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Thoughts from
The Rev. Dr .
Seni or Pastor

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,

As we move through this season of
Lent, | was asked recently in light of
'Qr Godds grace, i f
were of any use at
gquestion, as it raises the distinction

"DISCIPLINE W

bet ween what theol ogi ans
fisanctification.d One of my
gospel is Ephesians 2:81 0 : AFor by

saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God & not the result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be
our way of Iife.o

Do you see the two very different aspects and clear order
embedded in these verses? On the one hand, our salvation is
all about grace through faith. There is nothing we can do to
fifsave ourselveso or add to
and rose again for us! There are no works that contribute
one drop of sweat toward
the other hand, it is also clear that God created us for a new
life in Christ Jesus, a life that is different
than our 1ife prior
We are created for good works and good
works are to be our way of life! The order
makes all the difference. But it is also
important to recognize that grace is the
engine (from beginning to end) which
drives any transformation and good works
that proceed from a saved life.

Paul seems to follow up on this paradox
when he writes to the
beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absencework out your
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is

at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for

his good pleasured  ( P h i-13, itali@s: niin2). God is at
work within us, and so our lives are to be engaged in the
process of working out, or practicing our salvation with fear
and trembling, which | take to mean humble awe and
gratitude.

Scott

€ disdiplines trsfdnfihg'u
fsghifeli in Cifist) SHatGUP drebted afd c8IE & 00 f 1

gracepgyou

| Grace, Faith and Works in Salvation

one may boast. - Ephesians 2:8-10

bel i evenfichwden

the Thé Qeg/ &uiasiiq% th Iany gfith'?é gpiiriRJAI &is’&iﬁliﬁes we
Ilght engdgd 18r Shis @esor dMPefit (of #hy? deason of

discipleship for that mat_terg) is simply,  Are the spiritual
tofedrfto’ tHe abhts (o8 d

have been

This begs the question: What is the true measure of any

spiritual Aprogresso or sig
fgood workso or that our sa
Awor ked out o in us? I | o
observation, iSaints are wh

their sanctity makes them admirable to others, but
because the gift of sainthood makes it possible for
them to admire everybody else. It gives them a clarity

U N & coWPabsfon tRat caFfhd doSdtin themfbst tefrinfe® d -

criminals. It delivers them from the burden of judging

thi somgd fednderding GtRed thdn. § fehcked thernf Bb- B

bring the good out of others by compassion, mercy, and

pardon. A man becomes a saint not by
Nconlichdn | thal hé is better than
sinners but by the realization that he
is one of them, and that all together
need the mercy of

Go ¢

Friends, as we move through the last
days of Lent into the humbling
remembrances of Holy Week, we are
reminded again and againthati t 6 s a
about grace. May the spiritual disciplines and training

ggdé 'Ie!id' uf® 4 deepgr Eﬂbl%éiaﬁoh G €
Godds grace. And may our I
sinners that we are, bear the fruit of grace: freedom
from judging or condemning others, and an increase in
compassion, mercy and pardon toward all! This is the
Easter new life to which we are called and to which we
must give witness in our broken and hurting world.

Grace and peace to each of you as we continue working
out our salvation together.

ltoés the dif frying lkarder eandowése wamiag. In Christ,
Any athlete knows the benefits of wise training. Is€ott ¥y O U
gorng t o run a marathon, you*Thogngsr}\/I%rtton, l!levl\J/ geteds&%onte%wglatﬁon (g(bﬂeg ofr un

42.195 kilometers. That would hurt most people. It would
kill me! Rather, you train, maybe even begin with walking a
kil ometer each day until
distance and speed without doing yourself injury.

youobr e

Gethsemani, New Direction Books 1961), 57.

ready t o increase your
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Wedbdve all been there. We 6 Wit placed in yduarelationshies, edueation, or gearegru t e
panic over what to gi ve uparefyautempites totbe theorern cantoothre of us it 06
chocolate. For others ' tOﬁ/elﬁe|r?é)éhl?tﬂeth§[encoﬁré'ggse(/en(9el brae® M€
other food we deem unhealthy and tempting. More the master our destiny V
rec |e ntl by k' tos become popul @k NGpod) e¥e® |fv6éf€,van?s%rﬁe‘thﬁwd and\ofk' &>
particular Facebook. hard enough at it, we can have it. It seems good
Our practice of self-denial during the Lenten season enough. In fact in some ways these lessons are good
has its roots in remembering the temptations of Jesus  for us as individuals. It is good to work hard for
in the wilderness. In our self-denial we are constantly  something. It is good to have the hope that we can pull
reminded of the example Jesus set and the victory ourselves out of hardship through hard work.
Jesus won, while also remembering the cost of But in the end itoés all about
following him. in control?
But what 'hippensh afterho%r. 40-day jo\;Jvrnet))/? phanges In effect when we try to become the master of our own
arr1e wle pic V\;Jp those da'l :_S agsln. SV e?m eating fate we are saying (whether consciously or not) we
chocolate. e start drin ing beer. We logon t(_) want to be God.
Facebook. In his book The Weight of Glory, C.S. Lewis _ . .
wrote, AThe New Testamen+ Th&igmpgtionsptJesupin g Wildegess yare thee |
denial, but not about self-d e ni al as an e $ame kinds of teregpeyons inghe (Ggrden of Eden. The
other words, self-d eni al i sno6t about the serpent said to the humans, take
mere practice of seltdenial, but in control, be in charge of your own
something deeper. lives, because you know best.
Perhaps wedve used Mprgpftenthan not in our own
self-denial as an end in itself. What lives when we try to make ourselves
would it look like, then, to truly give the masters of the universe we
something up for Lent? And not only inevitably mess things up. God does
give it up for Lent, but forever. not expect control simply to assert

