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Reflections
from

The Rev. Odette Lockwood-Stewart
Interim Senior Pastor
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their
losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live
and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.

‒ “In the Time of the Pandemic,” Catherine M. O’Meara
On 5 March Jim and I arrived in Paris. On Sunday we
worshipped at three of ACP’s services of worship and
attended an Atelier Concert in the afternoon. The next
week 60 people gathered as I led a Thurber Conversation,
“Towards a Theology of Re-turning,” on a socio-theology of
letting go. On 17 March we returned to California and the
confinement began. Now, six months further into a global
pandemic that has sickened 23 million brothers and sisters,
claimed the lives of 800,000, and taken the livelihoods of
many millions more, case numbers are rising in Paris.
Weariness, uncertainty, and the desire to re-turn to prepandemic grow daily.

We are learning, slowly, new ways of expressing love for God
and neighbor. And we need not wait until the dangers have
passed to join together again.

La rentrée, season of beginnings, for schools, work,
autumn, will be different this year. La rentrée will
launch a new year, new adventures in life and
learning, AND it will continue as a time of anxiety,
uncertainty, and isolation in the midst of challenges
to life, health, and economic well-being. I praise God
that the ACP is alive and thriving, because we have never
been more needed as a Beacon on the Seine.

May la rentrée 2020 be a call to prayer. Paying
attention to how new habits, rituals, sights, and
sounds every day may open our hearts to the
movement of the Spirit and to deeper relationship
with God and neighbor. Do we pause for gratitude
with every meal? Do we pray for each person with
whom we connect, whether by zoom, telephone, mail, email,
text or in person?

In March we passed the Peace of Christ by bumping
elbows, bowing, or gesturing distant hugs. It was strange.
We laughed awkwardly at new ways of being and doing,
limitations that respected the danger of the virus and
asymptomatic transmissions. Sometimes we embraced
anyway. We assumed the virus would end soon. But ACP’s
summer farewell to the Herrs after Scott’s 12 years of
ministry was nothing like anyone had imagined, planned,
or hoped. And yet it was beautiful. Now, returning from les

Before returning to Paris, I began serving as your Senior
Pastor from thousands of miles away. My first sermon was
filmed. ACP’s online worship has heard many voices of our
community reading scripture in their homes. We need not
wait until the danger has passed to create new ways to live.

We need not wait until the danger has passed
to create new ways to live.
vacances, plans and hopes are still uncertain, and cries for
re-turning, returning to familiar, comfortable patterns of
being Christian community grow even louder.

Recently, at a funeral held near ACP, a carefully physically
distanced congregation entered the sanctuary, and was
greeted by a smiling spiritual leader who said, “Now…, you
can take off your masks!” No doubt intended as a sign of
hospitality and loving greeting, I wonder how this greeting
was received by the most vulnerable persons in the room
and those who love them.

The threat from COVID-19 will end.
We do not know when or precisely how.
We do know that God is at work.
We know that this virus has revealed inequities and
vulnerabilities long denied.
And we know that we need to continue to learn ever new
ways to love God and neighbor… and self.

Christian worship is the heart of our life together. We gather
to glorify God in praise and prayer, in Word, song, and
silence. ACP can and does imagine, illumine, practice, and
share how bearing witness to the love of God
revealed in Jesus Christ in our liturgy is truly the work
of the people.
Let there be spaces in our togetherness;
Let us praise God by listening deeply to the voices and
instruments of others;
Let our silence, our not singing be a cry unto the Lord;
Let us voice our prayers together through masks that
enclose aerosols;
Let us pass the peace of Christ with ancient and new
gestures of grace;
…/… continued, next page
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Let us grow new prayer ministries and steep our daily
lives in prayer;
Let us offer financial gifts to God on website, app, by
mail, and bank transfer;
Let us offer ourselves in service to Christ’s church for
the first time;
Let us stretch, trying new ways to be together, to be in
communion, to serve others.
Let our hunger for communion be lamentations for the
loss of shared bread.
Let us break bread together where two or three are
gathered in Jesus’ name.
We can hold both the pain and possibility of these days
in hand and heart. Opening our hands in front of us
with palms facing upward, we offer our heart’s desires
and fears to God knowing Perfect Love casts out fear.
We offer our care-filled plans and then surrender our
plans to God’s will and way.
Beginning 6 September we plan to expand our live
worship to accommodate 200 persons still within
protocols for health and safety (13 September will be my
first Sunday preaching in the ACP pulpit as your
Senior Pastor).
Beginning 4 October we plan to begin a second worship
service. One traditional worship service and one
contemporary worship service, both giving glory to God
with traditional music and elements. There will be time
between services for sanitizing and air exchange in the
sanctuary. And ACP’s online worship will continue.

Throughout September ACP offers hybrid live/online
opportunities to grow in faith that you can read about
throughout this edition of the Spire, on our website and
app, and in a new weekly ACP email blast. Daily
inspiration, connection, and study resources for you and
for you to share with others.
More information is forthcoming. In the meanwhile… we
will make plans, offer them to God, and then remain
flexible, nimble and Spirit-led!
Today, I invite you to read, remember, and pray over ACP’s
Mission, Vision and Values.
Responding to God’s heart for the healing of the nations,
we shall be a house of prayer for all peoples3and seek the
shalom of the city into which God has sent us.

Click here for ACP’s Mission, Faith Statement, and Polity
https://acparis.org/welcome-34717/faith-statement33890
Grace and peace of Christ be with you.
Pastor Odette

6 September 14th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

20 September 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 16:2-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

13 September 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
Romans 14:1-12

27 September 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

4 ACP Spire, September 2020

Unknown possibilities
La rentrée in a season of change and transition

by the Reverends Jodi and Doug Fondell
Interim Associate Pastors
No doubt we've all been dealing with an overwhelming amount of
change in 2020. The corona virus has forced us all to live into new and
unforeseen realities...and it's been hard, frustrating, angering, and
exhausting to do so. It's fair to say that most of us have had to reinvent ourselves in one way or another, or at least significantly alter
our ways of doing and being in order to cope with life and to settle into
our new reality.

Other small group gatherings at ACP, such as
small group Bible studies, affinity groups,
discussion groups, and committee meetings
will be able to meet in person as they follow
Covid-19 protocols that have been established
not as rules, but as protocols that help us to
care for one another well.

Each of us is adjusting/transitioning/trying to figure out how to live
into what we could call “our new reality.” It's not much fun and it's
never easy to do so. We cry out, “God, just make it stop, I'm so tired of
all this change!”

There are still many questions and concerns
to be addressed as we move/transition into
the autumn season in a cautious and careful
manner. Similar to a caterpillar transforming
into a chrysalis only to emerge as a
butterfly, this could be our caterpillar/
chrysalis season.

