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Thoughts from
Rev. Dr. Scott Herr
Senior Pastor
Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,
Easter 2012
“Christ is risen!” “He is risen indeed!” is the traditional Paschal greeting and response common to Eastern
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant traditions around the world on Easter morning. It comes from the liturgy of worship. It’s a double affirmation of the central event of the Christian faith, the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. Mark, the earliest of the gospel writers, records a young man dressed in a white robe sitting
on the right side of the tomb where Jesus had been buried, saying, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here” (Mark 16:6). From that moment on, there is
quite a bit of running around, literally, and more confusion and various interpretations of what actually transpired. But one thing is certain: Easter changed everything.
Change of course, is taking place all around us. That’s nothing new. Especially in our community, we see
people coming and going all the time, and some years we experience the painful change of loved ones who die or
friends who move on to another place. Change is painful, but inevitable. The question is never will there be change
or not, but rather how will we respond and adapt to perennial change? The Easter event transformed the lives of
those first disciples, so that they went from fearful running and hiding to bold proclamation of the message of
faith and hope in the life-giving power of God’s unstoppable love. In light of the good news of Easter, the question
for us all is, “How then shall we live?”
This past year, many of us lost loved ones because of relocation or illness and death. Loss is perhaps the
most painful aspect of change. I had two important people in my life die since last Easter. One is a family friend
from our days in Zurich who we have known for years. Barbie Mott died very suddenly of an aneurism. She was
spared a long and painful illness, but I think of her family and friends who had no time to say their goodbyes…
The other was a spiritual mentor, the President of Princeton Theological Seminary during the years that I was a
student there. Dr. Gillespie had recently visited the ACP, surprising me one Sunday morning last summer walking
into the theater before the 11h00 service with his wife Barbara and Fred and Jo Cassell, two other friends from
PTS and the church I served in Mexico City. Dr. Gillespie was interested to come and give lectures here. Death
changes all our plans.
As painful as their loss may be, I rejoice that my friends are now part of that great cloud of witnesses, the
communion of saints! They are experiencing the promise of the resurrection and the glorious love of God “face to
face.” I like to think that they are also “balcony people” in my life… I look over my shoulder to gauge my words
and actions against their faithful life witness. Both these people were very different from one another, but they
had two things in common: Their fears did not dominate their decisions. And they believed love was the most
important goal to spend your life pursuing.
G.K. Chesterton once wrote, “Fairy tales are more than true; not because they tell us that dragons exist,
but because they tell us that dragons can be beaten.” How much more the Easter story?
Perhaps it would be helpful for you to reflect on the balcony people in your life, those saints who have
gone before you, but whose life example and testimony continue to inspire you? How through their example does
God call you forth to live not out of fear but out of faith and hope? What are the dragons in your life and in this
world that need to be beaten? How do our loved ones in the communion of saints encourage us to live for the sake
of love, no matter what the cost?
Dr. Ian Torrance, the Scotsman who took over as President of the seminary after Dr. Gillespie left, announced his resignation to take place the end of 2012. In his letter to PTS alumni/ae, he noted wryly that many
institutions “have enormous heat shields that they can use to protect themselves against the friction of change.” 1
I pray that we as a congregation will not resist change, but look for the opportunities to change in ways that inspire faith, hope and love to grow.
Then may we not only say, but truly live the Easter proclamation, “Christ is Risen!”
Scott

“He is risen indeed!”

1. Ian R. Torrance, inSpire , (a magazine for alumni/ae and friends of Princeton Theological Seminary - fall 2011/winter 2012 edition), 2.

Thoughts from
Rev. Dr. Glen Thorp
Interim Associate Pastor
EASTER …
the day we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord from the dead, is central to our
Christian Faith. As the Apostle Paul Wrote: If Christ has not been raised, our preaching would
be useless and so would our faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about
God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. (I Co. 15:14-15). Read I
Co. 15:3-8 to understand the foundation of our faith and why we believe in the Resurrection.
This year, Easter is on 8 April. Each worship service will be one of celebration and hope with vocal and handbell choirs participating. We will sing hymns affirming Christ’s resurrection. The
Gospel Writer Mark will be the story teller of that amazing day when Jesus who had been crucified and buried, three days earlier, was raised from the dead. He begins with the women taking
spices to anoint Jesus’ body and finding the stone in front of tomb rolled to the side. A young
man dressed in white, sitting on the right side... said to them "do not be alarmed, you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here." (Mk16:5-6)
That will be the tone with which we will start our worship services, including the Sunrise service
on the quai. Mark tells of terror and amazement that seized the women.
It is our prayer that we will see Jesus’ Resurrection with new meaning when celebrating Holy
Communion at each of the worship services on that very special day. May our minds be opened
so that we can understand the Scriptures and not be afraid of telling others the good news. Before celebrating the Hope of the Resurrection we will be remembering God’s Amazing Love
throughout Holy week beginning with Palm/Passion Sunday, 1 April through Good Friday. We
will see how Jesus prepared his disciples for the events that would occur following the wonderful Passover Meal they had together which Jesus transformed from "remembrance of God’s liberation from slavery in Egypt" to liberation from slavery to sin through what was to happen the
following day, Passover. He said: This is my body ... This is my blood of the new covenant...
poured out for many. (Mk 14:22,24) Read about all the opportunities of worship during that
week. 5 April, Maundy (Mandate) Thursday, 20h00, will be lead by the Young Adults. The reason it is called Maundy Thursday is that Jesus gave three Mandates (Commandments) to his
disciples and through them to you and me. A New Commandment I give to you, that you love
one another as I have loved you. (John 15:12) After Jesus washed his disciples feet he said: I
have set for you an example that you should do as I have done for you. (John 13:15) We are
called to serve one another as Jesus served his disciples. Do this in remembrance of me is what
Jesus said to his disciples after breaking bread and passing a chalice of wine.
(Lk. 22:19). Come obeying what Jesus commanded us to do.
Good Friday, 6 April, 20h00. will be a Tenebrae (Darkness) Service. As Scripture and music tell
of Jesus’ last hours of life before suffering the cruel death on a Roman cross the sanctuary will
become increasingly dark. Imagine if the story ended with Jesus remaining in a tomb. Wonderfully, that is not where it ends.
In the Hope of the Resurrection,
Glen Thorp

A Sort of Homecoming

Thoughts from

I am a big fan of the Irish band U2 and respect their musical ingenuity and profoundly spiritual lyrics. A few
Rev. Dan Haugh weeks ago as I boarded the plane from Charles de Gaulle
heading to J.F.K. in New York, these lyrics from one of
their earlier songs called A Sort of Homecoming were
playing on my iPod and reverberating in my heart.
And you know it’s time to go
Through the sleet and driving snow
Across the fields of mourning
Light in the distance, and you hunger for the time
Time to heal, desire, time
And your earth moves beneath
Your own dream landscape,
Oh don't sorrow, no, don't weep
For tonight, at last, I am coming home,
I am coming home”

I was en route to the United States and had the
privilege of officiating and participating in my
best friend’s wedding back in New York. My
friend and his fiancée were gracious enough to
fly Lauretta and I back “home”. This was my
first visit back to the region, the friends, and
the church that I called home for over ten
years. How would I feel? Would it be emotional for me to return? Would it be difficult to
then leave again and fly back overseas?