i . Godoés aut hority ove
On the first Sunday of Lent in youth deserving as it is G
group we looked at the story of the our lives is always in our best
temptation of Jesus in the wilderness interest and always protects us
in the gospel of Luke. Over apd over despite our very best protests,
Jgsus is tempted t?y the deyﬂ. First against the idea and our claims that
with hunger, then with authority, and we know whatos best
finally with power. ’

. hi h So during this season, our youth

As we studied this story together one have been challenged to give up for
thread _that_ runs throughout these _ N Lent. To give up control over their
temptgﬂogs IS controii. Over arlldv\%er aj]galn the deV|I_ S" Jives. To give up the idea that simply with enough hard
temp“”g_ esus to ta econtr.o. en Jesus 1S ;tarvmg work and determination that we can live the best
the devil tempts Jesus with food. The devil then possible life
tempts Jesus by offering authority over all the . ' _
kingdoms of the world. Finally, in what seems tobe |t 0s a lesson | ~am learning
the most tempting situation of all, Jesus is tempted to ~ Powerful way this Lent.
show his true power. And why not? If he showed his so wonét you join us in givini

power to people in commanding the angels to protect
him, many people might have come to believe that he
really was the Son of God.

Where in your life are you tempted to take control?

ng up

Billy
Di rector,
Young Adult

RO
Y

Because in the end, our giving up control means giving
the Creator of the world, who loves us more than
anyone ever could, the power to guide and direct our
steps toward truth, beauty, and goodness.
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Thurber Thursdays is an adult community gathering and growth time that is open to all.

John Huffman
Thurber Thursday 31 March 19h00

A Profile of the Church that Will Not Just
Survive but Flourish in the 21st Century

At Thurber Thursday on 31 March, our guest speaker
will be Dr. John A. Huffman, Jr., a leading figure
in national and international Evangelical circles.

After 47 years of active local church ministry, Dr.
Huffman was honorably retired in November of 2009
by the Los Ranchos
Emeri tuso by t he
Presbyterian Church. He has now reemerged as a
AMinister at Large. o

Born in Boston, Dr. Huffman earned his B.A. in
history from Wheaton College and holds several
advanced or honorary degrees, including a Master of
Divinity and a Doctorate of Ministry from Princeton
Theological Seminary. As a Princeton student, he
served as an assistant to Dr. Norman Vincent Peale at
New Yorkés Marble Collegia

As a Princeton graduate student he served as an

assistant to Dr. Nor man Vi
Marble Collegiate Church and to Dr. Bryant M.
Kirkl and at New Yor kos Fi

Church, where he was ordained. From 19651968, he
was the associate pastor at the First Preshyterian

Pres by Nespry

congr eg HHe hao éxtensivé radi®dnd televisidrdl talkesholv xperience

Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. From 1968-1973, he was pastor
of the Key Biscayne Presbyterian Church in Florida. From
19731978, he served as pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In 1978 John Huffman

became the pastor of the 40000me mber St . An c
Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach, California.

Dr . Huf f man has written nine b
You Wantod and fAForgive Us Our
Focus Publications, and t he [

Communicator's Commentary published by Thomas

and elected APastor

on secular stations in Miami, Pittsburgh and Los Angeles.
He currently serves as an authoritative resource for various
networks, newspapers and magazines on contemporary

matters of faith and life.

Dr. Huffman has held many leadership positions in the
Presbyterian Church (USA). He attended, as an Elected
Accredited Visitor, the World Council of Churches Seventh
Assembly in Canberra, Australia in 1991 and served on the
Geénerdl IBoafdCdi the National Board of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the US, chairing the

Rieskytprian dplegafipndor tyqtemge v  vYor k 6 s
He has been involved in professional sports chaplaincies,
ifhctuding thewvigamiwelphirf3 (1869 b1978)etle ivigiting NFL
teams (19731978) and served as the backup chaplain on
the PGA Senior Golf Tour (19731978).

2dz0KXb22Yy

5
9USNE aSO2YR {dzyRl-eoRMp UK DRYLU
I NB @&2dz | é&wydzi Ko KRl R&& deym 0t S G2 | §SYR 2GKSNJ & 2dzii K
FYy20KSNJ OKIFyO0S G2 KIFy3 2dzi FyR 3INRB¢ Ay TFlLAGKK W2A
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Uncl ut

Rev

For four Thursdays in January and February, a group of 27
people gathered in the Thurber Room around the theme

ASi mplify. o Our series began
Hybel s, and the four session
Schedul e, 0 ASpend Wisely, o f
and AFull Surrender . o0 Ti me;

trust: all significant life themes, and appropriate things to

Aoy 3

Jim -Bbewwpv

t 302 NA

t er el

I come from a family of Ak
AiDonbt throw that away, it
that away, we mi ght need it

ts and garages full) of things easily grow,
create cIutterI

The clutter of unneeded possessions is fed by the

Acluttero of thoughtl ess o
Glytter jof timg wasted keeps wis from tfuﬁyt“%a't%'ﬂg b
SR S A o il .Amff oy 2

r%nﬁtvmg éhg |k|adt oif"lg)(ﬁt,geﬂ pé;mntu Ipr rl iFP

{

consider during this season of Lent.