Change and transition is never easy, but it can serve
a good purpose. When what was and no longer is
forces us to make a move or a decision, perhaps
many moves and decisions, it challenges us to flex
intellectual, emotional, and spiritual muscles we
didn't know we even had. The result is often growth,
new and exciting experiences, and a profound sense
that God has and will see us through it all.
Think about the times in your life when you have
grown the most. More than likely it's been those
seasons of life when change or transition came
bearing down on you- a move, a job change, an addition to the family,
a death, a personal triumph, or defeat, and the list goes on and on.
More than likely you can look back upon those seasons and say, “Wow,
did I ever learn and grow from that experience!” You had to work
hard, maneuver your way through the unknown and gut-wrenching
and fearful times before you experienced the positive outcome.
Robert Frost once said, “The best way out is always through.” This is
very true when it comes to dealing with change and transition. The
only way to grow in life’s transitions is to move through them ‒ both
personally and corporately as a church.
As the rentrée is upon us we will move through the season with
caution and care. Our ability to meet face to face/unmasked is still
unwise protocol. So we move on to plan B. Many of our Christian
Education and Community Life ministries in the foreseeable future
will be held via Zoom (online) or as a combination of Zoom and inperson (socially distanced) presence.
The Alpha course, Bloom, and a new adult educational experience
called The Enneagram Journey will be held exclusively online. We are
planning for our Ministry Fair and Thurber Conversations to feature
live and online possibilities. Our church family day retreat, scheduled
for 7 November, will hopefully be an in-house and in-person
experience. Please see the church website for the dates of all of these
gatherings.

We think of autumn 2020 at ACP as the
season of “unknown possibilities” ‒ a
season of hope! And we hope you will too.
God has a way of doing some of God's
best work in us and through us when we
find ourselves moving together through
the unknown placing our trust in God.
Jodi and I found that throughout the
spring and summer seasons, Psalm 139:7-10
served to bolster our confidence and hope in
God. It served to anchor us personally and
pastorally. Our hope for you is that you might
find this text to be an anchoring strength as
you maneuver the “unknown possibilities”
that await you ‒ personally and
interpersonally.
I can never escape from your Spirit!
I can never get away from
your presence!
If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I
go down to the grave, you are there.
If I ride the wings of the morning, if I
dwell by the farthest oceans, even there
your hand will guide me, and your
strength will support me.
‒ Psalm 139:7-10
It's the picture of a God who seeks us and
finds us, even if we're not looking to be found.
Surprise! He finds us even in the dark. God
…/… continued, next page
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will meet us in the darkness of our worst bouts of
depression or doubt. He will meet us in our moments of
profound weakness, lostness, alienation, and aloneness.
He will see us through it all. God's hand will lead us,
and His strength will support us.
May this assurance give us the hope we need to exercise
our emotional, mental, relational, and spiritual muscles
this autumn season.

We're looking forward to the “unknown possibilities”
that God has in store for us as we meet together via
Zoom or in person, knowing that God has a special way
of growing us during difficult times. We hope that in
the coming season you might join us as we seek to flex
intellectual, emotional, and spiritual muscles we didn't
even know we had. Let's learn and grow together
at ACP!
Yours in Christ,
Pastors Doug and Jodi Fondell

A Future with Hope
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope. ‒ Jeremiah 29:11
For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is
no hope at all. ‒ Romans 8: 24
Aaron Burden, Unshare

Virtual Thurber Conversation

Plans to give you hope: Looking back as we look forward
Tuesday 15 September at 19h30 via Zoom

by Pastor Jodi Fondell
Throughout the pandemic I'm sure most of us have worried about the future and felt a bit helpless.
I can only imagine that several of us have awakened with the profound question: What Does the
Future Hold? But then Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us that God knows the plan and it includes a future
filled with hope.
This Thurber Conversation will be an evening of storytelling and sharing. You'll hear people
from the ACP community share their experiences and reflections on this extraordinary season of
life that we are in. You will have a chance to break into small groups to discuss your own reflections
on where you felt God's hopeful presence, but also where God's promise to give us a future filled
with hope and not harm was also lacking for you. As we honestly share from own journeys we hope
to inspire and encourage one another to stay the course, to hold fast to God's promises, to fill our
lives with hope, and lean into the future that God has for us.

Register online at acparis.org. Once you have signed up, you will be provided with the Zoom link for
the evening.
God has told us that he knows the plans for us...plans that include a future filled with hope. Come
and be inspired to hold fast to this truth. Questions? Contact Pastor Jodi at
associatepastor@acparis.org
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How ACP Survived WWII
by Rose Marie Burke
The American Church in Paris is a survivor. One of its biggest tests came during
World War II, details of which have newly come to light in the form of an 82-page
memoir by the custodian at the time, Kazar Nergararian.
In the 1970s, Susan Aller, then an ACP member, was given a photocopy of the
original typed manuscript, which had since badly faded. She recently had the
manuscript retyped into a computer and formatted as a booklet, meant not only
as a parting gift to former Senior Pastor Scott Herr, but also as an addition to the
church’s records. And what a dramatic story it is!
As the Germans entered Paris in June 1940, most Americans fled, including
Senior Pastor Clayton E. Williams (who held that position from 1931 to 1962).
Organist Edmund Pendleton (music director from 1934 to 1975) filled the gap,
leading services and running the church. However, days after the Americans
joined the Allies in December 1941, he narrowly escaped arrest by the Germans
and fled to the south of France. Day-to-day care of the church fell into the hands
of Mr. Nergararian, custodian since 1929.
The church under occupation faced the dangers of being requisitioned by the
Germans for their own church services, of being looted, and of falling into
disrepair or ruin. Mr. Nergararian recounts the efforts of several key congregants
who prevented the worst, including himself.

26 August 1944: “There were no more
Germans around the Church, and it was a
happy moment when I unfolded a dozen
American and French flags to float proudly
on the tower and on the Church building." ‒
Kazar Nergararian, “The American Church in
Paris, 1940-1945.”

The church struggled to offer worship services every Sunday. Mr. Nergararian
particularly credits the efforts of “four devout old ladies,” who were “the only
regular worshipers till Liberation.” They “helped us greatly in being able to tell
and to prove to the German Embassy that our church is open and our worship
services continue.’’ With that argument, the Germans turned to a different church
to requisition. These women came despite some bitter cold winters, lack of public
transportation, and in all probability, hunger ‒ as there was little to eat in Paris
during the occupation.
The German army did, however, requisition the gymnasium and basement in
January 1942, turning it in into their own community center. Soon, the basement
was receiving more than 300 people daily from 7h to midnight ‒ except Sundays.
“Among those who bowled were generals and other high officers. They sang and
cried loudly. They drank champagne, cognac, and quantities of beer, and filled the
house with such unpleasant noises and the intolerable smell of liquor, cigarette
smoke, and perspiration that no nerve could resist.”
In August 1944, in the fight by the Allies to liberate Paris, ACP came extremely
close to being shelled by German tanks. Several hundred German soldiers had
taken positions in and around the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, not far from the
church. A detachment of the French Liberation Army, which stationed itself in
front of ACP, started firing on the Germans, who returned fire. Shells severely
damaged the building next door at No. 67. After that, the French tanks advanced
their position, sparing the church from anymore close calls.
Mr. Nergararian ends the memoir with these words: “We all have to be grateful to
God for His Blessing upon His people and His House.” That we should, but we
should also remember that a faithful, small group of people risked much to keep
the house open for worship and good works. It might even give us hope today.
We should also thank Susan Aller this gift of history. For those who would like to
read the account themselves, a copy of her transcript has been posted on the ACP
website under Welcome/History.

