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October 2012 
Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 
    

Stewardship Sunday will be November 
18th, and later this month we will begin 
reflecting on the theme of ñBlessings for 
the Futureò taken from Hebrews 11:20. 
The first thing we all need to remember 
about stewardship is that it begins with 
remembering Godôs blessings showered 
upon us. Stewardship is about our  
response to Godôs blessings. The second 

thing we need to remember about Stewardship is that it is not a once-a-year discipleship issue, 
but rather a daily  issue of Christian lifestyle, about living by faith as we make the myriad of 
small and large decisions on how to use our time, talent and treasure. 

We are very fortunate to have Enuma Okoro returning to speak on her new book,        
Silence, and Professor Dudley Woodberry from Fuller Theological Seminary coming to speak 
on Islam. Later this month, the Rev. Dr. Glen Thorp and his lovely wife Jeannie will be back to 
share some teaching on spiritual gifts  during Thurber Thursday evenings. I strongly encourage 
you to take time to come and participate in all of these evening talks. Glen will also be the key-
note speaker at our All Church Family Retreat  the last weekend of this month, 26-28 October. 
We have reserved extra rooms at the retreat center and at nearby hotels to accommodate      
couples and families, but we also encourage our young adult singles to come along as this will 
be wonderful time to enjoy a beautiful spot on the coast of Normandy, good teaching, new 
friends, and some good relational time with our other pastoral staff, the Rev. Dan Haugh and 
the Rev. Michelle Wahila and their families. The retreat will be an opportunity to reflect more 
on spiritual gifts and their purpose in the church today. This is another stewardship issue!  

I will be traveling in October and Iôd like to share with you some of what Iôll be doing 
during my travels. First of all, Iôll be going with Bill Johnston and Eric Sadoux to attend the 
American Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) Development meeting in Denver, 13 October.  The 
AFCU is our parent organization and made up of former members from our congregation and 
our two sister churches in Berlin and Vienna. These former members, some of whom were here 
over 20 years ago, continue to give generously of their time and resources in order to support 
the ministry and mission of the ACP. I am constantly awed and inspired by their generous and 
prayerful support. That same weekend, I have been asked to speak at a former friend and      
internôs ordination ceremony at the First Presbyterian Church in Fort Collins, the congregation 
I served prior to our call to come to Paris. I will take time to visit my brother and meet my new 
nephew, Liam Asher Herr in Nashville for a few days, but then Iôll fly to Philadelphia to join my 
parents as my father is attending his university 50 th alumni reunion. After that, I will spend a 
week in Princeton as I am attending my own 25th alumni reunion and the bicentennial celebra-
tion of the founding of Princeton Theological Seminary. In recent months I have helped to 
raise funds for a class gift for the seminary. Twenty-five years ago I spent a lot of time in the 
financial aid office and in looking back over the last 25 years, I am grateful for those people 
who invested in me and the institution so that I could be equipped for ministry around the 
world.  

Join me in considering the many blessings and stewardship opportunities which God 
has given to you. Resource management is an issue for every Christian. We all have gifts to 
share, and we all are contributing to ñblessings for the future.ò How are we sharing the bless-
ings we have received in such a way as to prepare and promote Godôs blessings for our          
children, our brothers and sisters, our neighbors here and around the world for generations to 
come? I appreciate your prayerful participation, as I believe God is calling the ACP to be 
thoughtful and faithful stewards of all of life, and bold in the ways we are offering to the Lord 
and those who will come after us ñblessings for the future.ò 

In Christ,  
       

 

Thoughts from  

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 



Dear Friends, 
 

At a recent staff meeting, Pastor Scott read a powerful quote by Mother Teresa, and I was  

reminded of the book, Come Be My Light. I read this compilation of letters written by Mother 

Teresa several years ago, but its profound affect on my spiritual life has not been forgotten. I 

typically revisit this work several times during the year. Below, I have included an excerpt that 

has had a lasting impact on my prayer life. Mother Teresaôs words were a reminder of how  the 

community of faith exists ï  through the love of God that binds us together, gives us our mis-

sion, and empowers us.  
 