What was most striking to me was the power of the word that

callmg us.
Whatever part of your life the word may touch;

foll owed the title nS|mpI|f hat'lg\ff lﬂndﬁf?%'fy”wOECI%@'HQC'tU]?yter.
sub-t i tl e of the book is Unclutstg%e ieyer pagwy amtmayop]enfmeaCQSﬁr a
I, and others in the discussi atl}(sw'th hrésts bqprgme@ddthevworpshandttheg W O
AUnclutter. o ASi mplifyo i s ~L‘L aI TNy ot 0 o) i’JF

AiUncluttero is visceral, emo t ion"all u'[ttaenrg|boluer. I'

Pastor

When | was asked to write something for the
Spire about iPastoring
Jimd it gave me pause.
this time at the American Church in Paris is the
first time that Jim and | have served in one place
at the same time!

We married as United Methodist clergy
colleagues 30 years ago. Over those years: |
served as pastor on university campuses while
Jim served as pastor of congregations; then we
both pastored congregations but in different
towns; then | pastored a congregation while he
was a district superintendent; now | am a
professor at a seminary in Berkeley, California as
Jim is, as he says, fiser
-time pastor in Vacaville while living as a nearly
fulltime musician. 0

We share a commitment to the Gospel of Christ
and to full time Christian ministry and we have
lived out our ordination vows in different and

TBen r
Frver se

Par

Odet t eStlLeoncakr

Family Team with

e%lo'n%%g(t tsheWreea %" e deep
and call and we are blessed by and learn from our differences.
We also share a beautiful family.

Rev

as a

And the faith, mutual support, organizational panache, values
clarification, spiritual rootedness, gratitude, grace, honesty,
sense of humor, flexibility, passion for and dedication to
beloved community required for our lives as partners, parents,
grandparents, and pastors is the same as for any couple called
into the ministry of all believers by their Baptism.

My primary sabbatical work while in Paris is research and
writing (and studying French). B
VisitinggPaston | will gladly segvenas alle agdsas khave alieady

been invited in worship, speaking, teaching, conversations, and
ministries of this wonderful Christian community.

As gender roles and relationships change with generations and
Godds ongoing revelation it is o
Family Team Jesus.

ACP Spirdarch 2016
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For the last six years Tim

has been serving as
Associate Pastor at
Gateway Presbyterian W 9 a 9 a .

Church in The Dalles, Oregon. He is also a volunteer justice
speaker for International Justice Mission, which works to

address issues of slavery and injustice that disproportionately
i mpact the worl dds poor.

¢ dzNJy/
Ot 201 a
0 HKnAan
HT

Tim is a New York Yankees fan and a longsuffering Buffalo
Bills fan. His hobbies include basketball and cycling. His
favorite Bible verses are Micah 6:8 and Acts 17:28. |
Tim, Maija and the kids - Noah, Sophia, and Ezra- are very
excited about arriving in Paris and being a part of our

beautifully diverse ACP community.
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Welcome to ACP Today, the radio voice of the American
Church in Paris!

Launched 4 years ago, ACP Today radio show airs the
first and third Monday of every month at 8:45pm on
Frequence Protestante 100.7 on your FM dial. For 40
minutes twice a month ACP Today shares the voices of
members of the ACP community, highlights activities
taking place at the church and provides answers to your
faith questions. ACP Today, Faith talk from Paris!

Genie Godula, ACP member and anchor for the French
news channel France 24, leads the team of volunteer
hosts. When asked what motivated her to lead this
project at ACP Genie
expl ai Inbegan my
career in radio, and |
have such fond memories
of starting out, it's a real
pleasure for me to teach
people how to put
together and host a show. | love getting to know the
different pastors who come on and helping the hosts
conquer their nerves and just get in front of the mike
and have fun with it. It's a big
challenge presenting a 40-minute
show, and our hosts have all been
doing top -quality work. 0

Monthly meetings are held to trade

story ideas, test new concepts for the
show, assess what worked well in past
shows and identify future guests. Each
host brings a unigque voice to the
show.

A

Listeners will appreciate the polished, practiced approach
by Genie Godula, Nancy Dimich and Ginny Powersi all
skilled media professionals, the thick New York accent
and wry humor on the air with Robert James Oliver and
Jim Hobbbés easy going
scholarly touch with his historical explanations and
anecdotes. Monica Bassett has a special way of putting

R her guests at ease and
engaging lively interactions in
the studio.

Hosts rotate to share the
responsibility of preparing
and presenting each show.
Geni e /sty lsosts hdve

ebul [AIC&Pn cTeodayA mietamP iae t

Sear |

e

become more used to
how the show works,

they've gotten better
and better on the air.

