
THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
31 October 2021, 11h00: Climate Sunday

Welcome to this service of worship

We are happy you are here! Although we are slowly removing restrictions put in

place for Covid, we ask that you wear your mask while indoors. Creation Care is

important to us, so at the end of the service, please take or recycle your bulletin.

The congregation’s spoken words are in bold

and the sung words are in bold italics

You are invited to rise in body or in spirit when you see this symbol

We Gather

Prelude Overture from The Creation Josef Haydn

“The Representation of Chaos”

Fred Gramann, organ

Welcome, Greeting, and Announcements Paul Rock

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Call to Worship (from Hosea 2) Elizabeth Murray

On that day, says the Lord, you will call me “My husband,” and no

longer will you call me “My master.”

And I will make for you a covenant on that day with the wild

animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping things of the

ground,

and I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land. And all

shall lie down in safety.



Hymn The Climate Is Changing!

tune: ST. DENIO (“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”)

text: © 2021 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

The climate is changing! Creation cries out!

Your people face flooding and fire and drought.

We see the great heat waves and storms at their worst.

We pray for the poor, Lord — for they suffer first.

We thank you for people who treasure the earth,

whose faith has long taught them its beauty and worth.

We thank you as well for the children and youth

who look to the future and speak out the truth.

We thank you for leaders, courageous and brave,

who know that the earth is worth fighting to save,

who care about justice and what they should do,

who listen to science and work hard for you.

You love this good earth, and you sent us your Son!

May we love our neighbors — there's work to be done.

May we, by your Spirit, do all in our power

to care for your earth in this critical hour.

Litany of Light and Common Confession

Opening words, lighting of candle, silence and prayer

Creator God, the world before us is filled with beauty and

life that is divinely-inspired. Yet our abuse and misuse of

your creation has led to a world where resources are scarce,

droughts are commonplace, wildfires rage, and floodwaters

rise. Forgive us for not caring deeply and radically enough,

especially as that apathy enables destruction and dislocation

among our most vulnerable communities and neighbors.

Forgive us, O Lord, and embolden us to enact our

repentance in ways that will heal and restore hope.

Written by Jonathan Miller and Rev. Jennifer Mills-Knutsen, American International

Church in London. Permission for use and adaptation.



Gloria Patri

Sacrament of Baptism Paul Rock, Allison Wheeler

Arthur Fletcher, son of Charles Fletcher and France Prioul Fletcher

All children may come forward to witness the baptism up front and then go to their

children’s worship space following the baptism.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and

earth, and in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. Who

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose

again; he ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of

God the Father almighty; from where he will come to judge

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy,

universal Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Generosity Campaign Paul Rock

Moment for Ministry: Climate Responsibility Rose Marie Burke



Anthem Come, Ye Blessed of My Father Edmund Pendleton

Adult Choir   John Bernard, soloist Laurana Mitchelmore, piano

OT Scripture Lesson: Genesis 9:8-13 (page 6 of the pew Bibles)

Zia Stewart Lennard

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon series: Renovating & Rebuilding the Post-Pandemic Church

Sermon God of Earth and Sea Paul Rock

Acts 4:23-31 (page 888 of the pew Bibles)

Musical Reflection Recit and Air Josef Haydn

(from The Creation)

Recit: And God said, “Let the waters under heaven be gathered

together in one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. And

God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters he called

seas. And God saw that it was good.

Air: The boisterous sea roars, rolling in foaming billows. Mountains

and rocks now emerge, their tops ascending into the clouds. The rivers

flow serpent-like through the open plains. The babbling brooks gently

glide through the silent vales.

Frédéric Goncalves, soloist Fred Gramann, organ

We Respond and Are Sent into the World

Prayers of the People Jodi Fondell

We bring our struggles, celebrations, our gifts, and ourselves to God in prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.



Call to Generous Giving

Offerings are received in the passed offering plates, in the narthex or at

acparis.org/donate (QR code on contact info page).

