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After 12 years in Paris,
Pastor Scott Herr and
family are hitting the
road for their next
adventure, in New
Canaan, Connecticut.
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Thoughts from

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr
Senior Pastor

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,
There are various ways to say “goodbye” in French. There
are expressions like À bientôt or À tout à l’heure. À plus
tard or À demain and À la prochaine. More informally,
you can say, Salut! Or Ciao! Or Je m’en vais or Je me
casse… But there is a time when it is appropriate to say
the more formal farewell of Adieu, which literally means
“to God.”
Adieu has a sense of finality, and while I hope to see you
again sooner than later, I think this is the most
appropriate way to say my farewell to you now. With the
transiency of our community, and the unpredictability of
life, it is possible I may never see you again, at least this
side of glory. That definitely feels final. And so my hope,
my prayer, is that whether or not we see one another
again, that in saying Adieu we will always remember to
turn to God.
Over the years, we have turned to God in weekly worship,
daily meetings, meals, hospital visits, baptisms,
memorials,
funerals,
wedding
services
or
counseling sessions. Thank
you for giving me the
privilege of serving as your
Senior Pastor these past 12
years. I thank God for your
patient partnership, for the
support of the American
Foreign Christian Union,
and for the love and grace
you all have shown me and
our family. Kim and I raised
our four children here and
they call Paris “home.” The
ACP will always be a part of
our global church family.
We have weathered all kinds of challenges together,
including global financial crises, the Charlie Hebdo
attacks, the Bataclan terrorist attacks, the burning of
Notre Dame, the Gilets Jaunes demonstrations, the
General Strikes of last year, and now the COVID-19
pandemic. Through it all, like the generations who have
gone before us, we have learned again and again that God

is faithful and that God has a plan to bless us and give us
a future with hope!
While we are not sure when the Rev. Odette LockwoodStewart and her husband Jim will come, we know they
will come once her visa is secured. As painful as it is to
say Adieu to you, it gives me peace to know Odette with
the pastoral team of Doug, Jodi, Victor, and Allison and
the gifted Council leadership team will guide you lovingly
through this next season of ministry.
In the coming weeks, months and years, I will turn to
God with a grateful heart when I remember and pray for
you. I will turn to God and find courage as I begin serving
as the Senior Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of
New Canaan, Connecticut. We hope that some of you
will come and visit us, and we hope to visit you again, as
is agreeable to your new Senior Pastor. For now, my
prayer is that you will love Odette and your new called
Senior Pastor in the same way that you have loved us.
Shakespeare coined the
phrase in Romeo and Juliet,
“Parting is such sweet
sorrow.” It’s what I am
feeling as I write this last
Spire article. So many
memories. We have gone
through so much together,
and the sorrow that we are
feeling as we say goodbye is
in direct proportion to the
love that we have for you and
the ACP church family. And
so we say Adieu, and pray
over you one last time that
great benediction from
Ephesians 3, “Now to God who by the power at work
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, to God be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.”
Grace and peace to you all, and Adieu.

In Christ,
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IT’S TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE
The Herrs’ final Sunday at ACP will be on the 19th of July.
While the church has started gathering again for worship services,
seating at that day’s service is limited as a safety precaution. But if you
would like to say farewell to the Herrs, farewell notes can be sent via
email to herrfarewell@gmail.com. The notes will be kept confidential
and will be compiled into an online scrapbook format and presented
to the Herrs. Please submit by noon on Thursday, 16 July.
We have also extended an invitation for the Herrs to return sometime
during the next year for a visit and proper party. This would be
dependent on the Covid developments as well as their schedules and
other commitments. If this can be managed, we will gather as one
large church family and celebrate TOGETHER.

Above all else, please keep the Herr family in your
prayers as they prepare for their move and get settled
in their new church community in New Canaan,
Connecticut.

Note from the editor
Pastor Scott swept in like a breath of fresh air in 2008, and gently but radically transformed
the American Church in Paris. He tweaked the church services with increased prayer, sung
Communion, and his warm, conversational yet profound and intellectually satisfying sermons.
He shared a deep appreciation for ACP’s heritage and history. And what a voice – each
Sunday morning I would pause halfway through “Glory be to the Father” just to hear him belt
out the end: “World without end.” Amen.
As a communications volunteer, I appreciated Pastor Scott’s approach to getting things done,
which was “Here’s the vision; if you need me, ask; thank you for your leadership; if you’re as
inspired as I am, please get on with it.” And we did. To name a few communications accomplishments initiated or encouraged by
Scott, we invested in a sparkling new website in 2010, dipped our toes into social media and developed ACP style guidelines and
logo in 2011, created the ACP Today radio show in 2012, and reshaped the Spire in 2013.
On a personal note, I always assumed we were related in some ancestral way, because my father’s family is also from Lancaster,
PA, and Scott looks and acts uncannily like my younger brother Mike. It made for a strange refocus for the first few months when
Scott started preaching. And while I got used to that, I have never taken for granted the blessings of Scott and Kim’s teamwork,
their quiet dedication and hard work, and the way they have inspired, strengthened, and grown the ACP within the congregation
and into the community. When the updated history of the ACP gets written, the legacy of Pastor Scott Herr will shine brightly.
– Alison Benney
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Journeys
by the Reverends Jodi and Doug Fondell
Associate Pastors
I remember back in March when we were closing the church
for a few weeks. So we thought. We never imagined that we
would not be gathered for Easter or for the final months of
Pastor Scott's ministry with us here at ACP. We also never
imagined that opening up might be even harder than closing
down. But COVID-19 has pushed us further than we
expected and created realities that have been hard to grapple

with. We know and respect that each person is on a separate
journey as we each try to understand how to live in a world
where this virus is ever-present. As a church, we are seeking
to be present for people in a variety of ways as we consider
what it means to continue to re-open the church building.

For now, it's important to keep in mind the following:

We are seeking to provide a meaningful in sanctuary worship experience for those desiring to come to an in-person
gathering. We are limited by protocols as to how many we can accommodate but are doing the best we can to continue
to provide space for those who want to come.
It is important for people who want to come to pre-register via the website or to call the church office to secure their
spot. This is part of the protocol we have to follow for contact tracing and ensures that we won't have to turn people
away on Sunday mornings.
We are not allowed to sing. We know this is a great heartache for us all but we believe it is the safest practice at this
time. We are listening to the collective wisdom on this and staying abreast of the latest news. In the meantime,
meaningful instrumental music is part of our in-sanctuary experience along with some soloists being able to sing
behind a plexiglass wall.
We will continue our online presence as we know that for the majority of our community, this is the most accessible
way to continue to worship with ACP.

In this digital and technological era, the
words live-streaming have often been on
people's lips. ACP is working at moving
in this direction but we have some
limitations that we are seeking to
conquer on the road to getting there.
Once we understand what we need in
order to provide a quality live-stream,
we will need a group of eager and
committed volunteers to help us execute
this new way of providing ministry to the
world outside of the sanctuary. If you
think you would like to be a part of a new
team that helps to manage these things,
please contact pastor Jodi at associatepastor@acparis.org.
In the meantime, our Wednesday zoom Bible study on
the Minor Prophets has been an excellent source of cyberfellowship and learning. In addition to the live-stream for
worship, we are looking into the best ways to host a
gathering where some would be present, but others zoom in
via technology! One of the benefits of the confinement was
discovering how people can meet and gather from their own
homes. Cyber connections can never fully replace our face to
face communication so finding ways to have a hybrid
gathering is desirous. While we don't yet know what we will
study in the autumn, our intention is to keep up with a Bible
Study of some kind. Stay tuned.
Planning for the autumn has been quite difficult given the
uncertainty of our times. Sadly, we have had to cancel the
autumn retreat as there was just no way to know what the

restrictions would be and we didn't want
to risk losing the deposit money. We are
hoping to plan a one day all church
retreat sometime this autumn that would
be held at ACP where we could have
better control over our protocols and
practices. Thurber lectures are also
something that we will seek provide as we
continue to understand our ability to
gather and fellowship. Again. Stay tuned!

Finally, we are planning to host an inperson Bloom Where You are
Planted event on 3 October (see
page 22). Michael Bahati is directing the
effort this year. It will look quite different than in years past
but we hope to have a great event that showcases ACP's
hospitality while welcoming newcomers to Paris.
There are many things that remain uncertain but we hold
fast to the words of Isaiah 40:8, The grass withers and the
flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever. God
holds our future in his hands and we can rest in that
providence and promise.
We are delighted to be serving as your Associate Pastors
even during this time of transition, change, and uncertainty.
We look forward to being able to be with you face to face
instead of only over zoom but we are so thankful for the
ways in which we've been able to connect during this time of
social distancing. May God continue to lead and guide us all
as we seek to be the church that God longs for us to be.
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Goodbye to Grant Mongin
Youth and Young Adult intern
“This is my first experience living abroad,
and my first experience working full-time in
a church, and I couldn’t have asked for a
better community to be a part of, with a lot
of wonderful people that I’m very privileged
to have met. Thank you so much for
everything that you’ve been for me
this year.“