Perhaps you have asked similar questions if and when you returned “home” after moving away.
Homecomings often have mixed feelings, and I believe that any and all types of emotions are
valid and perhaps necessary at particular times.
What I realized was that even though only six months had passed, my life had already changed
forever. The experiences that Lauretta and I have had since this summer; the friends and family we instantly became a part of, the journey of experiencing an entirely new culture, country,
and language has transformed us more than I realized. It is difficult to notice until placed back
in the environment you once knew. Everything and everyone around me was familiar, yet
something was radically and noticeably different. Me.
You have heard the saying, “home is where the heart is”, and though I was happy to visit my
friends and family (and get a really juicy hamburger); my longings were for Paris and the incredible and life-changing community here at ACP.
I believe that God uses the past to prepare us, the present to shape and form us, and the future
to give us hope of what we are becoming. I am grateful for my past, but no longer want or need
to live in it. The memories will always be there and remain a part of my story, but new memories are being formed each day, and for that I am grateful.
I do not know where” home” is for you or what “home” feels like, but I am learning to live in the
moment and see God’s presence and blessing right where I am and where I am called to be.
As I was on the plane flying back to Paris, U2’s latest album was still on my iPod but now these
words of Paul to the Philippians echoed in my mind and heart:
“For I have learned to be content in whatever the circumstances.” (Including wherever)
As Easter approaches, we rejoice that our true happiness, identity, and home is not found in our past
nor where we physically live, but rather in the love
and eternal life of Christ our Lord. May our hearts
find their “home” in Him, and Him alone.
In Christ,
Dan Haugh

Weddings
Thoughts from
Rev. Bedford Transou

Blesssings Given
and
Blessings Received

The Pastoral Assistant does many of the things pastors do, and the wedding ministry is his primary responsibility. Weddings can be a starting point for understanding what Christians believe about marriage, and about the Christian faith itself. Some who come to us are not Christians and may know little about Christianity. This is our opportunity to share our faith and a
time of blessings given, and of blessings received. Here is a glimps of what happens:

The mother of a Japanese bride was lovely and of commanding presence. Just before the service the she adjusted her daughter's veil, stepped back, and spoke softly to her. The translator
whispered that she had said "it makes me very happy to have a daughter like you." This was
so refreshingly personal between the two of them. After the service we posed for pictures on
the church steps, and a French mother passed by with her young daughter. The child was all
curls and smiles, and when she saw the bride in her lovely white dress, the child burst into
joyful laughter. The bride’s mother went down to the sidewalk, exchanged smiles and gestures with the child’s mother, and then picked up the happy child. She put the child in the
bride's arms to have their picture taken. Cultures connected in a beautiful and blessed way.
Another time, a young man visiting the sanctuary asked whether he might stay to observe what
a Christian wedding was like. After the service he presented the couple his sketch of their
wedding. It showed them facing me before the altar, the Bible and the cross with stained
glass windows in the background. This couple had an unexpected blessing in this gift from a
Tibetan Buddhist showing what he had seen at his first Christian wedding.
As you can imagine, couples can be nervous - perhaps especially the grooms. When they arrive
by car I like to meet them at the corner and walk them to the church. A recent groom’s expression was very dark, and I wondered what had happened. Had I done something? After
the service, when I congratulated them, he was all smiles and laughter. He then asked how
long I had waited for them on the cold street corner. He hadn't been unhappy or mad, after
all! He had been nervous. He now seemed grateful that I had done something so obvious and
simple as to meet them at the corner.

Just before I left last June, I learned that my friends at a large Japanese wedding planning
agency, were upset because I was leaving earlier than they expected. But, that did not stop
their plans. After my last wedding they presented me a picture album titled "We Love You
Bedford." With their vast talents and considerable accumulation of pictures, they had rushed
together this precious gift.
Concerning wedding blessings for non-believers, Pastor Don Hamilton, referred to Jesus' parable of the sower who sowed at random, without regard to where the seeds fell. Pastor Ken
Stenman talks of his friends who would never approve such doings – and of missionaries who
would relish such an opportunity. Pastor Scott Herr repeatedly calls this a "seeds of faith"
ministry. It is doubly humbling that those who come here seeking the blessing of their marriages have blessed us in return.
In Christ,

Bedford Transou

ACP Easter Week Services
and Celebrations
During Holy Week ACP will offer daily, special
services, so we can worship together as we follow
Jesus from Palm Sunday when He enters Jerusalem as the rightful
King, through Good Friday, when He dies for our sins,
to His glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, 1 April

Worship Services at 09h00, 11h00 and 13h30
Childcare and Children’s Worship available during the 11h00 and 13h30 services.

Holy Monday, 2 April
Worship Service (Holden Prayer), 19h00-19h30 in the Sanctuary

Holy Tuesday, 3 April
Worship Service (Holden Prayer), 19h00-19h30, in the Sanctuary

Holy Wednesday, 4 April

Worship Service (Holden Prayer), 19h00-19h30, in the Sanctuary

Maundy Thursday, 5 April

Worship Service with Holy Communion, 20h00 – 21h00, in the Sanctuary

Good Friday, 6 April
Worship Service (Traditional Tenebrae), 20h00 – 21h00, in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday, 8 April
A Sunrise Service at 07h15 on the quai d’Orsay in front of the ACP.
Easter Breakfast will be held in the Thurber Room from 08h00– 09h00.
Traditional Celebration of the Resurrection Worship Services at 09h00, 11h00.
Contemporary Celebration of the Resurrection at 13h30.
Childcare and Children’s Worship will not be available
during the 11h00 or 13h30 services.
Children will be worshiping with their parents to witness this amazing service.
Activity packets will be handed out to younger children.

From Your Council

~
What’s Going On!

Thoughts from Your Moderator
Mark Primmer

Members and Friends of ACP,
We are now deep into the Lenten Season; soon we will celebrate Easter and the
resurrection of our Lord. During this period of reflection, I am touched by the strength
of God’s love and the faithfulness of his people exhibited on a daily basis within our
community.
This strong sense of faith and commitment to ACP was evident during our Annual
Congregational Meeting on 11 March, as we unanimously approved our reports and
financial plans for 2012. Purposefully, we have challenged ourselves to step forward
and support our church programs and ministry activities. I am confident that through
the creative, engaged, and truly devoted spirit of our congregation, and by God’s grace,
we will exceed our own expectations.

In the days of anticipation and preparation for Easter, may we continue to pray for
strength and peace, thereby opening ourselves more to God’s love.
In Christ,
Mark Primmer
ACP Moderator

Property and Development Committee
Daniel Grout and Bill Johnson
Property Projects
1. G7-G8 We have set up a removable glass partition between the two rooms and installed
ventilation.
2. Garage A special enclosure has been created for the dustbin, in compliance with the
request of the fire brigade.
3. Gymnasium – Men’s Shower The men’s showers in the gymnasium have been
completely renovated to insure good waterproofing and avoid further water damage in the
gymnasium.
FIA Projects
1. Steeple We received the visit of an American architect from Cram and Fergusson, the
architect office that participated in the construction of the sanctuary. Mr. Ethan Anthony gave
us good information on how the church was built and proposed some strategies to repair the
damage on the tower.
2. Attic We have successfully removed the church belongings and put them in storage for the
time of the work to create the archives and storage space.
3. Sound System We have received the final quote for our new sanctuary sound system and
it will be discussed in detail with staff and council.