Offertory Music Prelude on “Praise Ye the Lord” arr. Larry Visser

(“The King of creation!”)

Doxology, No. 592 Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

In heav’n above and earth below!

One God, three persons, we adore:

To God be praise forevermore!

Prayer of Dedication Jodi Fondell

Hymn No. 482 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

tune: LOBE DEN HERREN

Benediction Paul Rock

Congregational Amen

Postlude Prelude on “Praise Ye the Lord” arr. Larry Visser

The American Church in Paris

Welcome to worship – we are so glad that you are here! The American Church in
Paris is a vibrant community, with many offerings in-person and online for worship,
learning, spiritual formation, and Christian discipleship for youth, adults, and children
alike. In addition to in-person worship in our sanctuary, ACP posts livestreamed
worship at acparis.org. Please check our website for the latest news and
opportunities to grow and connect every week. Our mission is “to bear witness in
word and deed to the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.”



A "Pass Sanitaire" is required to attend ACP services.
All congregants of more than 17 years of age will be required to present at least one
of the following documents upon arrival:
1. Proof of completion of a full vaccination schedule at least 7 days old (or 4 weeks

in the case of a single shot Johnson & Johnson vaccination).
2. A negative RT-PCR or antigenic test less than 72 hours old.
3. The result of a positive RT-PCR or antigenic test demonstrating recovery of

Covid-19, at least 11 days old and less than 6 months old.
Proof will be accepted in the form of a paper certificate or digitally via the
“TousAntiCovid” mobile phone application. Mask mandate protocols remain in place.

Announcements

Today’s anthem “Come, Ye Blessed” was composed by Edmund Pendleton, Music
Director of ACP from 1934 to 1975. As you pass through the chapel to the theater
you will see a plaque to your right in his honor which includes the melody from this
anthem.
In need of prayer? If you are in need of prayer today, a lay caregiver is available in
the chapel (to the right of the sanctuary) to pray with you. If you would like members
of the lay care ministry team, members of the prayer chain, and the pastoral team to
uphold you in prayer, you may contact us at acparis.org/prayers.
Generosity Campaign: "Everything we have has come from you, and we give you
only what you first gave us." (I Chronicles 29:14) As you heard from Pastor Paul in
the service today, we have just launched our Generosity Campaign with the theme of
“Renovating and Rebuilding the Post-Pandemic Church.” Over the next four weeks,
our ministries will talk about our mission and how your financial giving can build and
sustain them, as you prayerfully consider making a special year-end gift now and
pledging to give during 2022. Stay tuned to our E-blasts, Spire magazine, pastors'
announcements, and Sunday bulletins for more information each week.
ACP Climate Sunday Participation: Today ACP is participating in Climate Sunday,
joining about 2,000 Christian congregations from 40 denominations across the UK
ahead of the UN climate change conference (COP26) in Glasgow in November.
Plus, ACP has launched a European Interfaith Climate Campaign to encourage
people of faith to “shed light on the systemic and structural issues blocking a
sustainable future and climate justice for all people, through reflection, prayer, and
action.” Also, joining with the Young Christian Climate Network, Christian Aid, and
concerned citizens around the globe, our children have poured their fears and their
hopes into these "prayer boats" as a visible sign that they are counting on all of us to
"rise to the moment, and set sail toward a more just future." See
acparis.org/creationcare or email creationcare@acparis.org for details.

http://acparis.org/creationcare


Life in an Ecovillage: 2 November 19h30 via Zoom. Hear from ACP members
Monica Bassett and Lionel Montoliu, who left Paris to start an ecovillage in the
Dordogne, where they have committed to drastically consume less — while living
better. Register at acparis.org/signups. This is one of ACP’s Climate Sunday events,
in coalition with the European Interfaith Climate Campaign.
Gather and Give Thanks: A Thanksgiving Dinner. 27 November, 17h30 in the
Theater. Tickets are 25 euros for ages 13 and above, and 20 euros for children ages
5-12. Should you need assistance toward the cost of the ticket, please see Pastor
Jodi. Tickets for limited seating can be purchased in the Theater (check or cash only)
after worship on Sundays 31 October, and 7, 14, and 21 November as seats remain
available. Plan to join us for a time of thanks and good food!
Seasons of change: You will notice the scaffolding in the sanctuary as we continue
our light and sound improvement project. We will continue to worship with the
scaffolding in our midst throughout the fall. We hope to see all of you around here a lot!