Welcome Odette Lockwood-Stewart,
Interim Senior Pastor
by Marleigh White, Council Moderator
Six months ago, on a cold afternoon in January, the ACP
Interim Senior Pastor Search Committee met for the final
time to vote on the candidates to fill the Interim Senior
Pastor position, following Pastor Scott’s departure in July.
The search committee was comprised of seven ACP
members, selected with an effort to reflect the diversity of
our congregation. It included two members from the HR
Committee, Daniel Grout and Lela Losq, two members from
the Executive Committee, Kerry Lieury and myself, and
three members from the congregation at large, Teteh Atikpo,
Ashleigh Searle, and Savannah Saunders. Over the previous
month our committee had met four times, spending a great
deal of time in meetings and on our
own, reviewing the candidates provided
to us who had already been vetted by
AFCU.
In our last meeting we completed our
Zoom interviews of t he final
candidates, spent some moments in in
silence and prayer, and then held a
secret ballot. The result of that ballot
was a unanimous vote to nominate
the Reverend Odette LockwoodStewart as our Interim Senior Pastor.
Personally, it was an amazing
experience to be among brothers and
sisters and find that we all agreed with
complete clarity on the person best suited to lead our
congregation during this major transition. All of us
commented afterwards that we felt the presence of the Holy
Spirit with us and at work in the process. Soon thereafter our
nomination was presented to the ACP Council and again
unanimously approved.
Back in January the warm months of July seemed so very far
away, and a lot has happened since then, to say the least. But
now we are counting the days left to say farewell to our
beloved Pastor Scott, and then the weeks until the arrival of
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Pastor Odette. This past Tuesday, Odette and her husband
Jim were finally able to apply for their visas and are now
planning their upcoming move to Paris. Though all of us are
aware that this is an uncertain time, we hope and pray that
the visas will arrive soon, and expect that we will be able to
welcome Odette and Jim here in September.
You may remember that Odette served as our Visiting Pastor
for a year, from 2018-2019. Before that, her husband Jim
served as ACP’s Visitor Pastor in 2016. Because of that,
Odette knows us well, and already has connections and
relationships within our church. I know that she looks
forward to both deepening those connections and creating
new ones when she arrives.
For those of you who don’t know Pastor
Odette yet, here is some of her personal
background. She grew up in
Connecticut and California, receiving
her Masters of Divinity summa cum
laude at Boston University School of
Theology. She is an ordained Elder in
the United Methodist Church.
Throughout her 40-year career, she has
pastored several congregations in
California and served in campus
ministry as University Pastor and
Faculty in several universities
throughout the States. Odette is also a
published author and has served on several boards and
foundations.
Odette and Jim have four grown children and eight
wonderful grandchildren living in Maryland, Oklahoma, and
California, and we can’t wait to hear all about them!
Please join me in praying for Odette and Jim as they wait to
receive their visas, prepare for their journey to Paris, and
travel from California to join us. All of us at ACP look
forward to giving them a warm and enthusiastic welcome.

LOOKING FORWARD
by the Reverend Odette Lockwood-Stewart
I am delighted to join the American Church in Paris community as your
Interim Senior Pastor, beginning 20 July. I cannot wait to be among you
physically in the very near future. Over several months, the Holy Spirit
moved through the discernment and decisions of the Search Committee
of the American and Foreign Christian Union, and then the ACP Search
Committee. I am honored to follow my brother in Christ, Pastor Scott,
and to join ACP’s wonderful pastoral team, ad-ministry staff, and lay
leaders for this extraordinary season of ministry.
On 15 June, my husband Jim and I were scheduled to fly to Paris so that
Scott and I could have two weeks of “Senior Pastor overlap time.”
Because of visa and travel bans, that arrival has been delayed and Pastor
Scott extended his departure date. My work with your Moderator,
Executive Committee, Council, Worship Team, other mission teams and
task forces, and now pastoral staff and administrative team has begun
with enthusiasm.
The word Interim comes from the Latin, “meanwhile,” in French,
Intérimaire. As Interim Senior Pastor I will be lead pastor at ACP in the
meanwhile. God is bringing us together for just such a time as this.
It is normal to be sad when we say farewell, to miss someone or
something, even something as simple as getting on a plane, or meeting
face to face. As we honor God in the letting go, let us also welcome our
becoming. Let’s pay attention to the new thing that God might be doing
in us and through us. Let’s notice where and how God is at work making
all things new.
Jim and I lift each of you and all of you in in prayer every single day.
God’s Spirit will continue to lead and guide ACP as your God-given gifts
upbuild the congregation and align hearts, minds, actions, and resources
to move forward with ACP’s Strategic Plan, as we prepare to call a new
Senior Pastor.

For the one and a half
years that I was blessed
to serve with ACP, God
grew within me a pastoral
heart for ACP’s people,
mission, and ministries.
Now I begin anew in a
different
role
and
relationship. And I come
to you with fresh eyes, as
we celebrate and praise
God together.

While at ACP, I was blessed to attend a few
membership classes. In one class, 28
participants represented 25 Christian
communions and 19 nations. Different reasons
drew them to ACP: language; welcome;
worship; mission outreach; Alpha; African and
Filipino Fellowships; Women’s and Children’s
ministries. These brothers and sisters were
attracted both by things familiar and by things
unfamiliar in their own Christian journeys.
Some were baptized. Every new member
changes the ACP by their presence, witness,
gifts, and service.
Transition in the life of Christian community,
transition in the midst of global pandemic, is
challenging. I believe it also is a kairos
moment, God’s fullness of time, for
transformation in our lives and in the life of
the world. Following Jesus through suffering,
loss, anxiety, anticipation, change, conflict,
vision, struggle and commitment – day by day,
decision by decision, moment by moment,
changes us.
This interim, this transitional moment, will
nourish abundant life in the face of scarcity.
This season between farewell and welcome
can be a rich, equipping and fruitful time.
In the midst of COVID-19, in the midst of
rising protests against racism and inequity, in
the midst of disruption of some ways of life
and church that gave meaning for us, we will
open our hearts, minds, souls, strength to love
God and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Jesus asks this of us.
A one-year interim pastorate is not “hitting the
ground running.”
It is walking with Jesus walking with the
congregation, with you, on purpose.

Follow the American Church in Paris on social media
@AmChurchParis

/AmericanChurchParis
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Say what?
Scott’s pearls of wisdom
by Valentina Lana
Operette Morali ("Small Moral Works”) was written by the great Italian writer, philosopher,
philologist, and poet Giacomo Leopardi between 1824 and 1832, as a collection of 24 pieces of
fictional prose, with a strong philosophical bent. The 16th of these 24 works is titled "Memorable
Sayings of Filippo Ottonieri," referred to by the author as “notable reasonings.”
In the same spirit, and as a way of remembering and honoring Scott, we have performed a
similar exercise and collected some of the pearls of wisdom he has shared with us over
12 years. Some of these notable reasonings are not necessarily original to him, but have been
identified as uniquely his in the context of the ACP community.
For instance, our beloved pastor may react in a very humble way to this, to which we could
respond - because he said that: "Do not be so humble, you are not that great!" (but Scott, you
indeed are "that" great).
Scott, who must be very tired by now, also reminded us that the last 10 minutes of a match are
not played with the same rhythm and intensity as the rest of it. When we get closer to the goal,
our efforts become more focused and double or triple to get us where we are directed to. If you
are exhausted after a project, or if you think you'll never finish the necessary work, remember:
"You don't play the last 10 minutes like the rest of the match."
In times of crisis, we shouldn't be dazzled and lose confidence while facing difficult, even
unprecedented, circumstances, yet we should seek the opportunity, as he so often invited
us to: "Do not miss the opportunity in every crisis."
When in doubt on how to pronounce an exotic name in the Bible, especially when that
name has to be said out loud from the lectern, we should set for a way to pronounce it and
"Say it with confidence."
When no word comes to mind to pray, just sing your favorite hymn: "He who sings,
prays twice."
Finally, the most memorable of the memorable sayings: "Cheer up, your condition is far worse
than you can imagine, but cheer up, God's love for you is far greater than you can ever hope."
Alison Benney said that the aim of the Spire centered around his stated mission for ACP,
"internally strong, externally focused." Each time she sent the monthly email asking for
contributions, his response was “It shall be done.”
Also, he said, referring to pastoral ministry, “You fake it ‘til you make it.”
Genie Godula said her favorite Scott quote is “The days are long, but the years are short,” adding
I don’t know if he made that up, but I love it. Perfectly encompasses my insane working-parent
life.”
Rebecca Brite provided her favorite: "The original Hebrew/Greek of that word means..."
Don Farnan said that Scott, whether celebrating Sunrise Services on the bank of the Seine, or
taking a Zoom call while basking in the sun or coffee at a café, would say "It doesn't get any better
than this."
Don added, he will say to participants in meetings as they depart: "Give 'em heaven!"
Without forgetting, of course, our most recent :"Ora et lava, grace and peace, one day at a time."
Karen Albrecht said her favorite Scott quote is from a hymn-sing a couple of years ago, when he
said: "If you can't sing it, it's probably not good theology."
As a good doctor who prescribes the right treatment to fight a disease, Scott can suggest the right
book, and come up with the most soothing words that seem to uncover some of the mysteries
of life.
Scott, we are thankful to you, also for providing words and ideas that will last and will keep
soothing us and giving sense to the world and to the circumstance we face, however difficult or
destabilizing they may be.
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Color My World
by Fred Gramann
Music Director
How does one cope with losing a spectacular boss,
the most special colleague in ministry ever, a best
friend, and an inspiration in regard to one’s
musical composition, in one fell swoop? My
answer is to dwell on the gratitude I have for the
many gifts that Scott Herr has blessed me with
over the past 12 years.
I need to share for a moment about my ministry at
ACP prior to Scott’s arrival. From 1976 until 2008
I did my best to provide good music to enhance
the worship services. Unfortunately, little about
the content of the worship service was ever
communicated to me in advance. It was simply
how things operated and I thought it was normal.
The preaching pastor chose the hymns and
musical responses that supported their readings
and sermon topic. When the bulletin was printed
on Friday for the following Sunday, I got my first
glimpse of what the hymns, readings and sermon
topic would be. It was a delightful but very rare
occasion when the organ music, solo and/or
anthem I had selected jived with the pastor’s
actual message.
Enter Scott Herr. His first request of me was to
take charge of all the service music, giving me the
liturgy well in advance. I always say that, from
that point, my ministry went from black & white
to color. I began poring over the hymnal to find
just the right choices, writing my own lyrics when
I couldn’t find what I needed. The special music in
the service was now carefully chosen to support
the message. My job was now to create a musical
backbone from Prelude to Postlude that prepared
the congregation for the sermon, and then
contemplate it afterward. I can’t begin to tell you
how this set my passion for my ministry on fire.
Another gift from Scott was the care and feeding
of the Music Director. Up until 2008 I rarely sat
down and discussed my work with the pastoral

