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Thoughts from
The Rev. Dr Scott Herr
Senior Pastor
Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, the sufferings of Christ will also =5¢ R ‘;‘
Having i ved in Pari s for sh%rt? % his gloryr R?m. ﬁ:.lg)m il 1
- : Since aryy surfered 'a unique A
scratch the cultural surface of the religious heritage that o . ’
is so much a part of this Clntetrlor 6martyrd|on%,t 'E) PyeS
pllaus%le t%at E'esus would Ko’nor

asked about the holiday coming up this summer on
Friday, 15 August. Parisians will enjoy the day off
because of t he
Pius XII formally defined the dogma of the Assumption
in his apostolic constitution Munificentissimus Deus on
1 November, 1950: "The Immaculate Mother of God,
the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of
her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into
heavenly glory. o

As a Protestant who has spent over 12 years serving in
primarily Roman Catholic tierra santa (six years in
Mexico and six years in France), | have learned to
mitigate my negative reflex responses to what some

Christians cal/l the fimari ol
Roman tradition when it comes to Mary, the mother of
Jesus. The Protestant posi
found in scripture,

alNBE Aa Ay | aSyaS GKS CaA
of Saairy3a GKIFG Ay FFOG I ff

inclined to hold to the sola scriptura teaching of the
Reformers of the 16" cent ur y: Aiscript

uide! . . o . .
g riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
But in fact, we all have our traditions . The questionis, Jesuso (italics mipastjense.The
what good might come from the tradition of the . .
~ . \ So, in one sensey, the As umptlgn qf Mary can be a
AAssumpti on of Maryo? PerhaPs W? rOtﬁsh nt s C r}
. holiday to celebrate how all those who are part of the

show some respect by at least trying to understand : .

. . Body of Christ have been assumed into the heavenly
what our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters are : N

reality of our Lord. That 6s

thinking in their reverence for Mary. And perhaps when

the holiday comes around, we may contemplate more
deeply the example of Mary as we reflect on our own
choices in hearing and

For exampl e, itds I mportan
Mary, who as probably a relatively poor teenage girl,
freely and actively cooperated in a unique way with
Godds plan of salvation
mother, she shared in the suffering of her child
(Luke 2:35). Scripture promises that those who share in

iAssumpt i onChristtans ffenr mast traditibns d

ure

(Luke 1:

her with a unique glory.

understand the Scriptures to
teach that one day all disciples
will be raised in a glorious form
and share in the resurrection of
Christ (1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 21:27). As the first person to
say "yes" to the good news of Jesus (Luke 1:38), Mary is
in a sense the First Disciple, and received an early
bl essing that in fact all/l

We all will share in the glory of Christ at some point in
the future, according to St. Paul (Il Thessalonians 2:14).
Battfirstyit begi(isi withouk learning to sa§ hefd and now,
as with faith did Mary, fi
tobod,;

it! o We ar e mor e

One
moO S

mor e

t a n

gd tl%&ﬂg% Olﬁ Itr@spasses, made us

alive together with Christ 6 by grace you have been
savedd and raised us up with him and seated us with

him in tréelh%a\ﬁegl% pla?eg in ghun?t Jesqs, so that in
the ages to come he might show the immeasurable

which we all can give God thanks and praise!

| hope you will make some time to enjoy the summer,

h e e dfiiendg. S&ordhé good rewslthat, like Mary, by grace
ayp been, spved and 12t ip § ey reql way yoy
been raised upé

ou
ﬁave

In Christ,

S —

Iy a

38; Gal . 4: 4) .
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Di

Wh e n
to jet off on an island getaway? But if, like me, the
closest you will be getting to a beach paradise this
summer might be an especially humid day somewhere
exotic like the American Midwest, then luckily for you

ACP is offering the next best thing! From 25 August

August rolls around,

through the 29th, the sounds of steel drums (and
hopefully something resembling an island breeze) will

transform the American Church in Paris into
SonTreasure
Island, a tropical c,.,,pel\.igh“

destination where
kids can discover

Godds | o\ ‘-
Children  from Sty G te

1 Corinthians 13
ages 310 are

invited to come

for a week of island games, colorful crafts, themed
shacks, catchy songs, and a catered lunch. More
i mportantly, they are
love as revealed through the beautiful words of 1
Corinthians 13. Each day, the children will hear one of

SONTEaSUR
lsinp ™

Vacation Bible School

Allison Wheeler
rector

of Childrendés Mini

wrhi® weekmis @& gvondesful wapaortunitynté tring hekv e
families to our church, so please encourage your
children to invite a friend (if your little one is shy, you
have the added benefit of making sure they have a
guaranteed buddy for the entire week). And please
consider busting out your old Hawaiian shirts and
joining the fun yourself: we are in need of adult and
youth volunteers to make sure that this week is a fun,
safe experience for all.

