THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
20 December 2020
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF WORSHIP ONLINE
Announcements

Savior of the Nations, Come

J.G. Walther

Prelude

Prelude from the Pastorale
Fred Gramann, organ

J.S. Bach

Welcome

Odette Lockwood-Stewart

Greeting
The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Introit

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Natalie Raynal, soloist

tune: VENI EMMANUEL

O come desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease;
Fill the whole world with heaven's peace.
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle
You are invited, in your own home, to light the second candle along with Christopher and
Funmilola Wobo.
Come Lord Jesus, you are the way, the truth and the life;
Come living Savior, come to your world which waits for you.
 Candle Hymn
God Almighty, We Are Waiting
tune: NETTLETON (“Come Thou Fount”)
God Almighty, we are waiting for a savior to appear.
Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near:
Burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild.
As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child.
Tolling Bells Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Victor Greene

God of majesty and glory, we are thirsty for your grace. You made a way for us in
the wilderness, and still, in our foolishness, we go astray. We hide our eyes from
your presence. We do not listen to your word. We are lifeless when we ought to
dance and speechless when we ought to sing. Forgive us, O Lord. Speak peace to
our fearful hearts, strengthen our weak hands, and make firm our feeble knees as
we seek to follow in your holy way. (silent prayers of confession)
According to your steadfast love, Lord, hear our prayers.
Amen.
Words of Assurance
Friends, Hear and believe the Good News! Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything in all of
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and made righteous. Thanks be to God

Refrain from “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Children’s Blessing

tune: GLORIA

Sara Biglietto and Kaylee Coerper


Musical Offering

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Devon Graves, vocals and keyboard Natalie Raynal, vocals

The First Lesson – Isaiah 35:1-10

Charles Wesley
Daniel Grout

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall
be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the
majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful
heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible
recompense. He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth
in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall
become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Musical Offering

Nun wandre, Maria (Journey on now, Mary)
Philip James Glenister, soloist Fred Gramann, piano

The Second Lesson – Luke 1:26-38

Hugo Wolf

MaryClaire King

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Musical Offering

Endless Alleluia
Devon Graves, guitar and vocals

Cory Asbury

Sermon

The Hopes and Fears of Christmas

Doug Fondell

Response in Prayer
Wait for the Lord
Wait for the Lord, his day is near.
Wait for the Lord; be strong take heart.

Taizé

Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer (in your mother tongue)
Invitation to Offering
Offertory Music

Variations on a Noël
Fred Gramann, organ

Claude Balbastre

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn

Jodi Fondell

Odette Lockwood-Stewart
Prepare the Way, O Zion

tune: BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

 Benediction

Doug Fondell

 Congregational Response

The American Church in Paris Online Community
During the Covid-19 pandemic, the American Church in Paris is dedicated to remaining a vibrant
community and to providing online resources for worship, learning, spiritual formation, and well-being,
and Christian discipleship. We will follow government guidelines to carefully re-open church buildings
for schools, worship, and community groups in a way that is safe, sustainable, and fair for all. We
continue to Worship Online at acparis.org where you can also find daily resources from ACP.
Please continue to check our website for the latest news and to participate in new opportunities
every week.
Whether you are one of the thousands of viewers from many different countries who join us for
online worship, or new to Paris and seeking a church family, we hope you will be patient until we
can meet again in person. In the meantime, we continue to pursue our mission “to bear witness
in word and deed to the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ.” God's grace and peace be
with you!

Announcements
In need of prayer? If you would like members of the lay care ministry team, members of the
prayer chain, and the pastoral team to uphold you in prayer you may contact us at
prayerrequests@acparis.org.
An Advent Adventure: Carols and special music are an integral part of the Advent season, a
time of preparation for the coming of Christ. A special video presentation has been prepared by
Fred Gramann for our community to provide for this need at a time when we sadly cannot sing
together in worship. You will find a brief history of each carol and be able to sing along. In
addition, there are musical contributions by several of our ACP musicians. The video is posted at
acparis.org.
ACP Online Christmas Party: Today at 17h via Zoom. We invite you to join fellow ACP
congregants, dressed in festive Christmas attire, and enjoy games, music, and other surprises as we
seek to make new memories during this extraordinary year. Visit acparis.org for more information
and to register to receive the Zoom details.

The Longest Night Service: 21 December 18h in the Sanctuary. This Advent season we find
ourselves near the end of a difficult year, both for the entire world and for many in our
congregation. During this time of holiday celebration when voices are traditionally lifted in joy,
those suffering may find their pain becomes more acute in contrast to the joy around them. ACP
will host a live service for those members who need the space and time to honor lost loved ones
and to reflect on the harsh reality of 2020. As we observe our shared grief with scripture and
music, we also honor the God that grieves with us and anticipate hope. Register today at
acparis.org.
ACP Community Life Christmas Pie Fundraiser: ACP is making delicious pies for your holiday
celebrations. We will offer three types of pies: sweet potato, pumpkin and pecan pie. The
minimum suggested donation for each pie is 35€ per pie. This will cover the cost of the pie, and
the rest of your donation will go directly toward reaching ACP's year-end giving goals. Let's reach
our goals together! Visit acparis.org for more information and to order your pie(s) today.