Archives of the American &
Foreign Christian Union (AFCU)
are held at the Presbyterian
Historical Society in Philadelphia.
Within these are papers from the
American Church in Paris (ACP).

Kazar Nergararian began work
as custodian at ACP in 1929,
possibly when the new building on
Quai d'Orsay opened. He died
in 1974.
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Pastor Scott’s farewell letter
23 July, 2020
Dear Council Members, Staff Colleagues and Members of the ACP,
Kim and I give thanks to God for the gift of these past twelve years of friendship and
service in ministry together. It has been one of the great privileges of my life to serve
with and among you as your Senior Pastor. Thank you for the generous farewell that
was given to us and the many thoughtful gifts you have showered upon us as we leave.
The e-mails, cards, food and drink, the kind words in reception lines and over a coffee
or meal in recent weeks, musical compositions, paintings, baptismal font(!), clothing,
prayers, walking sticks, photo art of the Christmas Eve service, Schaler etching and
Armington sketch, etc., will remind us always of our ACP family here in Paris.
We hold you in our hearts, especially through the coming months of transition, praying
for you and that Odette and Jim will be able to join the pastoral team soon. So many of
our plans for this transition time have been thwarted by the COVID-19, but we trust
that in the midst of it all, God is present and will bring some good. You know well that
nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
As the movers are packing up our worldly goods, I have no words to express our mixed
emotions of deep gratitude and grief as we prepare to move to our new church family,
The First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan, and so I will not try further (finally,
you’ve found a way to keep me quiet)! J The brief evening prayer from the old Celtic
Prayer Book will have to suffice:
What is done is done.
What is undone is undone.
Let it be.
Simple, elegant and wise advice for us all. Paradoxically, letting it be will prepare us all
for a new season of fruitful ministry and mission that we can’t even imagine now. We
pray that we all will be able to heed God’s word through the prophet Isaiah (43:18-19a),
“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
As is appropriate, we hope to see you again sooner than later. For now, as always, grace
and peace to you and much love.
In Christ,
Scott (and Kim) Herr
“For my house shall be a house of prayer for all people” (Isaiah 56.7).

With the restrictions of Covid-19, not
everyone was able to participate in one of
the services at which the ACP honored
Pastor Scott and his family.
At the service on 19 July, he was presented
with a picture of the stained glass baptismal
font that was sent directly to him in the US.
See: https://youtu.be/kH0dyKe_4_Y

At the service on 26 July the family was
presented with an amazing photo collage
and two walking sticks handcrafted
especially for Scott and Kim.
See: https://youtu.be/Q7xXjhT_ejE
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If you haven’t seen it yet, the
farewell video is a joyful
recording of all of the gifts that
ACP groups presented
individually to the Herr family:
https://youtu.be/5c-Bds-spH0

by David Van Cleve
If you cast your mind back to our congregational meeting
via Zoom in June, you'll perhaps remember that you, as a
congregation, voted for a slate of 11 people to serve as ACP's
Search Committee for our new, permanent senior pastor.
Together, we represent the diversity and richness of ACP:
the committee includes long-standing members who bring
decades of dedicated service to our community; newer
members who bring a fresh perspective; members who are
active in the various ministries of the church, like the
African Fellowship, the Filipino Fellowship, and Young
Adults; some of us are active in lay care, Alpha, or the
Men's Ministry.
All of us are honored to have a role to play in finding the
right leader to follow Pastor Scott after 12 years of
extraordinary ministry. Pastor Odette will guide us through
this transition, with the assistance of the rest of our
wonderful pastoral and lay staff.
Marie Grout and MaryClaire King are the committee’s cochairs, and will guide our efforts. My job, as the
communications guy, is to keep you up to speed with our
work throughout the process. We have already met as a
group and split into two sub-groups to review and redraft
two key documents, the job description, and a
congregational profile that describes the ACP and our
vibrant community. That work is happening now, with an
eye to completing initial drafts in the coming weeks.

What you may know already is that we expect our search to
take upwards of a year, although it's worth noting that the
Covid crisis may influence our process, and we’ve all
learned it’s hard to predict hard and fast deadlines. What
you may not know, however, is that we work collaboratively
with the American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU),
our "parent" organization made up of dedicated ACP alumni
in the United States. The AFCU works closely with our
church, as well as the American Church in Berlin and the
Vienna Community Church, and is in fact the employer of
our senior pastor.
We work hand-in-glove with the AFCU's search team, led
ably by Don Eppert, who is an ACP alumni and well known
to many of you. The AFCU plays a critical role early in the
search process, advertising ACP’s senior pastor position,
and then receiving and vetting the candidates. Naturally,
this is all done in close collaboration with our team, and our
colleague Valentina Lana plays an important role as
liaison with the AFCU. After they have narrowed the
applicant pool to a manageable size, our ACP team will go
into high gear and take over interviewing, vetting, and
prayerfully considering the selected candidates who wish to
lead our church into the future.
We look forward to a process that will be gathering steam
after the rentrée, and are confident that God is already at
work to bring the right person to lead ACP. More to come!

ACP’s senior pastor Search Team:
Marie Grout & MaryClaire King (co-chairs),
Rose Burke, Peter DeWit, Chris Kramme,
Valentina Lana, Gigi Oyog,
Tiana Ranaivoson, Solomon Sholesi,
David Van Cleve, Christopher Wobo

AFCU's Search Committee Team:
Don Eppert (chair),
Tina Blair, Jerry Burns, Lynda DeLuryea,
Gregg Foster, Jane Kendall, David Moore,
Jon Voskuill, Betty Ziemann

Sunday Worship at the ACP
Worship services currently take place in the Sanctuary
on Sundays at 11h.
Capacity is limited and seating is reserved because of Covid-19 protocols.

To register, please visit acparis.org/register.
These services are different from those before the pandemic,
but we hope are still honoring to God and inspiring to our congregation
and our extended community.
We will continue the Virtual Worship Services on acparis.org
for the foreseeable future.
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Men's Ministry at ACP
Thursday mornings from 7h30-8h30 in the ACP Theatre
Each Thursday a great group of guys who range in age from 25-75 gather
together in the church theatre at 7:30am to study the Bible, to invest in our
relationships to one another, and to pray for each other and the concerns that
are on our hearts.
In addition, at various times throughout the year we gather simply because we
like being together. It could be to hike, to play pétanque, to grill sausage, work
on a service project, or go on retreat. We simply want to get together because
we care about each other and long to support each other in our walk with God.
We'd love for new friends to join us on the journey.