Atelier Concert Series: This evening’s free concert at 17h30 in our sanctuary
features pianist Güray Basol.
Help Paul get to know you and vice versa. Join a small group meet-and-greet
conversation with Paul and Stacey (when she can make it) and chat about "what it
means to be the Church." A 1-hour Zoom session is scheduled for 7 November at
16h. Please sign up at acparis.org/signups.
Photos for Paul: Help us help Paul get to know you by face and name by taking a
selfie of yourself or your family and sharing it by email with the names of those in the
photo to pastorintern@acparis.org. We will make a photo book for Paul with your
submissions (your personal information will not be shared with a third party). Thanks
for your help as we continue to bring our new Senior Pastor on board!
Sunday Newcomer Table: We are looking for volunteers to help staff our welcome
table after worship. If you'd like to join this team, please let Pastor Jodi know
at associatepastor@acparis.org.
Volunteer Editor for The Spire: ACP's thriving monthly magazine The Spire is
looking for a volunteer editor-in-chief. Interested? For further information please
contact us at communications@acparis.org.

Children's Ministries

Children's Worship - Pumpkin Prayer Party: Today, 12h15-13h45 in the 2nd floor
Library. Come dressed in your favorite (non-scary) costume, and enjoy some slightly
spooky scripture storytelling! The fun continues with crafts, snacks, and games.
Families with kids of all ages are welcome. Register at acparis.org/signups.

http://acparis.org/signups
http://acparis.org/signups
mailto:pastorintern@acparis.org
mailto:associatepastor@acparis.org
mailto:communications@acparis.org
http://acparis.org/signups


Children’s Worship: Children's Worship is held during the 11h and 14h
services! For safety reasons, all children must be registered for the
program to attend. You can register your child for Children's Worship at
acparis.org/cw-registration or by using the QR code here. We also ask that you
register your child's attendance in advance of each Sunday at acparis.org/signups. If
you are an adult and are interested in joining our Children's Worship leadership
team, contact Allison Wheeler at childrensworship@acparis.org.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Youth Ministry (collège, lycée): The youth group is on school break and will
resume on 7 November. Youth meet weekly on Sundays, 12h30-13h45 in the
Catacombs on the basement level of ACP. Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for
more information.
Young Adult Ministry (ages 18-30): Young Adults meet weekly on Tuesday nights,
19h30-21h30 in the Library. Contact youthpastor@acparis.org for more information.
Follow our YA group on Instagram here: https://www.instagram.com/acp_ya/.

Adult Ministries

Movie Discussion Group: 18 November 19h30, room G2 at ACP and on Zoom.
Films to choose from on Netflix: The Guilty (2021, with Jake Gyllenhaal), Searching,
Passing (from 10 November); and, in cinemas: Julie (en 12 chapitres), First Cow,
and Pig. For more info. and Zoom invitation contact movies@acparis.org.
African Fellowship Online: Sundays 16h-17h via Zoom. The first Sunday of each
month is the Fellowship; other Sundays in the month will be Bible study. Please
register for the Zoom details at acparis.org.
Sunday Evening Adult Bible Study: Sundays 17h30-19h via Zoom. This Bible
study on the Book of Acts is hosted by Patti Lafage and Nathaniel Akujuobi, via
Zoom. All are welcome. To register and receive the Zoom link: acparis.org.
Alpha Online Course: Mondays 20h30-22h. Got questions about life? Alpha Online
offers you the chance to explore the Christian faith in a relaxed, fun and friendly
environment! See acparis.org/alpha.
Sandwiches for those in need: 1st and 3rd Wednesday each month, 15h30 in the
courtyard. Join us to make sandwiches to be delivered to homeless and refugee
populations. This event is financially supported by the ACP, and the food will be
distributed by Serve the City volunteers. Feel free to bring a few bags of sliced
bread, if you would like. We will make fresh sandwiches together and share
conversation. Reservation in advance at tennhafer@yahoo.com is mandatory.

