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Dear Friends, 

Happy Thanksgiving!  To all you Americans abroad, and to everyone we encounter today, 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

The American Church and the American Cathedral have shared Thanksgiving services for 
many years. In 2020, this extraordinary year, we offer you a shared Thanksgiving Day 
service online. We are joined as well by Rabbi Tom Cohen, from Kehilat Gesher Synagogue, 
and Dr. Celeste Schenck, president of the American University in Paris—and by all of you 
watching from around the world. 

It has indeed been an extraordinary year. Extraordinarily bad, many of us would say, which 
is why when we began to plan for this service we started to ask how we could give thanks 
now. We thought of Paul’s letter to the Philippians:  

The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

Do not worry? Give thanks in everything? We gather today to understand how we might 
do just that, acknowledging God’s constant presence and love, and God’s Spirit moving 
among us in new ways: I am about to do a new thing: now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
(Isaiah 43:19)  

And here is something for which I give thanks: words from Teresa of Avila about peace 
within. 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you. 
May you be content knowing you are a child of God. 
Let this presence settle into your bones, 
   and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 
It is there for each and every one of us.    

– The Very Rev. Lucinda Laird, Dean 

 
The American Cathedral of the Holy Trinity welcomes all people.  Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, whatever your 

questions, whatever your situation, we are glad you are here and invite you to find out more about our life together.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Now thank we all our God                                 Gerhard Krapf     
           (1924-2008) 
 
 

WELCOME The Very Rev. Lucinda Laird 
 
 
 
OPENING HYMN: “Come, ye thankful people, come”  ST GEORGE’S WINDSOR 

 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER   The Rev. Canon Nathaniel Katz 
 
Blessed are you, O God of every neighborhood and nation. 
 We praise you.  
Blessed are you, O Lord of all history and of this hour. 
 We give you thanks. 
As we gather from across Paris and around the world, 
 We remember that you are the source of all good gifts.  
We thank you— 
 For life, for new life, for every breath of life; 
 For the fruits of the earth in their season; 
 For health workers tending those seriously ill; 
 For those who lead justly and those who resist injustice; 
 For scientists working on healing and preventing this virus; 
May this pandemic lead us to deep and necessary changes in how this world works 
and how we live in it.  May your vision of compassion, justice and peace dwell in our 
hearts and your love be made plain in our lives. Amen. 
 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: Alleluia Fanfare                      Fred Gramann 

                 (b.1950) 
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THE FIRST READING: Psalm 100     Rabbi Tom Cohen 
 
A psalm of thanksgiving. 

  

ה ִמְז֥מֹור ָ֑ יעּו ְלתֹוד  ִר֥ יה֗וה ה ָ֘ ֶרץ ל ַ֝ ָֽ א  ה ֶאת־יה֣וה ִעְב֣דּו :ׇּכל־ה  ָ֑ אּו  ְּבִׂשְמח  יו ּב ֥ נ ֗ פ  ָֽה ְלַ֝ נ  י  ְּד֗עּו :ִּבְרנ  ֤הּוא יהוהָ֘  ִּכ֥  

ים  ִה֥ נּו ֣הּוא  ֱאלֹ֫ ׂש  ְָ֑חנּו ְו֣לֹו ע ָ֭ ּ֗מֹו ֲאנ  אן ע ַ֝ ֹו ְוצ ֣ ְרִעיתָֽ אּו :מ  יו ּב ֤ ָ֨ ר  ה ׀ ְׁשע  יו  ְּבתֹוד ֗ ֥ ת  ָ֑ה ֲחֵצר  ֹו ֥הֹודּו ִּבְתִהּל  ֗ ֲר֥כּו לַ֝ ָָֽ֘ ּב   

ֹו הוה ִּכי־֣טֹוב :ְׁשמָֽ ֣ם יָ֭ ֹו  ְלעֹול  ְסּדָ֑ ר  ח  ד־ּד ֥ ר ְוע  ד ֗ ֹו ו ַ֝ ֱאמּונ תָֽ : 
 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth. Serve God in gladness; come into 
God's presence with joy. Do you not know that Adonai is the Almighty who made 
us, and we are His—God's people—the sheep of His flock? Come in through God's 
gates with thanksgiving, into God's courtyards with praise. Give thanks to Him; 
exalt God's name. How good is God, whose beneficence is everlasting, and whose 
steadfastness endures for all time. 

 

 

 

SOLO: Psalm 138         Arthur Honneger 
                     (1892-1955) 

I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name  

for your unfailing love and your faithfulness. 

 

 

 

THE SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-9             Dr. Celeste Schenk 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 
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ANTHEM: Thou visitest the earth Maurice Greene 
 (1695-1755) 
 

Thou visitest the earth and blessest it.  Thou crownest the year with thy goodness. 
(Text, Psalm 65: 9a, 12a) 

 

 
 
POEM: RS Thomas “Praise”          The Very Rev. Lucinda Laird 
 

I praise you because 

you are artist and scientist 

in one. When I am somewhat 

fearful of your power, 

your ability to work miracles 

with a set-square, I hear 

you murmuring to yourself 

in a notation Beethoven 

dreamed of but never achieved. 