Mission Outreach: India
by Pascale Deforge
Good news and exciting potential for Ebenezer — Praise the Lord!
First of all, many thanks to the 12 donors who contributed to the
crowdfunding for young Ebenezer (see July Spire page 24 and Leetchi
article, link below). Thanks also to my French friend in Pune who
advanced the needed rupees for Ebenezer’s food, utilities bills, and medical
fees (infection). Plus, an Indian friend who connects the dots each month
to regularly provide him with 5,000 rupees (~58 euros).
To those of you who communicated directly with Ebenezer, sending him
emails and beautiful pictures, know that it meant a lot for him, living alone
through lockdown.
It has been a difficult period for him. His family
exploited him with hard work and cooking duties.
They sometimes fed him but usually did not
provide for him even though they own grocery
stores. Sleep was difficult because of rats, the ants
that bit him during the night, and rain leaking on
to his bed. His days were tedious, and sadness
came back, so we spoke and prayed daily and I
sent him passages from The Little Prince.
Recently a childhood friend from Goa offered
Ebenezer the possibility to rent a room with him
in Pune. It happens to be near my Indian friend
who takes care of Ebenezer. So…now we have a
new challenge!
It seems that God is asking Ebenezer to let go of his grandmother’s slum
room as he has no money and no job. It is a second step: leaving the slum,
and freeing himself of family oppression and insanitary and insecure slum
conditions. Let us remember that the goal is for Ebenezer to go back to
school in order to find a decent job after his study.
Today, Ebenezer is trying to find a job but the Covid situation is making it
more difficult. Pune is the number one city in India with virus propagation.

On 18 August, 150 people in the city died. The
lockdown lasted six months and after only
two weeks of relief, it may be reinstated.

Deep Griha Society (my beloved NGO) is
trying its very best to get Ebenezer a job
which will earn him a decent salary and give
him some stability. Meanwhile, to help
Ebenezer escape his miserable life, we need to
very quickly raise 30,000 rupees (340 euros)
for the flat deposit and then each month find
5,250 rupees for his share of rent (60 euros)
until Ebenezer finds a job.

Could you please pray for him
and for all who will help Ebenezer?
Could you please consider a donation?
Thanks to my French friend who has again
agreed to give Indian rupees to Ebenezer, as
he is returning to Pune the first week of
September. Please pray that the owner
accepts to wait and, if you do plan to donate,
do it right now!
Here is the link to the crowdfunding: https://
www.leetchi.com/c/aider-un-indien-pendantla-covid-19
If you wish to donate on a monthly basis to
participate to the rent, please contact me at:
dgsmission@acparis.org and I will send you
the specific French bank account IBAN for
that.

Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.
‒ Hebrews 11:1
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Missions & Outreach update
by Tom Wilscam
ACP offers a number of ways to act as Christ’s missionaries in the world. These are some of them ‒ see the Missions page at ACParis.org
for more. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact ACPmissions@acparis.org.

Serve the City Paris (STCP)

Prison Ministries

Fear not Covid19! STCP continues its programs six days a week
with many active volunteers from the ACP. Our expat and
international volunteers participate in many interactive
workshops and monthly events. For the fall, please join us to
deliver food to refugees and the homeless, teach English and
French to refugees, participate in sports activities with refugees,
or work at a soup kitchen for the homeless. You may also like to
join one of our monthly integration events, attend a weekly
S.A.V.E (Service, Action Volunteer, Engage) Workshop, or join
P.A.I.R. (Program to Aid & Integrate Refugees).

The
Living
Truth
Foundation
Ministries, with our missionary in
Ghana since 2005, is now serving in
seven prisons in southern Ghana,
faithfully preaching and leading Bible
study classes. Here in Paris, ACP is
active in two women's prisons. ACP
members can pray for the prisoners,
and can participate in worship
services to translate sermons into
English for anglophone prisoners. ACP's Prison Chaplain leads
worship services for women inmates, and meets with the ladies
individually. We also help with their physical needs by donating
women's clothing (and baby clothes, too – thank you MOPS!) or
by donating colorful fabric for the ladies to make masks. ACP
children make Christmas cards for prisoners, and the knitting
group makes hats and scarves for cold weather. And we are
always looking for other good ideas!

Sandwich Ministry
Ashley Hafer hopes to start up
the Wednesday sandwich-making
at ACP again in September. The
logistics are pending Covid rules
on space. If there are tight
restrictions in Paris, it is possible
volunteers may be asked to make
sandwiches at home and deliver
them to the church one day a week. Stay tuned, as we love to
gather to make our great sandwiches, have fellowship and fun at
ACP, and know that Serve the City Paris has delights to deliver.

During 2019, several ACP members participated in pilot classes of
a Restorative Justice program being tested in the French prisons.
If the program is approved, volunteers will be needed to assist
with classes in prisons around Paris. Watch the Spire for updates.

Hope for Uganda
ACP Welcome Dinners
How do you make a difference in someone's life? We believers
have learned to say "through love"! But what does love look like?
Jesus taught that an effective way to transform a life was by
practicing hospitality. This is why we will restart our Welcome
Dinners (pending Covid restrictions) for the asylum-seeking and
refugee community in Paris, in partnership with the Jesuit
Refugee Service. Starting in October, we encourage our ACP
members and families to open their homes and tables to two,
three or four of our refugee guests for a night of food and on
many occasions, inspiring conversation.

Kabubu
The Kabubu team is hoping to be able to
start up the refugee basketball league in
the gym again in September. Monday
night at 20h we host basketball for the
young adult refugees, and ACP players of
all ages are invited to shoot baskets with
them each week. The logistics are
pending the church Covid rules on the
gym. If there are tight restrictions in
Paris, the MOC will help support Kabubu
with alternative (outside) locations.

This fall we will focus on
securing funds to provide
income for the women of
Suubi Teen MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) in Uganda, as
everyone was hit hard by
confinement. This season, the
women are creating baskets
from banana stalks, and creating dolls to be sold abroad, as well
as soap and face masks that will be handed out for free in the
slums of Kampala. We will be fundraising to cover the cost of
materials and the salaries of the women so they can pay rent,
buy food, and save money for any medical costs.

Love in a Box
Love in a Box will continue this season,
with Daniel Grout as the new Lay Leader.
Love in a Box is a way for each of us to
share the love of Christ for children who
are lonely and would love to receive a
special gift by Christmas. In October,
please remember to bring a box for
distribution.
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Wednesday Evening Learning at ACP

The Enneagram Journey
a 12-week spiritual growth adventure!
19h30-21h30 via Zoom
Every Wednesday evening beginning 9 September to 25 November

Join us via Zoom as we study the Enneagram- an ancient spiritual development tool developed
by the Christian desert fathers and mothers. The Enneagram unleashes the potential to
understand ourselves and others more fully- ie. what inspires us, what challenges us, what can
help us to build healthy relationship to others, what can nurture our personal and corporate walk
with God.
As we gather for the Enneagram Journey you will surely receive solid grounding in the basic
concepts of the Enneagram, but even more, we trust you'll discover spiritual growth and
transformation in surprising and wonderful ways. This is why we plan to make the journey
together; because transformation and spiritual development is most effective when it's done in
relation to others.
Each evening begins with a 45-minute video presentation focused on a particular aspect of the
Enneagram. Following the video presentation, there will be time for questions and clarification,
and then small group discussion focused on what we have heard and learned.
You will also be invited to spend time on your own throughout the course of each week to
reflect on your own personal identity as it relates to the Enneagram.