We look forward to
welcoming any and all
children who wish to
come and learn about the
love of God regardless of
the language that they
speak or their level of
ability. Please register
your children through our website, acparis.org. There
will be a 25 euro registration fee for each child to be

childrensworship@acparis.org to join us as a volunteer,
or with any other VBS questions that you may have.

S

i nvi tpaidl ontte ficsb dag of | VBR rPleasea tontact meGat d 6 s

five key truths about Goddés |l ove as described in this
treasured passage of Scripture: '6m already counting the day
Godods l ove is giving, God ghperlteng:g Ihotpe?:hatFPu aHd youb%hlédregwnl b8ve i
caring, Godbds Il ove is forg|6erﬁ8eaz§’%rao hfguaos l ove is foreve

VOLUNTEER OPPORVEUNMIrTeY:!l ooking for adult and youth v

|l unch
org

Vacati on
Pl ease

Bi bl e-1Sbhobhege ZBeWughis255 catered
contact AlhlilgornWheelsdrn pgacpari s.

p

want
bl ue gy

wonot
bar becue,

You
Beer ,

4th of July

Country Fair at ACP

»*

17-B2h Friday Amelrilcypn @Hurtchei n
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The Rev. Mi chel l e Wa
Associ ate Pastor

Dear friends,
Each month during the year, and even during the mission of this community. For indeed, God is at work
summer, the American Church in Paris publishes the within each and every one of us.
Spire. Not only does the newsletter contain valuable ) ) )
information about what is going on within this And, if you have a chance this summer, write a letter.
community of faith, it is produced by many hands and Everyone appreciates receiving a letter in the mail!
really is a labor of love. Made up of many different ~ Who knows, maybe your letter will provide
types of articles and letters, the Spire also becomes a encouragement for someone elsei just another little
record of the life and work of the ACP community. piece of Godds grace, arriuvi
The production of this edition of the Spire got me Beénédictions,
thinking about just how valuable letters are. After all, Michelle
the Apostle Paul thought letters were pretty
worthwhil e, so why shoul dno tPauweaRd imdthy,e r

servants of Christ Jesus,
al 80S &2dzNJ f SGSNI 6Aff LINE OA RS ab yho 2sdiid @ S
a2YS2yS2d&fiaS y2GKSNI f Agt S LIA SO JeuFwhe @R
I NNA GAy3 O2dzNIiSae 2F ayl At Yhhiippi, with the

bishops and deacons:
own personalities i special stationary, the ink and even ? Grace to you and
the handwriting make a letter a unique expression of peace from God our
sentiment. And unlike the text or the mobile call, letters LSS ar_1d 1L Sl
can be preserved for the future. SIS Gl

3 ] thank my God every
In his salutation to the Philippian Church, Paul time | remember you,
encouraged the church to overflow in love and to grow 4 Constanﬂy praying with joy in every one of my
in knowledge of the Lord. Despite being in chains, the prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the
Apostle urges believers to have compassion, to stand gospel from the first day until now.
1t‘|rrrr11 in the spirit and Ito live I:fetm a.mannerbworthyGof Lo 6 | am confident of thIS that the onﬁ who beg

€ gospe . N . y 0dos go%drvs%r amon& yomf'lelII bnng ittoc I§|on e F N

marked_ as heavenly citizens; thferefore, believers should the day of Jesus Christ. ” It is right for me to think this
set their minds on heavenly thmg_s. Moreover, he tells way about all of you, because you hold me in your
the church that God is at work within each one of them. heart, for all of you share

Paul 6s |l etters preserved
that the early faith community encountered. They detail
what life together was like for the early church, and
they point to the reality
through the community.

