
The American Church In Paris

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

24 December 2021

19h30 and 22h00

Welcome to Our Christmas Eve Services.

Thank you for helping everyone be present and enjoy worship

together by silencing and not holding up phones.

We are so glad we can celebrate God’s incarnation with you

tonight!

The congregation’s spoken words are in bold.

You are invited to rise in body or in spirit when you see this symbol.

Prelude (thank you for refraining from applause between prelude offerings)

Ich will von Jesu Wunden singen J.S. Bach

I will sing of Jesus’ wonders and my lips will bring glad offerings.

Frédéric Goncalves, soloist Simon Fournier, trumpet

Fred Gramann, organ

Geistliche Wiegenlied (Holy Lullaby) Johannes Brahms

You who hover around these palms in night and wind, you holy

angels, silence the treetops; my child is sleeping. You palms of

Bethlehem in the roaring wind, how can you today bluster so angrily!

Be still, bow softly and gently; silence the treetops! My child is

sleeping. The child of heaven endures the discomfort. Oh, how tired he

has become of earthly sorrow. Oh, now in sleep, gently softened, his

pain fades. Fierce cold comes rushing. How shall I cover the little

child's limbs? O all you angels, you winged ones wandering in the

wind, silence the treetops! My child is sleeping.

Nicole Taylor, soloist Jonathan Bloom, cello

Debra Takakjian, piano

Benedictus Robat Arwyn

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Nicole Primmer and Frédéric Goncalves, duet

Fred Gramann, piano



Mary’s Lullaby André Previn

Jennifer Young, soloist Jonathan Bloom, cello

Fred Gramann, piano

Prelude in B minor Bach-Siloti

Debra Takakjian, piano

Adagio Richard Wagner

Carol Mundinger, clarinet Debra Takakjian, piano

Meditation Gabriel Fauré

Jonathan Bloom, cello Debra Takakjian, piano

Ave Maria Vladimir Vavilov

Simon Fournier, trumpet Fred Gramann, organ

Ringing of the Bells

Lighting the Christ Candle 19h30: The Perkins Rock Family

22h00: The Godula Parrack Family

We gather here tonight to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ,

son of Mary and Joseph, Emmanuel, God with us.

(The Christ Candle is lit.)

The light of God’s love has entered the world,

and the darkness has not and will not overcome it.

We lift up our heads in hope!

Christ offers us reconciliation with God, with ourselves, with creation

and with each other.

We will prepare the way for peace!

Christ’s Spirit is making all things new.

We lift up our voices in joy!

Christ comes to heal, to unite, to make us all sisters and brothers.

Hallelujah! We will walk in the light of Christ’s love!

Processional Carol       O Come, All Ye Faithful tune: ADESTE FIDELES

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come, and behold Him, Born the King of angels!

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.



O peuple fidèle, Jésus vous appelle.

Venez, triomphants, joyeux, venez dans ces lieux!

O peuple fidèle, venez voir le roi des cieux.

Que votre foi l’implore, que votre foi l’adore,

Et qu’elle chante encore ce don précieux!

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation!

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God, all glory in the highest!

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Welcome & Sharing of Christ’s Peace Paul Rock

Sung Response      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing tune: MENDELSSOHN

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King,

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  join the triumph of the skies;

With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

First Reading – Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7 19h30: GP and Yetunde Usino

22h00: Max Valluy, Teri Lee Valluy

Carol                       O Come, O Come Emmanuel tune: VENI EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Musical Offering Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence arr. Fred Gramann

Handbell Choir

Second Reading – Matthew 1:18-23                         19h30: Walter Dickerson

22h00: Selina Uzoukwu

Musical Offering As Joseph Was a-Walking Fred Gramann

Adult Choir    Jennifer Young, soloist



Third Reading – Luke 2:1-7 19h30: Delia Esteban

22h00: Oluchi Uzoukwu

Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem tune: ST. LOUIS

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

Musical Offering The Little Road to Bethlehem Michael Head

John Bernard, soloist   Fred Gramann, piano

Fourth Reading – Luke 2:8-20 19h30: Chris Wobo, Kate Snipes

22h00: Jacob Yau, Kate Snipes

Carol Angels We Have Heard On High tune: GLORIA

Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply

Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

Which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Musical Offering In The Bleak Midwinter arr. Fred Gramann

Handbell Choir

Fifth Reading– John 1:1-5, 14 Don Lee

Christmas Eve Meditation “Coming Home” Paul Rock

Musical Offering O Holy Night Adolphe Adam

Marie Engle, soloist Fred Gramann, organ



Christmas Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer Elizabeth Murray

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Call for Christmas Offering Doug Fondell

Musical Offering         Ding, Dong, Merrily on High     arr. Fred Gramann

Adult Choir

Sharing the Light of the Christ Candle Jodi Fondell

Musical Offering Sarabande J.S. Bach

Jonathan Bloom, cello

Carol Silent Night, Holy Night tune: STILLE NACHT

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,

Round yon virgin mother and child!

Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Douce nuit, sainte nuit, dans les cieux l’astre luit,

Le mystère annoncé s’accomplit.

Cet enfant sur la paille endormi,

C’est l’amour infini, c’est l’amour infini.

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;

With the angels let us sing, Alleluias to our King;

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.



Benediction(s) Paul Rock

Carol Joy to the World tune: ANTIOCH

Joy to the World, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And Heaven and nature sing, and Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns!

Let all, our songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Postlude Good Christian Friends, Rejoice J.S. Bach

CONGREGATIONAL CANDLE LIGHTING

• Persons at the end of each row will light their candles from the

ushers’ candles. Please extend and tilt your unlit candle to your

neighbor’s lighted one. Be sure to hold your lit candle upright

to avoid dripping wax.

• Once candles are lit, we will join to sing “Silent Night.”

• As you leave, please take care to extinguish your candle, and take

your candle home with you as a reminder to share God’s light.

• Thank you for joining us and have a very Merry Christmas!



WORSHIP LEADERS AND COORDINATORS

The Reverend Dr. Paul Rock, Senior Pastor

The Reverends Jodi and Doug Fondell, Interim Associate Pastors

The Reverend Elizabeth Murray, Associate Pastor for Youth and Young

Adult Ministries

The Reverend Don Lee, Visiting Pastor

Kate Snipes, Pastoral Intern

Fred Gramann, Director of Music

Charlie Gay and Agnès Adex, Worship Committee Council Leaders

A SPECIAL THANKS to all who are participating in leading the Christmas

Eve services: the ushering teams, handbell choir, soloists,

instrumentalists, readers, and preparation volunteers. All have helped to

create a wonderful time of celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ our

Lord and the mystery of the incarnation.

PLEASE NOTE that the ACP church house and office will be closed for the

holidays from Saturday 25 December through Saturday 1 January , with

the exception of 26 December for worship at 11h00 only.

OUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND…

In loving memory of James and Phyllis Albrecht, by Karen Albrecht

In honor of Pearl Benney, and in memory of John W. Benney,

by Alison Benney and family

In honor of Lisa Prevett and the Alpha Leadership Team, by MaryClaire

King

In memory of Patti Bohl Kirk, by Pam Bohl, Joel Babb and Jakob

In honor of her parents, JW & Nancy Bohl and their 65th wedding

anniversary, by Pam Bohl

In memory of Hmai, a beloved cousin, by Charlotte Coache

In loving memory of Naomi and Bill Paris, and Don and Ginny Roberts,

by Mary Diard

In memory of Jerrie Tisserant-Turkatte, by Daphne Elfferich



In memory of their beloved parents, Ted and Rose Ann Mullen, and Paul and

Eileen Fondell, by Jodi and Doug Fondell

In honor of Sue and Jim Null, and Mme Roselyne Hua, and in memory of

M. Marcel Hua, by Jennifer and Pascal Hua and their children

In loving memory of David Dietz, by Jane Kendall

In loving memory of Graham Lee, by Don Lee & Tana McDonald

In loving memory of Simon Lee, by Don Lee & Tana McDonald

In memory of Chey, by Fiona Lopez

In memory of Etienne Losq by Lela Hastey-Losq

In honor of Anne, Cyril, Stephanie, Shubho and Rohan, by Lela Hastey-Losq

In memory of her beloved dad, Tono Wibowo, by Lucy Jamin

In honor of her mom, Mina Jamin, by Lucy Jamin

In loving memory of Marie Rœderer, by Lucy Jamin

In loving memory of Timothy O'Neill and Charlie Martin, by John Martin

In loving memory of dear friends, Gideon and Maga, by John Martin

In loving memory of her father, Alan G. Turner, by Pamela Morris

In memory of her parents and other deceased loved ones, by Tawa Mosaku

In memory of Harry and Elsa Osborne, by Susan Osborne Orsoni

In memory of Alphonso & Risi Oshilaja, by Kaye Oshilaja

In honor of Vicenta, her mother, and Lily, Shirley and Raffy, by Gigi Oyog

In thanksgiving for all God’s blessings, by Jun Polinar and Lisa Quirona

In memory of Basilio Jr. and Anecita Polinar, and Miquel and Eufrocina

Quirona, by Jun Polinar and Lisa Quirona

In honor of Lee Sang-soon, by her loving daughter Mihae Son

In memory of her father, Mr. Aderemi Alao, and her brother Olalekan Alao,

by Yetunde Usino

In honor of her mother, Mrs. Rosemary Alao, and my parents-in-law,

by Yetunde Usino

In loving memory of Jurgen Tredup

In loving memory of Virginia Kisseadoo, by ACP Adult Choir

In honor of Andrea Richard, by ACP Staff



WE WELCOME YOU TO THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS as we celebrate the

