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Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 

Bonne rentr®e! is what we hear these days as Parisians 

come back to familiar work and school schedules. Itôs 

the legendary ñre-entryò into Paris for many people 

getting back to real life after the summer holidays. For 

some of you reading this, it is your first experience of 

Paris coming alive after the deceptively peaceful last 

weeks of August. Welcome to you, and welcome back to 

everyone!  

This is a good time to reach out to old and new friends 

and ask how the summer went. Whatôs new? How can 

we encourage and support you as you jump into this 

wonderful new world of French culture (and verb 

conjugations)?! Itôs a time in the church for various new 

beginnings, so please mark your calendars for the 

annual Ministry Fair on Sunday, 16 September,  

which is an opportunity to explore some options for you 

to connect with new friends, to grow spiritually or 

socially with new learning and service choices. 

Weôll begin exploring our fresh theme for 

the coming academic year: ñNo Longer 

Strangers.ò Itôs from Ephesians 2:19, ñSo 

then you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are citizens with the saints 

and also members of the household of 

God.ò It comes in the middle of a larger 

explanation of the gospel, ñfor by grace 

you have been saved through faith.ò No Longer 

Strangers is about the ministry of reconciliation, how 

God has welcomed those who were strangers to God 

and one another, and reconciled us back to God and one 

another, by what Christ has done for us that we could 

not do for ourselves. It is an inspiring and awesome 

vision of what God has accomplished through the life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. What an 

astonishing assertion that we are ñno longer strangers 

and aliens!ò  

The problem is, of course, is that too often 

we still are strangers and aliensé in and 

out of the church and with one another 

and with God. I read a number of books 

this summer that I canôt wait to share with 

you. One of them is Eugene Petersonôs The 

Jesus Way. Most Christians have heard 

that Jesus ñis the way, the truth and the life,ò but 

havenôt paid a lot of attention actually to the way  of 

Jesus. And so we have been complicit in too much of the 

sordid injustice, abuse, violence, and corruption that we 

associate with what Luther called ñthe world, the flesh, 

and the Devilò (think here Pennsylvania, Bill Hybels, 

American Evangelicalism, and politics, racism, bigotry, 

and gun violence in so many places, etc., etc.). 

In July, Kim, Matthew, and I hiked some of the 

Pembrokeshire Coastal Path. The way was exhausting, 

but Iôm quite sure it doesnôt hold a candle to the 

challenge of Jesusô way. As GK 

Chesterton once said, ñThe Christian 

ideal has not been tried and found 

wanting. It has been found difficult; and 

left untried.ò So I invite you to begin to 

reflect on how we in the church and the 

way we ñdo churchò promulgates being 

strangers and aliens to God and the 

household of God? How do we actually 

maintain systems and structures that keep others from 

experiencing the freedom and new life and community 

that is for all in Christ?  

Letôs make this a really bonne rentr®e by praying for 

Godôs grace and faith to help us welcome one another, 

even ñthe stranger,ò and together learn what it means to 

be the household of God together!  

In Christ,  

{ƻ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƛŜƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ  
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ нΥмф 
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Bible readings for September 

н {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   мрǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ нΥу-моΣ tǎŀƭƳ прΥм-нΣ с-ф 
WŀƳŜǎ мΥмт-нт 
aŀǊƪ тΥм-уΣ мп-мрΣ нм-но 
  
ф {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   мсǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ннΥм-нΣ у-фΣ нн-ноΤ tǎŀƭƳ мнр 
WŀƳŜǎ нΥм-млΣ мп-мт 
aŀǊƪ тΥнп-от 
  
мс {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   мтǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мΥнл-ооΣ tǎŀƭƳ мф 
WŀƳŜǎ оΥм-мн 
aŀǊƪ уΥнт-оу 

 но {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   муǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ омΥмл-омΤ tǎŀƭƳ м 
WŀƳŜǎ оΥмо-пΥоΣ т-уŀ 
aŀǊƪ фΥол-от 
  
ол {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ   мфǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
9ǎǘƘŜǊ тΥм-сΣ ф-млΤ фΥнл-ннΣ tǎŀƭƳ нп 
WŀƳŜǎ рΥмо-нл 
aŀǊƪ фΥоу-рл 

The Thurber 
lecture series  

�L�V�� �D�Q�� �D�G�X�O�W�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
�J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �W�L�P�H��
�W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �R�S�H�Q�� �W�R�� �D�O�O���� �7�K�H��
�O�H�F�W�X�U�H�V�� �W�D�N�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
�$�&�3���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �7�K�X�U�E�H�U�� �5�R�R�P����
�$�O�O�� �D�U�H�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �D�� �O�L�J�K�W��
�P�H�D�O�� �D�W�� �����K���� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
�I�U�R�P�������K����-�����K���� 