This summer as you flip through your Spire, |
encourage you to reflect on the many ways in which
God is working within this faith community. My hope is
that our continuous reflection on where God is already
working will lead us to envision new ways to serve God
and neighbor through the fellowship, worship and

Ma N Bnfirdation of the goépeq Ys¥or Bod fs m;? Wltness

of

both in .my {m risonment and in_the defense a d

g9
how | long for all of you with the compassion of

Christ Jesus. .
ow Godos grace wor ks

9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day
of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 1! having
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 1:1-11
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Pal nting with t
Tuesday 10 June
by Rev. Scott Herr

God is so good. I had for
our son Matthew, it tu
birthday experience he get!

| was al sd
i mpressed
(g = with so mg
event turned —people
[ and won bhie | p e d

that the Lo
rprising way.
p? | just kn
who had neve
e was speechl
r face, when
hink of the e
wes ome! I " ve
ing |like it b
of faith wer

-

®D®> X —m = 0

The exhibition of paintings runs through 10 July. Thanks

Success: ACP ran and wal ked
By Megan Staley

ruanu ~
e Kyiv

We did it! We've made it to Jerusalem and are Loion R CemaY o inkow R~
now resting our tired feet and legs. PaisQ 7 wucho oy | Ukmaine

. F,a;' : Vaduz - Austria s Moldo.va. %:i‘ﬁg";‘:::‘
We beat our target by 1797 km! (1117 miles), Bay of Bty f. 7 Milan q:f:" Romania | gg};sf
thanks in large part to the 18 members of Our & NN {Serbiat_g i P
Lady of the Rosary from St. Paul, Minnesota, : -3 Rome SR R 5 icaria (
who each walked 72 miles on a pilgrimage to Portugal Megd & Ty i T atanpal Ankara
Chartres, along with ACP's Eileen Heuston. o Sm"f"‘"" :\?:s . G’"‘: tzmi Tun:;po

° oo ! g Athens =

This is not to diminish the contributions of the e Ve Sy T . .
other 27 people taking part in this virtual Ser R - _— L§"‘°"v
journey, which included ACP members and Mprooco~— : 1"5’7’:}19-.., ...-°"--.:-;a;;. ;JE'USB'em
friends of all ages (babies too!) and all fitness i | Ty carol"*®
levels. ‘- aua 00 M Egypt

It included families taking weekend hikes, people meeting and running together, people running alone, those
training for upcoming races, and those who run/walk just for the love of exercise and being in nature.

Stay tuned for future events, runs, races, and photo projects from the ACP Running Group. To get connected, email
running@acparis.org
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The present per sec

The Rev. Dan Haugh
Associ ate Pastor for Youth an

In April 1943, a man was arrested by the German the sufferings of God at the hands of a godless world" if
Gestapo for his involvement in the Nazi resistance it were to be a true church of Christ.

movement and imprisoned at Tegel prison in Berlin.
On 9 April, 1945, just two weeks before Allied forces
liberated the camp and three weeks before Hitler's
suicide, he was executed by hanging. This man was a
Lutheran pastor, a theologian, author, founding
member of the Confessing Church, and known for his
vocal opposition to Hitler's euthanasia program and
genocidal persecution of the Jews.

Today, millions of people suffer for their faith and

there exists growing resistance to the liberating gospel

of Christ in our world. In increasing number and
severity, Christians around the globe are being
persecuted and even executed for their faith. We know

from Scriptures (the example of Christ, the tradition of

the apostles, Hebrews 11, etc.) and from history, that
often this can be the ficost
This man was Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote about and experienced.

Bonhoeffer and, like so many
Christians before and after him,
he suffered for his faith,
martyred as a Christ-follower. It
was precisely his Christian faith
that led him to take action, to stand against the Nazi
movement and try to thwart its advancement, by all
means possible.