Nominating Committee
Thelma Fuchs and Christopher Wobo
This committee is presently in the process of identifying and discovering potential Council
Member nominees as the following Council positions are due for replacement this spring:
Moderator Vice Moderator Property/Development Chair Finance/Stewardship Vice-Chair
Human Resources Vice-Chair Mission Outreach Chair Nominating Chair and Vice-Chair

The Search for this Fall’s Retreat Coordinator
Owing to the need for a fall retreat coordinator for 2012 who will focus on
developing the family aspect of the event and children’s program,
we are presently assisting the Christian Education committee with this special need.
Update on the Associate Pastor Search
After each committee member read, prayed, and discussed 85 applications,
the list was narrowed to 17 people. After additional discussion and prayer, 10 applicants
were asked to send two sermons in a MP3 format. All twenty sermons were listened to
by each member of the search committee. Calls to references were made. Seven persons
were selected to interview via Skype. All interviews should be completed by 3 April.

Communications
John Newman and Alison Benney
“ACP Today” on 100.7 FM, Fréquence Protestante, reaches 80,000 to 100,000
listeners during our broadcast time. “ACP Today, Faith Talk in Paris” airs the first and
third Mondays of each month, from 20h45 to 21h30. Tune in!
Audio archives of the show are available at www.acparis.org/acp-today

Community Life
Camilla Macfarlane and Nathaniel Akujuobi
Easter Breakfast
Is being served at 8h00!
French Toast, Sausage, Quiche, Fruit, Fromage Blanc and Granola
Can you bring? Croissants, pastries or pain au chocolate?
Also we need help with set up and decorate on Sat, 7 April
Please contact Camilla Macfarlane at communitylife.acparis.org
~
The Women's Ministry of ACP
Thank you to the women of ACP who have participated over the past year in the
discernment process for a renewed Women's Ministry. We are excited to be moving forward
with a ministry that will encourage women to grow in their faith in Christ, develop and
strengthen friendships with other women in the church and provide opportunities to
serve the Paris community for Christ. Thank you to the following women who have been called
to guide this new ministry, serving on the new Leadership Team:
Rose Burke

Casey Olowa-Davies

Marie Grout

Destiny Ryales

~
Voters Registration Help on 15 April
Are you an American citizen who has questions about voters’ registration for your state,
or new laws that affect Americans living overseas? There will be a table set up on 15 April,
after the 11h00 service, to help answer all your questions so you can be a
registered voter for the upcoming elections.
~
New Membership Class
New Membership Class on 15 April at 12h30. Look for room assignment in the bulletin!
~
Question!
Community Life is looking for storage space for an upcoming ACP community project
Please contact Camilla Macfarlane if you know of any reasonable storage fees!

Christian Education
Lori Kolo

Upcoming Lecture and Recommended Reading
The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Bourgeault

(Speaking with us on 10 May, 2012)
Modern day mystic, Episcopal priest, writer, and internationally known
retreat leader, Cynthia Bourgeault divides her time between solitude at her
seaside hermitage in Maine, and a demanding schedule traveling globally to
teach and spread the recovery of the Christian contemplative and Wisdom path. She is the
founding director of both The Contemplative Society and the Aspen Wisdom School.
Cynthia is the author of seven books: The Meaning of Mary Magdalene, The Wisdom Jesus,
Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening, Mystical Hope, The Wisdom Way of Knowing,
Chanting the Psalms, and Love is Stronger Than Death. She has also authored or contributed
to numerous articles and courses on the Christian spiritual life. She is a past Fellow of the
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural research at St. John's Abbey in Collegeville, MN, and an
oblate of New Camaldoli Monastery in Big Sur, California.
As a piece of interesting reading, in August 2005 she wrote an open letter about another of her
mentors, Frere Roger, the murdered founder and spiritual leader of Taizé, here in France.
http://www.contemplative.org/frere_roger.pdf

Children's Worship
End of the Year Party !
Let's get a party together for Children's Worship for June.
Want to participate in any of that fun as a helper?
childrensworship@acp.org
ACP’s Summer Kid’s Bible Camp
Love to organize? ACP's Summer Kid’s Bible Camp needs you!
We are actively seeking a Coordinator for ACP's annual vacation bible school program that
will take place the week of 27 August. Leadership and good organizational skills are required for
this role, which is a principally a volunteer coordinator position.
Contact Lori Kolodziejczak at childrensworship@acparis.org for further details or to apply.
Children’s Worship Volunteer Training
Seeking helpers, greeters, and storytellers interested in joining the more than
30 dedicated leaders beginning in September. Contact childrensworship@acparis.org
It's never too early to start training!!

Worship and Music
Anna Zweede and Tara Tranguch

Worshipping Together This Easter
by Tara Tranguch

As Lent concludes with Holy Week, and we look forward to the joy of Easter Sunday, this is a
wonderful time for us to spend worshiping the Lord. Last autumn I attended Worship Central,
which was a weekend full of learning, prayer and worship. During that weekend, for the first
time, I reflected on what worship is. To worship is to have an encounter with God. And each
time we encounter God, there is enormous possibility for change and transformation: to change
ourselves, to change the world, to help bring the changes that are required to further establish
God’s Kingdom on Earth. What amazing power worship has!
During Holy Week ACP will offer daily, special services, so we can worship together as we follow
Jesus from joyful Palm Sunday when He enters Jerusalem as the rightful King, through Good
Friday, when He dies for our sins, to His glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Monday - Wednesday, worship service will be the Holden Evening Prayer, a form of traditional
Vespers, so named because it was written in the town of Holden, Washington, in the USA, by
liturgical composer Marty Haugen.
Maundy Thursday, also known as Holy Thursday, commemorates the Last Supper of Jesus
Christ with his apostles. Service will be coordinated by the Young Adults and will include communion.
Good Friday, worship will be the Tenebrae service. Tenebrae means “shadows” in Latin, and
this darker service enables us to remember Jesus’s last moments as we walk into Calvary with
Him.
On Easter Sunday there will be four services to celebrate Jesus’s conquering of death. There will
be a sunrise service on the Quai, that will also be blessed with a baptism. Traditional celebrations of Easter with a special musical arrangement of handbells, trumpets, and choirs will be
9h00 and 11h00. The Contemporary celebration of Easter at 13h30 will be an arrangement of
contemporary Christian music. And whichever service (or services!) you choose to worship at,
plan on coming to the Easter breakfast upstairs on the second floor in the Thurber Room at
08h00, so we can share the joy of our celebration together as a community.
Over Holy Week and Easter Sunday we have the amazing opportunity to experience a variety of
types of worship. Each service has the power to bring us into the presence of God, and the different forms of worship enable us to celebrate the diversity of God’s creation and
of
God Himself, helping us to discover more about Him and to explore new areas of
our always developing relationship with Him.
Jesus tells us “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I
among them.” (Matthew 18:20) Worshipping together as brothers and sisters in Christ prompts the angels to sing as we bring glory to God. May you
discover God anew during our worship together this Holy Week and Easter
Sunday.

