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We are now into the summer months and I think all of 

us are ready for some summer Sabbath rest and 

refreshment. It has been a fairly full Spring for our 

community, including Timôs installation service with 

the Rev. Scott Dudley preaching; the congregational 

meeting when we welcomed unanimously the new 

team of Council leadership; the 40th anniversary 

weekend celebration of Fred Gramannôs leadership as 

our Director of Music Ministry; the Council retreat in 

June which helped us to become acquainted and begin 

preparation for the 

coming year of ministry 

and mission together; 

confirmation Sunday when we were privileged to 

confirm the faith of four of our youth; the Adult Spring 

Spiritual Retreat in the Abbey de Fleury; and the shock 

of various terrorist attacks in Orlando, Istanbul and 

Dakar, as well as the political chaos of the Brexit vote. 

Maybe the world just needs to take a rest? 

Isnôt it wonderful that 

the Lord gives us not just 

a suggestion, but the 

command to rest? 

Physically, socially, 

e m o t i o n a l l y ,  a n d 

spiritually, we all need to 

learn to rest and trust. 

We read in Isaiah 30:15 

Godôs stern rebuke to the 

people of God: ñFor thus 

said the Lord God, the 

Holy One of Israel: In 

returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness 

and in trust shall be your strength.  But you refusedéò 

Notice that we need to intentionally return to rest. This 

word here, returning, can also be translated as 

ñrepentance.ò We need to turn away from the idea and 

practice of incessant work and worry, as though we are 

going to really ñmake itò or ñfind what weôre searching 

forò or ñbe savedò by ourselvesé It is a radical counter-

cultural idea, and counter -intuitive, that we will find 

salvation in rest . Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8-9 that 

ñFor by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

this is not your own doing; it is the gift of Godð not 

the result of works, so that no one may boast.ò This is 

the heart of true Sabbath, that we no longer have to 

earn our sense of worth or value in Godôs eyes. We are 

beloved simply because of Godôs unmerited favor and 

mercy.  

Knowing Godôs grace means that we can rest in the 

love that proceeds from being in relationship to the 

Living God by faith in 

Jesus. But that does not 

mean that we can simply continue on. A way that we 

practice grace is by literally taking a break! The writer 

of Hebrews tells us, ñSo then, a Sabbath rest still 

remains for the people of God; for those who enter 

Godôs rest also cease from their labors as God did from 

hisò (Hebrews 4:9-10). In other words, in Jesus Christ 

we enter into Godôs rest and that is not just an idea, but 

a practice, a spiritual 

discipline of taking a 

break from our doing. 

Summer is a good time 

to change our routines 

and spend more time in 

leisure and rest. I 

personally need to 

discipline myself to take 

rest because true 

confession: My name is 

Scott and I am a 

workaholic. For me, to 

stop working all the time is an issue of choosing to 

trust God (or not)!  

The Isaiah passage reminds us that by taking Sabbath 

rest our strength will be renewed, but notice that God 

says, ñin quietness and trust shall be your strengthéò 

What might quietness and trust look like for you this 

summer? Taking time to go for a walk in the woods or 

through a park here in the city? Take an early morning 

Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

In returning and rest you shall be saved;  

in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.  

        - Isaiah 30:15  

Continued on next page é/é  

²Ƙŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǉǳƛŜǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΚ  
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IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳΣ h ƳƻǊǘŀƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΤ ŀƴŘ 

Bible readings for July 
о Wǳƭȅ 
н YƛƴƎǎ рΥм-мп 
tǎŀƭƳ ол ό¦aI тснύ 
Dŀƭŀǝŀƴǎ сΥόм-сύ т-мс 
[ǳƪŜ млΥм-ммΣ мс-нл 
 
мл Wǳƭȅ             
!Ƴƻǎ тΥт-мтΤ 
tǎŀƭƳ ун ό¦aI улпύΤ 
/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥм-мпΤ 
[ǳƪŜ млΥнр-от 
 