Here at The American Church in Paris, we have
brothers and sisters in Christ unable to return to their

homes because of persecution. It is easy to look at our
persecutors as enemies and to see suffering as evil.
However, centuries of Christian witness affirms the

power and beauty in following the example of Christ

and seeing suffering as a pathway to God and our
enemies as channels to extend

He wrote these words: . :
Af ter years of i mprisonment,

iThere remains an experi enc epehshnalithBdioByaRdcorinfuhaf corffdsdiohLemeryéd.

have for once learned to see the great events of world Rather than turn towards bitterness and anger, he
history from below, from the perspective of the outcasts, believed that love and blessing were paramount ’
the suspects, the maltreated 6 in short, from the '

perspective of those who suffer. Mere waiting and | conclude with one more quotation:

looking on is not Christian behaviqr. Christians are ABless them that persecute you.
called to compassion and to gpCdith 8s"any longer and takes to cursing us, our

The truth is that our actions have consequences. Often immediate reaction must be to lift up our hands and bless

him. Our enemies are the blessed of the Lord. Their
curses can do us no harm. May their poverty be enriched

with all the riches of God, with the blessing of Him whom

they seek to oppose in vain. We are ready to endure their

curses so long as they
redound to their
- Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,

The Cost of Discipleship

if we take a stand for our faith and what we hold to be
true and right, we will suffer the consequences.
Bonhoeffer was not afraid to suffer, for to him, God is a
suffering God. Throughout
his writings, he argued that
Christians should not
retreat from the world but
act within it, believing that
two elements were
constitutive of faith: the
implementation of justice
and the acceptance of
divine suffering.
Bonhoeffer insisted that
the church, like the
Christians, "had to share in

For more information on
the Confessing Church see:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Confessing_Church

For more information
about present-day
persecution of Christians,
see: www.persecution.com

: L il
Gallery of 20th Century Martyrs at Westminster Abbey
From left, Mother Elizabeth of Russia, Martin Luther King, Jr., Oscar Romero and Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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" The

weddi ng mi ni

For better or for wors
By Il inca Mreana
Then | heard the voice of the Here are a few comments from happy couples:
LorgosAaydlngh, OWh nﬁh ou slo much for all of yc
send:> n . who W'V\;e&dlnggﬁ was a[:)solult’eﬁl CP(?n‘ect and we appreciate
And l Sa_'d' OHe'egeraynfhﬁng yeou did to make it be
me! 6 | saiah 6:
) AA huge thank you to you and Pa
The words of prophet Isaiah  p| essed, and wunforgettable wed:
were in my mind after | Brown homily was very touching and the ceremony was a
graduated from the Theological Institute 9 years ago beautiful affirmation of our love before God and all our
and moved to France. | knew God was calling meto friends and family. o Sylvia and
serve h|m, and when | was hired at the church it ADear Pastor Morgan, Shauna and

became clearer to me. | have been
serving the church for 7 years and |
am so pleased that | was part of
such a wonderful community. Since
day one | have been growing, and
the staff here was very helpful as
well as the church members who
prayed for me, and the volunteers
who helped to make my job easier.

When | first came to the office
3,000 emails were waiting to be
answered, we had a simple black &
white copy machine and Sonia was
helping every Friday evening to fold
the bulletins for Sunday.

Technology changed things: we
now have a color photocopy
machine that actually folds and
staples booklets. The emails never
stopped coming but this shows that
we are an active congregation, there
are many needs and we are busy working for the Lord.

As many have said, this church is my home away from
home. Serving with the Young Adults, going to Habitat
for Humanity trips, singing in the contemporary
worship band, and providing support for the pastors
and the wedding couples, all these things were possible
only through Godés guidanc
that He chose me to do his work here.

During those 7 years | was privileged to welcome over
1,000 couples. We have given out hundreds of Japanese
bibles, and our visiting pastors were always there to
support and enrich the wedding ministry. We always
strived to provide a wedding blessing service which was
meaningful and wonderful.

The best moments of my work were the couples who
have returned after 20 or
wedding at ACP; I woul d |
always bring the wedding registry out to show them
their signature.

8 ACP Spire, July / August 2014

you did to make our wedding even more

than we hoped. Even after we missed our
rehearsal you went above and beyond to
readj ust your schedul eé
you and I'l'incads i mport
marriage. We will forever remember you

and what our ceremony
Philippe and Shauna

When | read these thank you notes, |
am reminded of the blessings God has
given us. We have a beautiful
sanctuary, an incredibly organized staff,
faithful ministers and a supporting
congregation. Godods
together and we are able to share our
gifts and talents with others.