mailto:childrensworship@acparis.org
mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
mailto:movies@acparis.org
mailto:tennhafer@yahoo.com


Men's Morning Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30. Information at
acparis.org/men-thursday.
Silent Prayer Thursdays at ACP: Thursdays 18h-19h via Zoom. Join us for
prayer in silence. We will practice 25 minutes of praying together in stillness
according to the method of Centering Prayer, followed by the reading of a short
sacred text according to the method of Lectio Divina. Afterwards, there will be an
opportunity for sharing. Register at acparis.org for the Zoom link.
A Pathway Forward: Constructive conversation on homosexuality and the
Bible – welcome and inclusion at ACP. The last gathering is 4 November 19h30-21h
via Zoom. Please register online at acparis.org.
Recycling Reminder: The garbage bins with yellow lids are for recycling paper,
cans, and plastics. Please think about recycling your bulletin on the way out today!
Read all about it – inspiration, information, news, and events from ACP in the most
recent edition of the Spire. Available on the app, or at acparis.org.
For more information on all the offerings for children, youth, adults, and
mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.

ACP Welcomes Rev. Elizabeth

Murray as its new Associate Pastor

for Youth and Young Adults

Rev. Elizabeth Murray is an ordained pastor in
The United Methodist Church. Originally from
metro Atlanta, Georgia, she has spent the
entirety of her ministry in Columbia, South
Carolina. Previously, she served as the
Coordinator for Hispanic/Latinx Ministries of
the South Carolina Annual Conference of The
United Methodist Church. She has been the
youth pastor at Lexington United Methodist

Church in Lexington, South Carolina since July of 2016.

Elizabeth is a graduate of the University of South Carolina and Duke University’s
Divinity School. Elizabeth’s seminary internships took her to a non-profit in Kenya,
faith-based advocacy work in Washington, DC, a local church in eastern North
Carolina, and as a hospital chaplain. She is passionate about reading, travel, social
justice, and is an avid fan of American football, especially her alma mater — the South
Carolina Gamecocks.







Ministers of the American Church in Paris

Ministers The Entire Congregation
Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Jodi Fondell associatepastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor The Rev. Doug Fondell ap2@acparis.org
Youth & Young Adult Pastor The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Don Lee visitingpastor@acparis.org
Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir. Natalie Raynal cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Pastoral Intern Kate Snipes pastorintern@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Wedding Coordinator Jörg Kaldewey weddings@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you

The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and
alumni in Paris and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries.
Please give at acparis.org/donate (QR code below), email
acctg@acparis.org, or visit acparis.org/support-us for more information on
being a part of ACP’s ministry through regular stewardship or planned
giving. You can also speak with a pastor after today’s service. Gifts by
those subject to French income tax receive a 66% reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of
taxable income). The after-tax cost of your support is therefore only €34 for a €100 gift.
This applies to gifts made online, by check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American
Church in Paris. For those who may prefer the charitable deduction from taxable income in
the US, checks in US dollars should be made out to The American and Foreign Christian
Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP Stewardship”.

American Church in Paris

www.acparis.org   tel: 01 40 62 05 00

mailto:seniorpastor@acparis.org
mailto:music@acparis.org
mailto:cmusic@acparis.org
mailto:weddings@acparis.org
http://www.acparis.org