Mission Outreach
Kristie Worrel and Anne Mildred
The MOC focus for 2012 is to remain committed to God’s work in mission – feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, aiding the poor, parenting the orphans, caring for the widows
and elderly, providing restoration and reform for the prisoners, giving medicinal care for
the sick, assisting the refugees, encouraging the downhearted, mentoring the young…..

Mission Trips
April 14-22 Habitat for Humanity has a team of 10 Young Adults (18-30 yrs) traveling to
Cluj, Romania to work on a home building project.
April 19-May 25 Carolyn Bouazzouni will be visiting The Living Truth Foundation’s
expanding prison ministry in Ghana. We are currently looking for a source for 4000 English
Bibles for this growing program. She will then travel on to Uganda to visit Patti Lafage at the
Rafiki Village where Patti has recently become a missionary in charge of education.
July 8-22 Pastor Dan and the Youth Group (a team of ten, 15-18 yrs.) will be traveling to
Gabon to do mission work there with the organization Envision.
July-August Habitat for Humanity will be leading a second team back to Cluj, Romania to
continue work on the home being built there for a family in need.

Events and Fundraising
Concerts: 12 April will be the annual Rotary Club Concert to benefit Habitat for Humanity. Also, 19 May will be a charity concert to benefit our global ministries.
Theater: An American Gospel Musical entitled “SOULZ” will be performed on 2 June
(a change from its original April date) with a reception immediately following. The benefits of
this event will go to support The Living Truth Foundation.
Cookie Sales & Café Music Night: are currently being organized by the Youth to raise
proceeds for their trips. Any baking volunteers?
Community Awareness: Arlene Gross is working to organize an evening presentation this
spring for FAIR TRADE – a movement to counter the child and slave labor in business.

Marché de Noel: Organizing begins for the Christmas market on Saturday, 17 Nov.

Refugee Ministry Crisis Intervention
Progress continues in our work to develop better venues to give assistance to the refugees and
those in need within our own Paris community who come to the ACP seeking council and aid.
We are growing our involvement and relationship with the Foyer de Grenelle in this regard. Its
direct connection and network with organizations such as Cimade, Arc75, Secours Catholique,
CAF, Femmes Egalité and Dom’Asile has already been a source of great help to several of our
own ACP members in need.
Friday Mission Lunch Program: Planning and preparations are still underway for the
FML program’s move from the American Cathedral site to the ACP in the upcoming months.
For the time being the program continues to be held at the Cathedral.

Keeping up with Patti!
At Rafiki Village in Uganda
Late last September, Patti Lafage flew to Uganda to join the Rafiki Village.
Rafiki, built in 2003, is now home to 102 resident orphans plus 72 local children who
attend the pre-primary, primary, junior and senior secondary schools. Patti, who sang in the ACP
Choir, says the Lord has truly been at work, moving friends, family, churches, and even some people she
did not know personally to support her for this mission.
On these pages, Patti shares stories of “how God has been working to
help her contribute to His transforming love in Africa."

To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, to receive instruction in
wise dealing in righteousness, justice and equity… Proverbs 1: 2-3
Schools and Schools by Patti Lafage
In 1997, the government of Uganda introduced free primary
education for all children in the country. Enrollment achieved
90%, growing from about 2.5 million to 7.5 million, in two
years. Today, half the population of Uganda (34.6 million total)
is under the age of 14.
Government schools where more than 100 students packed into one classroom, sitting on the
cement or dirt floor with no desks, no reading and writing materials, and led by one teacher, is
common place parts of Uganda, particularly in rural areas such as ours. One city primary school
has an enrollment of approximately 2,598 students in 17 classrooms, sharing 29 teachers.
About 75 children at a government junior primary school near our Village can be seen on sunny
days gathered outside their dilapidated school building in the shade of a large mango tree. Those
in the center near the teacher, who has a small chalkboard, seem to be paying attention while
those in the outer circle are standing, moving about, watching the cars go by.
Consider the stark contrast of these schools to the Rafiki Foundation School. Our 14 classrooms are built and
furnished for 20 students, and we never go beyond that
number. Each class is taught by a “class teacher” for
general subjects and up to five specialized teachers for
science, language arts, social studies, art, music, Christian Education (required government curriculum) and
Bible, a total of 25 teachers for 160 students. The Rafiki curriculum is based on Classical education with an integrated Biblical worldview. Our children not only memorize and reproduce facts
but also learn to imitate master literary examples, then develop their own creativity and thinking. Full sets of textbooks and school supplies, including science, art and music materials, are
provided. Each upper primary and secondary student enjoys an individual copy of the 8 to 10
literary works they read and study each year. Over 3000 books are available to all in the library.
In the classroom, each child has a chance to ask and answer questions throughout the day. Their
written work is individually reviewed and corrected.
The sight of 160 children with their teachers beginning each day with flag raising, the national
anthem, prayers and a hymn is surely a gift from God, made possible by Rafiki donors and sponsors. To God be the glory!

Beeman in Bujumbura
with World Relief Burundi
In February, Michael Beeman moved to Bujumbura, Burundi as a volunteer with World Relief Burundi. During the previous two years, Michael
was a member of Young Adults at ACP and an active participant in Thurber Thursdays when not at class. Michael is spending 6 months with
World Relief, a Christian organization working with the local church to
empower the most vulnerable. In Burundi, World Relief empowers church
leaders, supports the health system, and rebuilds the lives of refugees. Michael shares here how the global church is transforming lives of the most
vulnerable—not to mention how it is teaching him a thing or two.

Amahoro by Michael Beeman
Grace and peace from beautiful Bujumbura! It is hard to believe that it has been five months
since I was with you worshiping at ACP. I miss the fellowship and the love that pours through
the doors there. Indeed, it is a blessing to be able to remain in touch—to share how the ACP
candle ones receive as they are leaving, shines in different places. My journey has brought me to
the Great Lakes region of Africa, where I can confidently say that the Church is strong and vast.
For the next 3 or so months, I will do my best to support World Relief and the local Church to
develop ways to transform the lives of many families suffering in poverty. Through the Church,
we are seeking to transform lives by Word and Deed. With pastors in southern Burundi, World
Relief discusses the Kingdom of God, and how His Kingdom exists in Burundi. Nearby, World
Relief lifts returned refugees out of transience by supporting construction of homes and
developing more fruitful farms. A few hours north, families and their neighbors are receiving
health education, and reducing cases of malaria and malnutrition. Lives are being transformed.
Nonetheless, recurring problems hinder the peace, or mahoro, the Church seeks. Burundi has
indeed distanced itself from the days when war ravaged the country. Yet in its wake, poverty and
corruption persist. Transparency International lists Burundi as one of the most corrupt countries in the world. And Burundi ranks as the 3rd least developed country in the world behind the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Niger, according to the Human Development Index. The
damage is clear and the Church is not exempt.
In the face of real challenges, the one holy catholic church in which we profess is integral. The
church in Paris, the church in Philadelphia, the church everywhere acts as an instrument of
God’s “Kingdom come” and as an instrument of the reconciliation with God through Christ,
which we celebrate Easter Sunday. I am thankful to be one in this process, but my impact is a
very small drop compared to the downpour the Church can bring. So, we pray “let it rain”—that
God will “come like the rain” and use us in the process, both in France and Burundi.
In upcoming Spires, I look forward to sharing my experience. I will also try to stay connected
more frequently. Take a look at my blog at morethanatrip.wordpress.com
(Username: ACParis2012, Password: Beacon123) or shoot me an email at beeman.michael@gmail.com.
In the meantime, please pray literally for more rain, for safe travels for staff traveling from
Baltimore, for security, and for wisdom for the Burundi government, in their process of
reconciliation.