In light of Godôs immeasurable love for us, we must ask ourselves whether or not we are demon-

strating that love inside and outside of this community of faith. All of our ministries should  

reflect the love that gives us our identity and mission. The life, work and worship of the commu-

nity of faith should, in fact, always be a Christ-like reflection of the love that God has for us. If 

that love becomes our standard for measuring the effectiveness of what we do, I believe we will 

be genuinely surprised and will learn that the shape of successful ministry is not always what we 

think it should be.  
 

Mother Teresa was called out to show the love of God in the slums of Calcutta. At that time, her 

ministry was considered unconventional and some doubted that it would be effective. My prayer 

for the community at ACP is that (with trust like that of Mother Teresa) we can be so immersed 

in Godôs love that our life together, our work and worship does nothing but reflect Godôs loving 

kindness. If we allow the infinite love of God to guide us, the possibilities for ministry are, wellé 

infinite!   
 

Mother Teresaôs ministry to the poorest of the poor in Calcutta grew out of her desire to share 

the love of God in a new, albeit unconventional, way. It seems to me that her example is also a 

reminder that with an infinite guide, ñministryò will be anything but conventional. I encourage 

you to reflect upon Mother Teresaôs words, allowing for the possibility to be shaped in a new 

way by the love of God. I also welcome you to share the fruit of those reflections in the life, 

work, and worship of this faith community.  
 

Bénédictions,   

Michelle  

ñJesus wants me to tell you againé how much is the love He has for each one of you ï beyond all what 

you can imagineé. Not only He loves you, even more He longs for you. He misses you when you donôt 

come close. He thirsts for you. He loves you always, even when you donôt feel worthyé. Why does Jesus 

say, óI thirst?ô What does it mean? Something so hard to explain in words ï é óI  thirstô is something 

much deeper than just Jesus saying, óI love youô. Until you know deep inside that Jesus thirsts for  

you ï you canôt begin to know who He wants to be for you. Or who He wants you to be for Him.ò1 

 

Thoughts from  

The Rev. Michelle Wahila 

Associate Pastor 

1Kolodiejcuk, Brain, M.C., ed. ñMother Teresa: Come Be My Light.ò Doubleday, New York: 2007, 42. 



 Thoughts from  
 

Rev. Dan   Haugh 
 

Director of Youth 

and Young Adults 

Ministries  

 

Later this month the country of France will celebrate the ñToussaintò holiday.  During this time 

the city of Paris slows down; schools, businesses and many shops are closed and families travel 

across the country to visit relatives and loved ones. 
 

What is "Toussaint" and why it is so influential?  
 

"Toussaint" is the French phrase for "all saints" and is celebrated as All Saintsô Day. It is a deeply 

historic religious festival celebrated on the 1st of November each year in France. In other tradi-

tions and customs it is also known as "All Hallowôs Day," with the preceding evening called "All 

Hallowôs Eve" (a.k.a Halloween by Americans).   
 

The origin of the festival of All Saints celebrated in the West, dates to 13 May 609 or 610, when 

Pope Boniface IV consecrated the Pantheon at Rome to the Blessed Virgin and all the martyrs.  

The feast of All Saints, on its current date of 1 November, is traced to the foundation by Pope 

Gregory III (731ï741) of an oratory in St. Peter's for the relics "of the holy apostles and of all 

saints, martyrs and confessors, of all the just made perfect who are at rest throughout the world." 
  

It is the day when all the Saints recognized by the Roman Catholic Church are honored. The  

following day is Le Jour des Morts (All Soulôs Day), when people pray for the souls of the  

departed. Both days are national holidays and, as previously mentioned, children have a  

two-week holiday from school at this time of the year.  
 