staff outside of staff meetings, a staff retreat, or the occasional merit
review. Enter Scott Herr. He immediately set up a one-hour
weekly one-on-one meeting with me. Tuesday afternoons we went
over the wall (left the church building), commandeered a table at the
Café de l’Université just around the corner and shared for an hour
about the music ministry and the challenges and joys of ACP, all the
while deepening our friendship. Over these past 12 years Scott has
invested over 700 hours of his precious time in supporting me. I find
that amazing.
As a composer, I have always depended on a purpose and/or a muse
to get my writing juices flowing. Enter Scott Herr. When Scott was
selected as the top candidate to be presented to ACP, I sent Scott a
note asking if I might have a moment to speak with him during the
brief weekend he would spend here. I will never forget his quick
email response, that speaking with me would be a priority. This
began a lively email exchange over the weeks before Scott visited
ACP as the Senior Pastor candidate. Scott sent me the scripture
references and title for his “audition” sermon. I immediately felt
inspired to write an anthem for the occasion: “Blessed Are the Eyes
That Have Not Seen You.” There is a deep spiritual meaning to that
scripture, but for me it also expressed how I already felt blessed
knowing Scott via email exchanges without ever having seen him in
person. Once hired, Scott continued to share information about what
he would preach on, which led to my composing many anthems
which I dedicated to him. Without Scott, there are a dozen published
choral anthems that would never have seen the light of day. It’s that
simple.
I recently composed an anthem as a gift for Scott in gratitude for the
past 12 years: “To Canaan’s Land I’m On My Way.” It uses a text by
William Golden (1878-1934) which was most likely written while he
was serving an eight-year jail sentence in Mississippi. The lyrics
express my thoughts perfectly at this time of farewell:

To Canaan’s land I’m on my way,
where the soul never dies.
My darkest night will turn to day,
where the soul never dies.

A rose is blooming there for me,
where the soul never dies.
And I will spend eternity
where the soul never dies.

Dear friends, there’ll be no sad farewells,
There’ll be no tear-dimmed eyes,
Where all is peace and joy and love,
Where the soul never dies.

A love light beams across the foam,
where the soul never dies.
It shines to light the shores of home,
where the soul never dies.

I know that a sad farewell and tear-dimmed eyes are inevitable for me when Scott finally departs. It’s going to be terribly
difficult. But it’s not the end, as I’m sure our paths will continue to cross during the coming years. My eyes will continue to
be blessed even though I can’t see Scott in person every day, and the gifts he has given me will color the rest of my life.
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REPRINT: Spire front page, April 2008
written by Gigi Oyog, editor
YES!!! The waiting is over! Feeling
“deep joy and peace,” Rev. Dr. Scott Herr
has accepted the call extended to him by
the American Church in Paris to serve as
its Senior Pastor. “It is very humbling to
be invited to serve in the midst of such a
diverse and gifted congregation and I am
confident that God will provide what we need to grow together in
loving ministry and mission.”
In a special congregational meeting last April 6, the members of the
ACP voted unanimously to invite Pastor Scott to be its Senior Pastor.
After a year-long search, conducted in tandem with the AFCU, the
ACP Senior Pastor Search Committee had earnestly recommended
Pastor Scott.
Rev. Herr brings with him a wide variety of interests, and gifts and
skills, and deep experience with different cultures. He also brings
what one reference said was a “commit(ment) to the priority of the
grace of God”, which has colored the way he views people, the
approach to conflict, his whole ministry and indeed, his life. “Scott
Herr has the heart of a pastor,” another reference said.
In his own words, Pastor Scott said he will bring a “passion for being
an internally strong and externally focused” congregation. That
reflects a conviction that all congregations are to be vibrant
missional communities, proclaiming the gospel of Jesus
Christ in both word and deed.
One of his great joys in pastoral
ministry is listening, discussing,
discerning and deciding together
how God is leading and how we
as the people of God are called
to respond in faith.
Describing the church that he
would like to serve, Pastor Scott
said that the characteristics
include a culture of hospitality
and welcome for all people, a
longing to hear the gospel
faithfully
preached
with
intelligence, energy, imagination
and love; a passion for mission
and a compassion for the poor;
a deep respect for the complexity of a changing world and the truth
that Christ’s life, death and resurrection reveal God’s grace and love
for all. He also looks forward to serving a church that appreciates
paradox and delights in beauty, a congregation that celebrates the
goodness of all of life, even in the midst of grief and hardship.
Pastor Scott was born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania and ordained in
1987 in the Presbyterian Church. In 1970, the family moved to
Oregon. In college, he enjoyed six months of study as part of the first
undergraduate student exchange program between the United
States and China. He met Christian students in China and was invited
to participate in worship in an “underground” church. After college,
he worked with the Japanese Ministry of Education. “This was a
critical time in my faith journey, as I sensed God’s call to theological
studies and was accepted at Princeton Theological Seminary.”
After graduation, he served in the Union Church of Mexico City, first
as Associate Pastor, then as Interim Pastor before becoming the
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Senior Pastor from 1990 to 1993. While there, he met his wife, Kim,
a US diplomat. They left Mexico “regretfully,” and were called to
serve in Switzerland, at the International Protestant Church of
Zurich. Three of their four children were born in Zurich: Daniel, 14;
Christopher, 12; and Rebecca, 10.
Concerned about their children becoming “third-culture” kids, the
Herrs returned to the United States from Switzerland. In the US,
Pastor Scott served as Senior Associate Pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church of Fort Collins, Colorado. Their youngest child,
Matthew, 4, was born in Fort Collins.

Pastor Scott and Kim had hoped to return to serve in an Englishspeaking, interdenominational and international congregation
someday, but thought that it was more likely after their children
finished with school. Something, however, happened last summer
that opened up a different path. They were at the commencement
ceremony celebrations at Fuller Theological Seminar in California
and were speaking with a missionary couple who had just returned
from Indonesia. The missionary couple asked them why they had
returned from Switzerland to the United States. The Herrs explained
that one of the reasons was their concern about their children
growing up to be third-culture kids.
“They looked at us with incredulity,” recalled Pastor Scott. Then the
couple exclaimed to the Herrs: “Third culture kids are the future! The
church needs more third-culture kids!” Pastor Scott said: “It was a
transforming moment for us. It
seemed clear that whether I had
a realistic chance of being
considered for the position at
the ACP, I was being called
to apply.”
The Herrs were not totally
unfamiliar with the ACP. “I have
for many years had a great
admiration for and fascination
with this historic and strategic
congregation.
Having
had
previous opportunities to visit
and worship at the ACP over the
last 10 or 12 years prepared me
to feel excitement when I heard
that the position was open,”
Pastor Scott said.
After months of prayerful waiting and discerning, Pastor Scott said it
was “such a wonderful surprise to be invited to visit the church and
to preach to the congregation.” The Search Team has been
welcoming and thoughtful. He found inspiring and challenging, too,
the diversity and complexity of the membership. Finally, the
unanimous vote to extend the call to him confirmed God’s call for
the next chapter of Pastor Scott’s pastoral ministry.
“We are aware that the challenges for us personally and as a family
will be daunting at times,” said Pastor Scott. But he will draw
strength from the words of Anne Lamott who wrote that there were
two basic forms of prayer. The first is, “Help me, help me, help me!”
and the second is, “Thank you, thank you, thank you!” “I am praying
both as we prepare to begin this new season of pastoral leadership
and family life!”

In the beginning...
Internally strong, externally focused
In 2008, a Presbyterian minister from Fort Collins was called to Paris, along with his wife and four
children, to become the 25th Senior Pastor of the American Church in Paris (see opposite page).
As we all know, Pastor Scott is passionate about the history and heritage of our
church. The three books that have been written about the American Church in
Paris cover our story only up to 1992, so a series of chats was scheduled with Scott to record a bit of his
ACP storyline. Only one of these happened, because of Covid-19. Here, and throughout this edition, are a
few of his stories, accompanied by photos from the Spire (and other) archives. And like everything else
that is getting put off during this pandemic, we will just have to catch up with the rest of the history later.
Scott started at the beginning:
I was the absolute last guy to apply for the ACP Senior Pastor position; Kim was excited, she urged me
to apply. I figured because we had four kids, there was no chance. But I was obedient, figuring I would
never in a million years get called. I’ll never forget Don Eppert from the AFCU calling and saying, “They
want you.”
I was brought over to preach and there I was, walking up the quai here, and looking up at the church
steeple and thinking, oh my goodness, this is way over my head. Very daunting – I felt like “Mr. Magoo
goes to Paris.”
Kim was thrilled, she always wanted to live in Paris. Our joke is, we’re really here because God
answers Kim’s prayers. The kids were excited because well, Ratatouille was a popular movie so they
were coming to Ratatouille-land.
So we sent them off to school. We were used to driving the kids to school, and suddenly they’re
taking Metro 9 out to Sevres, taking a bus, or
walking to school. And they didn’t speak a word
of French. It was a time of transition, not an
easy one for them, but the beautiful story is,
they’re all fine, and stronger for the experience.
I made so many good friends: Fred and I made
it a point to meet weekly, go out for a coffee. It was a real blessing, and
I could ask him about stuff I didn’t understand. I also had a strong
friendship with Rabbi Tom Cohen. As a church we made many
important connections, with the dean of the American Cathedral, the
American University of Paris, and the Mairie du 7eme.
I went to meet Rachida Dati, in fact, because I think part of a pastor’s
job of a church like the ACP is to ask public officials how we can serve
2010 celebration of Scott’s second year at ACP
the city, how we can be useful. We set up a meeting (with Steve Johnson
as translator). I told her, the reason I’m here is to know how we can help serve the community; and she was completely
astonished by that question. Steve interpreted her response, that she’s never heard anybody come into her office asking
what they can do for the city, but rather what the mayor can do for them. So she had to give it some thought!
But she did come to the church, we gave her the tour, and she was super impressed. Then she found out about our choirs,
and she started bringing her daughter. Government officials are people, too, and we kind of put politicians above all that.
Instead, we need to build bridges.
Because I love the diversity of people at our church, whether nationality or cultural, it is incredible. Plus it’s a house of cards,
you’re constantly saying hi and goodbye at the same time. But God always provides.