From our ACP Writers Group ~ Writer’s Corner
Sustainability and Christianity: The Power of Prayer
“I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.” Psalm 17:6 [NIV]
When Adam and Eve lived in the garden, human relationships with God, with each other, and
with creation were in balance. However, since then the world has been going progressively out of
balance. That imbalance is scary. After watching the international evening news that features
famine, war, political corruption, extreme weather events, and depths of human poverty and suffering, many of us feel hugely concerned and helpless to bring about change. Fortunately, the depressing television images fade thanks to the resilience of the human spirit—a gift from God.
Nevertheless, those images accumulate in the archives of our mind, and we know something is
fundamentally wrong in our world.
What can we do? Or what as an individual can I do? I am one of 7 billion people on this planet.
My sphere of influence is small, the problems are immense, and the barriers to solutions are
high. What can I—or you—do to make the world better with only our own personal resources?
The Good News is we can do amazing things.
We Christians have a very powerful way of restoring the balance—restoring the environment, social justice, and economic equity. It takes only a small amount of time daily and produces amazing results. It may sound too good to be true, like a fad diet that promises to melt away the extra
pounds. But it has been proven effective.
What is it? Prayer. Prayer is not the same as worrying or being concerned about something.
Prayer is a conversation with God—speaking and listening.
I have many friends and colleagues, who are concerned about global climate change and the havoc it is causing and will cause for the Earth’s inhabitants. Today, extreme weather events are
more common and forceful. Sea levels are rising and climatic zones are shifting. Small island nations (e.g., beautiful vacation spots like the Caribbean and Pacific Islands) and coastal countries
are the first to feel the change. Vietnam, with its miles of coastline, and low-lying Bangladesh are
particularly vulnerable. But islands and coastal countries are not the only places hit by climate
change. Drought-prone places like Ethiopia are even drier, causing crop failures and hunger. In
general, it is the poor amongst us who will be the hardest hit by climate change because they
have fewer resources to be resilient.
For many of us living in North America or Western Europe, climate change is an inconvenience. I
may have to pay higher utility bills to cool my home during a warmer than average summer, but
climate change is not a life-changing event for me . . . yet. I pray that it won’t be.
I know that I am guilty of exacerbating global warming. For years, I commuted about 25 miles to
Knoxville for my job. I logged thousands of miles; I estimate 10,000 per year. That means I released about three tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere annually. It’s a hugely ironic fact
given that I was an environmental educator.
From listening to the Dean of the Faculty of Education of Maldives College of Higher Education, I learned that adolescents
and youth are angry with people like me in the North, who are
ending their way of life. Salt-water intrusion caused by sea-level
rise is killing the palms and changing their way of life. Frankly,
they have every right to be angry with me.

~Continued ~

Scientists, who model possible planetary response to global warming, have some scary predictions. Among them is the release of clathrates from the ocean floor or permafrost areas, and
bogs. Clathrates are methane, which are 24 times more potent a greenhouse gas than carbon
dioxide. The sudden release of the clathrates (called a burp) would cause run-away global
warming accompanied by massive species die-off—thereby ending life, as we know it. That
eventuality scares me. In response, I pray. The scriptures repeatedly state that God answers
prayers. (Luke 11:9-13)
So why aren’t more people praying to reduce climate change? Bill Hybels in his book Too Busy
Not to Pray wrote that in his career as a minister no one had asked him to pray for a country.
Perhaps, that was indicative of the time of publication, 1998. At present, our congregation has a
weekly prayer for God’s global vision of compassion, justice and peace, and we are currently
praying for Syria. Additionally, we all should be asking for prayers for the Maldives and Tuvalu
as well as other small island states that are the first to suffer from global climate change. I am
not sure why it is that many of us pray individually for the health and wellbeing of family and
friends, but don’t pray for the big challenges that confront our planet, especially when prayer is
known to be effective.
Some who pray daily keep a prayer journal recording when they start to pray for someone or
something. They also note when their prayer were answered. All note that there is an answer to
their prayers.
After reading Robert Benson’s book In Constant Prayer, I started praying the Daily Office from
The Book of Common Prayer of the Episcopal Church. Although there are collects for Friday,
Saturday, Sunday, renewal of life, peace, grace, and guidance, there is not one for global climate
change. Here is my prayer to avert the dire consequences of climate change. By the way, according to several international agencies climate change is the biggest threat to global sustainability
at this point in time.
Oh God, hear our prayer. We are concerned for the preservation of your glorious creation. Through our ignorance, greed, and self-centeredness we jeopardize our own future and that of our children and grandchildren. We beseech you to work through us
and through others to prevent further global climate change and all of the environmental destruction, human suffering, and economic hardship that accompany it. Help us to
develop the individual, social, and political will to address this immense challenge.
Lord, the predictions for the future of life on our planet scare us and we feel helpless to
stop what we and generations before us started. We pray trusting that you will do for
us, and for all of your creation, far more than we can imagine or pray for. Amen
Those of us who worry about climate change and the potential, awful, effects around the world,
we can remember Psalms 94:19 - When many cares fill my mind, your consolations cheer my
soul. [NIV]
The next time you think of and worry about climate change or another global challenge, PRAY!
Grace, blessings, peace, and joy,
Roz Ice
© 2012 Roz Ice
References: Benson, Robert. (2008). In Constant Prayer. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
Hybels, Bill. (1998). Too Busy Not to Pray. Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press.
Carbon Footprint Calculator: http://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx
Footprints Newsletter #3. December 2006. http://www.planetextinction.com/Newsletter/footprints_3_Dec06.html
The Clathrate Smoking Gun http://www.planetextinction.com/planet_extinction_clathrates.htm

This essay was written with support from the ACP Writer’s Group,
which meets the second Saturday of the month from 14h to 17h in room G2.

Getting to Know YOU!
Ilinca Mreana
ACP Administrative Assistant
by Pam Leavy

She answers our calls with a friendly smile, handles her post, lends a caring
ear to the bereaved and hurting, serves the pastors, juggles her duties with
the greatest of care, and attends classes to attain a BEP MSA in Administration. This is our Illinca Mreana, the first face of the ACP office.
Ilinca has been an ACP attendee since 2007. After graduating from Bucharest University,
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in Theology and Foreign Languages, she joined her
family, who had already moved here for her father’s job. “It was difficult in the beginning adjusting to Parisian life, but God’s amazing plan and the support of my family and friends, has
helped me through those times. Since then, God has directed my steps to different communities of faith from which I learned that He is calling me into ministry in Paris. It's been six
years now, and I do not regret one moment for choosing to live in this beautiful city.”
As secretary of the American Church, Ilinca calls it an honor and privilege to be part of the
church administration, supporting the staff and the pastors. She says, “I would like to express my gratitude to God which helps me grow, understand who I am and what I am called
to do.” Since my first day of working at ACP, she has had this short statement on her desk as
a reminder of what today's church secretaries do, and how important their role, in which she
says she can really relate!
Today’s church secretary is:


A computer specialist.