This journey requires a steady commitment to being a part of the group throughout the autumn
but it will surely yield invaluable fruit in your life as you grow to understand your true self, and
the true identity of others. (Please note, we cannot accommodate phone-in Zoom. Each
participant must have access to video feed.)
The Enneagram Journey will be hosted by Pastors Doug and Jodi. To register for the journey go
to acparis.org. Upon registration you will receive additional information via email that will
enable you to fully participate.

I Want to Join!
Membership Orientation at ACP
Thursday 24 September via Zoom, 19h30-21h
All who are interested in becoming a member at ACP are invited to sign up
for a Zoom Membership Orientation Meeting on Thursday
24 September from 19h30-21h.
In this casual/interactive Zoom meeting with your pastors, you'll learn
about the history, the vision, beliefs, values, and governance of ACP. You'll
get to know your pastors and some of the members of our lay care ministry team. You'll surely get to know some
of the people who share your interest in joining the church, and together we'll explore opportunities for
involvement that will enable you to serve, connect, and grow at ACP.

Please go to acparis.org to register for the Membership Orientation Meeting. Upon registering you will
receive a membership orientation packet prior to our meeting. Please note that registering for the membership
orientation meeting does not obligate you to become a member of ACP.
On Sunday 27 September all participants in the membership orientation meeting are invited to an in-person
(socially distanced) Meet and Greet at ACP following our 11h worship service. We will have a light lunch on
the terrace (weather permitting) and take some time to get to know one another better. ACP's reception of new
members is scheduled for Sunday 11 October, during our 11h service.
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What’s up in Paris
September 2020
School daze

Flights of fancy
Missing the romance
of air travel? Fly on
out to the air and
space museum in
the gorgeous Art
Deco terminal at
Le Bourget, and
time-travel from
© Alexandre Fernandes
the dawn of flight to Le Concorde. On the tarmac, an
Ariane rocket, a fire-fighting Canadair, and a
superjumbo Airbus A380. More in the mood for a
trip into futuristic fantasy? “Star Trek: First Contact
Experience” is your augmented-reality ticket to
helping the Starfleet defeat evil Borgs. Fasten
your seatbelts!
www.museeairespace.fr;
Star Trek: 15 September 2020 – 31 December 2021

Persecuted pioneer
After rubbing shoulders with
Picasso at Montmartre’s
Bateau Lavoir and studying
stained glass in Chartres,
German-born painter and
sculptor Otto Freundlich
(1878-1943) engaged in bold
experiments with shape,
composition and color that
prefigured the Abstract
movement. Pilloried by the Nazis as “degenerate art,”
Freundlich’s pioneering work landed him in Sobibor,
where he was executed the very day of his arrival.
The show opens, touchingly, with early works that
Freundlich repainted from memory after the Nazis
destroyed the originals.
Extended until 31 January, museedemontmartre.fr

by Karen Albrecht
Good things come in large packages

© Wolfgang Volz

The 2020 European
Heritage Days’ theme is
education, urging
schoolchildren to “look up!”
and appreciate their
surroundings. These days,
just being in a school
© Xaviers Richer et Gilles Trillard
building at all may be a
novel sight for some Parisian kids. But don’t miss the
chance to visit the Sorbonne, Lycée Voltaire, or
l’Institut de France, or grab a sneak peek at the
innovative new Philanthro-Lab in the former Faculté
de Médecine. Teachable moments aside, the opendoors weekend is a fun chance to peep inside the
sumptuous ministries, embassies, and other
institutions normally reserved for the congnoscenti.
19-20 September, journeesdupatrimoine.fr

Bulgarian-born artist Christo (1935-2020) cooked up evermore-audacious schemes to wrap objects, monuments, and
even islands. He wrapped the Pont Neuf in 1985, and his plan
to wrap the Arc de Triomphe, first imagined in 1962, was
finally to come to fruition this summer. That has been
postponed to 2021, but the Centre Pompidou has gone ahead
with its lively multimedia exploration of Christo’s early years
in Paris and his projects for the city.
Until 19 October, centrepompidou.fr

The show must go on
The Jazz à la Villette festival
is going forward, despite
some health restrictions.
Programming focuses
necessarily on French acts,
including legendary
© Thomas Freteur saxophonist Michel Portal.
Benefiting from its outdoor setting in the Parc Floral de Paris,
the Paris Jazz Festival is also going ahead, concluding with a
bang as swinging ethnomusicologist Ray Lema leads a spirited
celebration of all-time Congolese all-star Franco and his
OK Jazz ensemble.
4-13 September, jazzalavillette.com
Paris Jazz Festival to 2O September, festivalsduparcfloral.paris

Inner visions
“Yours is the vision and
yours is the eternal
connection between
things”: the title is a
mouthful, but it does
justice to the striking
photographs, videos, and
installations by 26 artists
from 18 countries in
Africa, Asia, and beyond.
© Musée du quai Branly – Jacques Chirac
Exploring the interplay
between inner states and outward appearances, between
observer and landscape, between colonizers and colonized,
their evocative visions radiate with deep – and sometimes
inconvenient – truths.
Until 1 November, quaibranly.fr
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Youth and Young Adults program
Fall 2020-2021

Out There: Together in One Place
For more information, contact Pastor Victor Greene, youthpastor@acparis.org

Fellowship Group picnic, Sunday 13 September
Before we know it, it will be autumn. Let’s meet together at a little park that has ping
pong tables, a table “foot,” a pétanque court, and a nice grassy area for a picnic.
Sunday 13 September 13h-16h
Square Albert-Schweitzer
10 Rue de l'Hôtel de Ville, Paris
Provided: plates, cups, cutlery, napkins and hand sanitizer. Located just in front of
the metro stop Line 7 Pont Marie, or it's a 2 minute walk from Metro 1, Saint Paul.

The Movie

Discussion Group

19h30, Thursday, 17 September
The movie discussion group is still meeting via Zoom, as not everyone is ready
yet to venture out to cinemas. See as many as you like, then join us by Zoom.