мт Wǳƭȅ  
!Ƴƻǎ уΥм-мнΤ 
tǎŀƭƳ рн ƻǊ ун ό¦aI улпύ 
/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмр-ну 
[ƪ млΥоу-пн 
 

нп Wǳƭȅ 

IƻǎŜŀ мΥн-мл 
tǎŀƭƳ ур ό¦aI улсύ 
/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ нΥс-мр όмс-мфύ 
[ǳƪŜ ммΥм-мо 
 
ом Wǳƭȅ  
IƻǎŜŀ ммΥм-мм 
tǎŀƭƳ млтΥм-фΣ по ό¦aI уолύ 
/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ оΥм-мм 
[ǳƪŜ мнΥмо-нм 

 

{ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

¢ƘŜ {ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ tǊşǘ Ł aŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ нл !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ мрл ƳŜŀƭǎ ŬǾŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ 

ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŀǊƛǎΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

tǊşǘ Ł aŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ bŜǳƛƭƭȅ-ǎǳǊ-{ŜƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ уƘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ /ƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ {ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΗ {ŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ моΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŀǊƛǎǎŜǊǾŜǘƘŜŎƛǘȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 

é/é Thoughts from Dr. Herr, continued  

time for centering prayer or scripture reading, or 

simply a nap in the afternoon? To be honest, itôs hard 

for me to trust God enough to stop working, because I 

think that I need to ñget everything finishedò before I 

can resté. But didnôt Jesus say from the cross, ñIt is 

finished?ò 

The fact is, there will be plenty of time for more work, 

and indeed God wants us to do work (note that 

Ephesians 2:10 reads, ñFor we are what he has made 

us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand to be our way of life.ò But first, 

we need to return and rest, to be quiet and trust in the 

Lordôs grace! So, letôs not ñrefuseò summer Sabbathé 

Take time in any way you can to slow down and rest, to 

be refreshed and renewed in Godôs Spirit. And as we 

are rested in Christ, we will be strong to do the work 

that God plans for us that will be a part of Godôs 

shalom-making work in the world. I look forward to 

resting this summeréand working with you come la 

rentrée !   

 In Christ,  
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You and I are in the middle of everything. Literally.  

Human beings, who on average are around a meter tall, 

are halfway between the largest thing we can 

comprehend (hint: itôs the universe) and the smallest 

thing we have discovered so far (in said universe).  

And humans are fascinating. Did you know that every 

ninety days your body is completely 

renewed? Côest vrai. About each month 

you have completely new skin and each 

day you shed ten billion flakes of skin. 

Which is kind of gross, but also incredibly 

intriguing. You and I are in a constant 

state of change.  

Now, the basic building blocks of literally 

everything, including humans, are atoms. Atoms make 

up everything we see. The sun, moon, and stars are 

made up of atoms. This paper your holding is made up 

of atoms. The dust on the earth and the stars in the sky 

are all made up of atoms. You and I are made up of 

atoms.  

These atoms make up our bodies. And as we just 

learned, our bodies are in a constant state of change. 

Much like the universe, by the way. Which begs the 

question, where does all the skin and hair and cells and 

atoms go when the leave us?  

Well, simply put, they go on to form other things or 

other humans. Think about that for a second. The 

atoms that form you may have been atoms from a 

mountain or from mars or from your next -door 

neighbor. These atoms come and go as they please to 

form everything we see and touch and taste and smell 

and hear.  

But Iôm a pastor, not a scientist, so what does this have 

to do with our spirituality?  

Lots actually. If we go back to the garden we see that 

Adam had named all the animals and yet discovered 

there was a missing piece in his life. It was not good for 

the man to be alone. And so God made a woman using 

a piece of the man. We share the same bones and are 

made of the same stuff. One of the first things we learn 

about humans is their need for others.  

Later in Scripture we see Paul using the body as a 

metaphor saying, ñYou are one body and one spirit just 

 

Billy Roberts 

Director, Youth and Young Adult Ministries  

as God also called you in one hope.ò We have many parts, 

he says, but one body. And we need each other. These 

parts serve different functions and therefore focus on 

different tasks but each part is needed to make the body 

work.  