A public relations agent—dispensing information with ease and courtesy.



An inventory analyst and purchasing agent.



A writer, editor, and publisher of newsletters, fliers, and brochures.



A file administrator.



An administrative assistant—coordinating calendars, schedules, and appointments.



An office machines operator (computers, calculators, copy machines, phone systems,
dictating equipment, collators, folding machines, and postage meters).

In typical Ilinca style, she takes no glory for herself, but instead thanks the ACP staff for their
roles in her life and in her job. She gives a special thanks to the senior pastor, Scott Herr, all
the other pastors, here now, and from the past, as well as office staff for their support and
welcome guidance.
She also gives hearty thanks to the receptionists, and to Amath, our head of security, who she
says makes her life much easier by screening the people who come through the double doors,
and making everything run smoothly outside the office areas.
So, if you see Ilinca around the office, at the 13h30 service, with the Young Adult Group, or
perhaps coordinating guests, weddings, or events, please stop and give her a Thank You for
all she does behind the scenes, all while having a big smile and helpful and positive attitude!

Deb Smidt
ACP Member and Chef
by An Tapere

Planning a lonely Thursday evening at home in front of your television? Get
out and come to one of the weekly Thurber Thursday events! You will enjoy an interesting lecture
and a fabulous dinner (for a very reasonable 5€ donation!) most likely prepared by the ACP’s very
own Cordon Bleu Chef, Ms. Deb Smidt.
It all started when Deb’s husband was relocated to Paris four years ago. She saw it as an excellent opportunity to give up her finance job at Chrysler. At the time, she was working 80 plus
hours a week and felt the need to spend more time with her family as well as to get more involved
in community service.
As soon as she got to know about the American Church of Paris, she immediately offered her services, and started to volunteer with the Women of the American Church and the Bloom Where
You’re Planted Program. She hosted monthly coffees at her apartment, but she still felt she needed to do more, so when she was asked to cook a meal for an up-coming lecture held in the Thurber room, the idea of having a meal before all the Thurber Thursday events was born. After some
growing pains, those weekly events are today one of the most appreciated activities at ACP.
Whenever Deb is not at Church, you will probably find her at a market or behind a stove. She not only has a passion for cooking and
baking, but is a true talent. Indeed, she was recently awarded the
title of Chef by Cordon Bleu, one of the most prestigious French
cooking schools. She graduated, second in her class, an intensive
one-year cuisine program that gives her knowledge of the French
regional cuisine, as well as her ability to develop her own recipes.
Her favorite mandatory exercise is to prepare a dinner without a
recipe but with a basket full of ingredients. What could be considered as a pretty intimidating exercise for many was nothing but another exciting challenge for Deb!
Sadly for us, Deb is not planning on opening a restaurant here in Paris, because she and her husband are planning on going back to Detroit in May. She will miss the open markets, the fresh
seafood and her Parisian friends, and cooking for the ACP community, but she is also longing to
see her only daughter more often, and spend time with her family. In the time she has lived in
Europe, (she has also lived in Germany), she has gained a real appreciation of life here, which is
much different than when she was here as a tourist, and she very much enjoys being in the center
of the city, enabling her to benefit fully of its cultural life.
It is my hope that you have had a chance to be a part of the events that Deb has been a part of.
Hopefully, you have gotten to know her personally, and also to experience her gifts. Preparing
and serving God’s provisions to us in such a beautiful way has not just been her way of being in
service, but a real blessing to all that have been touched and fed by her amazing talent and her
humble and sweet nature. We will all miss you, Chef Deb Smidt. Yes, indeed, we will.

Easter Weekend Service Festivities!
Could you help in decorating and set up on Sat, 7 April,
at 16h00 for our Congregation Breakfast?
We also need help with the breakfast clean up crew, starting at 11h00!
Contact Camilla Macfarlane at communitylife@acparis.org

If you missed the first workshop, here it is again!

Spiritual Gifts Workshop
Now concerning Spiritual Gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be uninformed.
(I Corinthians 12:1)
If every Christian properly understood his or her Spiritual Gift,
it would not only motivate him or her to greater commitment and service,
it would also bring a new excitement to the Body of Christ.

If you want to learn about and understand your Spiritual Gift,

Rev. Dr. Glen Thorp
will be leading this workshop on the
Thursday, 19 and 26 April, 20h00—21h300, in the Thurber Room.
Bring a sack dinner! Drinks and cookies will be provided.
For more information or to indicate your interest contact Glen at
associatepastor@acparis.org

From our Prayer Chain Team
Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?
If so, please forward your prayer, by E-mail to Kerry Lieury at kerry.lieury@gmail.com.
Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.
Prayer is powerful. We are here for you.
James 5:13-16 (NIV)
Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them
sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the
church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And
the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise
them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your
sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
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Youth and Young Adult
Activities
by Lisa Prevett

Young Adult Events for April (18-30yrs)
Tuesday 3

19h30

ACP Holden Prayer Service

Thursday 5

20h00

Maundy Thursday Service led by Young Adults

Friday 6

TBA

Good Friday Service

Tuesday 11, 25

18h00/19h00

Pizza Night (Thurber Room)

April15-22

Habitat for Humanity trip to Cluj, Romania

Tuesday 18

No Bible Study this week

Come and join us every Tuesday for either Bible Study, where we will be discussing
‘The Teaching of the Twelve’, or Pizza Night, as we share fellowship and conversation.
For Pizza Night come at 18h00 to help cook and from 19h00 for dinner and fellowship.

Youth Events (13-18yrs)
Sunday 1

15h00-17h30
17h30

Sunday 8

‘Journey to the Cross’
Africa Mission Team (meeting in the Catacombs)
No Youth Group this week

Sunday 15

15h00-17h30

Sunday 22

15h00-17h30

‘If there is only one God,
why are there so many religions?’
‘What if my friends aren’t Christians?’

Saturday 29

15h00-17h30

‘Did God create the devil?’

Youth Group meets on Sundays from 15h00-17h30 for fun, fellowship and bible study in the Catacombs.
Please feel free to bring friends along – they are always welcome at ACP events!

Youth Worship (11-13yrs)
We meet each Sunday during the 11h00 worship service in the Youth Catacombs.
Follow the cross during the service to gather in the theater.

Sunday 1:
Sunday 8-29:

Jesus comes back to life.
Due to the holidays, there is no Youth Worship –
families are encouraged to worship together at the 11h00 service.

Contact Rev. Dan Haugh (youthpastor@acparis.org) for more information about
Youth and Young Adult events. You can also follow us on Twitter (www.twitter.com/danhaugh)
or connect on Facebook (www.facebook.com/haugh.dan)

From Leaders, Life and Purpose
Grappling with Issues of the Day from the Context of Faith
13 April, 2012
Leaders, Life & Purpose is about grappling with issues of our day from the context of faith.
Participants join us for an address, and thought-provoking
and dynamic discussions over a meal.