Today, La Toussaint is marked by the lighting of numerous candles in cemeteries and the  

decorating of graves with chrysanthemums, the flowers associated with death. Stone lanterns of 

the dead, which are lit during the festival, can also be found in many cemeteries, especially in the 

Massif Central region in central France, and in Brittany. Family reunions are held to honor the 

dead, church bells are rung, and churches are decorated with chrysanthemums, candles and  

banners. 
 

This day becomes a day of honoring and remembering loved ones and Christians who have gone 

before us.  This "great cloud of witnesses", as the author of Hebrews states, can and should serve 

as examples of inspiration and perseverance.  It can serve us well to acknowledge these men and 

women of God and pay tribute to their lives and legacies. 
 

Many Americans, like myself, still visit the graves of loved ones on special occasions (birthdays, 

Christmas, anniversaries), and this Toussaint holiday brings it all together with national pride 

and solidarity.  
 

With this origin in mind, our youth group's "All Hallowôs Eve" gathering this month will still have 

a few resemblances to the traditional American holiday (most notably "The Great Pumpkin"  

featuring none other than Charlie Brown).   However, in keeping to the true spirit and history of 

this day, our evening will end with paying tribute to those "saints" who let their light shine in the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Boniface_IV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantheon,_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gregory_III
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gregory_III


darkness long before us: Old Testament heroes, the Apostles from the New Testament, the early 

church fathers and desert fathers, "saints" from the early century Churches, Protestant Reform-

ers, and personal examples such as grandparents and other relatives. These people are, and 

should be, included in the "cloud of witnesses" that serve as an example to believers now. 

 

"....to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints:  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." - Romans 1:7 

 
 

Students will be given a candle that represents the light of Christ 

and also symbolizes a "saint".  After a few minutes of prayerful si-

lence and meditation, each student shall light his or her candle and 

place it on the stairs in our catacombs.  Initially, one small light may 

not make much of an impact, but before long the entire place will be 

illuminated with these symbols of hope, faith, and love.   This month 

I encourage us all to remember and reflect upon loved ones who 

have been examples of faith to them.  A short well-known chorus 

can become a fitting anthem: "This Little Light of Mine."  

 

For some additional Biblical references to "saints" here are just a few helpful verses: 

Matthew 27:50-53; Revelation 8; Philippians 4:22; Philippians 1:1  

 

 

 



From Your Council  

~ 

Whatôs Going On! 

Thoughts from Your  

Vice Moderator ~ Pamela Bohl  

 

The ACP Council team kicked off our work together with the Council retreat on 22 Septem-
ber.  We spent an entire day together considering the churchôs focus for the year: ñWe are 
here to bless the city!ò  Scott read the related scripture from the Book of Jeremiah and then 
Michelle led the opening worship exploring our focus on blessing the city.  

Jeremiah 29:7 -- But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you 
into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will 
find your welfare.  

The day was a mix of theological and spiritual equipping as well as practical equipping.  We 
spent the morning sharing about our own faith journeys and also exploring ways to help 
ACP bless the city.  Before the lunch break we had a scavenger hunt to seek out places in the 
church that many of us had never been before.  Teteh and Anjlo, two loyal servants of the 
church, organized our lunch during the hunt.  They and several of the church staff members 
shared the meal with us.  We learned about the practical work of the staff and the joys and 
challenges their jobs entail.  We were also fortunate to have Gregg Foster, President of the 
American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU), share with us the history and current activi-
ties of the AFCU and its work with ACP and our sister churches in Berlin and Vienna.  Dan 
and Michelle led us in an inspirational closing worship lifting up the city of Paris.  

