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Thought s
The Rev.
Seni or

Dr .

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,

As we move from Eastertide to Pentecost celebrations, | am so thankful
for the new life God gives us through relationships. We are a
connectional people, and fundamental to all of the good news are the
transforming relationships between God and humanity, and between
those of us who are fino |l onger
astonishing to see how God takes people from such diverse cultures,
nationalities, political views, education, economic status, race and even
religious persuasions, and for ms
brothers and sisters in Christ. In many ways, the Bible is a book all
about these transformed and transforming relationships.

So it is a delight and joy to share
with you some of the experiences
| dve had with S
partners in ministry and mission!
In April | had the privilege of
meeting with the American
Foreign Christian Union board in
Tucson Arizona, as well as attending with Tim and Maija, Victor and
Kim, the Association of International Churches in Europe and the
Middle East (AICEME) pastors and spouses conference held in Greece.

The AFCU, for those of you not familiar with that organization, is our

parent organization. The AFCU is made of up of alumni/ae from three

churches: The American Church in Berlin, the American Church in

Paris, and the Vienna Community Church. The board is composed of
former members from these churches who care deeply about our
ministry and mission, and are committed to praying for us and

supporting us financially. It will be our pleasure to host the AFCU board

meeting in May 2019. In the meantime, | bring you greetings from them

and hope you will take time to learn more about the AFCU through
browsing their website: http://afcubridge.org .

Also, thank you so much for allowing the

called pastoral team and our spouses to
go to Greece. It was an extremely
educational and ins
sure youbl |l hear m
pulpit about some of our visits there, to

places where the Apostle Paul traveled

and preached:  Athens, Corinth, ;
Thessaloniki, Berea and Philippi! It was [ =20 L g
deeply moving t o see these nopi1 bl i

sites come alive through both the ancient ruins and excellent
archeological and historical analyses that scholarship has yielded over
the centuries. It was also fascinating to learn more about the church
today in Greece (both the Greek Orthodox and Protestant churches)
through our gifted tour guides and a couple of scholarly lectures.

James Bultema, a friend and colleague who organized the trip, shared a
story that was moving to me. We have a closing banquet at a restaurant

from
Sco
Pastor

returns home

before everyone from the
conference. This year it was at an excellent
restaurant in Athens. The owner opened the
restaurant just for this gccasion and he greeted

S Us "afti"o¥efshu? tHe thintevelginrg.' V\?thdv?e 0
were leaving, he took James aside to say,
iJames, this has been pe
WS r! 959 Ph Q € X)E‘l‘)?\&%ﬁhesﬁ/é):i tda
lot, since the restaurant is over 12 years old.
When it came time to say goodbye, the owner
said that he wanted to walk with James back to
the hotel.

0 Bfies Orglayea U {vhat

transpired next: A | n
to know what makes you
al | SO di f &9
owner said, as he and | el

walked together down the sidewalk. He wanted
to know if it was due to the fact that we were
Protestant, instead of Orthodox? He also asked
if we were all born into Protestantism? What his
questions and comments led to was an
opportunity for me to
particular branch of Christianity or even set of
beliefs that makes us f
that we have personal relationships with God
through Jesus Christ.

e

Yes, itdés all about rel e
who wants to Ilive in/with us. Loving
relationships  that change us. Loving
relationships that change the world,
one person at a time. Loving
relationships that bring about hope
| grm joy as the Holy Spirit transforms
Hour hearts and helps us to welcome
others as members of the household of
God, and discover their true identity
as beloved daughters and sons!

s May God help us to celebrate
¢ a | Pentecost with renewed love and grace

in all our relationships. And may our

relationships be a&hamiag t

transforming wor ké
In Christ,

SN~
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BEHOLD, I AM MAKING
ALL THINGS NEW.

REVELATION 21:5

Sunday Worship at the ACP
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Prophet s

by the Rev. Tim

Associ at

What is a prophet? Someone who tells
the future? Perhaps. But more often
than not the Biblical prophet is
someone who is able to see a reality
that for various reasons everyone else
has a hard time seeing.

The prophet is that irritating character

who comes along and starts asking

questions, or telling stories that touch

on some rather inconvenient truths.

So Nathan comes along and tells a

story that is MOST DEFINITELY NOT
about David and his hi dden
about David and his hidden sin. Surprise!

Someti mes we don6t want to
really attached to our political

allegiance, or our desire for personal

security, or certain cultural or religious

assumptions. In general there is often a

perceived benefit to remaining in the

dark.

Consider the ways that we gravitate
toward people, communities and groups
who hold our same political, cultural
and/or religious commitments. This is
not entirely bad, except that these
groups will often develop ways to turn a
blind eye to the prophetic voice of the
other.

We Christians are no different in this

way and churches are no less susceptible

to attitudes and practices of self-

protection. This is why | find the

diversity of the American Church in

Paris to be so refreshingly unique. We are surrounded by
opportunities to see things differently. But at the same
time even within a community like this, our self -
protective instinct can propel us toward hearing and
experiencing only what we want to hear and experience.

How do you experience Christian communities in general
or this church in particular when it comes to hearing
different views and perspectives? What opportunities do

we have t o |l i sten for God

someone different than us? What ways do we shut down
the prophetic voice?

One of the challenges of hearing the prophetic voice in a
religious or Christian context is that our beliefs, views,
and perspectives are influenced by our faith and how we

and

e Past

read the Bible. As a result we may in conscious and
unconscious ways assume that our opinion is pretty close

to Goddés opinion. This, of <co
it comes to questioning any given perspective or being

open to another view, because now we are almost calling

God into question.

Thi s i s why we need t o hear
prophetic voice when he said, For now we see only a
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.

Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as |

am fully known -1 Corinthians 13:12.

Sosglo_ héad gn)gi#oglggatt_ youlrsFIf inI tlge_: m'clrlrer.t Purer;t31 |y
clear right? Our reflfection in a modern mirror is a fairly

good representation of reality. But what did it mean for

Psud te lool into dhnéredn? because we are

A few weeks ago five of us from ACP
traveled to Greece for a conference.
Consequently Scott, Victor and | are now

in a race to see who can use illustrations
from this trip first!
get s published before
Anyway, when we visited the ancient city

of Corinth (the city
the Corinthians) we were able to see
several old mirrors. These mirrors are

made of polished bronze. So try
polishing something bronze and see how

clear of an image you see looking back at

you. A little fuzzy around the edges,

right?

Wh a't Paul is saying 1is

our world, ourselves, or God with as

much clarity or certainty as we would

like to believe. We know in part. Is it
okay that we dondét know everyt
t hat we could be wrong about
human awareness that is limited not God. So maybe the
best question for wus to start
whodés wrong?0 In humility, ma
Awhat is the Hol y Spirit i nv
experience?o0

Paul seems to think that coming to terms with our fuzzy
viskon isvan impaetant pagrteofanhat i means to fove wre h
another (go ahead and read all of 1 Corinthians, chapter
13). And if in love we are becoming a community that is
free to listen to one another and speak in our own honest
voice without dividing, then we will likely start to see
God with a bit more clarity. Funny how that works.
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