Kenneth MacKenzie, has been a purposeful follower of Christ since a young age. A very
recent widower after 37 years with his lovely wife, and a legacy of five children and 12 grandchildren, Kenneth has personally grappled with the questions of living well and ending
strong. I benefited from receiving Kenneth’s regular e-mails during the last weeks of his
wife’s time on earth. They lived in such expectation of her going home, pointing us to God’s
promises of our eternal dwelling. Her passing was both glorious and acute.
Through Kenneth, we get to appreciate two perspectives on making life meaningful in the 21 st
century. Over lunch on 13 April, he’ll share thoughts on:
“Dying Well—Reflections on Life and the End Game”
Which center around Kenneth’s experience, as a life pilgrim, as a recent widower, and as a
professional in the elderly care market.
Additionally, Over dinner on 13 April —at the foot of the Sacré Coeur— Kenneth will lead us
in discussing John Bunyan’s classic The Pilgrim’s Progress. “Do you wonder that you’re going fast, but where?” John Bunyan recounts a dream whereby Christian, laden with a burden, asks himself that question...and realizes he’s headed for the City of Destruction!
“Making Life’s Journey Meaningful in the 21st Century:
Learning from a Pilgrim.”

Bunyan tells of Christian’s spiritual journey, the characters he meets--Worldly Wise Man,
Timorous, Pliable, Hopeful—and the steps along his journey. Interestingly enough, it’s early
on in his journeying that Christian comes to the cross on Mount Calvary. His greatest challenges—passing the Valley of Humiliation, escape
from the Giant of Despair, evasion from the City of
Vanity—occur once he is free!
We look forward to thought-provoking and dynamic
discussions and hope you can join us.
Please contact Denise Dampierre with questions or
for tickets.
Lunch is at Le Bistrot du Palais Bourbon 34, rue de
Bourgogne 75007 Paris, and the cost will be 35€.
Dinner will be held at Le Clocher de Montmartre 10
rue Lamarck 75018 Paris and the cost is 50€.
(Participants will receive a copy of The Pilgrim’s Progress reading beforehand.)

Opportunities for Personal Growth and Outreach
ACP Bible Studies and Discussion Groups
ACP SUNDAY SERMON BIBLE STUDY: Sunday morning after the 9h00 service in G2.
Contact Kristie Worrel for further information at missionoutreach@acparis.org
ACP TUESDAY WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY meets from 10h30 to 12h30 in the catacombs.
All are welcome to this warm and diverse group. We are currently studying Thessalonians I and
II: Be Ready- Living in Light of God’s Return. If you have small children, the church nursery is
available for a nominal fee. Please let us know if you'd be interested so we can ensure that we
have the proper number of childcare givers. We will continue meeting over the April school
holidays but will break over 1 May and 8 May.
ACP LENTEN STUDIES: A Hole in Our Gospel by Rich Stearns, President of World Vision.
Through mid-April. Contact Camilla Macfarlane for a list of times and days groups meet.
ACP BIBLE STUDY: Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense by N. T. Wright. Have
you ever wondered why humans in all places and times have yearned for beauty, truth,
spirituality, and justice? Bishop Wright contends that it is because we hear the echoes of
God's voice -- the same God who created the world, is known through the children of Israel
and Jesus Christ, and who is at work in the world through the Holy Spirit. Connecting to this
God through worship, prayer, scripture and the church leads to life that is full and abundant.
ACP MEN: Come for coffee, conversation, prayer and fellowship. Any men interested in further
information, address and door codes, or in being added to our e-mail list, should contact Ed
Hyslip.
ACP WORK AND FAITH GROUP: Christian professionals who seek to integrate their
personal profession of faith with their public vocation. For more information contact Pascal
Berger.
MOMS IN TOUCH PRAYER GROUP: Would you like to join with other moms as we lift up
our cares and concerns for our children and their schools to our loving Father? Experience the
joy of replacing anxiety with peace and hope when we pray scripture together. Moms in Touch
groups are in 120 countries and now English language groups are forming in Paris. Contact
Caroline at MomsInTouchParis@gmail.com.
BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP (BSF INTERNATIONAL)
What a great way to discover the gift of God’s Word through
BSF’s interdenominational and international Bible
studies! The Paris class brings together 50 or so women for
in-depth Bible study every Monday evenings from 19h00
to 20h50. Contact Thelma Fuchs.

Opportunities for Personal Growth and Outreach
ACP and Other Fun Activities
ACP MULTICULTURAL COUPLES POTLUCK EVENING: You are warmly invited to join
us. This evening is guaranteed to be filled with fun and laughter. Bring a dish to share on 6 April
at 20h00 in the Thurber Room.
THE KNITTING GROUP welcomes newcomers and experts, and others in between. Some of
us are knitting for Mission Outreach, and some for ourselves and our families. This month, some
of us will be making an afghan together – anyone can join in! We can guide you to Paris knit
shops, patterns, online resources, local knitting events and more. Drop in and bring a friend!
Monday at 17h00.
WOMEN’S RUNNING TEAM: If you are interested in being part of the ACP running team
(men and women are welcome) please contact Kim at woac_president@yahoo.com. We will be
running La Parisienne in September. Those interested in running this race should register at the
La Parisienne website. For those who don't have the ACP running shirt, more will be available
before the race.
MOVIE DISCUSSION GROUP: The movie group's choices for April are Julie Delpy's, 2 Days
in New York, Federico Veiroj's, La vida util, Jason Reitman's Young Adult and Simon Curtis's
My Week with Marilyn. See any or all in the cinema at your convenience, then join the group for
discussion on Thursday, 12 April at 21h30 in basement room G2.
ACP WRITERS GROUP meets the second Saturday of the month from 14h00 – 17h00 in room
G2. Contact Rosalyn McKeown.

ACP Volunteering and Outreach
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP: We could use one hour of your time twice a month at the 13h30
service. Contact Jeanette Laugier at childrensworship@acparis.org
GREETING AND USHERING: We are seeking new members for the Contemporary
Service. Can you contribute, once a month for example? If you are interested in knowing more,
please let Anna Zweede at musicandworship@acparis.org
FRIDAY MISSION LUNCH: Every Friday, the Mission Lunch Program provides a free,
cooked lunch at the host church (American Cathedral, 23 Avenue George V, Paris 8e) to those in
need. ACP organizes the lunch on the second Friday of each month, but volunteers are needed
every week for cooking, serving and cleaning-up. Contact: Kristie at missionoutreach@paris.org
FOYER DE GRENELLE has an urgent need for babysitters Mondays or Thursdays,
1400h—16h00. Please Contact Anne Mildred at missionoutreach@acparis.org
EASTER SET UP AND CLEAN -UP CREW FOR BOTH SATURDAY AND SUNDAY:
Looking for people to help set up tables and chairs, set up dining room and help with the dishes.
Please contact Camilla Macfarlane at communitylife@acparis.org

The Atelier Concert Series
Presents
1 April at 17h00
Shakespeare, Nightingales and Larks
Patricia PRUNTY, Soprano
Michael SCHUTZE, Piano
Works by:
Schubert, Brahms, Debussy, Chabrier,
Korngold, Lalo, Pasatieri & Warlock

15 April at 17h00
Raj BHIMANI, Piano
Sonata in C Minor, Op. 13 (Pathétique),
Ludwig van Beethoven
Piano Pieces, Op. 119 (1892), Johannes Brahms
Three Preludes for Piano (2008), Thérèse Brenet
Miroirs (1905), Maurice Ravel

22 April at 17h00
Junghwa LEE, Piano
Nocturne No. 1 in E-flat minor, Op. 33, No. 1, Gabriel Fauré
Kreisleriana, Op. 16, Robert Schumann
Global Warning (2007) (Paris premiere), Frank Stemper
Le Tombeau de Couperin, Maurice Ravel

29 April at 17h00
Isabelle DURIN, Violin
Michaël ERTZSCHEID, Piano
Works by:
Mozart, Gershwin, Bernstein, Halphen, Saint-Saens.