Sheldon Jackson: “I’ve told this story before in a sermon because it really is a
powerful story about how God speaks to us, which is strange. Like Toni
Morrison says, the weird stuff, the strange stuff.
“In Paris for my final interview, I was looking for a sign, went up to the balcony
for reflection, and saw Sheldon Jackson’s image in the Missions window.
Sheldon Jackson founded First Presbyterian Church in Fort Collins, the church
where I was currently the pastor. That blew my mind. God was saying, ‘Focus
here.’ It’s neat how there are always these Kingdom connections.”
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Pastor and boss
Most of us know Scott as our pastor…

“I believe in always hiring
people smarter than yourself,
and so I get free delivery of
new, smarter people every
year. Smarter than me, anyway.
So that’s really been a gift.”

Pastor Victor Greene

Coming to Paris has been a
great gift for me and the
ministries I am called to serve. I am
grateful to Scott for taking the plunge
to call me to the American Church.
What I will remember the most is
Scott’s passion and commitment to the
Global Church. In study and in sacrifice,
Scott believes wholeheartedly in who and what the Church can
be in the world. And in this commitment, I will remember
Scott’s willingness to listen, to grow, and learn from so many
experiences he had in the city of Paris and especially ACP.
Andrea Richard, Business Administrator
The trait for which I am most thankful in having had Scott at
the helm is his unique brand of confidence and trust which he
shows to his staff. There is no micro-management nor
expectations to do the job just as he would (the proof is the
state of my office! Pastor Scott would certainly never have
piles of papers cluttering his work space!).
He has inspired us all to do our best to live up to the
confidence which he places in us to get the job done. In this
way, he has allowed us each to grow and learn, strengthening
our talents, while working on our weaknesses.
Scott has set the
example of what a
leader should be and
what we should each
aspire to become. It
has been a pleasure
and an honor to work
with and for Pastor
Scott, a true leader.
On behalf of the staff, I wish Scott and Kim Godspeed and Bon
Vent, as they set sail across the Atlantic on their
next adventure!

Jörg Kaldewey, Wedding Coordinator
We (my wife Tinu and I) have been attending church services since
2006, shortly after Jesus miraculously got me started on my personal
journey with Him. We got married here in 2008.
Over the years and especially since Scott’s arrival, we both have
grown closer and closer to Christ. Scott’s contribution to this
ongoing amazing, joyful, frightening and profound journey can
simply not be overestimated.
In this, it has been not only his
DOING, as in preaching, teaching
and ministering, but even more
importantly his way of BEING
that has had the most profound
impact on us. It is hard to find
the right words and the only
thing I can say is that I have very
rarely met anyone that I would
describe with the adjective
“Christ-like.” Christ-like in his humility, Christ-like in his total
commitment to his sheep, Christ-like in just embodying the love that
we are all called to live into at deeper and deeper levels. This has
deeply touched and changed my life.
The picture that will always stick out in my mind is him literally
running after me after a Men’s Bible Study session in June 2018
where I shared that I had just lost my job that I had held for 12 years.
He assured me of his support and offered any help that I may need.
This eventually led me through some twists and turns to my current
assignment as a staff member of the church. I am now working in
the office that I sat in along with my Dad waiting for my bride in
2008! God is good (and has a great sense of humor). Thank you
Scott, for all you are, we love you and will miss you (a lot)!

John Newman, Communications Coordinator
I have thoroughly enjoyed working closely with Scott – and the leadership teams he has cultivated – these
past 6.5 years. On a personal level, I have cherished his kindness, thoughtfulness, wisdom, trust, sense of
humor, and that rare capacity to actually listen to others!
On an organizational level, I have appreciated his true desire and commitment to building ACP in a way
that is "externally focused and internally strong." I've heard this phrase repeated numerous times and see
that it was mentioned in the April 2008 Spire article (see page 10) announcing Scott's acceptance of ACP's
call. It has not been a hollow promise. ACP has indeed grown externally and internally in Christ under
Scott's leadership, and I have no doubt that the First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan will as well.
Thank you, Scott!
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Pastor and boss
... so what has he been like as a manager?
Reverends Jodi and Doug Fondell
Reverend Odette Lockwood-Stewart
I just met Scott five years ago… and online. From our first Skype
call in which he invited us to come to ACP during my sabbatical
from teaching, Jim and I immediately sensed Scott’s genuine
faith, warmth, humor, caring, and open-hearted discipleship.
Scott’s lived reliance
that God is God guides
his pastoral leadership
with clarity and
humility. His love of
family and the family of
faith demonstrate the
work and re-creation of
the marriage of duty
and delight. In his life,
love, and ministry partnership with Kim he continues to grow in
grace. He trusts colleagues to hold to reflective practice of
ministry and trusts again.
I have many memories and images. Leading worship with him has
a special place among these.
I am deeply sorry that our “overlap” time working together at
ACP this month has been moved online out of necessity.
However, time spent together in ministry is not measured by
physical distance. And it is an honor to follow him in ministry with
the wonderful pastors, staff and lay leadership of ACP.
The best way to honor Scott is to give glory to God in everything
we are, do, say.

Heather Walter,
Executive Secretary
I keep saying over and
over, I don't say
"goodbye," I say "see you
later!" I will never be able
to express the deepness of
my gratitude to Scott for
having taken a chance on hiring me seven years ago and giving me
an opportunity to do work at which I excel, and in an entity in
which I truly believe is working to do its part in growing God's
kingdom and making the world a better place. Both Scott and
Kim's ministries continue to inspire me, and I have enjoyed
watching these ministries grow and transform in the last 7 years.
I count myself incredibly blessed to have been a part of Scott's
tenure at ACP. I've seen the countless hours, prayers, thoughtful
contemplation, joy, and even tears that they have put into giving
all they have to this community. I assure you that it is nothing
short of incredible. Their steadfastness and love will be sorely
missed.
However, I can't help being excited for their new adventure, and
about how their ministries will continue to develop and bless
another part of the world, praise God! As we move towards
farewells, I keep clinging to the precious assurance that no matter
what, I will see Scott and Kim again one day in Christ, so for now, I
say "see you later!"

We have had the privilege
of knowing Pastor Scott
for many years through
our previous association
with the Association of
International Churches in
Europe and the Middle
East. We were serving in
Stockholm, Sweden when
Scott and Kim arrived in
Paris 12 years ago, and always looked forward to the time we
could share at the annual pastor and spouse conference.
When Scott called us in January of 2017 to inquire about our
availability to come and serve as interim youth and young adult
pastors, we were immediately intrigued. (This was Kim's idea by
the way. Always the brains in the background!) As older – or
perhaps seasoned is a better word – pastors, we kind of
wondered if we were well-suited to be YAYA pastors but the
thought of working with Scott on the staff of ACP was super
appealing. So we said yes!
Working with Scott proved to be even more fun and meaningful
than we thought. His collaborative approach, the way he
cheered us on, valued our input, and celebrated our gifts
provided a deeply meaningful year of ministry that left us
longing for more. So when, by God's grace, the Associate Pastor
position opened and Scott wanted us back, we eagerly accepted
with humility and gratitude. A big part of our decision was the
opportunity this gave us to work with Scott on his team again.
And to be able to be here as Scott finished his ministry at ACP
was such a gift to us, even though it's been stranger than we
could ever have imagined, due to the pandemic!
For us, the confinement gave us more time with Scott and
provided a situation where we needed to navigate the
uncharted waters of doing ministry online. We had time to
revive the LuLu brothers and have the ACP chin choir debut. But
it's also notable that during this time, Scott never wavered in his
commitment to being collaborative, allowing creativity,
encouraging us all even when we knew in his own heart, he had
to be pretty discouraged at times. These are the gifts that Scott
brings. Gifts that ACP has valued and treasured for these past 12
years. Gifts that will be missed here but celebrated in New
Canaan.
A favorite saying of Scott's is “It doesn't get any better than
this.” We have often felt that way.
We feel so lucky that we have had
the chance to know Scott as an
abiding friend and treasured
colleague but also now as enriched
staff members, privileged to serve
alongside such a capable and wise
leader. Thank you, dear Scott, for
calling us to serve with you, not
only once but twice. But thank you
most of all for your friendship which we know will endure.
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5 July 5th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67
Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

19 July 7th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19 or Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm 86:11-17
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

12 July 6th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 25:19-34
Psalm 119:105-112
Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

26 July 8th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128
1 Kings 3:5-12
Psalm 119:129-136
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Called Home to Heaven

Gloria Tolosa
8 June 1936 – 29 April 2020

“Called Home to Heaven,” was rung by the
ACP Bronze Ringers on 5 July in memory of
the four ACP members who were called home
to heaven during the period of confinement:
Ed Creighton, Dominique Ghezo, Yushiko
Okubo Miquel and Gloria Tolosa.