What many people are discovering, including myself, is 

that weôve always known that the Bible has 

helped us see we are made for one another, 

but what we are learning more and more is 

that science is pointing to the idea that our 

one-ness with each other is quite literal.  

Imagine the implications if we started seeing 

the world this way.  Friends and enemies. 

Young and old. Christians. Muslims. Jews. 

Atheists. Agnostics. Democrats. Republicans. Yankees 

fans. Red Sox fans.  

No matter how different we see ourselves from other 

people, we are actually made from the same stuff and pass 

along our own traces of our bodies to others in an endless 

cycle of death and renewal. Maybe God was even more 

masterful than we can imagine when He created the 

universe.  

Consider those people occasionally in the pew next to you 

at church, the ones who you disagree with theologically, or 

the ones who just rub the wrong way. If you start to see 

them as being intimately connected with you, would that 

change the way you treat them, especially in light of Jesusô 

command to love one another? 

I believe it would. Paul picked up on this when he used the 

metaphor of the body to describe our one-ness in Christ 

and one-ness as humans. He recognized our need for each 

other to carry out Jesusô call to make disciples of all 

nations.  

So instead of looking at the stranger and seeing all the 

ways you differ, perhaps, as science is discovering and like 

the Bible teaches us, you should begin with the fact that 

we are one body both metaphorically and quite literally. 

Instead of many differences, begin to see the endless 

connections. 

And maybe that will lead us, as Hebrews says, to ñbe at 

peace with everyone and to be holy.ò  

Atoms, bodies, and our 

endless connections 
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Prayer Chain Team 
 

Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?  

If so, please forward your prayer by e -mail to prayerrequests@acparis.org .  

Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.  

Prayer is powerful. We are here for you.  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀ tǊŀȅŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  

aŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ 

Annual ACP spring retreat for adults  

From 10-12 June, 20 members of the ACP community from nine different countries spent a weekend at 

ACPôs Spring Adult Retreat at Benedictine Abbaye de Fleury, founded in the Loire Valley in the 7th 

Century. ACP has again booked the Abbaye for next yearôs Retreat, 16-18 June 2017. Save the dates 

now! 

Volunteer opportunity - Bloom Where Youôre Planted 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǝƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ aƛŎǊƻǎƻƊ 9ȄŎŜƭΚ  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ н ƻǊ о ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ϧ.ƭƻƻƳ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ 

tƭŀƴǘŜŘϦ .ƻƻƪ hǊŘŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳ ό.h¢ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŀ 

ǊƻǘŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ Ϧƻƴ ŘǳǘȅϦ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ .ƭƻƻƳ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǝƳŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 

ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ м ƻǊ н ƘƻǳǊǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ŘǳǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳ Řƻƴϥǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘϥǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ϧ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘύ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .h¢Σ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 9ȄŎŜƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ ϧ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ Ƨƻō ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

 LŦ ȅƻǳϥŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǊ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ōƭƻƻƳΦŀŎǇŀǊƛǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΗ 

mailto:bloom.acparis@gmail.com
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A change of seasons 
By Visiting Pastor Jim Lockwood-Stewart 

Going home/Coming home 
By Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart 

These six months have been an incredibly rich and 

blessed time. A home, a neighborhood, a 

community of faith and friendship and, of course, 

a remarkable city.  

Regular participation in rich and varied worship, 

personal relationships formed and deepened, 

sharing ministry with a remarkable staff 

community, Thursday Morning Menôs Bible Study, 

the unforgettable Adult Retreat at Benedictine 

Abbaye de Fleury in the Loire Valley, Thurber 

Thursdays, the rich gift of the African and Filipino 

Fellowships, music in its varied 

forms, always excellent and 

inspiring, the delight and privilege 

of singing in the choir, and being 

present in the noteworthy season 

A most precious book of mine is a slim volume that a dear friend, 

Dr. Huston Smith, gave to me a while ago. It was not one of the 

many books that Huston has written on world religions, wisdom 

traditions, and Christianity. But Huston had read this book and his 

handwritten notes are in the margins.  