The joy of spending the day together in retreat was just the beginning of a glorious weekend.  
On Sunday, 23 September we had the pleasure of welcoming Michelleôs former professor, 
Rev. Dr. Angela Hancock, to the pulpit where she blessed us with a lively sermon based on 
the story of Zacchaeus.  At the 11h service we were installed as Council and, at long last, 
Michelle Wahila was installed as the Associate Pastor of ACP.  It was truly a euphoric mo-
ment for the entire ACP family: the pastoral team, the congregation and the Council.   

Then just two days later we met again for our first full Council meeting together working on 
the many important facets of our churchôs life, including stewardship, budgeting, Bloom, the 
ministry fair, property and development and a host of other important matters.  We all 
prayerfully approach our roles on the ACP Council and look forward to serving the church 
and blessing the city together with the full pastoral team and the congregation in the coming 
months. 

 



Finance and Stewardship  

Stan Marcello and Megan Staley  

 

You Who Are Blessed  
 

ñBy faith Isaac invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau.ò -Hebrews 11:20 

 

The ACP is blessed by the many who sacrificed and gave generously in generations past so that 

we can worship and be a part of God's ministry and mission here today. All that we at the ACP 

have is the result of gifts from people: gifts of time, gifts of service, gifts of finances, gifts of  

talent. Everyone has a gift to give, and at the ACP we are blessed by how much giving there is!  

 

We are entering that time in the church year when we focus on stewardship and renewing our 

commitment to Christ and growing in our faith. Stewardship ...  is a way of life, a transforma-

tional way of living. It embodies a belief that God is the source of all that we have and are. We 

are called to be good stewards of what God has given. 

 

Are you currently giving a gift of service to the ACP? Are you sharing your blessings with the 

church and its ministries? Did you attend the ACP Ministry Fair on 30 September? If yes, 

THANK YOU!! If you were unable to participate, itôs not too late. A Gift of Service is a way for 

you to grow within the church community and a way in which you can help the church grow in 

service to the world.  

 

Where is God calling you? 

How do you use the blessings Christ has shared with you? 

Share your blessings with a Gift of Service through the ACP. 

 

Itôs never too late to get involved in the exciting ministries and  

activities at the ACP. There are many ways to become involved in the  

worship life of the ACP. Maybe God has blessed you with skills you can  

share with the ACP hospitality, financial management, writing,  

communications, theology, or music?  

Or perhaps you want to help the ACP be internally strong  

(Bible studies, lay reading, childrenôs worship) while  

externally focused (missions, outreach, specific fellowships)? 

 

 

Grow in your faith, walk with Christ  

Be a blessing for the future  

Invest your time to build something that is more than we can see or imagine  



Property and Development Committee  

Bill Johnson and Eric Sadoux   

Bill and Eric will be joining Pastor Scott on a journey to Colorado for the AFCU Development 

meeting in Denver on 13 October in which they will be presenting information regarding  

upcoming capital projects that we will be pursuing in the near future, such as:  
 

Spire Repair 

Attic Floor Repair  

Plumbing Needs 

Sound System Needs 

We send with them our prayers for a successful dialogue, faith and fellowship for all of our 

supportive brothers and sisters at this important meeting.   

Nominating Committee  

Ursula Perrier and Jonathan Wheeler  

Are you interested in serving at ACP in some capacity,  

but arenôt sure who to contact, or how to find the right fit?   

Do you have a special skill or talent that you would like to share?   
  

Throughout the year the Nominating Committee connects people to serve  

on one of the ACP Committees,  or participate in the various ACP projects and activities.   
 

Get Connected!  Let us help! 

Contact us at nominating@acparis.org  

 

Communications  

John Newman and Alison Benney  

The Communications Team helps ACP committees and groups  
get the wordout about their activities and events.  

 
If you have skills in writing, editing, photography, graphic art and design,  
audio-visual recording, social media networking, or photograph archiving,  

and would like tohelp out, please contact us at 
 communications@acparis.org. 

 

 

 

mailto:nominating@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org


Community Life  

Camilla Macfarlane and Nathaniel Akujuobi  

 

New Members Orientation Class  

Please RSVP to communitylife@acparis.org,  if you would like to attend our next  

New Members Orientation on 11 November 

with confirmation on 25 November.  