birth of Christ the Lord on this Christmas Eve. The American Church in

Paris is an international, ecumenical congregation composed of Christians

from around 50 nations and numerous denominational traditions. If you

are visiting Paris during this holiday season, we extend a special welcome

to you and pray that you will hear the good news of hope and receive anew

God’s gift of love through Christ the Savior - born for you!

IF YOU ARE SEARCHING FOR A SPIRITUAL HOME AND A CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

IN THE CITY OF PARIS, we extend a warm invitation to you to become

involved in the American Church by attending the next New Member

Orientation class on 27 January at 19h via Zoom. RSVP:

laycaregivers@acparis.org. You may also go to our website to check out

the various events going on at the ACP so you can get involved:

www.acparis.org.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING: During this season of sharing, ACP's Christmas Eve

offering will go to support the various ministries and missions of the

American Church in Paris both locally and internationally. We hope that

you will give generously as we seek to be a faithful “Beacon on the Seine,”

sharing God’s love, grace, and peace with all people.

A SPECIAL THANKS to all who are participating in leading the Christmas Eve

services: the ushering teams, handbell choir, vocal choir, soloists,

instrumentalists, readers, and preparation volunteers. All have helped to

make the services a wonderful time to celebrate the birth of Christ our

Lord and marvel in the mystery of the incarnation.

THE TRUMPETIST AND CELLIST for this evening’s services were made

possible by a gift from Fred Gramann in memory of his parents, Fred

and Jean Gramann.

PLEASE NOTE that the ACP church house and office will be closed for the

holidays from Monday 27 December through Saturday 1 January.



UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND FELLOWSHIP:

✶ THURBER DISCUSSION: 18 JANUARY, 19h30 on Zoom. Rev. Grace

Imathiu, a leading activist/pastor for Welcome and Inclusion will teach on

“Our next best steps!”  Register for the Zoom link at acparis.org.

✶ CHILDREN’S WORSHIP is held during the 11h and 14h services. For

safety reasons, all children must be registered for the program to

attend. You can register your child for Children's Worship at

acparis.org/cw-registration or by using the QR code here. We also

ask that you register your child's attendance in advance of each

Sunday at acparis.org/signups. If you are an adult and are interested in

joining our Children's Worship leadership team, contact Allison Wheeler at

childrensworship@acparis.org. Please note that, exceptionally, there

will be no Children’s Worship on 26 December.

✶ THE YOUTH GROUP meets weekly on Sundays 12h30-13h45 in the

Catacombs on the basement level of ACP. Contact youthpastor@acparis.org

for more information. Please note that the Youth Ministry is on break for

Christmas and will resume on 9 January at 12h30. Follow our Youth

Group on Instagram here: https://www.instagram.com/acpyouthsquad/.

✶ THE YOUNG ADULTS GROUP meets weekly on Tuesday nights

19h30-21h30 in the Library. Please note that the Young Adult Ministry is on

break for Christmas and will resume on 4 January. Contact

youthpastor@acparis.org for more information. Follow our YA Group on

Instagram here for the latest updates:

https://www.instagram.com/acp_ya/.

✶ READ ALL ABOUT IT – inspiration, information, news, and events from

ACP in the most recent edition of the Spire. Available on the app, or at

acparis.org.

✶ FOR MORE INFORMATION on all the offerings for children, youth, adults,

and mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
https://www.instagram.com/acp_ya/


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:

✶ 100 NIGHTS OF WELCOME (100 NOW)

100 NOW is a vital ministry providing warm hospitality, shelter, beds, and

showers to refugees. It is an important opportunity to serve those in need

right here in our Paris community. Beginning 10 January, to welcome our 10

guests each evening to the ACP gymnasium, we need many volunteers. For

information on how to volunteer, please contact Daniel Tostado at

danieltostado1@gmail.com.

✶ SANDWICH MINISTRY

Come join us on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month from 17h-18h30

starting 5 January to help make sandwiches to be distributed to those in

need by the Serve the City Paris team. For more information, contact

reception@acparis.org.

mailto:reception@acparis.org


The American Church in Paris

65 quai d’Orsay - 75007 Paris

Website: www.acparis.org Telephone: 01 40 62 05 00

http://www.acparis.org