His first note is, ñsalvation is homecoming.ò 

I believe this is true. 

At births and rebirths, in times of exile or loss, in transitions, in 

dark nights of the soul, at every dawn, we are coming home. On 

every journey, at celebrations, when we are lost and when we are 

found, because we are known and loved in Christ Jesus, we are 

coming home to God. 

I give thanks to God for the brief season of ministry we have 

shared. To Pastor Scott and the Council for the invitation, to the 

members of ACP welcoming us both as visiting pastors, and 

supporting my research and writing.  

that included both Tim Vanceôs installation as ACPôs Associate 

Pastor and the celebration of 40 years of the music ministry of 

Fred Gramann! 

 Also, I have been privileged to preside at the blessings of over 

80 marriages, each with its own journey and passion, each 

with its own reason to seek words of blessing in this place. I 

am grateful to have shared the work of the Wedding Ministry 

with Keiko Matsushima, who has brought a remarkable 

combination of warmth and skill to the varied tasks that fall to 

her, and made the daily work a pleasure. 

 So much gratitude and so many thank yous! First and 

foremost to Scott Herr for the invitation to 

come to ACP, and for the constancy of 

friendship and support in the work which he 

extends so graciously to all. Without question, 

our lives have been enriched and changed in 

the time we have spent together. Thank you, 

friends! Thank you, ACP! 

We have been privileged to witness lives 

and community growing in grace, and 

even people coming home to a place 

theyôve never known. 

I am confident in Godôs future and I am 

grateful for the sure knowledge that ACP 

will be faithful in new and ever surprising 

ways by the leading of the Spirit, and the 

leadership of the congregation... you.  

We look forward to being with you again.  

In this time of transition, as we return to 

California, to teach in a seminary and 

pastor a congregation, I am grateful that 

Jim and I and ACP are coming home. 
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ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ǊƛŎƘƭȅΤ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΤ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǎƛƴƎ ǇǎŀƭƳǎΣ ƘȅƳƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ  

!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŜŘΣ Řƻ 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳΦέ  

/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ оΥмс-мт  

Welcome Bruce and Nancy Morgan 
Weôre happy to re-welcome Rev. Bruce Morgan back as Visiting Pastor, 

with his wife Nancy, for the second half of 2016.  

The Rev. Bruce W. Morgan , retired American Baptist pastor, of Kansas City, 

Missouri, has served four American Baptist congregations over his 40 years of active 

ministry. In retirement, he has also served as Interim Pastor of five ABC 

Congregations in Kansas and Missouri. Bruce was born in Salem, New Jersey and 

graduated from Topeka High School, Topeka, Kansas, where he met and began 

dating his future wife, Nancy. He graduated from William Jewell College, Liberty, 

Missouri in 1963, and the American Baptist Seminary of the West in Berkeley, 

California in 1967. He was ordained at the Calvary Baptist Church of Denver, 

Colorado in 1967 and began his ministry in that church. He served churches in 

Colorado, Indiana, Ohio, and New Jersey, and retired in 2004 from full -time pastoral 

ministry.  

Nancy retired from her position as biostatistician with Johnson and Johnson 

Pharmaceutical Corp. in 2004. In retirement, Nancy devotes her time to recorder 

playing and reading. Bruce is a tennis player and both he and Nancy play bridge 

regularly. Both enjoy theater, choral music, and travel. Bruce has volunteered for 

United Way, treatment programs for alcohol and drug abuse, the Board of 

Trustees of Central Baptist Theological Seminary, and the Ministers Council of his 

denomination.  

The Morgans have two adult children, David Morgan, Dayton, Ohio, and 

Elizabeth OôRourke, Kansas City; and two grandchildren, Garrett Morgan, 13, and 

Morgan OôRourke, 9. 