Mirage/Durante la Tormenta (2018), by Spanish director Oriol Paulo
Baahubali 1 (2015) & Baahubali 2 (2017), Indian epics by S.S Rajamouli
Eté 85 (2020), by François Ozon, in cinemas
Contact movies@acparis.org for the link to the Zoom invitation.
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Small miracles in the time of coronavirus
by Karen Albrecht
The impossibility of international travel during the Covid-19 crisis has brought many
disappointments, but also opportunities to discover nearby destinations with
new eyes.
When a dear friend’s plans to walk the Camino
de Santiago this spring with her son were dashed
by Covid-19, we decided to walk the Camino in
the only way we could: in our own back yard.
For centuries pilgrims have been trudging the
Camino de Santiago, also known as the way of
Saint James, seeking spiritual renewal and forgiveness of sins.
The 800-kilometer segment from Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port in
the French Pyrénées to Santiago de Compostela in Spain has
acquired immense popularity with modern-day pilgrims. But
ancient routes leading to Santiago run throughout Europe and
literally crisscross France – including Paris.
The Tour Saint-Jacques at Place du Châtelet has for
centuries been the starting point for Santiagobound pilgrims departing from Paris. And so it was
there that we convened, once the one-hour and one
kilometer limits of the initial Covid “confinement”
were eased, to walk our own half-day mini-Camino,
covering the five kilometers to Saint-Jacques-leMajeur church in suburban Montrouge.
What makes a pilgrim a pilgrim? We decided that the intention
to undertake a journey of spiritual discovery was every bit as
important as the sacred place we were heading towards. So we
began by sharing our intentions: reconnecting with God,
cultivating compassion and forgiveness, and scouting out the
natural beauty that abounds even in big cities. That’s a lot to
squeeze into 5 kilometers, but we were not disappointed.
We traipsed on down the Rue Saint-Jacques, thrilled when we
spotted the first gleaming scallop-shell marker embedded in the
Parisian pavement. Sea scallops (coquilles Saint-Jacques in
French) symbolize the Apostle James, who was a fisherman.
Stylized scallop shells mark the trail leading pilgrims to Santiago
– even in Paris – although here, as in Spain, one definitely needs
additional means of navigation. We made liberal use of Google
maps, and were glad for the chatty blog post that first sold us on
the idea of a Parisian pilgrimage (see the
link below).
We detoured to the medieval Saint-Julien
-le-Pauvre church and paid our respects
to Paris’s oldest tree, a black locust
planted in 1602 and still going strong. At
the Église Saint-Séverin, whose gothic
arches resemble a forest of graceful palm
trees, we found lilies blooming in the
adjoining cloister. And a most
providential toilet. We popped past the
Musée de Cluny, a medieval abbey built

atop second-century Roman baths. Part of the thrill of
the Camino, after all, is retracing paths trodden over
the millennia, where Christian heritage overlays far
older traditions.
Back on rue Saint-Jacques, the bronze markers led
straight to the 16th-century Saint-Jacques du Haut-Pas
church, where a passing nun cheerfully wished us “bon
Camino” (we were sporting the scallop-shell
pendants that identify Camino walkers). Inside we
ogled paintings and statues of Saint James and a
poster bearing a poignant pilgrim’s prayer.
Then it was off down rue du Faubourg-SaintJacques, where another passer-by recognized our
scallop pendants and pointed us to the Église Saint
Dominique, a delightful, byzantine-cum-art-deco
oasis we would otherwise have breezed right past.
Pilgrims who walk the Camino invariably learn —
sometimes in spite of themselves — that God will get
them wherever it is they are going, but things will
certainly not unfold as they had planned. “Everyone
walks their own Camino” is the saying you hear on the
trail. Letting go, embracing unexpected encounters,
and learning to trust providence are among the
Camino’s most valuable lessons, and our mini-Camino
was no exception.
As we entered Montrouge, a recent pilgrim raced up to
regale us with his Camino adventures, and even showed
us his tattoo: a miniature scallop shell. We took a
wrong turn in our final approach, ending up in an
utterly unexpected garden replete with luxuriant
blossoms tended by an industrious ladybug. The drab,
boxy concrete exterior of Saint-Jacques-Le-Majeur
church, rebuilt in the 1930s,
concealed a graceful interior
glowing with bright stained
glass incorporating bold
scallop-shell motifs.
We ended our journey longing
to continue our pilgrimage
further afield, when the time is
ripe. But also full of gratitude
for the small miracles that
populate the here and the now
when we are attuned to them.

See this blog for more info and tips: http://parisisinvisible.blogspot.com/2012/11/the-way-of-saint-james-through-paris.html
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Sanctuary Worship Volunteers Needed
ACP is committed to moving forward with in-sanctuary worship services as
Covid-19 protocols allow, and also providing a quality online experience for
those not able to return to church for live worship.
Volunteers are needed for each service to welcome and seat worshipers in a
safe and efficient manner. Training is available and the commitment is for
about 2.5 hours on a Sunday. Please do prayerfully consider how you could
help out as we continue to adjust to worshiping in new and different ways.
Interested? Please email connections@acparis.org.

21 Days of Prayer
An all-church prayer initiative
[Jesus] said to them, ‘When you pray, say: Father, hallowed
by your name. Your kingdom come. - Luke 11:2
Based on this scripture, 21 Days of Prayer is an opportunity
for our ACP family to come together, united in prayer, to lift up
those around us, in our city and our world. ACP will launch this
prayer initiative on 6 September and continue throughout the
month.
How does it work?
Set an alarm at 11h02 every day for 21 days. Wherever you
are, whether you’re at home, school, the office, or out and
about in the street, when your alarm goes off, stop and pray for
three people you would like to see explore faith in Jesus Christ,
“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done” here in France and your
home country.
With the next online Alpha Course starting on 1 October, this is
a fantastic opportunity to pray for people you know and who
you would love to see come to faith. And then let’s be open and
expectant to see how God will use us to share our faith with
them. One great (and very easy) way could be to invite them to
try Alpha!
Prayer is so important and is the real driving force behind our
Christian faith. As we seek to live out our mission to be a
beacon on the Seine, let’s make this September a prayerpowered rentrée by committing to praying together for
21 days…and let’s wait and see what amazing things God is
going to do!

Prayer Chain Team
Do you have a prayer request for our Prayer Team?
If so, please forward your prayer by email to prayerrequests@acparis.org.
Your prayer request will remain strictly private and confidential.
Prayer is powerful. We are here for you.

16 ACP Spire, September 2020

Alpha online: You’re invited!
by Lisa Prevett and MaryClaire King
After finishing our first ever Alpha course online during
lockdown, with guests joining us from Paris and beyond
(including India and the USA), Alpha at ACP is back on 1 October
for a new online course!
What is Alpha Online?
Alpha Online is exactly the same as a “normal” Alpha course…the
only difference is that you take part from the comfort of your
own home. Sessions take place online every Thursday night,
from 20h30 to 22h, and are conducted in both English and
French.
Over 11 weeks, you’ll get the opportunity to explore the basics of
the Christian faith, looking at topics such as Who is Jesus?, How
can I have faith?, How and why should I pray? and Does God
heal today?. Each session starts with a short video, followed by
small group discussions during which you can ask questions and
share some great conversations with other people.
Who is Alpha for?
Alpha is for everyone! Whether you’re new to the Christian faith or you’ve got questions and you’re looking for
answers, Alpha is for you! No question is too simple or too hostile, and there is no pressure, no follow-up, and
no charge. We’d particularly like to encourage regular members of ACP’s congregation to invite someone you
know to try Alpha. The Alpha course is a great introduction to the Christian faith, and if you’ve heard us talk
about it but never tried Alpha yourself, then why not invite someone you know and come along too?
Alpha Campus
This October, the Alpha team at ACP is also excited to be offering a second Alpha course geared for students.
Held online and in French, Alpha Campus is an opportunity for French-speaking students (18+) to meet online
and explore the meaning of life and faith. Alpha Campus will also take place on Thursday evenings, 20h30 to
22h, starting on 1 October.
How can I take part?
To take part in the October Alpha and Alpha Campus courses, all you need to do is register your interest by
sending an email to alpha@acparis.org. You’ll receive an email from the Alpha team shortly before the first
session on October 1 with all the information about how to connect.