Advent and Christmas Eve
Worship in the Sanctuary Schedule
20 December
11h
Worship in Sanctuary
14h
Advent Open Doors, Contemporary Music, Prayer and Silence
21 December
18h
Longest Night Service of Worship
24 December Christmas Eve
11h
Family Service (geared towards families with children under 10 yrs.)
17h30 Prelude
18h
Candlelight Service (registration full, waiting list available at acparis.org)
21h30 Prelude
22h
Candlelight Service (registration full, waiting list available at acparis.org)
All Worship in the Sanctuary services require registration in advance at acparis.org to reserve
your seats. We will continue with Worship in the Sanctuary on 27 December 11h and into the
New Year, and Worship Online with weekly postings starting from 9h on Sundays at acparis.org.

ACP Weekly
Sundays from 10h45 via Zoom – Worship/Coffee Fellowship Online
At 11h, we will worship online together via shared screen. Once the service has ended, we will
have zoom fellowship. If you worship online at another time, please feel free to join the zoom
meeting for the fellowship at noon! If you would like the Zoom link, please register
at: acparis.org/worship-fellowship.
Mondays from 6h at acparis.org – Monday Musings with the Maestro (continued in
January 2021)
ACP Music Director Fred Gramann shares the behind-the-scenes stories about music and
musicians associated with the American Church in Paris over its long history. Whether you're up
for cogitating, ruminating, or just pondering with Fred, you're welcome to tune in and perhaps be,
well, a-mused.
Wednesdays from 6h at acparis.org – Sanctuary Sessions (continued in January 2021)
Join Natalie Raynal and ACP Contemporary Worship Musicians for acoustic sessions in the
sanctuary.

Children's Ministries
Threaded Together: A Children’s Ministry Initiative. During these days when we cannot safely
experience the joy of being all together in person, our Threaded Together initiative offers different
ways for us to stay connected, and for parents and children to experience support from church
staff, volunteers, and other families. Register at acparis.org/threadedtogether to participate in a
family small group or contact childrensworship@acparis.orgfor information.

ACP Children's Music Ministry program Spring 2021: Join us in lifting a joyful noise unto the
Lord through voice and instrument, in praise, prayer, and thanksgiving. The ACP children’s choirs
will continue via virtual choir rehearsals sent as private YouTube video links to watch, alternating
with Zoom rehearsals. Children of all ages are welcome. See acparis.org/childrensmusic for
registration.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
2021 program Out There: Together in One Place. For more information contact Pastor Victor
Greene at youthpastor@acparis.org.

Adult Ministries
ACP Today radio show – 21 December, 20h45-21h15. Tune in to 100.7 FM or listen in at
https://frequenceprotestante.com/.
Sunday Afternoon Adult Bible Study: Sundays 16h-17h30 via Zoom. All adults are welcome to
join this study as hosts Nathanial Akujuobi and Patti Lafage lead us through an in-depth study of
the book of Philippians. To register and receive the Zoom link please sign up at acparis.org.
Women's Weekly Bible Study: Tuesdays 10h-12h via Zoom. Join us for our virtual study of
“Job, an Unlikely Story of Joy.” Contact Katherine for more information at
womensbiblestudy@acparis.org.
Men's Ministry Bible Study at ACP: Thursdays 7h30-8h30, in the ACP Theater. In-house and
Zoom option available. Register at acparis.org/men-thursday.
Wednesday Evening Adult Learning at ACP: beginning 6 January 19h30-21h via Zoom. The
Sermon on the Mount: Living as Kingdom People (A six week study). Register at acparis.org.
A Thursday Evening Discipleship Encounter for New Christians: beginning 7 January 19h20h via Zoom. Walking in His Steps: Living as a Disciple of Jesus (An 8 week encounter).
Register at acparis.org.
Read all about it – inspiration information, news, and events from ACP in the most recent edition
of the Spire. Available now on the app, or at acparis.org.

Ministers of the American Church in Paris
Ministers
The Entire Congregation
Interim Senior Pastor
The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart
seniorpastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Jodi Fondell
associatepastor@acparis.org
Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Doug Fondell
ap2@acparis.org
Youth / Young Adult Pastor
Victor Greene (M.Div.)
youthpastor@acparis.org
Children’s Ministry Director
The Rev. Allison Wheeler
childrensworship@acparis.org
Director of Music
Fred Gramann
music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Director
Natalie Raynal
cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Director Sara Barton
ymusic@acparis.org
Executive Secretary
Heather Walter
secretary@acparis.org
Wedding Coordinator
Jörg Kaldewey
weddings@acparis.org
www.acparis.org Twitter.com/AmChurchParis Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

Your support of the ACP is vital!

Generosity Campaign goals: 1) to double the number of 2021 pledges – no amount is too small or
too large, and 2) increase 2020 seasonal financial giving to the ACP. Your generosity is critical to help
ACP’s ministries that change the lives of congregants in Paris and afar as well as life-changing
outreach missions in Paris and across the globe. For more information and how to pledge, please visit
acparis.org.