Ed Creighton
12 October 1940 – 3 June 2020

Arranged by Fred Gramann, the title of this
piece is inspired by a line in the final verse of
George Atkin’s poem, “Brethren, we have met
to worship,” often paired with the hymn tune
Holy Manna: “Then he’ll call us home
to heaven.”

Dominique Ghezo
4 August 1953 – 18 April 2020
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We pray for the family and friends of our ACP
brothers and sisters.

Yoshiko Akubo
30 March 1953 – 31 May 2020

What’s up in Paris
Summer events 2020
Hanging out… in the open air
The “Jardin Suspendu” summer-fun
pop-up has flown the coop from last
year’s perch atop the Paris Expo
convention center, to roost amidst the
luscious greenery of the Parc Floral de
Paris. Enjoy madcap, socially distant
fun in 2,500 square meters, all out of
doors, with mini-golf, a baseball
© Rémy Golinelli
batting cage, horseshoes and board
games, plus a whole line-up of food trucks. After dark
the fun gets racier, with entertainment by legendary
drag cabaret Madame Arthur.
Until 13 September. lejardinsuspendu.paris

Wide-open spaces
What better cure for
the lockdown blues
than a hefty dose of
green? The “Jardins
Ouverts” festival
showcases scores of
gardens across the Île
© CDVO - Catherine Brossais
de France region,
combining a breath of fresh air with endless changes
of scenery, plus music, workshops and guided visits.
From stately chateaux and medieval abbeys to cuttingedge aquaponics and ultra-hip urban farms – including
gardens in or just outside the city – you are bound to
find just about any shade of green you fancy.
Until 30 August. www.iledefrance.fr/jardinsouverts

by Karen Albrecht

Open house –
but not for long
This is your last chance to
visit Les Grands Voisins, a
genial art-squat-cum-activisthive dedicated to the reducereuse-recycle lifestyle. Local
© Yes We Camp
authorities gave organizers
their (temporary) blessing to create an alternative urban
universe on the grounds of a former maternity hospital
awaiting redevelopment in the chic 14th arrondissement. The
buildings are home to 100 formerly homeless residents, while
the spacious courtyards lure visitors with artisans’ stands,
organic greengrocers, an organic “buvette”, and a junk shop
brimming with offbeat treasures.
Closes end-September. lesgrandsvoisins.org

Open skies
If you take in just one indoor
event this summer, make it
an uplifting one. The
paintings and watercolors of
JWT Turner (1775-1851)
burst with vast, dramatic
skies, which grow ever more
vivid and moving over the
Englishman’s long career.
Landscapes or seascapes,
© Tate
it’s the top half that steals
the show, with increasingly abstract brushwork and a poetic
interplay of light and color uncannily prescient of the
Impressionists and Modernists.
Until 11 January. www.musee-jacquemart-andre.com

Open-toed opulence
© Bertrand Desprez

Green grass, silver screen
The beloved open-air cinema festival at La Villette
gives a whole new meaning to “going out to the
movies.” Settle onto on your blanket or beach chair
and bask in the flickering glow of classic films
projected onto a giant, inflatable screen. This year,
English-language picks include Hitchcock’s thriller
“North by Northwest,” 60s icon “Easy Rider,” achingly
arty Texas melodrama “Days of Heaven,” the
unforgettable “Thelma and Louise” and same-sex
love story “Brokeback Mountain.”
22 July-23 August. Free, reservations mandatory at
lavillette.com/programmation/cinema-en-plein-air2020_e930

If your idea of uplifting tends more
towards vertiginous stilettos and
teetering platforms, you are sure to
get a big kick out of “Christian
Louboutin: L'Exhibition[niste]”. And if
you thought Louboutin’s genius
began and ended with the red undersoles he is famous for, you will be
© Karen Albrecht
floored by his flights of footwear
fancy: Cinderella sparkles, Bhutanese embroideries,
deliciously naughty S&M touches and even a pair of shoes
designed to look just like… a mackerel.
Extended until 3 January. Booking required at www.palaisportedoree.fr
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Then and now

Council retreat cruise, 2016

Pilgrimage to Chartres, 2019

Sweeping up after a wedding, 2016
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Announcements during the church service, 2020

Kim’s presentation of her Camino pilgrimage
for the Women’s Fellowship, on Zoom

Greetings after the service, 2020

2008-2020: A brief list of accomplishments
Extract of Pastor Scott’s closing remarks at the Congregational Meeting in June
Over the years we’ve worked on being internally strong and
externally focused, and God blessed us with the stellar
leadership teams and team spirit. I am grateful to Fred
Gramann for his incredible music ministry, for his friendship
and collegiality. Thanks also to Natalie Raynal for all her
patience and perseverance with the 13h30 service. I’ve seen
both of these colleagues grow and thrive over the years, and it’s
mainly due to their credit, and to our gifted pastoral colleagues
over the years, that the services of worship have grown over the
years.
The African and Filipino fellowships have remained strong and
such a blessing to our church, and I hope they will continue to
be so in the future.
We have diversified the voicing of our proclamation to Paris
and the world, and I want to say thanks to Victor and Grant,
Allison, Sara, and the youth and young adults who contribute
to contemporary worship.

Contemporary band Stillpoint plays for Fête de la Musique

We started Thurber lectures with world class theologians and
pastors; we welcomed local and visiting artists; we started
Alpha courses and helped hundreds of people to learn about
the Good News, and I’ve been privileged to baptize so many
young and not so young people over the years.
We’ve rekindled the small group ministry, and I pray that will
continue to grow in the future. Look at our missions, they’re so
great: the prison ministry, 100 Nights of Welcome - I mean,
we’ve got refugees sleeping in the gym. It’s thanks to so many
volunteers. We’re not just talking about stuff, we’re not just
sending checks somewhere, we’re doing stuff. Look at the
Friday Mission Lunch. Kristie Worrel is a hero to me, she did
that for 20-plus years. Whew.
We raised more for missions and committed to giving 10% of
what we take in to give the following year that’s guaranteed to
mission. We’ve expanded volunteer support for the FML, and
for Serve the City. With Carolyn Bouazouni, we’ve started a
prison ministry that’s been growing, thanks to her leadership.
We’ve got the universal access lift finally, and did a cleaning of
the sanctuary.

Rev Scott Wesley spoke at the Thurber Lecture
and gave a sermon on Sunday, May 2015

We started a building fund. We strengthened the staff team
and have a pastor for youth and young adult ministry and
added an intern over the years. We continued Bloom Where
You’re Planted. We started a Men’s Ministry. Kim grew the
Women’s Ministry and led some pilgrimages.
We’re finally in compliance with French accounting laws,
reactivating the Franco-American Community Center. We put
together a world-class staff team, and along with the help of
many people and John Newman behind the scenes, we got a
new website, initiated online giving, which is going on now,
and very timely.
The Council voted to upgrade the sound and light in the
sanctuary, and we’re working on a plan to renovate the
courtyard and the church house.

Kim Ball cuts the ribbon on the new lift, April 2018
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Confinement:
Talking to the choir
When it became clear the ACP would have to close because of the coronavirus, the Adult Choir was in the home stretch of rehearsals
for its spring concert, which was to have featured the beloved Requiem of British composer John Rutter.
We thought at first it might be possible to perform it in early June, perhaps as part of a series of farewells to Pastor Scott. However,
anecdotal evidence soon indicated that choral singing might be a highly risky endeavor in the time of Covid-19.
For now, then, our voices are confined to places like the Spire. Here’s a small sample of what choir members have been doing during
lockdown and in the days since déconfinement – including, sadly, the funeral for Ed Creighton, a longtime member of the bass section,
who died after a fall.

Lucy Jamin, soprano: I live with some old people so I did food shopping so they could stay safe
at home and not have to wait in a long line. I am in two choirs connected by WhatsApp. One is
women who mostly live in Indonesia but some in the United States, Singapore and France. The
other, at GKI Samanhudi Presbyterian Church in Jakarta, recorded a song to encourage people:
“My Heavenly Father Watches over Me,” which we sang in Indonesian (see https://youtu.be/
jfiLinZG0mc. This was a first for that choir and I am happy that I could take part. I also
participated in 2 funeral services held in Jakarta by Zoom.
When the French government told us we have to wear masks, my old people and I made adult and children’s masks to give to new
immigrants who could not afford to buy any.

Nathalie Dumas, alto: [When lockdown began, I felt] very lucky to live in France. Around me, the little birds were on my balcony and
on the streets: no noise, no cars, nearly no one in this capital. I love to sing with the choir and to participate in the services. The
"virtual" participation was a sad recollection of a period not long ago, when [because of illness] I wasn't able to go. I am Catholic. For
me, this coronavirus period represented a lack of "communion". The first time I could receive it was at Ed's funeral mass. So the end of
lockdown will be associated forever with the death of a very dear friend, a jovial, good-humored man.

Diane Ficarelli, alto: I went walking every
day for an hour with [my husband] Patrice in
our little village. We rejoiced to see new
spring flowers bloom day after day, and we
said hello to the horses at the riding stable
nearby. When we went shopping for food, we
learned to pinch the noses of our masks so our glasses wouldn't get steamed up. We were happy to return to a more normal life, but
we didn’t mind the temporary change of pace. I hope the choir will be able to start up soon!