It's great to see people
really come into their

own hosting styles and having fun with it! There's also
been quite a bit of turnover, and it's been great for me to
get to know other members of the congregation who |
probably wouldn't know otherwise 0 .

One feature segment of ACP Today is the Question of
Faith. The Pastor co-hosting the show will be asked to

provide insight on an issue or question submitted by a

listener. Questions of Faith vary from show to show and

grapple with issues such as understanding lalaicité, the

origins of Ash Wednesday and even as faifetched as the

spiritual lessons from the movie Groundhog Day!

Anot her popul ar segment i s
a way to get to know members of the ACP community and
the music that inspires them. Guests pick a song that has
particular meaning to them and share with listeners.

Music is a central part of worship at ACP and a central
y feature any given ACP Today show!
The show has featured in studio
performances by Alexia Rabé,
Phinehas, Young Woong Seo and his
brother Il -Woong Seo, and Lisa
Prevett on the flute. Genie recalls,
fiOne year we had a few of the bell
ringers on and it was so cool having
them tell us how the bells work, plus
it sounded great

All of the shows are available to download on the ACP
website. I f you have a
on air, a Question of Faith to be answered, a Story or
Song to share, please contact the

acptoday@acparis.org We love to
hear from our I
also always looking for people to
host or help with the show by
recording, editing and producing

interviews and segments.

CKA& Y2y OGK R2yQi
al NOK 4 wnKnpLlY 2Yy
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"tomorrow
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Hope and heallng
By Pringle Frankl in

Wh a't was Godds purpose i n mMddsti m@rriecha peoplea (
you grow closer to your spouse? How should a Christan ar endt even
view divorce? how to make their
husband or wife a better
person in the Lord.
Maybe that is why most
marriages need help!

To hear answers to these and other questions, mark your
calendars for an upcoming two-part series on the book
Hope & Healing in Marriage: True Stories of Renewed
Love by author Pringle Franklin. The sessions will be held
on 10 March and 17 March as part of our Thurber After researching my
Thursday offerings. book in the United States
and France, | 6ve come up wit
formula to apply to the question: is it time to give up on

i i ) my marriage? A few marriages are so ideal, they seemed to
people, if they are honest, have contemplated leaving their have been made in Heaven. These lucky people just know

spouses at some point. The heart of this book is about .y 16 work out their issues with mutual love and respect.
endurance, sticking with your spouse in a contemporary i 's mi ght represent 109% of t

society that encourages people to bail out if their needs . .
arendot being met . Other marriages are so broken, they seem like they were

Here is a sneak peek:
When is it time to give up on my marriage? Most married

i . made in Hell (think serious abuse, drug addictions,
To begin, letds look atThan , a.&¢ iﬂfi'derl\té, lof® 9 Thésd Girk Rased Eh8ulll end in
Meaning of Marriage by the Rev. Timothy Keller. In the divorce. This might represent
Introduction of his wonderful marriage guidebook, Keller
addresses the primary question: The majority, or around 70% of marriages, were made on
. earth. These are the ones which can benefit from changes
What was GodOos purpesgelhyfhbfatingd | jfestyle, in
marriage? two partners willing to roll up their sleeves, these
iMarriage is a way mlaomitwessgiami tlueal saved. Mo s t

friends to help each other on their lands within this middle ground.

journey to become the persons God  come and join us to find out more! The talk runs from
designed them to bf9ﬁ45t021h°15new and

deeper kind of happiness is found on _ '

the far si deReo fimotyo | 10Marghs Diyorce, anger, and contempt

Keller 17 March: Divorce, lust, and betrayal
Wow. What a goal. This is the opposite
of the usual idea that my spouseds job is to make me happ

Gf SG GKS g2NR 2F / KNR a
YR FRY2YA&AK 2yS |y2i
GAOGK 3ANI al0dzRS Ay &2 dzNJ

YR ALANRGdzr £ &2y

l YR gKI G§SOSN) 82dz R23

SOSNEBOKAY3A AYy (GKS yI YS
GKIFyl1a G2 D2R (KS CI
/| 2f2aaAidkTya oYMC
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sit to Deep

As | was saying goodbye to South  each person | met, | mentioned both names and a smile
Sudan, | was sharing with Carolyn ~ covered their faces.

Bouazouni. my plans to visit India
for a few weeks. Immediately, her
face lit up and she told me |
should talk to Pascale Deforge
about visiting the Deep Griha

While it was a blessing to see the expanse of the church
community, I was more touched
to navigate the challenges of being a nonprofit in order

to meet the needs of the community. From childcare for

; ; single mothers to adult education and income-

Society in Pune, about 150km g onerating activities, | met individuals, like Pakrash

outside of Mumbai. Little did | and Rajud, who gained new opportunities for education

know that the namgsSmb/ménd that! Gtfrwise, would not have

and the AAmerican Church i @xistgdawritHOLﬁISGS\ﬁrBdfalrng. l'i ght up so
many faces when | would visit 2 months later.

o i What a dynamic team in a dynamic city! My only regret
| recently completed that visit and can confidently say was that | could not stay longer, and | look forward to

that the grace of the community at ACP and that of  o41ing the stories from future visits of ACP. members
Pascal eds has touched ma n ¥, pad Deep Gri ha Soci ety

(DGS), a nonprofit that has been empowering
individuals in the slums of Pune since the 1970s. With

First things first
From Coach Joe Gibbs'Two Minute Drills

You may or may not be a listmaker. It doesn't really matter. Because whether
you are or you aren't, we all live by a list. We all do what's most important to us

But f 2 ye first the d our ones, twos, and threes. The tens, twelves, and fifteens rarely make an
Kingdom of

actual appearance.