You run off your scales of 

rain water and sea water, play 

the chords of the morning 

and evening light, sculpture 

with shadow, join together leaf 

by leaf, when spring 

comes, the stanzas of 

an immense poem. You speak 

all languages and none, 

answering our most complex 

prayers with the simplicity 

of a flower, confronting 

us, when we would domesticate you 

to our uses, with the rioting 

viruses under our lens. 

 

 

 
HYMN:  “We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing”  KREMSNER 
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GOSPEL: Luke 4:16-21        The Rev. Doug Fondell 
 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

 
 
THE SERMON The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart 

 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                Andrew Kluetz 
 
We invite you to join in prayer, adding your own petitions and thanksgivings in the silence. 
 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.  
 
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, 
for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 
Guide us to be good and caring stewards of all that you have given us. 
Silence. 
 
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 
surrounds us on every side. 
We ask your blessing especially on those who are lonely and isolated in this 
pandemic.   
Silence. 
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We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading 
us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 
Help us to find new ways of working and creating in this time of change. 
Silence 
 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
In this difficult time, we give thanks for the presence of your Spirit, showing us new 
ways to reach out in our care for each other and in our work. 
Silence. 
 
Above all, we thank you for constant presence in our lives, in all times and in all 
situations. 
Open our eyes and our hearts to know that it is truly in you that we live and move 
and have our being. 
Silence. 
 
To You, O God, be the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE ANTHEM: The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune  Ralph Vaughan Williams 

(1872-1958) 
 

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; Him serve with 
fear, his praise forth tell, come ye before him, and rejoice.  The Lord, ye know is God 
indeed, without our aid he did us make; we are his fold, he doth us feed, and for his 
sheep he doth us take.  O enter then his gates with praise, approach with joy his courts 
unto, praise, laud and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do.  For why?  the 
Lord our God is good: His mercy is for ever sure; His truth at all times firmly stood, 
and shall from age to age endure.  To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the God whom 
heaven and earth adore, From us and from the angel host be praise and glory evermore.  
Amen.  [Text, William Kethe (d.1594)] 

 

 

 
CLOSING PRAYER      The Rev. Allison Wheeler 
 
Praise to you, abundant God, for when we ask, you give; when we seek, you show the 
way. When we knock, you answer. Thanksgiving, blessing and praise be yours, God 
of justice and compassion. Make us now your faithful people.  May our love for you 
and our likeness to you be strengthened every time we pray. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING            The Very Rev. Lucinda Laird 
and The Rev. Allison Wheeler 

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  “Now thank we all our God”  NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY: Variations on “America” Charles Ives 
 (1874-1954) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The American Cathedral in Paris 
23 avenue George V, 75008 Paris 

Tel: 01 53 23 84 00  
e-mail: cathedral.office@americancathedral.org 

website : www.amcathparis.com 

https://americancathedral-my.sharepoint.com/personal/admin_americancathedral_org/Documents/Company/Service%20Bulletins%20in%20preparation/Pentecost%202020/www.amcathparis.com
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Opening Voluntary                       Fred Gramann 
Music Director, The American Church in Paris 

 

Welcome             The Very Rev. Lucinda Laird 
Dean, The American Cathedral in Paris 

 

Hymns and Anthems     American Cathedral Choir Staff Singers 
Rachel Redmond, Grace Durham, Nicholas Scott, Matthieu Heim 

Canon Zachary Ullery, Director of Music 

 
Opening Prayer       The Rev. Nathaniel Katz 

Cathedral Canon, The American Cathedral in Paris 

 
Song of Praise                           The Bronze Ringers 

Fred Gramann, Director, The American Church in Paris 

 
The First Reading                  Rabbi Tom Cohen 

Kehilat Gesher Synagogue 

 
Solo (Psalm 138)                                 Jennifer Young 

Soloist, The American Church in Paris 

 
The Second Reading                Dr. Celeste Schenk 

President, The American University of Paris 

 
Gospel           The Rev. Doug Fondell 

Interim Co-Associate Pastor, The American Church in Paris 

 
Preacher           The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart 

Interim Senior Pastor, The American Church in Paris 

 
The Prayers                    Andrew Kluetz 

The American Cathedral in Paris 

 
Closing Prayer       The Rev. Allison Wheeler 

Director of Children’s Ministries, The American Church in Paris 

 
Closing Voluntary                      Andrew Dewar 

Organist, The American Cathedral in Paris 

 
Thanks also to…                        Sarah Sturman 

Communications Manager, The American Cathedral in Paris 