Through Walls
ACP is excited to announce the soft launch of "Through Walls," an
anthology published by our members and wider community on the theme
of Welcoming the Stranger.
The Kindle version is available on Amazon France (just 3.56 euros), for
your summer reading pleasure! Otherwise, look for news about the official
launch this autumn.
For more information, email the ACP Writers Group.
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ACP Ministry Fair
Sunday 20 September
During this strange and uncertain time in our church,
city, and world, we do well to cling to the words from
Hebrews 13:8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and tomorrow.” For this we are ever thankful. It
is the active and abiding presence of Jesus that gave us
confidence throughout the confinement that while the
building is closed the church lives on.
#acpnotcancelled was a common hashtag as we sought
to figure out ways to continue being the church when
gathering as the church in the manner we had been
accustomed to was no longer possible.
While not under strict confinement anymore, we want
to ensure that ACP is a safe place for people and
therefore continue to follow the protocols set forth by
the government. This means we have to adjust the way
in which we do ministry but ministry is indeed
still happening!
In order for people to gain a greater sense of what's
happening in the life of our church, we will once again
have a ministry fair to celebrate all of the ministries

that are unfolding as the
rentrée takes place in
Paris once again. In order
to accommodate as many
people as possible, we
will have a live fair after
the worship service on September 20 for those able to
join for the morning worship service. It will be a bit
smaller than in past years to ensure we can follow the
guidelines but lots of great information about what's
happening and how people can get involved will
be available.
For those unable to join the in house worship service that
day, we will holding a Zoom coffee hour at 14h00 with a
focus on the Ministry Fair. See the website for how to get
linked to that zoom coffee hour.
We continue to give thanks to God for our church and
look forward to sharing what God is busy doing through
ACP. We hope you will attend the in-person fair or tune
in online.

Faith Talk from Paris
Tune in to ACP Today radio/podcast
Have you ever listened to ACP Today, the American Church in Paris’ radio show? Join
us on Mondays at 20h45 – this month on 7 and 21 September. The 45-minute
program is an exciting and inspiring mix of music, interviews, sermon highlights, and
discussion on hot topics.
Tune into 100.7 FM, Radio Fréquence Protestante. We broadcast especially for friends
who may be outside of the city, house-bound or who would simply like more devotional
time on a Monday evening. Don’t like the radio? Listen online at http://frequenceprotestante.com or tune in at
your leisure via the ACP website, at www.acparis.org/ACPtoday, or on the ACP mobile app.
On Monday 7 September, Monica Montoliu-Bassett hosts, with Interim Senior Pastor Odette LockwoodStewart. They will talk about her arrival at ACP and the challenges and opportunities she faces; they will
introduce ACP’s 2020 theme, A Future with Hope, and discuss the Ministry Fair and the Enneagram Journey.
On Monday 21 September, Amit Pieter hosts, with Associate Pastor Jodi Fondell. They will be discussing this
year’s Women’s Bible Study on women from the Old Testament, the launch of Alpha Online, and the challenges of
caring for children in the time of Covid.
Friends, visitors, members: What better way to keep in touch with the ACP family and learn about the latest ACP
news? If you want to catch up, find all our shows available for re-listening on the ACP website. Faith Talk from
Paris, live from the American Church in Paris.
If you have any questions, comments, ideas or would like to contribute to the show, be sure to contact us at
acptoday@acparis.org.
ACP Today is looking for volunteers to help host the radio show once every two months. Interested in
promoting ACP Faith Talk from Paris on the airways? Contact Alison Benney at Spire@acparis.org.
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ACP Youth Music Program
by Sara Barton, Youth & Children Music Director
Greetings! I hope that you had a wonderful summer. With what promises to be an unusual start to
the school year, here are the plans for the Youth Music program. Because we are not able to
rehearse in person (yet!) the ACP children’s choirs will continue via virtual choir rehearsals (sent as
private YouTube video links) and Zoom rehearsals as follows:
Wednesday 9 September: virtual choir rehearsal sent to watch online
Wednesday 16 September: 14h00 Zoom choir rehearsal
Wednesday 23 September: virtual choir rehearsal sent to watch online
Wednesday 30 September: 14h00 Zoom choir rehearsal
Wednesday 7 October: virtual choir rehearsal sent to watch online
Wednesday 14 October: 14h00 Zoom choir rehearsal and recording for ACP virtual worship service!
Children of all ages are welcome! Whether you have
participated in ACP choirs for years, or are new to singing, you
have a home here- come and join us.
Depending on the age distribution, we may create two groups for
the Zoom rehearsals. Because we are not able to plan for live
rehearsals until further notice, I have been exploring different
options (remote recordings, options for outdoor rehearsals,
meeting with individuals to record, use of apps to sing ‘together’
etc).
I am always on the lookout for children who would like to make
videos of sacred anthems for the ACP virtual worship services, and
to sing solos during group anthems- please let me know if you are
interested.
If you would like to participate, please be sure to
contact ymusic@acparis.org so that you may be included
on the mailing list.

Notes
Please
note
that
during
our Zoom sessions, each child will need to
keep their microphone turned off for the
majority of the rehearsal as there are time
delays that make rehearsing together
virtually a bit difficult.
For our Zoom recording on 14
October, children should wear brightly
colored shirts. I will explain how we will
record on the day. We will perform “Give
me oil in my lamp.”
A cappella app: an app that allows
musicians to collaborate remotely. The
only catch is you need an iPhone.

Children’s Bible Study
by Allison Wheeler
Biblical literacy for a lifetime of growth in faith through scripture
We will be continuing our Children’s Bible Study this year, starting in
September. This year we are offering a virtual monthly Bible study for all
children seven and older, meeting concurrently with our monthly women's
Bible study. This year we will spend the year walking together through
the Lord's Prayer. Our first meeting will be on 27 September at 12h15.
You can register your child here online at https://
acparis.churchcenter.com/people/forms/165034

Credit: UMC Discipleship Ministries
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Women's Monthly Sunday Fellowship
One Sunday a month, 17h-18h30
Join us via Zoom (for the moment) for a time of fellowship;
meeting other women, and listening to a testimony or
presentation that offers words of encouragement, insight, or
points of reflection for our daily walk with Jesus. All women
are welcome.
Sunday 13 September, 17h:
Caroline Bouazouni will speak of her calling to the Prison
Ministry and how she pivoted her life to follow it. She will also
speak about the Prison Ministry today, even in challenging
times, and her vision for the future.
For more information, and to get the Zoom link, write to:
women.acparis@gmail.com

The
Heritage
Society

The American and Foreign Christian
Union (AFCU), our US partner in
ministry,
has
established
endowment funds to help sustain
our long-term ministry. Gifts from
estates are a fundamental way these
endowments are funded. If you
would like to participate in growing
these endowment funds, please
contact
the
AFCU
at
AFCUHeritage@AFCUBridge.org
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NEW DATE!
SATURDAY
14 NOVEMBER
12H-17H

Don’t just survive, thrive in Paris!
Bloom Where You’re Planted: This well-known resource handbook is chock-full of
information on how to make the most out of living in Paris, and is available in either
paperback or as an e-book. It is now possible to order a paperback copy of Bloom
Where You’re Planted online, for shipment anywhere in the world, via the ACP
website (see acparis.org/handbook).
The price is €25 if purchased in person at the American Church in Paris. If ordered
online via acparis.org, the price including postage and handling is €30 (for France) or
$35 (for the US). The e-book, available on Amazon.com or Amazon.fr in Kindle
format, costs €9.99 / $11.42 (at time of printing).

