissement  on
S\W/\l‘dnesday, 18 May as

t NAYY

tK202Y al NJ

month on Sunday mornings
during the Sunday School hour.
Our goal is to have the Sunday
Choir sing with the rest of the Youth Choir (who rehearse
on Wednesdays) during the church services on a couple of
select Sundays during the year. The choristers in the
Sunday choir will also be integrated into our 2017 Youth
Music Concert in the spring! Any interested children may

part of the annual English Forum program. You will be sign up to participate throu
able to enjoy a video from our concert on the ACP site program; contact childrensworship@acparis.org

. . | _
under the Youth Music section soon! Speaking o f next y ea
Shortly after this we really enjoyed our Concert 2017¢6é t he

demonstrated their enthusiasm for and
enjoyment of musical theatre, so we are

very first celebratory Youth and Family
Concert in the sanctuary at ACP. Our

concert featured fun anthems and going to feature a full-l engt h chi |
favorite selections from musical theatre musi cal nex-t yife ais |, €
such as iSister Ac t Gond! 0 Thi s wonde-r fu
Amazing Technicolor warming musical finds its basis in John
iThe Sound of Musi c €16:33b, "In this world you will have

thrilled to be joined for this concert by = — 7 trouble. But take heart! I have
some very talented adults from ACP who t K20 2Y SARASNI I Sat 2 ¥yercome the world." Bible characters
helped to enrich our sound and contributed to making it an such as Jonah, Noah, Job, David, and many others are
evening to remember! brought to life in fun songs and dramatic sketches, and
when the kids discover the real joy of the Lord, they finally

We rounded off the year with, not one but two, recording o
agree that "Life is Good!"

sessions! The first, on 22 June, was with an up and coming
Parisian songwriter, Leo Uzan, for whom we recorded the  There are many dramatic roles and even pantomime parts:
chorus of his first publ i s hahildirensandnadults fai@ welconie e joire ys dor oarr 2G16 n g
celebrating the joy of life. Our second recording followed  Youth and Family Musical!

immediately after on 23 June when
three of our girls sang in a recording
session with Bob Sinclair for his

Registration will open for the
Youth Music ministry in August, via
the Youth Music page of the ACP

L\a t er t dh ! (t; AiSomeo website. Rehearsals will continue on
S re >r a ma nn Wednesday afternoons between 13h
Youth Choir!'o

and 16h30. Specific rehearsal times
will be posted on the site as soon as
possible.

Projects for next year are in the
works, and we invite all kids at ACP
to participate! First, the Youth Music
program is expanding to include the §
I This choir § J

We hope you will join us! Contact
ymusic@acparis.org with any

Sgnday Youth Ch0|r SRR, neaseee Y questions. ’ i
will rehearse approximately once a | | y3Ay3 sAUK .20 {AYyOfFANT tK2dG2Y {I N} . I NIz

5AR &2dz 1y26 e2dz Oy F2ftft26 G(KS

X1 Y/ KdzNI)Ktrm A SNR O y/ KdZNDKt I NR &

I YSNROIFY [ ¢
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Vacation Bible School

FTOBYNA Ol Yy / KdzZNOK Ay t | NR &
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FOLLOWING JESUS *
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
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Vol unteer with Habit a

Founded in 1976, Habitat for Humanity has built or renovated more than 800,000 homes around the world,

providing more than 4 million people with safe, decent, affordable shelter. Anyone who can hold a hammer or a
paint brush is welcome to the work of Habitat for Humanity.
Volunteers provide manpower that allows the building of homes or
making renovations at considerably lower costs.

A )
m Habltat More importantly, the volunteering experience transforms lives: both

for Humanity® for the volunteers who work alongside Habitat homeowners and for
Europe and Central Asia partner families who see people who care enough to help them break
the cycle of poverty.

The American Church in Paris is organizing a Habitat for Humanity trip for August 2016 f
you're interested in supporting the Habitat trip to Kyrgyzstan this summer (end -July to 8 August), please
contact the Habitat leader Kai-Marcel Grunert via email: awaiting_further_informations@yahoo.com or have a
look at the information on the ACP website.

M JACP Spir§ummer 2016



Can |

Every time | come to our precious American Church of
Paris, you lift me. Often, | come with a tired head but
always with a soft heart. And, you lift me. | leave lighter,
stronger and fulfilled to shine on others because you
carried me. And | am grateful for you.

|l 6m fortunate, you see. I

our beauti ful church doors
coming to the ACP well before | lost the strength of my

own legs to get me up our stairs to worship God,
alongside you.

get

Ki m Bal |l

powered wheels to get me where | want to go. And, |

want to go to my American Chi
everything to me to find a way up our front door stairs.
Seeé | need you. More than ev:
On the outside, looking at our church from across the
guai é the historical buil ding

inside is even more impressive. You. And there are lots
more people, handicapped like me, who need you too.

By this time next summer, our church has pledged to
Bulld% WHanditBpditt. MyPhiisBand ahd 1| B to Refpllebd” d
th8 &16r@ 18 fife thk Re¥e8sanPinfsto blil@thid it f ul Iy

We need your support. To enable all those who want to
get inside, access. Access to a community of strength

that wedre all in need of. Th
Today, in my adult-y out h, Il 6m now i vipig,e my Iife zipping
around our City of magical energy in a chair with .
Thank you for the lift.
Mar k your calendars: Two i mportant fun
support thBetpreyents will be Wdlud batr
room.
Wednesday, 21 September, 16h30:f oA cao oKk
mi ni mum donation of 0100.
Friday 23 September, 20h: A 01,000 per
SERVE ACP Youth i1 s part
E’E with Serve the C
Serve the City is an international vehic
organi zations with a supply of volunteer
A week of service, worship, fun, and friends. .. L . . . 4
COST WHEN BB WHERE churches, diitscird ma nmdrory organization th:
to partner with any and all who serve t#h
6-12 ACP
S0€ JULY PARIS Join us for a week of service as we part
: . city! Students wil!/l be participating in
find out more and register at , L , N .
acparis.org We' ve changed t hi nigist 'usp gaoibng ttdhibse yoevaerr
Meal s, games, worship, teaching, service
experience and environment that grows, t
about our calll as Christians to be serve

ACP Spirgummer 2026 m
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2-5 June, ACP
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