Debra Takakjian, alto and pianist: When I have no concerts or choir obligations, I create daily routines to keep my musical skills up.
I use YouTube to find vocal warm-ups. Then, I sing along with some of the best orchestras and choruses in the world. This makes me
very happy! At the piano, I take on difficult technical challenges. I am working on Chopin's Etude in C# minor, Opus 10 No. 4, and the
Finale of Chopin's Sonata in B minor. All this keeps me occupied and feeling upbeat!

Thelma Fuchs, alto: This pandemic caused a shift in my everyday habits and chores that resulted in a lot of ups and a couple of
downs. I love staying home, for a lot of reasons. Our little balcony added comfort and pleasure. I locked myself down for 3 months and
am still doing it unless otherwise necessary. My hubby did errands and shopping, so he now realizes it is quite a job. I had time to sort
out old dossiers, papers, books, magazines, clothes, etc. for trash, do general cleaning and rearrange furniture. I worked on the album
for Kim Herr, which Kate Snipes presented to her via Zoom on behalf of the Women’s Fellowship on 14 June.
The downs? I became a lazybones, watched too much Netflix and ate too much, gaining weight as a result. My prayers, meditation and
faith have made me strong and full of hope about what lies ahead even though it will never be the same again.

David Clothier, tenor:

Contributions were edited for length and clarity by Rebecca Brite, soprano, who works at home all the time and thus wasn’t much
affected by lockdown but misses everyone!
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“It’s been a privilege to know people like
Anjlo Ajmo, who is responsible for our
Open Door ministry. He was a minister in
Pakistan, and his story as a refugee is
amazing but so is his faith. He kept his
trust in God through really daunting
circumstances, and he succeeded in
getting his papers, bringing his fiancée
over here, and then we got to celebrate
their marriage.”

Alpha goes online
by MaryClaire King
We felt utterly defeated when the Coronavirus forced us
to cancel the launch of the spring Alpha Course on the
day it was set to start. However, after much prayer, we
felt called to go ahead with an online version of the
course. We were initially sceptical about how such a
transition would work. There were so many unknowns.
Would Alpha function without the meal? How would
people feel behind their screens? Would they be able to
manage their connections? Would they be willing to
discuss questions of faith with strangers over the
internet? Who would even attend?
Alpha is specifically designed for nonbelievers;
however, it is a valuable review of the basics of our faith
that is highly rewarding for anyone looking to resolve
questions or for those seeking to become more
proactive in sharing their faith with others. Therefore,
we decided to focus our “advertising” on the ACP
community for the confinement version of the course.
We promoted it only on the ACP virtual
worship service.
Over 35 people participated in the 10-week course! The
majority of those participants were from ACP, but we
also had attendees located in the United States and
India. The weekly meetings and the Away Weekend,
where we spend time talking about the Holy Spirit,
were held on the online platform Zoom. We watched
the videos together and then broke up into three small
groups, two Anglophone and one Francophone.
Contrary to our fears, the conversation flowed smoothly
and became intimate more rapidly online than
in person.

Feedback from participants in the online course paints the best
picture of the experience:
“Although I grew up going to church, I feel like in Alpha I
was able to revisit and learn about many of the basic
concepts and principles of Christianity that I never fully
comprehended before. I also gained insights into effectively
incorporating prayer and Bible study into my daily routine.”
“I have learnt many things…especially I was able to clarify
many questions about the Holy Spirit and His work. And the
books you recommended really helped to learn things
deeply. And the last session, about church!!! I had some
issues with my church. But the Holy Spirit talked to me in a
special way…I started loving it.”
One guest said that she never went to church or felt “at
home” in a community of believers…until she did Alpha!
Some of the guests from one small group spawned a separate
group, and they are reading the Bible in One Year together.
Another guest has discovered faith, has started reading the
Bible, and is looking forward to discovering the
ACP community.
The online course demonstrated, once again, that God works for
good in all things and in all circumstances! If you would like to
get involved in the Alpha ministry or attend a course in the fall,
please contact alpha@acparis.org.

Through Walls
ACP is excited to announce the soft launch of "Through Walls," an
anthology published by our members and wider community on the theme
of Welcoming the Stranger.
The Kindle version is available on Amazon France (just 3.56 euros), for
your summer reading pleasure! Otherwise, look for news about the official
launch this autumn.
For more information, email the ACP Writers Group.
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ACP Congregational Meeting: Zoom!
by Kerry Lieury
I hope you were able to attend the ACP Congregational Meeting via Zoom on Sunday,
21 June. I imagine it felt a little different from our previous meetings!
Every congregational meeting takes many hours of work: Collecting proxies, gathering
reports, printing documents, and of course, making sandwiches to keep people from
fainting during the meeting. This time, there were no sandwiches or printing involved,
but the thought that went into setting it all up by Zoom in the best possible way was
phenomenal. Not only did we merge two meetings into one (normally we have a semiannual congregational meeting in March, then this one in June), we also had to learn
how to adapt Zoom technology to allow congregational members to vote and ask questions.

We had six items to discuss and to vote on. On the financial side, we approved the new financial
auditors, Solsequia Finance, Commisaire aux comptes; we approved the 2019 audited combined
ACP/FACCP financial results and ACP reserve transfers; and we approved the 2020-2021 annual
budget.
These were all clearly explained by Don Farnan, Chair of the Finance Committee (see next page).
For 2019 the congregation accomplished many of our financial goals, including increased giving,
which funded growth in ACPs missions and ministries, and was invested in our facilities; this
included beginning to rebuild our property reserve. With the arrival of the pandemic, all of these
wonderful plans had to be re-thought.
Thankfully, due to our focus on the reserves, impressive 2019 congregational giving, and prudent
staff and Property Committee spending, ACP was not in a bad financial position as we went into
pandemic lockdown. The pastoral and staff teams and the various Council committees are doing
everything possible to manage costs in this period of uncertainty. For 2020, the Finance Committee
emphasized that despite the pandemic we must continue to do the work of Christ through the
ministries of the ACP to the community.
We also approved the slate of Council members for 2020-2021, thanks to the work of Gigi
Oyog, Lela Losq, and the Nominating Committee. This committee does a marvelous job filling the
positions of Council by inviting members who represent all different aspects of ACP to participate
in Christ’s work here in our church.
This committee also prayerfully put together the Senior Pastor Search Committee: Rose
Burke, Peter De Witt, Marie Gout, MaryClaire King, Christopher Kramme, Valentina Lana, Gigi
Oyog, Tiana Ranaivoson, Solomon Sholesi, David Van Cleve, and Christopher Wobo; whose
proposal the congregation approved.
Here I would like to take a moment to thank the congregation for doing their best to make a
complex situation as easy, friendly, and loving as possible. Yes, loving. I really felt the love of Christ
that went into the organization and participation as people really sought to further Christ’s work
here at ACP.
I would especially like to thank Marleigh White, Heather Walter, and John Newman, who spent
countless hours preparing our team for this meeting. It was a lot of time and work, but it is such a
pleasure working with this whole group. More thanks to Mary Crass-Fenu, John Price, Don
Farnan, Pascal Berger, and of course our pastors, Scott, Jodi, and Odette. I am really grateful to be
Secretary to the Council and to be able to work with such a wonderful and fun group. Thank you!
Note: The meeting was recorded and can be watched here https://bit.ly/ACPmtg2020.

Prayer Chain Team
Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?
If so, please forward your prayer by email to prayerrequests@acparis.org.
Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.
Prayer is powerful. We are here for you.
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ACP finances
by Don Farnan, Chair of Finance and Stewardship
Thank you to everyone who attended the virtual ACP
Congregational Meeting – for your questions and for your
approval of the 2020 budget. I’m conscious that some could
not attend, and while you hopefully received the
presentation, I’ve summarized the key points below. The
Finance Stewardship and Development Committee (FS&D)
wants to make sure you understand the ACP finances –
where income comes from and where the money is spent –
so, if you have questions, please don’t hesitate to email us at
financeandstewardship@acparis.org. For those of you who
attended, this will be a refresher!

Our ACP budget/financial challenges are:

2019 results: The key message was THANK YOU! The

The graphs show the substantial decrease in income
between 2020 and 2019, caused by wedding and rental
declines, totaling nearly €450K.

combination of your giving (up 25%), outstanding
wedding and rental results, the staff’s overall
disciplined spending, and our ability to adjust to
giving levels enabled us to fund missions and
ministries, invest in ACP facilities, and start our
property reserve – consistent with our goals. Again,
thank you!

Keep the church strong through this COVID period so
that we are here for you, the congregation, and our
community, and can continue to live out the ACP
mission.
Stay agile - adjust our actions in response to change.
Invest in the missions and ministry.
Invest in our amazing facilities through which we reach
the congregation and community – all of God’s people!

So how do we continue to invest in our ACP mission and
facilities with these types of declines?
Well, first, most of us can’t control wedding and rental
revenues. All we can do is stay healthy and safe, observe the
ACP guidance, such as for physical distancing and masks –
and trust in the Lord! We can cut expenses – and we have –
by more than 11%, or €165K
We can focus on our financial giving. Our GOAL for 2020
giving is €500K locally, plus €35.5K already received
from our friends at AFCU. We know that sounds like a large
amount but every little bit helps. For example, if every one of
our congregational members could give €20 per week for the
remaining 26 weeks in 2020 we could make the goal.
Twenty euros! We know that some can’t give this amount
and some members are not active, so if you have been
blessed with the Lord’s generosity and can give more, please
be generous.