The same goes for our money. We may or may not live by a budged Ron Blue

will get us for that & but we have our reasons for spending and saving the way
and his righteousness: and all we do... or don't. Our first things come first, whether they're sound or just

these things shall be added selfish.
unto you.

Thankfully, the Bible comes right out and tells us what our first financial thing
needs to be: 'Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your
produce” (Proverbs 3:9). Before one dime goes toward dinner out or a new DVDd or even toward your mortgage,
insurance, and utility bills d giving to God through the church where you worship should come right off the top.
First thing.

Martherw 6 )

Or how easily it becomes a forgotten thing.

If this sounds a little too radical and expensive, seek out someone you know mes=— . .. m
who manages their money by this principle. Ask if it's proven to be a bust to GAMEPLAN Tt Y
their financial health, a decision they've grown to regret. See if instead God FOR LIFE o
hasn't opened up the "floodgates of heaven" and poured out on them a

blessing "without measure" (Malachi 3:10). When the Lord comes first, everything else just falls into place.

Prayer: | ask you, Lord, to help me realize that everything | own or earn comes from you. May | be grateful
enough to honor you with my giving, and to grow my trust in you at the same time.

tfSFasd KStLI NBOaOtS (GKAa LizotAOFoa2yd 2KSy 2&2dzQNB 20YKENRIdFHK
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Wel |l , well
An update and thanks fr
By Claire Boutet and Pascal e

Our dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Our last article was about our upcoming mission trip to
Pune, India. Now that we are here, let us share a few

. . ) It uKS G62YSYy
memories we have already collected during our first few K LILJS i 2 f S N.
days. NBOALISa GKIFG i
India is noisy, busy, never resting not even when the sun b 0 ts uz 0221

; . Fd K2YSo
goes down. Our first day was spent with the women of
Saint Paul és Church with whg rench cooking

session. We shared our recipes for Croque Monsieur, Pain

perdu, a rice salad and a pear and chocolategrimolle
(Cake from Poitou_charentes French region)_ The last day of this chain of love was when we met with

Mrs Neela Onawale, founder of Deep Griha. We could

not wait to share the great news, that we had managed

to raise all the money to for the well. Pascale told her
about t he ACP ed7®0 donatiog,aand lon 6
told her about the €1200 euros from the website created

to collect donations.

Our next day was spent
with Gus (former Deep
Griha Fundraiser), Lynn

and Lysette at the
Agakhan Palace, where
Mahatma Gandhi and his
wife were confined in When we finally told her the total amount of donations

1942, came to €2900, Neela could not help but join one wrist

on top of the other on the table and bow her head on
our chain of love was them as if all the stress was suddenly relieved in a gasp,

completed. It all started at the end of January, with an Ih mply Idn 9 ||n| Tkh;‘ nk hy ohu .(.;ohd - 0 Sh
email from Neela Onawale about the shortage of water er eyes and we all looked at each other with the same

they were experiencing in City of Child, the orphanage in understanding: God is good. What am I saying? God is
Kasurdi village. awesome! We prayed and God answered our prayers,

He provided when we needed.

‘N

On Monday 22 February,

In Psalm 76:11, it is written: fiMlake your vows to the ) ) ) .
LORD your God and perform; let all alone around him And Whate\{er 3,(0” ask in prayer, you will receive, if
bring gifts to him who is t Oyo%hgve;a|g1.a|rl\/@t&2_1:82

We put out the word that donations would be welcome, to We are so .grateful fqr each of.you who .have dopated;
help restore the old well that had gone dry in the village. every euro Is a k?'ess'”g- We will go to City of Child on
We prayed with the Wo meaverg Erldqylaréd W%‘f‘”lbh&‘, thg; (}h%nﬁegto

deep and emotional prayer, and a first huge donation see the work on digging the w _"'
offered the first glimpse of the amazing generosity of our Tha_mk you to those who kept us In
congregation. This was followed by a second big donation, the|r_ prayers and those who are still
and followed by many good-hearted contributions until 14 praying for us.

February. This amazing flow of funds was generated also In the Cultural Centre of Deep Griha,
t hanks to Claireos articl e theroodksascoeocbom@okd ! Rraise thd
email. (For God nothing is impossible.). Lord !

Soy3d FT2NJ aAdaaa

2AYy dza (2 LIN}I & F2N 2dz
MR IKY TDR2 Yi K08 Kdolna SY Sy
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Body of

By

I aSftSOe2y 2F AYGSNBasy3d S@gSyila

Jean Vanier,

intellectual deficiencies), talks with author Georges
Father Joseph Wresinski, founder of ADC Quart Monde (an organization fighting misery

in over 30 countries).

N
LARCHE

Who am |
responsible
for?