Threaded Together
Families staying safely connected while physically apart

by Allison Wheeler, Children’s Ministry Director
When it feels like everything is
unraveling, we trust in God to
thread us together more tightly
with Him and with one another.
During these days where we
cannot safely experience the joy
of being all together in person,
our Threaded Together
initiative offers different ways for us to stay connected, and
for parents and children to experience support from church
staff, volunteers, and other families.
This year, we are offering family fellowship small groups, or
“braids.” These small groups provide the opportunity to
meaningfully connect with two or three other families from
the ACP community through monthly meetings (in-person,
or via zoom/skype/facetime etc., or through other means of
contact), more frequent casual check-ins, and through
consistently uplifting one another in prayer.
Because of the extraordinary nature of this period, and the
intergenerational nature of these small groups, these are

not typical dinner and Bible study small groups. While we
will be using Psalm 23 as a “thread” for your monthly
meetings, the focus is on connection with, and support for,
one another. I sincerely hope that you'll join us by
registering here: https://acparis.churchcenter.com/people/
forms/163391
We will also be publishing a weekly Threaded Together
blog, at https://threadedtogetheracp.blogspot.com, with
words of encouragement for parents.
I know that there are a lot of faithful, talented writers
among you. If you would be interested in and willing to
submit
a
post,
please
contact
me
at
childrensworship@acparis.org or sign up on the website at
acparis.org/threadedtogether.
We will also be hosting monthly all-family virtual
“playdates” (similar to ACP’s virtual coffee hour, but
specifically for families with children). Please keep an eye
on your inbox for our first date and time, and accompanying
zoom link.
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ACP on YouTube

The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. While many of us miss worshipping as
a congregation at church each Sunday, now you can actually go back and
attend a church service you missed! Not to mention reliving the fun of Fred
Gramann’s Accidental Docent tours or being able to watch again the lovely ACP
Symphony. You can binge watch and worship at https://www.youtube.com/c/
TheAmericanChurchinParis/videos

Don’t forget to download the ACP App! To see the Sunday bulletin:
1. launch the app;
2. click on “messages” at the bottom;

3. click on “bulletins” at the top.

Follow the American Church in Paris on social media
@AmChurchParis

/AmericanChurchParis

The Spire, American Church in Paris
Editor: Alison Benney, Spire@acparis.org
The Spire is published and distributed by the American Church in Paris on the first Sunday of each month,
in paper and online at acparis.org/spire, where archived copies can also be found. Ideas for articles and/or
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Pompeii and Mount Vesuvius
come to life
by Karen Marin
Pompeii has always been the stuff of legends: a prosperous
ancient Roman city destroyed by a devastating volcano
eruption in 79 AD that left everything buried under 4 to 6
meters of volcanic ash and pumice. And like Sleeping
Beauty, the city in all its splendor and activity remained
frozen in its ashen slumber until major excavations began in
the 19th century. This summer the Grand Palais hosts
Pompeii, an immersive exhibit that brings the drama to life
while shedding new light on daily life in the city.
By the time of the eruption, Pompeii had risen to
prominence as an important trade city in the Roman
Empire. It was a thriving metropolis with well-to-do citizens
who enjoyed a privileged life. Elegant villas lined the streets,
some of which were second homes for wealthy Romans.
Most people owned at least one slave, and in fact slaves
made up one-third of the population. The central forum in
the heart of the city was a meeting place for trade and
commerce. Citizens enjoyed regular
entertainment in theaters, the designs of which
remain unchanged to the present day.
The curators have recreated within the Grand
Palais, the city’s main street, a long
thoroughfare animated by projections of
ancient street scenes on the walls. We see
warriors in battle gear conversing together, a
woman out for a stroll, and what looks to be a
doctor’s consultation where the wife is
consoling her husband. We hear the street
sounds of carts and horses, the music of a
festival, birds chirping in a tranquil garden. Showcased
artifacts uncovered in excavations include sculpted marble
pillars found in gardens, a smattering of amulets and good
luck charms, daily grooming implements, musical
instruments and serving dishes and utensils.
Off the main street are four alcove spaces, called “domus.”
Each space holds 30 visitors at a time to experience different
aspects of Pompeii. Domus I shows the evolution of this
important port city through
images,
films,
3D
simulations
and
recreations. Domus II
focuses on the painstaking
work of the excavations
themselves. In Domus III a
short film takes the visitor

inside some of the
homes
recently
excavated in 20172018,
featuring
shaded courtyards,
extraordinary wall
paintings
and
intricate
floor
decorations.
Domus IV shows
off the magnificent
mosaics and wall
paintings which have miraculously been preserved.
Showcased at the end of the exhibit are the iconic casts of
bodies, the victims of the extreme thermal shock that
instantly killed so many in the city. The victims are captured
in the exact position they held when the fatal eruption
occurred, heartbreakingly evidenced by the
individual seated on the floor, with hands
clasped in front of his face.
The main draw of the exhibit is an augmented
reality eruption of Mount Vesuvius. A pseudoamphitheater invites visitors to become
spectators, with eyes drawn to a statue of Livia,
the wife of Emperor Augustus, framed by the
ominous volcano. Cracking noise warns of the
coming explosion as huge grey-black clouds
shoot out of Vesuvius. The clouds grow in size
and quickly cover the entire sky before the
rolling cloud and falling debris project out, falling over the
entire space as a virtual reality disaster. The show repeats
every 15 minutes so there is no chance of missing it.
This educational exhibit provides a fresh perspective into the
archaeological process, and a general introduction to
Pompeii and its stunning revelations of typical Roman life.
There is also a complementary cultural program with films,
lectures, and games.
Note: It is mandatory to pre-book online and to wear a mask
while inside the museum. The exhibit was more crowded
than social distancing would permit on the Friday afternoon
I visited, so I would advise to go early or late, midweek.
Grand Palais, Salon d’honneur entry off Avenue du Général
Eisenhower, thru 27 September 2020.

Note: The Grand Palais and the Palais de la Découverte will be closing for renovations from December
this year until March 2023, to modernize the facilities and prepare for the Olympic Games in 2024. A
temporary replacement building, le Grand Palais Ephémère, is being constructed on the far end of the
Champs de Mars, opening in January 2021, to host major art, fashion, and sports events. During the
Olympics, these buildings will house competitions including judo, Tae Kwon Do, fencing, and wrestling.
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Out There: Together in One Place
For more information,
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