2020 budget: For the 2020 budget, we discussed the
impact Covid-19 had on the closing of our facilities: our
rental and wedding income in 2020 is severely decreased. As
we shared during the meeting, there remains significant
uncertainty about the length and duration to rental income
and especially wedding revenues. But, as we discussed, one
thing that is certain is that we must continue ACP’s
mission.

What do your donations buy? See the meeting handout and
watch the Spire for more ideas, but here are a few.
A gift of €20 each week will allow us to:
Replace the aging hand dryers in the bathrooms.
Pay for a full day of our Church programs – Christian
Education, Youth & Young Adult, Community Life.
Pay for a full week of the costs of our Mission Outreach
program.
Or a one-time gift of:
€100 – pays for one Sunday the cost of a receptionist once
the ACP building reopens!
€1,000 – pays for more than a full weekend of security
services that we will need as we reopen!
On behalf of the FS&D committee, thank you!
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A hybrid Bloom
by Michael Bahati
The 2020 edition of Bloom Where You’re Planted, the
55-year-old expat orientation fair and seminar hosted
by the American Church in Paris, was at first thought
to be held online, but then the organizing committee
imagined a better option: Hosting a hybrid event.
I felt an immense joy when the church leadership
asked me to direct this year’s Bloom, not only because
event curation and management is a profession and
passion of mine, but because I’ve been a huge fan and
faithful follower of this expats’ annual gathering that
is Bloom Where You’re Planted.
When the organizing team met via a virtual meeting in
June, we debated about Coronavirus-related trends
and news but also potential impacts of the pandemic
on our event. We looked at the available data and
health measures taken to slow the transmission of the
virus and we thought it wise to innovate by bringing
technology into this year’s Bloom.
Later in June, the news and health trends evolved. I
realized that a virtual Bloom alone would be an
incomplete experience and thought it would actually
be much better to host a hybrid Bloom. That is, bring
technology into a physical event.
Despite the technological and technical challenges,
this would also enable us to reach thousands of people
that won’t be allowed to get into Europe anytime soon
because of the measures related to the lockdown.

This also means that our service providers and speakers will not
only be Paris-based, as it has always been in the past, but from
all over the world.
If there’s one thing I’ve come to learn during this lockdown, it’s
the unseen existence of uncertainties through which our lives
unconsciously navigate. While it’s always been hard to accept the
existence of these unexpected circumstances, it’s now very clear
that events such as the coronavirus pandemic might happen
again; but I’d like to take solace in the fact that they carry an
intrinsic innovative feature and, in the case of Bloom, this year is
the one to innovate by embracing the power of technology.
This year’s Bloom Where You’re Planted will take place at the
American Church in Paris on 3 October 2020; it will be a hybrid
event and we’re inviting volunteers as always to join and make it
a world-class event.

Don’t just survive, thrive in Paris!
Bloom Where You’re Planted: This well-known resource handbook is chock-full of information on how to
make the most out of living in Paris, and is available in either paperback or as an e-book. It is now
possible to order a paperback copy of Bloom Where You’re Planted online, for shipment anywhere in
the world, via the ACP website (see acparis.org/handbook).
The price is €25 if purchased in person at the American Church in Paris. If ordered online via acparis.org,
the price including postage and handling is €30 (for France) or $35 (for the US). The e-book, available on
Amazon.com or Amazon.fr in Kindle format, costs €9.99 / $11.42 (at time of printing).

“Jesse Jackson is a character, and whatever people think about him
politically, I have a lot of respect for that man. In 2009, we were
privileged to have him preach here, for the second time. He was
visiting us up in our apartment, and we’re stiffly having an adult
conversation in the living room.
“Then Matt brought his goldfish bowl
in and said, ‘I want Reverend Jackson
to meet Nemo.’ Well, that broke the
ice. Afterward, we did a river cruise
together and then went to dinner,
and it was fun, mainly because
Matthew broke the ice - it was one
of those precious moments I’ll
never forget.”
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Feeding the hungry
by Tom Wilscam, Chair, ACP Mission Outreach
I’m very proud of the role ACP missions and ministries took during
the confinement period from March through mid-June. Starting
from the moment the confinement period was put in place,
Mission Outreach (MOC) began to receive requests from ACP
members asking how they could help those in need during the
Covid-19 lockdown.
As a result we formed a collaboration between four different ACP
missions to bring food and hygiene products to the refugees of
Paris and the homeless during the confinement period. The
Wednesday Sandwich Ministry teamed up with Serve the City to
deliver sandwiches to a third ACP mission, Petit Dej. Members of
the MOC Refugee Task Force also helped put together a plan that
was safe for all ACP volunteers, yet extremely effective.
The Wednesday Sandwich Ministry received approval from the church finance team to take their annual budget, usually
designated for making sandwiches at the church each Wednesday, and use it to reimburse volunteers who would purchase
food and prepare food items twice a week at their homes. The volunteers made all kinds of sandwiches, boiled eggs, baked
cookies, granola bars, and even created small packages of hygienic products: hand sanitizer, soap, and a mask. These items
were delivered to four locations in different parts of Paris.
Serve the City then picked up the items each Tuesday and Friday morning. The items were delivered to Petit Dej each week,
which was working under the supervision of the French government to offer a soup kitchen. Volunteers wore masks, gloves,
and protective clothing to serve these items on a weekly basis to refugees and homeless in the 19 th arrondissement.
Once Paris came out of the Covid-19 lockdown in mid-June, we ended the program, after successfully feeding over 400
refugees and homeless in Paris per week ...a true “mission accomplished.”
I personally have never been more proud to see the ACP missions working together, and to watch the courageous and
generous volunteers at ACP who were following Christian principles of helping others in need, in such a difficult time. In
addition, the program would have never been successful if it wasn’t for the help of all the donors who gave their stewardship
donations to support ACP missions.
Whether In a time of pandemic crisis in Paris, or in the
winter when the ACP offers shelter, or our year-around
programs offered in French prisons, or international
programs for the marginalized in India, Ghana, Uganda
and Rwanda, the ACP is capable of delivering meaningful
and powerful programs that have direct results and
impact on different parts of the world.
Below are links to two videos that were created by the ACP
marketing team and Serve the City to help raise donations
for our missions.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1604036489749403
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1039322209802269

The Movie

Discussion Group

19h30, Thursday, 16 July
The movie discussion group is still meeting via Zoom, as not everyone is ready
yet to venture out to cinemas. With the help of (sometimes temporary) Netflix
subscriptions, we chose the following films for July:

Da 5 Bloods
Mudbound

Private Life
American Factory

Contact elainasaunt@gmail.com for the link to the Zoom invitation
and info on the August meeting.
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Mission Outreach to India
by Pascale Deforge
I am proud of ACP, which has chosen to continue its Mission programs despite the Covid-19 impact on our Church budget.
MOC was able to recently send the following donations to India:
A donation for the seminary fees for an Indian pastor who I met in my Indian Church last year in Pune, India.
Reverend Renison Christian is doing his Bachelor of Divinity Upgrade, studying for two years and followed by a Master’s in
theology in the field of counseling. ACP donated funds to the Union Biblical Seminary in Pune, which helped him with his
first-year fees.
Renison wrote: Big thanks to American Church in Paris for being so generous and kind,
and helping me out with your love and financial help. It means a lot to me and my
spiritual journey for equipping myself to serve the Lord. With heartful thanks and an
honest request is that, please do pray for me and for my family. Please pray for my
financial needs and sponsorship for my biblical study.
Please, let us pray that our Missions and Outreach Committee will be willing and able to
continue to send funds to the Pune seminary, to help fund next year’s study fees for Rev
Renison. May we follow God’s plan to help Indian Christian ministries flourish. Indian
Christians are now openly persecuted. Please pray with me for their safety.
A donation to Deep Griha Society, which is currently helping the poorest of its three slum centers’ population. Poor
Indians are completely confined in these “red zones” with no jobs and no income. The staff of the Deep Griha Society are
living in these communities and ACP donations help them as well by contributing to their salaries. Thanks be to ACP and
to God!

A young man in need of your prayers
Last year at Deep Griha, I met a young
Indian man who is now confined and alone
in one of these slums’ constraint areas.
Because of Covid-19, as many, he has no
more work, so no money, so no food! He
showed me his empty breakfast box…

him in April during the lockdown in Paris. By the
intermediary of friends and despite the lockdown, I
was able to quickly send him enough Indian rupees
to keep him fed for two months.

Ebenezer is 28. At the age of three, he was
abandoned by his parents and lived 12
years in a Christian orphanage in Goa. He
was then taken out by his grandmother so
he could care for her. That meant he had to
stop his schooling and start to work, which
he did courageously did. Unfortunately,
when his grandma fell ill, all his savings
went to an unsuccessful heart surgery, ultimately leaving
him alone and sad.
Thank God that I was inspired to take his email address
when I met him in August in Pune, and to get in touch with

As the lockdown is continuing and the pandemic
increasing in India, Ebenezer again needs money to
buy his food and to pay his bills. Would you be
willing to pray with me for the providence of God to
be multiplied for Ebenezer? If you feel inspired to
contribute, please visit the website https://
www.leetchi.com/c/aider-un-indien-pendant-lacovid-19.
May the will of God be done.
May ACP continue to bless others through its missions
May we all make a difference, at least for one of the least,
for EBENEZER who is so faithful and courageous.
In the name of Jesus , I pray.