Free entrance and free-will offering for all Atelier Series Concerts

“ACP Today, the American Church in Paris”
Have you tuned into ACP Today, the American Church in Paris’ radio show yet? The shows
are broadcast the first and third Mondays of each month at 20h45. The 45-minute program
is an exciting and inspiring mix of music, interviews, sermon highlights and discussion on
hot topics.
Tune to 100.7 FM on the radio dial, Radio Fréquence Protestante, and let friends know who
may be housebound, or who would simply like more devotional time on a Monday evening,
for ACP Today, Faith Talk from Paris! Past shows are available on the ACP website, too!
If you have any questions or comments, be sure to contact us at acptoday@acparis.org.

Are you an American?
Make your voice heard in 2012!
15 April, 2012, 12h15
in the Theater at Coffee Hour
A voting assistance team will be at the welcome desk after the 11h00 service to
assist people in registering to vote in their home state and obtaining
an absentee ballot for this year's elections.
Recent changes in the law make it necessary for Americans living abroad to
request an absentee ballot each election year,
even if you have received them from your state automatically in the past.
Take the time to do this before the deadline, which varies by state.
Pass the word on to your friends and family.
This team will be holding future voting assistance sessions as well,
and announcements will be made in advance.

Upcoming Events! Mark Your Calendars!
~ Women’s Ministries Presents ~
Women’s Sunday
Gathering
27 May 2012 10h00 - 10h50
Library on 2nd floor
of Church House

This will be a time of fellowship,
and to meet other women of ACP.
We will be discussing
Enuma Okoro's
first book, the spiritual memoir,
Reluctant Pilgrim: A Moody Somewhat Self-Indulgent Introvert's
Search for Spiritual Community (Fresh Air Books, 2010).
You may order your copy on-line or purchase it along with a guide book to compliment your
reading at the ACP Book Table during coffee fellowship.
This book was a winning finalist in the 2010 USA Best Books Award and received the
2011 National Indie Excellent Book Awards, winning finalist in
“Spirituality and African-American Non-Fiction.”

Annual Women’s Retreat
Saturday, 2 June 2012 9h30 - 15h00
(In the Thurber Room)
Our guest speaker will be Enuma Okoro, award-winning
author and widely sought-after speaker. A NigerianAmerican living in the African diaspora, Okoro was born on
6 February, 1973 in New York City to Imo parents, Vincent
and Enuma Okoro. Though her family is from Imo State in
Southern Nigeria, Okoro identifies as a global citizen who
was raised in the USA, England, Nigeria and Côte d’Ivoire.
Her writing, speaking and teaching interests intersect spirituality, cultural anthropology,
women’s studies, race relations, and the visual and literary arts. Okoro receives invitations to
speak and teach at colleges, universities, religious institutions, and conferences across the
United States, Europe and Australia.
Please watch for further details on this Women's Event and
how you can register to participate!

Celebrate Mother’s Day at ACP!

Mother’s Day
Pancake Breakfast!
Sunday, 13 May
9h30—11h00

Men—
We will need your help in serving!
Sign up with Camilla
At communitylife@acparis.com

Flowers for the moms,
and all who want to honor
the nurturers among us!

The ACP Bronze Ringers Perform
in the United Kingdom
by Fred Gramann
Having received an invitation to perform in the UK on 17 March,
The Bronze Ringers caught the 18h03 Friday evening Eurostar
from the Gare du Nord and chugged off into the sunset, with a
game of travel scrabble in hand. Our load was light as the host
choir supplied all the handbell equipment for us!
Friday evening we got installed in our hotel rooms and then ventured forth in the town of Camberley to forage for pizza. After a restful night and a hardy English breakfast, Saturday morning
was reserved for strolling, shopping and tasting our way around the town. Ah, those scones and
clotted cream hit the spot.
At 16h30 we joined our host choir at Holy Cross Church to set up and rehearse. The modern
church had just the right acoustics and ample space for the two sets of bell tables. Before the
concert we were treated to high tea with delicious sandwiches galore. The concert began at
21h30, beginning with a variety of pieces by the Rowland Ringers. They were followed by the
“Better Than Chocolate Singers”, a women’s chorus which encouraged us to “Sing hallelujah,
come on, get happy!” The intermission featured high tea for the entire audience, which included beautifully decorated cakes. Then the Bronze Ringers performed eight pieces, followed by a
joint piece with the two hand-bell
choirs ringing together.
On Sunday morning we left the suburbs for London, taking time to learn
to salsa on the quai while waiting for
the train. Once in town some did the
tourist sites, some did museums,
some shopped, but most met up at St.
Paul’s Cathedral to go up in the bell
tower for a special visit. They experienced the change
ringers work the twelve huge bells, which was truly a
unique sight to behold.
Then it was back to the Eurostar for the journey home. It
was a great musical experience for the choir as well as a
time for team building. We hope it will the first of many
such trips to share our love for hand-bell ringing!

ACP Café’s Habitat Concert featuring jazz vocalist Alexia
Rabé, and Still Point, was a fun and profitable! Donations are
going to support their upcoming trip to Romania this month!

ACP Choir Concert with
Orchestra, 24 March
Conducted by Franck Chastrusse,
with Carl Wiltse present to hear
the Requeim Mass he composed
for his parents.
Also, the Gounod Mass was performed, with Thomas Macfarlane
among the soloists.
Tour of Jewish Paris
On Sunday, 25 March, the ACP
Council was treated to a tour
conducted by our friend, Rabbi Tom
Cohen, of synagogue Kehilat
Gesher..
The tour was extremely interesting,
and we all learned something, not
only about Jewish culture and history, but also how our Christian
roots have been influenced. Rabbi
Cohen pointed out how one can see
these influences even on the façade
of Notre Dame!

We visited a memorial,
where Christians and others
are recognized for helping
their Jewish neighbors during the occupation.
We often saw the statement
“Do Not Forget”. It was explained that in Jewish culture, only the one(s) that
have been hurt have the right
to forgive, but for everyone
else it is important not to
forget.

Above: Rabbi Tom Cohen telling a good Jewish joke!
Below: Rabbi Tom Cohen explaining architecture and building materials

