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Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

I write you during the last beautiful days 

of October. My favorite fall quote is from 

Anne of Green Gables by L.M. 

Montgomery, ñI'm so glad I live in a 

world where there are Octobers.ò But as 

you are reading this we are now into 

November and on to reflections on US 

elections, Thurber lectures, the 100 Year anniversary of the WWI 

Armistice, ACP stewardship and, of course, Thanksgiving.  

Perhaps stewardship is the most pressing topic for your reflection. 

For the first time in my 10 years here as a part of the ACP 

community, we are significantly short in our giving. If we donôt 

bridge the gap between what we said we would do (you voted on 

the budget) and what we are actually doing as a congregation, we 

will have to make some very difficult budget cuts for the coming 

year. I believe we have always struggled with 

financial giving, but this year it is critical.  

I have been reading The Pastor as Minor Poet, by 

Dr. Craig Barnes, President of Princeton 

Theological Seminary, and found this quote 

striking: The congregation ñneeds to give its 

money not because the church has needs, but 

because we need to be givers.ò Indeed, in a world 

with increasing selfishness and fear, as followers 

who trust the way of Jesus, we need to be givers! I 

invite you to prayerfully consider giving 

significantly more than you are currently giving. Consider the tithe 

as a starting point for faithful financial stewardship. I know that it 

will make a difference not only to our budget situation, but to your 

spirituality. Giving changes our hearts, and sets us free from the 

idolatry of ñjust a little bit more is enough!ò 

There isnôt any question in my mind that the ministry and mission 

of the ACP is a great investment. God changes lives in powerful 

ways through this congregation, often times in ways we will never 

know. But sometimes, we do have the privilege of knowing! I was 

walking down Mercer Street in Princeton a couple of weeks ago 

with my friend Chip Dobbs Allsop and we happened to run into Dr. 

Jacqueline Lapsley, who is currently the Dean and Vice President 

for Academic Affairs, and one of the Old Testament professors of 

the seminary. She said she discovered her call to ministry while 

here at the ACP! I was astonished, and asked her to write me some 

of her story to share with you. She wrote this: 

ñI was deep in the experience of the Ecole Normale Sup®rieure, 

which is a very intense, intellectual place ï extremely rigorous 

academically. I made excellent friends thereé but the environment 

overall I found suffocating in some ways. These 

students were under such intense pressure that 

they almost never took any time off. The 

environment did not seem life -giving to me; it 

could feel very oppressive. And then weekly, 

sometimes semi-weekly, I was at ACP where I 

felt God was moving in the lives of international 

students (who like me often struggled to get 

their footing abroad) ï there was a lot of life-

giving joy in the ministry to these students.  

ñSo the contrast between what I saw and 

participated in at ACP and my life at ENS (much 

as I appreciated the latter for the intellectual 

life) was stark. And over the course of that year it 

led me to feel that God was calling me to some 

form of ministry in the church 

(my vocational path before this 

had been: do a PhD in 

Comparative Literature and teach 

in higher ed). I wanted my lifeôs 

work to have the same kind of life-

giving quality to it that I saw at 

ACPé So ACP was the context in 

which my own call to ministry 

formed, and it has stayed with me 

until todayé The ACP will always 

have a special place in my heart.ò  

Isnôt that amazing!? I hope this encourages you 

that God is at work in powerful ways in and 

through you. You are an amazing and life-

changing and world-impacting congregation!  

I pray that we might move through this month 

and toward the end of the liturgical calendar 

(Christ the King Sunday is 25 November) with 

gratitude, and that we would give generously so 

that the ministry and mission to which God has 

called us continues with faith, hope, love, and 

much joy. And by the way, I am glad we live in a 

world where there are Novembers, too!  

Grace and peace to you.  
In Christ,  
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Bible readings for November 
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No longer strangers (?) 

by Rev. Tim Vance 

Associate Pastor 

First let me say a BIG thank you to all of our 

leaders and volunteers who prayerfully and 

faithfully created many significant opportunities 

for our community (and beyond) this fall to be 

engaged with our new theme, No Longer 

Strangers.  

Now about that theme. It sounded niceé at the 

beginning. But then, as important biblical themes tend to 

do, it started asking difficult and uncomfortable 

questions. Like, according to whom are we no longer 

strangers? Have you asked any ñstrangersò or ñoutsidersò 

if they feel that way? What about all the issues (race, 

same-sex marriage, politics, theology, patriotism, etcé) 

that still divide us? What about refugees? And what 

about our own personal feelings and experiences of 

estrangement from God or from one another?  

Ummé [uncomfortable shuffle] soé. how was your 

rentr®e? Did you do anything fun for the Toussaint 

break? Well, maybe itôs not a bad idea to slow down and 

look back at la rentr®e and the fall so far.  

Letôs start with this: Is this a 

safe place? Wait, another 

question? Sorry, but the 

painting on the back/east wall 

of the sanctuary by our visiting 

artist, Lanecia Rouse Tinsley, is 

asking a lot of questions. Who 

does Jesus welcome? What 

internal and/or physical spaces 

are opened or closed to the 

stranger? Why? What are the 

tensions, conflicts, barriers 

that keep us estranged? And 

yes, is this a safe place, and for 

whom? Hopefully you can take 

some time this year to stand in 

front of her painting. Try 

standing farther back. What images, emotions or 

questions come to your mind? Now come close and pay 

attention to the details. What do you see?  

Rev. Dr. Brenda Salter McNeal opened our Thurber 

lecture series this fall with a conversation about race and 

the church. She talked about Kyros  time, which is more 

like, ñthe baby is comingò time. This is ñGod is doing 

something newò time. Are we ready? ñThe world is 

changing or needs to changeò time. Will the church 

notice? Will we respond, or will we be late to the party?  

In September a group of women walked over 100 

kilometers to Chartres. From a few of the stories Iôve 

heard, slowing down can result in a sometimes 

uncomfortable, but also healing encounter with our own 

inner stranger. Perhaps without all the distractions of 

modern life itôs hard to avoid those difficult questions. 

You can hear more about this pilgrimage at the Womenôs 

Fellowship on Sunday, 18 November.  

Bloom Where Youôre Planted (ACPôs orientation program 

for living and thriving in Paris) was relaunched this year. 

With the help of dozens of volunteers, we hope that the 

125 participants (112 adults, 13 kids) left the event feeling 

better equipped and connected. We also updated our 

Bloom book, which is a helpful guide for everyone feeling 

like a stranger here in Paris.  

In addition to all of this, Alpha (a 10 -week introduction 

course to Christianity) is creating a safe and welcoming 

place for everyone (Christians and non-Christians) to 

explore the most important questions we have about 

faith and life. And our new -member orientation class 

included people from 10 

different countries and ten 

different Christian/religious 

backgrounds.  

Finally, participants on our 

All -Church Fall Retreat 

journeyed outside the city to 

Saint-Prix. On this trip the 

book of Ruth was our guide 

and we (kids through adults) 

w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  a n d 

conversation partners. We got 

to know each other better and 

the setting gave us the 

freedom to read the book of 

R u t h  t o g e t h e r  a s  a 

community. This, of course, 

raised (sorry) all kinds of important and challenging 

questions and issues. Where is God in times of pain and 

loss? Why are women treated so poorly in the Bible and 

today? What does it mean to belong? How is belonging 

different from conforming? And which does the church 

actually want? 
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