“In Egypt, as part of the AICEME
conference, we stayed at Anafora,
a Coptic monastery and retreat
center in the desert, for a few
days of restful worship, prayers,
lectures, and discussions. The
name, Anafora, is the Coptic word
for the part of the Eucharist
liturgy meaning ‘lift up,’ as in:
‘Lift up your hearts. We lift them
up to the Lord.’”
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News from Rafiki Village
by Patti Lafage
Patti Lafage, ACP member since 2004, is in her ninth year as a missionary at
Rafiki Village children’s home, Kampala, Uganda, East Africa

Dear ACP Saints,
We at Rafiki have been in the same rocking boat as all the rest of the
world, though our boat is comfortable and far bigger than many.
Uganda is a notable exception in this pandemic. The government
closed all outside borders very quickly. School dismissal meant that
15 million students - nearly half of our total population - could be
effectively confined. All transportation was banned, except to
transport food and agricultural supplies. Only food shops remained
open. To date just over 1,000 Covid cases and no Covid-related
deaths have been confirmed. Preparation for an expected onslaught
of the virus is making headway.
The downside is total lack of income, and hunger for many. The
government and private donors have organized food relief to some
extent. Restrictions were gradually relaxed as masks became
available. Ugandans are, in my experience, remarkably stoic,
accepting God's will and remaining hopeful in even dire situations.
Life goes on!
How have we fared at Rafiki? We were notified of school closings on
20 March, then confined to our beautiful green campus a few days
later. We have plenty of food and
supplies; however, many of our 85
Rafiki resident orphans had been
scheduled to spend two weeks with
extended family or church host
families, so we prayerfully allowed
them to go. The families agreed to
keep our kids until school started up again. Schools are still closed
for the foreseeable future, but we did manage to have our children
come "home" to Rafiki by 14 June. We are thankful to God that they

are safe,
healthy, happy to have spent extended time
"outside" but also very happy to be back under
Rafiki's care.
The kids are well settled in the current normal. We
have extra sports, music and art activities and even
some free play time. A weekly homemade worship
service built around the ACP virtual one has been a
joy. Teachers are now allowed to come in (masked,
distancing), not to teach since schools are closed
but to tutor and write lesson material for
distribution. All the kids participate in farming,
groundskeeping, and meal serving as they have
always done. So their days are full.
My heart is in Uganda with Rafiki but physically
I'm back in Paris for a while. I was diagnosed three
weeks ago with early stage lung cancer (!?!?),
allowed to leave Uganda on an embassy
repatriation flight, and enrolled for tests and
treatment at Curie Institute. God's ways are indeed
unfathomable. Along with this surprising
challenge, He has given me the faith and strength
to carry on. Life goes on! I'm participating in some
of the ACP virtual activities, reuniting with friends
and meeting new ones. Praise God for Zoom and
the excellent work that goes into keeping the
church alive and well.

When Frequence Protestante, a Christian radio station in Paris, offered the ACP a slot on its program,
Pastor Scott jumped at this outreach opportunity. He asked the Communications Committee to make
it happen, and in February 2012 Genie Godula, journalist at France 24, kicked off our first show.
Carolyn Bouazouni was an early guest, discussing ACP’s prison ministry.

Faith Talk from Paris
ACP Today radio podcasts
Have you ever listened to ACP Today, the American Church in Paris’ radio show? Join us on the
first and third Mondays of each month at 20h45. Tune into 100.7 FM, Radio Fréquence
Protestante. The 45-minute program is an exciting and inspiring mix of music, interviews,
sermon highlights, and discussion on hot topics. Listen live online at http://
frequenceprotestante.com or tune in at your leisure via the ACP website, at www.acparis.org/ACPtoday, or the
ACP mobile app.
If you would like to contribute to the show, be sure to contact us at acptoday@acparis.org.
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Pilgrims’ progress:
Celebrating small miracles in the time of coronavirus
by Karen Albrecht
A dear friend had to cancel her plans to walk the Camino
de Santiago this Easter, just one of the countless casualties
of the Covid-19 crisis. I had walked part of the Camino in
2013, and have yearned ever since to
return. Pilgrims have been trudging
towards Santiago de Compostela in
northern Spain for centuries, starting
most famously from Saint-Jean-Piedde-Port in the Pyrénées, but also
from Paris.
In late May, when the one-hour and
one-kilometer limits imposed during
the lockdown were eased but foreign
travel remained a distant dream, she
and I decided to walk the Camino in the only way we
could: in our own backyard.
We began at the Tour Saint-Jacques, starting point of
Santiago-bound Parisians since the Middle Ages. There we
prayed for God to bless our journey, and trudged on off

down the rue Saint-Jacques, keeping our eyes peeled for
the scallop shells that symbolize Saint James and serve as
trail markers on the Camino, even in Paris.
Those walking the Camino often hear –
and invariably learn – that you are
where you are supposed to be, and you
will in fact get where you are going…
though none of it will unfold as you had
expected. It’s all about opening your
heart, lightening your load, and letting
God lead you to new experiences.
Even our 6-kilometer Camino de
Montrouge was no exception to this
rule. We ended at Saint-Jacques-leMajeur church in Montrouge, parched and footsore but
joyful, giving thanks for safe travels, new discoveries and
unexpected blessings.
Look for more about walking the "Camino de Montrouge" in
a future issue of the Spire.

A documentary about Rhoda Scott, the famous American jazz organist,
will be shown on Sunday 19 July at 10h on France 2. Rhoda was
married at the American Church and served on various church
committees. The program includes an interview of Rhoda conducted by
Fred Gramann, after which she plays the ACP organ.
Rhoda Scott, who plays organ without shoes and is known as "the
barefoot lady," is one of the greatest living soul jazz organists. Her
technical mastery and virtuosity combined with a perfect knowledge of the
sonic possibilities of the instrument make her a living legend of the
Hammond B3 organ.

A pastor's daughter in the USA, she learned to play organ in churches,
studying with Nadia Boulanger in Paris. She has performed with the
greats: Ray Charles, George Benson, Count Basie and Ella Fitzgerald.

The Heritage Society
The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU), our US partner in
ministry, has established endowment funds to help sustain our longterm ministry. Gifts from estates are a fundamental way these
endowments are funded. If you would like to participate in growing
these endowment funds, please contact the AFCU at
AFCUHeritage@AFCUBridge.org
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James Tissot:
Ambiguous
figure of
modernity
by Karen Marin
Depicter of dandies, fashionable ladies, and high society on both sides
of the English Channel, French painter James Tissot is the subject of
the Musée d’Orsay’s post-confinement reopening exhibit, James
Tissot, the Ambiguous Figure of Modernity. And what a delicious
exhibit it is! Whether the subjects are at a ball, idling in the park or
taking a river cruise, Tissot gives enough clues to tantalize without
revealing the context. His superb attention to detail concerning décor,
architecture, ornamentation, and fabrics (a nod to his family’s fashion
shop) serve to chronicle his times, allowing us to be the unseen fly on
the wall.

Following the tragic death in 1883 of his muse and
mistress, Kathleen Newton, Tissot returned to
France where he rediscovered his Catholic roots.
He illustrated the life of Christ in a series of 365
watercolors, including a very powerful piece,
What Our Lord Saw, Tissot’s rendering of what
Christ would have seen while suffering on the
cross. Although this ambitious project was

Tissot, who was passionate about all things English, made his debut in
the Paris Salon of 1859. His first works, mostly historical or literary in
theme, were not well received by the critics who felt he copied old
masters like Holbein and Durer, and didn’t show originality. This is
evident in the painting Faust and Marguerite, which depicts the
first meeting of the two characters from Goethe’s novel. Nevertheless,
the French government paid 5,000 francs for the painting, a nice
sum at the time, and Tissot’s career was launched.
Tissot must have taken the criticism to heart, however, because his
style changed radically in 1863 when he produced his first portrait, a
life-sized rendering called Portrait of Two Sisters. His change in
style was considered to be very English, recalling portraits made by
Gainsborough or Reynolds, and wealthy clients and aristocrats soon
commissioned their own portraits. His famous group portrait, Circle
of the Rue Royale, depicts 12 fashionably aloof gentlemen in an
outdoor arcade at a private club. What is the purpose of this
gathering? Why is there a crumpled newspaper on the ground? The
enigma of Tissot’s style seems to deliberately draw curiosity from the
viewer.
In 1871, Tissot fled the chaos of the Paris Commune and went to
London, where he was able to relaunch his career, and earn a good
income through his portrayals of the Victorian “see or be seen” world.
One series of paintings depicts female subjects in garden or parks,
near ponds, with golden
foliage, and boughs of
chestnut trees all forming an
outdoor boundary, and with a
marvelous mastery of color.
The painting The Letter
portrays an elegantly dressed
young woman, walking in the
park, tearing up a letter, the
pieces of which blow in the
wind around her. What did it
say? Who was it from? Who is the man in the park? The
Convalescent and Waiting are two more works that beg us to
ponder ambiguous narratives.

successful and brought him great fame, he was
simultaneously working on another concept that
he thought would reestablish his career on the
French scene: modern portrayals of the Parisian
woman caught on the boulevards, in the shops, at
private soirées and so on. The female subject is the
protagonist and the center of attention, strong and
in control. Alas, the French accused his works of
being too British!
Tissot, contrary to most of his peers, earned a
good living from his commissions, but surprisingly
his fame has been somewhat forgotten, while his
friends Edouard Manet and Edgar Degas are more
widely known. This exhibit highlights some of his
greatest pieces while also revealing lesser known,
experimental works that had special meaning to
the artist.
After the restrictions of confinement, it’s a
pleasure to be lost in frivolous fashion and flashing
back to a time where one could live mask-free.
Musée d’Orsay, through 13 September. Masks and
reservations required.
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Until we meet again...

Au revoir, Scott and Kim