Saturday, 12 March, 17h

In the face of
world events
such as the

migration crisis, a philosophical and theological review of
individual responsibility for all people with Mattieu Villemot,

-Dame de Paris.
-1:30pm.

Professor at the Faculté Notre
Thursday, 17 March, 12:45pm

under 26, ot herwi se 60.

www.collegedesbernardins.fr

Bienvenue a 2 ey RAtclier
L'Atelier protestant ! o2
Carrefour culmml,mnlqu,&'gl' thoologique e

' Z 4

VWChati G 9 :

Mar yCl aire

Excluded o the Poor and the Disabled

Paris. Free. To reserve a limited seat, email:

College des
Bernardins, 20 rue de Poissy, 75005 Paris. Free for those
Registrat

up |

Ki ng

F2N) / KNAhaosal ya |

0 a Path of Unity

f o un d é€la7 carmunitiés Anr3% downtries for people with
-Paul Cuny about the message of

-19h. Collége des Bernardins, 20 rue de Poissy, 75005
joseph.wresinski@aliceadsl.fr

The Bible under the Test of Archeology

A conference with Michaél
Langlois, specialist in

Hebrew and Aramaic
literature, professor at the
University of Strasbourg

and researcher at the

College de France.

Temple Protestant de St
Maur, 42 ave Joffre, 94100
Saint Maur -des-Fossés
(BRRgA| fiks. Par
Wednesday, 16 March, 20h30

-22h. Free.

Continuation in the series on money with Paul Clavier, philosopher,
Joél Chaillé, banker, and Marc
organization, Oikocrédit.

Friday, March 18,
64 rue Maurice Arnoux, 92120 Montrouge.

-Henri Stroh from microcredit

7pm -9pm . Temple Protestant de Montrouge,

« 17, Seryve
4 meclty. international

When we serve those who are struggling to
survive and are forgotten by society, we not
only strive to give them some instant relief
from the struggles of living on the streets, but
we also talk to them and try to get to "know
them by name".

We were scolded the other day by a man who
told us we shouldn't hand out food because the
homeless "don't deserve it". Who deserves to
starve? In a culture where individual
productivity and accomplishments are valued

M rACP Spiréllarch 2016

Serve t he
By Jim Hol

more than helping and assisting others, the problem quickly
becomes not just an issue of income equality and exploitation, but
of value and selfworth.

Serve the City values those suffering in an unfair world, for we
have seen and felt much joy in our mission to remain steadfast
and persevere when others persecute us for our beliefs. Give
generously to all without finding fault, and it shall also be given to
you, for the poor in the eyes of the world are many times the ones
richest in faith and hope for a better future. "Love your neighbor
as yourself" shows no favoritism, but does show faith in action,
for faith not accompanied by action is worthless to those hungry
and destitute.


mailto:joseph.wresinski@aliceadsl.fr
http://www.collegedesbernardins.fr

What 0s up

March event | 1

Orchestre des

By Karen Al br e c ¥egrowes

The mad geniuses
behind the ebullient
percussion -fest
AStompo (whi

Bettina Rheims featured trashcan -lid

tympanums and dancers with oil drums strapped to

their feet) are back with their

Or c hest r ao-strong boepaBydrevels in making

Maison Européenne de la music out of madcap materials ranging from steel

Photographie ever since the s : ; handsaws or rubber tubing to traffic cones and trash

Marais center first opened in . bins. The really crazy thing is, it actually sounds

Parisian powerhouse Bettina
Rheims has been an
influential figure at the

the early 1990s. This celebration of her career features pretty cool.
180 shots spanning four decades, some never before
shown in France, and all displaying her unique talent
for exquisite, erotic and unabashedly subversive

11 -20 March, www.olympiahall.com

images of women. Holiday on Ice i iBelieveo
Until 27 March, www.mep -fr.org Former
Olympic
100% skating
champion
This brash new Christopher
festival at La Villette Dean has
honors the heady brought a

mix of art genres
that swirl through
this cultural complex

revolutionary
concept to the long  -running ice -rink glitz -fest: an

[AtESY2y actual plot with a beginning, middle, and end. This

e
< h
At {-afNUaFGM—:';’}fﬁfjgggétheeformer firock and roll Romeo andédcrodsed i et o

slaughterhouses in northeastern Paris. Your ticket to lovers from opposite sides of the tracks. Never fear,

one of the innovative dance, theater, hip -hop or circus th _e st _0 ry d oesnot get | .n the way
events on offer also gives you Skingang b'gt'p@d”ﬁt'ﬁnd“wer%&nﬂQﬁé(e,'s' this

featuring an impressive array of sometimes head R Romeo and Juliet actually manage to skate their way

scratching contemporary visual art. to a happy ending.

22 March -10 April, http:/lavillette.com 3-13 March, http://holidayonice.fr

Traversées Daido Tokyo

africaines . o
The Fondation Cartier is

hosting its second major
retrospective of pioneering
Japanese photographer
speaking arts scene, is Daido Moriyama, who has
hosting a transnational documented the vast visual

festival of Aican s9YYlydSt s (olleraogstesof post -war
cultures. It Kicks o Tolgqurs()m the 1960s to today. Amidst the colorful

with the Dutchman Her man Diephulco%0 oﬁ"hrb%rﬁc%n?rgdrct%rpsha'sce'aII
creation for four young Bur ki naBEPYYG Ehan contrgdictons,asneqally

principal du voyage,d and move scorBrrHssianﬁdrrnblI%gqgn %@qv.v&f’ne\./v black -a.nd-
theater and yet more dance, with outstanding artists white shots intriguingly titled
from Kenya, Cameroon, Congo and Burkina Faso.