 

Wednesday Evening Supper Club  
 

(In conjunction with Christian Education)  

Meets Wednesday evenings at 19h30, at a local café to discuss  

Timothy Kellerôs book, Kingôs Cross. 

Come for dinner, dessert, good conversation and discussion! 

Email Camilla Macfarlane at communitylife@acparis.org for Café directions!  

 

Name Tags?  
 

Poll:  Are you interested in members and/or council wearing name tags at coffee hour? 

Let us know your thoughts!  

 

Welcoming and Greeting  
 

Please consider being one of ACPôs greatest assets!   

Be a Meeter Greeter!!  This is a ministry that EVERY ONE of us can do!! 
 

And do not forget kindness to strangers, for by this, some who,  

while they were unaware, were worthy to receive Angels. ~ Hebrews 13:2  
 

Let us encourage one another to put on a smile, and not to be afraid to introduce  

ourselves to someone who would love to be noticed, acknowledged,  

and greeted kindly, during one of our coffee hours.   

Sign up at the Welcome Table!!  We will even get you a name tag! 

 

 

Rummage Sale Donations  

Thank you so much for all your wonderful donations!  Keep them coming!  

We will be accepting them every Sunday at the Welcome Table or by appointment! 

Also, if you have extra hangers, we would love those too! 

Additionally, if you would be willing to spend some time ironing and organizing,  

please let us know at communitylife@acparis.org 

 



 
Christian Education  

Anne Speicher and Lori Kolo  

Upcoming Thurber Thursday Lectures  

Thurber Thursdayôs is an adult community gathering and growth time that is open to all.  

We share a meal at 18h30 and the evening program begins at 19h30. 

 
 

    Thursday, 4 October ð Dr. J. Dudley Woodberry  

 
 

We welcome Dr. J. Dudley Woodberry , dean emeritus and senior professor of Islamic  

studies at Fullerôs School of Intercultural Studies. He is considered one of the foremost  

Christian scholars of Islam. He has served as consultant on the Muslim world to President 

Carter, the State Department, USAID, and other U.S. government agencies. He has also been an 

active part of the Zwemer Institute for Muslim Studies and has served as coordinator and acting 

senior associate of the Muslim track of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. He 

also served as a teacher in Pakistan and a pastor in Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia, and has  

ministered in at least 35 predominantly Muslim nations around the world.  
 

Thursday, 11 October ð Enuma Okoro  

Enuma Okoro  will return to ACP and speak on her new book  

Silence. Enuma was born in the US but raised in Nigeria, Ivory 

Coast and England.  She holds a Master of Divinity degree from 

Duke University Divinity School where she served as the Director 

for the Center of Theological Writing.   She is a Spiritual Director in 

the Ignatian tradition, a writer, speaker, and leader of retreats and 

workshops.   
 

Thursdays 18 & 25 October ð Dr. Rev. Glen Thorp  

Glep Thorp  will return to ACP and speak on Spirtual Gifts  on these  

Thurber Thursdays and at the 26-28 October Fall Retreat.  Glen recently 

served the American Church in Paris as Interim Associate Pastor. 
 

Glen was born in California, USA, and raised bi-culturally and bilingually in 

Guatemala, Central America, where his parents were missionaries under the 

United Presbyterian Church.  He has served as pastor in a variety of communi-

ties and types of churches.  He pastored a church next to the University of 

Minnesota, chartered a Presbyterian Church in North Los Angeles County, redeveloped church-

es in Denver and North Hollywood, and retired after 13 years as pastor of Community Presby-

terian Church in West Covina, California.  

 

"The Surprising Comparisons between  

Christianity and Islam!"  

http://www.amazon.com/Silence-Other-Surprising-Invitations-Advent/dp/0835811123