P

Now the Lord is calling me to another
season of my life. | am getting married
to a wonderful young man who was
brave enough to come all the way to
Paris and ask me to be his wife. Our
wedding is on 26 July at ACP. | once
coordinated weddings for other people, now the time
has come to plan my own.

It is a bittersweet transition to leave behind friends and
family and it is a new beginning for me. My new church
home will be in England, but my heart will always be in
Paris at the ACP. Everything | was taught | am planning

& us Bris GdryAfiefever e me endh@nor ed

Like Isaiah
now, | say it
again as | did
nine years
ago: f

here | am, |
send me

i '.’f:’—',_—/- — w!

50
i ke

year
to

my
secep EN&f fCBHIECHOi -t edoor




Wor ki ng wedd]

The Rev. Kit School ey
Visiting Pastor

il remember theswedeidngssan Diego, addi ng
in those daysy®darsaiind Neew .York City after
Rick Sommers, former learned Japanese in public school in Korea, noted the
ACP Associ at e laRguame came infihamedy when she met her future
had weddings Monday, Japanese husband that day in California.
Wednesday and Friday,
and since there were three
of us, each pastor took one day and gave it up pretty
much to weddings. No OVisit

This account to you of my half-y e ar woul dno
complete without a few words of thanks to all who have
il 5 81§ hace by aRnede it dmong
Music Director Fred Gramanwywoaddaead, ffe@H ydsk,e awedd viehet ur n.
Japanese agencies brought fresh flowers for each tourist destination, into our home away from our home.

wedding. Some days we had four or five onehour
weddings, and flowers were everywhere in the church.
We cleared away flowers from one wedding to prepare
for the next. o

| also close by telling you that Illinca Mreana , the
churchodés-tfiimestWeddliihg Coordi n:
from her work after 7 years, at the end of June. llinca

So it goes in the wedding trade, | suppose. As my time | fo i
draws to an end as the Visiting Pastor doing the Ry Q
yeomands portion of 127 we on

my six months with you, and also hearing the stories
from years ago concerning weddings. will be married herself at the church on 26 July. Her
replacement is Keiko Matsushima . We wish llinca
well as she plans her own wedding after helping 2,000
other couples from around the world hold their wedding
d A bride arriving in the sanctuary for a renewal of vows  blessing here.

wasnot aware of what her h uInS \Pula r]I'grr gn% ? wili Igavemg)una%d thhfgirncit Stoh €
agreed to their vow renewal. She burst into tears at the Y, y Y Y

sight o f t he sanctuary, S areturn to o’ur ovr\%npf\atw C|t¥hG_reer\}Ysléo(r]odl\{orr'ﬁh C_arolma.
ays there il be i fferent

Let me recount some anecdotes from the first six months
of weddings this year:

years ago, | was so caught up in the details and planning A A .

t hat I di dnot real ly experieenr.creyoist 'pa.lroedq?tys,o \{Zo.ltkhi ﬁ’vgedidr%nlge
. . yatcat|on and then.get down to’the sa |s%/|ng busingss of

I feel the emotions | di dnao reestﬁatsuffgredlfnsthemore

as | think of recenacti ng my weddi

) erience
n glantw%ffé\ﬁerlb%d% reqwrerl]boglpg
mature and grounded. 0

evere so\ﬁthern winter, and spoiling our grandchildren

for a time at what we call nC:
0 A young Asian bride arrived attired in her wedding
clothes, accompanied by parents and two younger sisters
(14 and 16). The girls had on cute frocks for this
occasion, underpinned by white Converse sneaks, circa
1965. They were a striking contrast: contemporary and
retro. When the bride, in her beautiful gown, ascended
the stairs to the chancel, she lifted her skirt just a bit.
Beneath one saw her shoes- yes, they were an act of
solidarity with her young sisters: Converse All-Stars!

It will be a return to rhythms we recognize and in which

we delight. We shall miss you greatly and on some days

we will turn our face toward the East, hoping to see what

i happening with Ayodall .o Ma
favor and give you peace.

0 A couple from China, she from one of the remote

provinces, he a Frenchborn resident of China, arrived

with some 40 family members, all of whom spoke

French. The bride spoke a Chinese dialect as well as
English. The groom spoke French, Mandarin Chinese
and a little English.

0 A couple arrived from Japan. The bride was Korean
and the groom Japanese. | asked where they met. They
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