Le Tarmac, an arts
space in eastern Paris
dedicated to the
international French -

Until 5 June, http://fondation.cartier.com
9 March -16 April. www.letarmac.fr
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One of a series about ACP committees

Helping hands of the Community Life Committee
constitute one of the indispensable parts of our American
Church in Paris body. Community Life planned, prepared
and served meals that fed more than a thousand people at
various ACP events in 2015, but food is just one of the
commi tteeds responsibilitie

Carol Brown headed the committee from June 2014 until
resigning at the end of 2015 in preparation for moving
back to the U.S. this spring. Carol and husband Chris plan
to split their time between Virginia and North Carolina in
retirement as well as travel the U.S. and abroad as much
as possible.

ty

Community  Life
spends t h
share of its time

preparing food for
special events. In November the committee, using 70
svolunteers, presents a traditional Thanksgiving feast for
200 in two sittings in the Thurber Room. The celebrants
devour 25 turkeys. Two days before that, the committee
provides soup and sandwiches for the reception following
the joint Thanksgiving service with the American
Cathedral.

Hundreds more are fed

Easter

multiple services. In addition, Community Life cooks
meals for Thurber Thursday classes and programs with
guest speakers, crowds ranging from 15 to 50.

Now Carol has handed the reins to Mary Hovind-Gay,
who joined the committee as vice chair last March and
became chair January 1. Mary started helping Carol in the

kitchen on Thurber Thursdays in October 2014 and soon The commi ttee i s responsibl e
realized she could use her gift of hospitality serving with and Fatherds Day and food at
the committee. This is a woman who loves being inthe meeting and ACP&6s volunteer r
kitchen and thrives on presentation and decorating. (She party after the childrends Ct

rearranged her gift shop back in the States each season
and once had four Christmas trees in her house.)

the Christmas Eve cookie reception.

Community Life operates behind the scenes in at least five other ways:

It organizes the ACP Ministry Fair held each September, where representatives of about 30 ministries help people
find a ministry using their gifts.
f I't provides hospitality for the churchoés guest apartment,
and visiting pastors.
It coordinates a new-member class four times a year, emailing people who have expressed an interest in joining the
church. The committee provides food and flowers and hands out materials and forms during the one-hour class,
then later at ACP services, helps welcome anyone choosing to join.
9 It monitors the church kitchen, keeping it supplied and purchasing needed equipment.
It wraps up any food left over from meals for distribution in the Serve the City program feeding the homeless on the

streets of Paris.

Mary needs help doing all these things and welcomes
volunteers -- members or nonmembers -- who feel called

to this ministry. Sheo6s al s oyeldiQdik bibleStor i@ dboufJestd visifing thed'rdrhelof T ©
the organization and admini ?\/IE\r)r/ %ﬁd'l\)i%u'?ha.ol\/farthg,ogméﬁuir‘? hotsp)ftalit)'r,'v\fase 0s

duties. For v_ice chai_r, she would love to have_ _somgone working hard preparing food while sister Mary sat at
comfortable in the kitchen and somewhat familiar with Jesusbd feet listening t o hi s

ACP programs in general. That person must be an ACP 54 3 mission statement about seeking, serving and

member; the vice chair serves on the council and attends  gparing the Savior. Mary believes there must be a balance
committee meetings with the chair. Anyone interested in between serving Jesus and seeking Him to really be

chair in training to be chair, they enthusiastically agreed it
was an obvious place to use her gifts.

volunteering should e-mail her sharing Him.
at communitylife @acparis.org . o
nlom a Ma

Mary hopes anyone vqunteerMngywélgh
fito Ilike Community Life is fof her.
back in the U.S. she had joined Community Life as vice

9 OK 2yS &aK2z2dzZ R dzasS 4KIGS

TIAGKTdzE £t &8 FTRYAYAAGSNAY 3Im
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Celebrating Holy Week and Easter at ACP

Pal m/ Passion Sunday, 20 March

One Worship Service only, at 11h30

Holy Monday, Tues @ay3 Mdedmesda?

Hol den Evening Prayer TSheg vHiacledemt EX®8hD@ g Pr ay
|l ovely setting of vespers, following the tradi
i nclusive | anguage.

Maundy Thursday, 24 Mar ch

Worship Service with icommuei 8anat uadlgoo

Good Friday, 25 March

Tenebrae "shadows"”™ Worsbupi 8gr ¥ihee seatr va Oched Oy. 0
hear portions of the Passion narrative from t
darkness and silence.

. Easter Sunday, 27 March

~Sunrise Servoincet heg FgwBIO0O do6Orsay in front of 't
/— T —
Easter Fell owshi p iBir eahkef alshturah e hR®o m

Qervices at 9h00 and 11h
| ebr a ion-the Resurrection
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aL f20S

One of the most important and special
moments in a
encounter the Lord. It is fascinating and
beautiful when we are faced with Christ for
the first time, and so is hearing stories about
othersdéd revelations.