Job positions available at the ACP 

Please see acparis.org for job descriptions and application instructions concerning two positions:  

Business Administrator (applications received until 17 July)  

Wedding Ministry Coordinator/Administrative Assistant (applications received until 10 July). 

http://acparis.org/
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5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΚ  

 Ϫ!Ƴ/ƘǳǊŎƘtŀǊƛǎ  κ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ/ƘǳǊŎƘtŀǊƛǎ 

The Youth Music 

program had a very 

exciting end of the 

year !  F i rs t  we 

performed a concert at 

the Mairie of the 7 th 

arrondissement on 

Wednesday, 18 May as      

part of the annual English Forum program. You will be 

able to enjoy a video from our concert on the ACP site 

under the Youth Music section soon! 

Shortly after this we really enjoyed our 

very first celebratory Youth and Family 

Concert in the sanctuary at ACP. Our 

concert featured fun anthems and 

favorite selections from musical theatre 

such as ñSister Act,ò ñJoseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,ò and 

ñThe Sound of Musicò! The youth were 

thrilled to be joined for this concert by 

some very talented adults from ACP who 

helped to enrich our sound and contributed to making it an 

evening to remember! 

We rounded off the year with, not one but two, recording 

sessions! The first, on 22 June, was with an up and coming 

Parisian songwriter, Leo Uzan, for whom we recorded the 

chorus of his first published song ñOut There,ò a song 

celebrating the joy of life. Our second recording followed 

immediately after on 23 June when 

three of our girls sang in a recording 

session with Bob Sinclair for his 

latest hit ñSomeone who needs me.ò 

As Fred Gramann said ñRock on, 

Youth Choir!ò 

Projects for next year are in the 

works, and we invite all kids at ACP 

to participate! First, the Youth Music 

program is expanding to include the 

Sunday Youth Choir ! This choir 

will rehearse approximately once a 

month on Sunday mornings 

during the Sunday School hour. 

Our goal is to have the Sunday 

Choir sing with the rest of the Youth Choir (who rehearse 

on Wednesdays) during the church services on a couple of 

select Sundays during the year. The choristers in the 

Sunday choir will also be integrated into our 2017 Youth 

Music Concert in the spring! Any interested children may 

sign up to participate through the Childrenôs Worship 

program; contact childrensworship@acparis.org  

Speaking of next yearôs Youth Music 

Concert 2017é the youth have 

demonstrated their enthusiasm for and 

enjoyment of musical theatre, so we are 

going to feature a full-length childrenôs 

musical next year, entitled ñLife is 

Good! ò This wonderful, heart-

warming musical finds its basis in John 

16:33b, "In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart!   I have 

overcome the world." Bible characters 

such as Jonah, Noah, Job, David, and many others are 

brought to life in fun songs and dramatic sketches, and 

when the kids discover the real joy of the Lord, they finally 

agree that "Life is Good!" 

There are many dramatic roles and even pantomime parts: 

children and adults are welcome to join us for our 2017 

Youth and Family Musical!  

Registration  will open for the 

Youth Music ministry in August, via 

the Youth Music page of the ACP 

website. Rehearsals will continue on 

Wednesday afternoons between 13h 

and 16h30. Specific rehearsal times 

will be posted on the site as soon as 

possible. 

We hope you will join us! Contact 

ymusic@acparis.org with any 

questions. 

Onwards and Upwards! 
ACP Youth Music Program 

By Sara Barton 

tƘƻǘƻΥ aŀǊƪ tǊƛƳƳŜǊ 

tƘƻǘƻΥ 5ƛŘƛŜǊ IŜǎƭƻƴ 

IŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ƻō {ƛƴŎƭŀƛǊΤ tƘƻǘƻΥ {ŀǊŀ .ŀǊǘƻƴ 
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tƭŀŎŜΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ 
5ŀǘŜǎΥ нн-нс !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмс 
¢ƛƳŜǎΥ фƘлл-мнƘлл 
²ƘƻΥ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƎŜǎ о-мл  

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƛŘǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ /ŀǾŜ vǳŜǎǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ 
ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ŎǊŀƊǎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘϥǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  

{Ǉƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎκǾōǎΦ 

!ƭǎƻΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭƭŜ 5ŜƴŦŜǊǘ-.ŀǊƛŀƴƛ 
ŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎǿƻǊǎƘƛǇϪŀŎǇŀǊƛǎΦƻǊƎΦ 

Volunteer with Habitat for Humanity 
Founded in 1976, Habitat for Humanity has built or renovated more than 800,000 homes around the world, 
providing more than 4 million people with safe, decent, affordable shelter. Anyone who can hold a hammer or a 

paint brush is welcome to the work of Habitat for Humanity. 
Volunteers provide manpower that allows the building of homes or 
making renovations at considerably lower costs. 

More importantly, the volunteering experience transforms lives: both 
for the volunteers who work alongside Habitat homeowners and for 
partner families who see people who care enough to help them break 
the cycle of poverty. 

The American Church in Paris is organizing a Habitat for Humanity trip for August 2016 . If 

you're interested in supporting the Habitat trip to Kyrgyzstan this summer (end -July to 8 August), please 

contact the Habitat leader Kaï-Marcel Grunert via email:  awaiting_further_informations@yahoo.com  or have a 

look at the information on the ACP website.  

Vacation Bible School 
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Can I get a lift? 

By Kim Ball 

Every time I come to our precious American Church of 

Paris, you lift me. Often, I come with a tired head but 

always with a soft heart. And, you lift me. I leave lighter, 

stronger and fulfilled to shine on others because you 

carried me. And I am grateful for you.  

Iôm fortunate, you see. I know what awaits me behind 

our beautiful church doors because Iôve been faithfully 

coming to the ACP well before I lost the strength of my 

own legs to get me up our stairs to worship God, 

alongside you.  

Today, in my adult -youth, Iôm now living my life zipping 

around our City of magical energy in a chair with 

powered wheels to get me where I want to go. And, I 

want to go to my American Church of Paris! Itôs worth 

everything to me to find a way up our front door stairs. 

Seeé I need you. More than ever.  

On the outside, looking at our church from across the 

quaié the historical building is impressive. But whatôs 

inside is even more impressive. You. And there are lots 

more people, handicapped like me, who need you too.  

By this time next summer, our church has pledged to 

build a handicap lift. My husband and I plan to help lead 

the efforts to raise the necessary funds to build this lift.  

We need your support.  To enable all those who want to 

get inside, access. Access to a community of strength 

that weôre all in need of. Throughout the many stages of 

our life.  

Thank you for the lift.  

Mark your calendars: Two important fundraising events are planned to 

support this project. Both events will be held at the ACP, in the Thurber 

room.  

Wednesday, 21 September, 16h30: A cooking class and tasting, for a 

minimum donation of ú100.  

Friday 23 September, 20h: A ú1,000 per plate (minimum) Gala Dinner.  

ACP Youth is partnering  

with Serve the City!!  

Serve the City is an international vehicle that helps connect local volunteer 

organizations with a supply of volunteers. While Serve the City partners with 

churches, it is a non-discriminatory organization that seeks first and foremost 

to partner with any and all who serve their city.  

Join us for a week of service as we partner with Serve the City to serve OUR 

city! Students will be participating in city clean up and feeding the hungry. 

We've changed things up a bit this year ï it's going to be overnight at ACP! 

Meals, games, worship, teaching, service, and fellowship will create an 

experience and environment that grows, teaches, and challenges students 

about our call as Christians to be servants.  
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Fredôs f°te in photos  
2-5 June, ACP 

tƘƻǘƻǎΥ aŀǊƪ tǊƛƳƳŜǊ 

.ƭƻƻƳ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ tƭŀƴǘŜŘ - Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ .ƭƻƻƳ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ tƭŀƴǘŜŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ у hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ-ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 

!ƴƎƭƻǇƘƻƴŜ ƴŜǿŎƻƳŜǊǎ ǎŜǧƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳϥŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀǊƛŜ ŀǘ ōƭƻƻƳΦŀŎǇŀǊƛǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ  


