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Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

In Christ,  

before everyone returns home from the 

conference. This year it was at an excellent 

restaurant in Athens. The owner opened the 

restaurant just for this occasion and he greeted 

us and oversaw the entire evening. When we 

were leaving, he took James aside to say, 

ñJames, this has been perhaps the best evening 

ever for the XXXXX Restaurantò ï which says a 

lot, since the restaurant is over 12 years old. 

When it came time to say goodbye, the owner 

said that he wanted to walk with James back to 

the hotel. 

James relayed what 

transpired next: ñI need 

to know what makes you 

all so different,ò the 

owner said, as he and I 

walked together down the sidewalk. He wanted 

to know if it was due to the fact that we were 

Protestant, instead of Orthodox? He also asked 

if we were all born into Protestantism? What his 

questions and comments led to was an 

opportunity for me to explain that itôs not a 

particular branch of Christianity or even set of 

beliefs that makes us ñdifferent,ò but the fact 

that we have personal relationships with God 

through Jesus Christ.  

Yes, itôs all about relationships. A loving Savior 

who wants to live in/with us. Loving 

relationships that change us. Loving 

relationships that change the world, 

one person at a time. Loving 

relationships that bring about hope 

and joy as the Holy Spirit transforms 

our hearts and helps us to welcome 

others as members of the household of 

God, and discover their true identity 

as beloved daughters and sons!  

May God help us to celebrate 

Pentecost with renewed love and grace 

in all our relationships. And may our 

relationships be a part of Godôs world-changing 

transforming worké 

As we move from Eastertide to Pentecost celebrations, I am so thankful 

for the new life God gives us through relationships. We are a 

connectional people, and fundamental to all of the good news are the 

transforming relationships between God and humanity, and between 

those of us who are ñno longer strangersò but friends of God. It is 

astonishing to see how God takes people from such diverse cultures, 

nationalities, political views, education, economic status, race and even 

religious persuasions, and forms us into ñthe household of Godò as 

brothers and sisters in Christ. In many ways, the Bible is a book all 

about these transformed and transforming relationships.  

So it is a delight and joy to share 

with you some of the experiences 

Iôve had with some of our key 

partners in ministry and mission! 

In April I had the privilege of 

meeting with the American 

Foreign Christian Union board in 

Tucson Arizona, as well as attending with Tim and Maija, Victor and 

Kim, the Association of International Churches in Europe and the 

Middle East (AICEME) pastors and spouses conference held in Greece.  

The AFCU, for those of you not familiar with that organization, is our 

parent  organization. The AFCU is made of up of alumni/ae from three 

churches: The American Church in Berlin, the American Church in 

Paris, and the Vienna Community Church. The board is composed of 

former members from these churches who care deeply about our 

ministry and mission, and are committed to praying for us and 

supporting us financially. It will be our pleasure to host the AFCU board 

meeting in May 2019. In the meantime, I bring you greetings from them 

and hope you will take time to learn more about the AFCU through 

browsing their website: http://afcubridge.org . 

Also, thank you so much for allowing the 

called pastoral team and our spouses to 

go to Greece. It was an extremely 

educational and inspiring time, and Iôm 

sure youôll hear many stories from the 

pulpit about some of our visits there, to 

places where the Apostle Paul traveled 

and preached: Athens, Corinth, 

Thessaloniki, Berea and Philippi! It was 

deeply moving to see these ñbiblicalò 

sites come alive through both the ancient ruins and excellent 

archeological and historical analyses that scholarship has yielded over 

the centuries. It was also fascinating to learn more about the church 

today in Greece (both the Greek Orthodox and Protestant churches) 

through our gifted tour guides and a couple of scholarly lectures.  