During the associate pastor hiring process,
my family hosted dinner each week for the
visiting candidate and members of the search
committee. One evening, we went around the
table and shared our Christian journeys. We
each started with how our relationship with

God had begun and explained how it has
grown through our life experiences. Though
there were only about 8 of us attending
dinner, we were all brought to tears by the
powerful stories.

| couldn't believe how impressive and
different everyone's testimony was. | started
to think about the amount of breathtaking

experiences there must be in our entire
congregation and how | wanted to be able to
hear them. | decided | might as well share
them with the world. Our congregation is

extremely culturally diverse and so | decided

your
By

GK2aS8 6K2
-t N2 S ND &

Christi an

nFiI nd
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Iy R

n g
MiI r a

t20S YS=:
yYMT

Testimonies

to write a book, a compilation
66 ACP&®s itseswhe

My goal for creating a book for
our church is solely to show the
world how special our congregation is. We are incredibly
fortunate to have such a vast and diverse Christian family. | am
interested i n hearing how, al th
experiences and have multicultur
crossed a common path: the path of Christ. We often say our

church is a melting pot of nationalities, and | think if we come

together we can construct a masterpiece showing how the Lord

has done beautiful acts for people around the globe.

| am inviting and encouraging everyone who feels called to

send me their AFinding Christo mc
Lent to reflect on your journey with God and take time to write

about the moment your relationship became real.
Remembering such a spiritual and essential moment in our

lives, no matter how recent or long ago it was, will be
refreshing and healing for all of us.

I will be collecting submissions from 10 February until 24

March by email at acpstory@gmail.com. No matter who you

ar e, where you come fr om, or wh e
know your story willdl touch someo
someone who is feeling alone or going through a rough time to

be able to relate.

I recommend people include their first name, nationality, age,
mot her tongue, and year s at
anonymous or only include a fraction of that information you

can do so as welll; whatever youor
headings and titles to everyoneos
edit anyonebs story wunless asked
everyoneods raw stories written f
requirement | have is for the submissions to be no more than

1,000 words. I f youbdbre interested
me at acpstory@gmail.com

ACP.
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Saylng
for now
By Michael

It is hard to believe that over 2 years have passed since |
began working in South Sudan. Time has passed so
quickly. Recently, | have decided to answer a call to
return to the US to consider other opportunities, after
about six and a half years outside my home country. This
does not mean | will not return to South Sudan, but the
move creates a time for reflection on what | have
learned. So, with that in mind, | would like to use this
contribution to the Spire to offer a few key lessons
learned.

People want to and do help themselves i the
consequences of war in South Sudan since the 1950s
have affected generations. From what | have observed,
this left communities fearful of what would happen next,
especially after violence erupted in December 2013. On
top of that, it is commonly believed (at least among the
expatriates) that years of humanitarian assistance have
created dependency.
However, | easily
recall a conversation
outside a remote
village in the center of
Jonglei state with local
church leaders about
just that. And, in that
conversation, the
woman in the group asked explicitly for prayers that one
day the community would be able to help themselves. |
di d not expect t his. I
comments, but it shined a light on what | believe is the
most valuable lesson | will take forward.

Learn the culture early and quick 7 in 2014, | spent
Christmas and New Year o0s

it is normal to spend a quiet holiday season with close
friends and families, and, maybe, your office will host a
Christmas party. | spent the holidays in Juba in a similar
fashiond with close friends. Only after the holidays did a

goodbye t

ayer Chain Team

Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?

If so, please forward your prayer by e -mail to prayerrequests@acparis.org .
Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.
Prayer is powerful. We are here for you.
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colleague tell me

that he was calling

our other South

Sudanese colleagues

over Christmas to

wish them a Merry Christmas on our behalf (the
foreigners). He explained that in fact it is the norm to
simply show up at their homes to eat with them.
Regretfully, | did not know this. And for this reason, |
will be spending more time sooner to research explicitly
the cultural norms for gift giving, holiday celebrations,
and so on, because as another friend and colleague has

said, i As guests i n this cou
culturedéd and we are al/l under
The projectds |1 ogical framewo

word 7 | spend most of my day-to-day work reviewing
logical frameworks and proposals for new projects. |
ensure that our projectds
with the specific objectives and the project targets. It can
be tedious, especially when the project is measuring
longer-term development. However, | have come to
believe strongly that in community development,
whet her in Juba or Pari s, t h
well, are just thatd only logical. They do not capture the
greater transformation and work that God is leading in
t hese communi ties. Godods
word, not our own.

de

nfr

| am incredibly grateful for those two years in South

ha \s&ddn° Altho f?tﬁ‘ertirﬂe Wgs'sﬁgljt, ‘ Have \eé(rnedsmtofe ong

about t he nuances i n povert.y
presence in communities struck by conflict. And | am
glad that | could share some of those shapshots with the

i nAméricam £hurchAth RariseGoihg farwanth & look foreard,

to continuing to share what anecdotes | can from my
work when relevant. In the meantime, thank you for your
prayers and support.
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