James Bultema, a friend and colleague who organized the trip, shared a 

story that was moving to me. We have a closing banquet at a restaurant 

http://afcubridge.org/
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Bible readings for May 

с aŀȅ  {ƛȄǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 
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Sunday Worship at the ACP  
лфƘллΥ  

¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 

ммƘллΥ  
¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻƛǊǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΤ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŬǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

моƘолΥ  

/ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƛǾŜ ōŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǎǳƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
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Prophets and old mirrors 

by the Rev. Tim Vance 

Associate Pastor 

What is a prophet? Someone who tells 
the future? Perhaps. But more often 
than not the Biblical prophet is 
someone who is able to see a reality 
that for various reasons everyone else 
has a hard time seeing.  

The prophet is that irritating character 
who comes along and starts asking 
questions, or telling stories that touch 
on some rather inconvenient truths. 
So Nathan comes along and tells a 
story that is MOST DEFINITELY NOT 

about David and his hidden siné except it is actually 
about David and his hidden sin. Surprise!  

Sometimes we donôt want to see or hear because we are 
really attached to our political 
allegiance, or our desire for personal 
security, or certain cultural or religious 
assumptions. In general there is often a 
perceived benefit to remaining in the 
dark.  

Consider the ways that we gravitate 
toward people, communities and groups 
who hold our same political, cultural 
and/or religious commitments. This is 
not entirely bad, except that these 
groups will often develop ways to turn a 
blind eye to the prophetic voice of the 
other.  

We Christians are no different in this 
way and churches are no less susceptible 
to attitudes and practices of self-
protection. This is why I find the 
diversity of the American Church in 
Paris to be so refreshingly unique. We are surrounded by 
opportunities to see things differently. But at the same 
time even within a community like this, our self -
protective instinct can propel us toward hearing and 
experiencing only what we want to hear and experience.  

How do you experience Christian communities in general 
or this church in particular when it comes to hearing 
different views and perspectives? What opportunities do 
we have to listen for Godôs voice speaking through 
someone different than us? What ways do we shut down 
the prophetic voice?  

One of the challenges of hearing the prophetic voice in a 
religious or Christian context is that our beliefs, views, 
and perspectives are influenced by our faith and how we 

read the Bible. As a result we may in conscious and 
unconscious ways assume that our opinion is pretty close 
to Godôs opinion. This, of course, raises the stakes when 
it comes to questioning any given perspective or being 
open to another view, because now we are almost calling 
God into question.  

This is why we need to hear again and again Paulôs 
prophetic voice when he said, For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror;  then we shall see face to face. 
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 
am fully known -1 Corinthians 13:12. 

So go ahead and look at yourself in the mirror. Pretty 
clear right? Our reflection in a modern mirror is a fairly 
good representation of reality. But what did it mean for 
Paul to look into a mirror?  

A few weeks ago five of us from ACP 
traveled to Greece for a conference. 
Consequently Scott, Victor and I are now 
in a race to see who can use illustrations 
from this trip first! Letôs hope this Spire 
gets published before itôs too late. 
Anyway, when we visited the ancient city 
of Corinth (the city of Paulôs letters to 
the Corinthians) we were able to see 
several old mirrors. These mirrors are 
made of polished bronze. So try 
polishing something bronze and see how 
clear of an image you see looking back at 
you. A little fuzzy around the edges, 
right?  

What Paul is saying is that we donôt see 
our world, ourselves, or God with as 
much clarity or certainty as we would 
like to believe. We know in part. Is it 

okay that we donôt know everything about God? Is it okay 
that we could be wrong about God? After all itô s our 
human awareness that is limited not God. So maybe the 
best question for us to start with is not, ñwhoôs right and 
whoôs wrong?ò In humility, maybe we should start with, 
ñwhat is the Holy Spirit inviting us to see, hear, or 
experience?ò  

Paul seems to think that coming to terms with our fuzzy 
vision is an important part of what it means to love one 
another (go ahead and read all of 1 Corinthians, chapter 
13). And if in love we are becoming a community that is 
free to listen to one another and speak in our own honest 
voice without dividing, then we will likely start to see 
God with a bit more clarity. Funny how that works.  


