
 

ACP Spire, September 2014      

The American Church in Paris 

 

Spire 
The Beacon on the Seine 

September 2014 

The American Church in Paris 
www.acparis.org  65 quai dôOrsay, 75007  Paris  +331.40.62.05.00 

Bloom where youõre planted 
Page 11 



 

2    ACP Spire, September 2014 

 

 
 

 In this issue 

Thoughts from the Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 3 
 
Thurber Thursdays 4 

 
The rentr®e challenge, by Rev. Michelle Wahila 5 
 
Try a little contemporary, by Rev. Dan Haugh 7 
 
Happy new year, by Amit and Anne Pieter 8 
 
Come to the fair! by Camilla Radford-Furman 9 
 
Council retreat 10 
 
Bloom where youôre planted  

Discover France in a day, by Alison Benney 11 

In the kitchen with David Lebovitz, by Rebecca Brite 12 

 

Wedding day revisited, by Rev. Bruce Morgan 14 

ACP fall retreat 14 

How firm a foundation, by Lisa Prevett 15 

 
200th anniversary 

ACP history, by Alison Benney 16 

200th anniversary events 18 

La Madeleine, by Amit Pieter  19 

 
Meet the Young Adults, by Rev. Dan Haugh 21 

Contemporary Worship Service, by Natalie Raynal 22 

Three services, one Church, one God, by Tendayi O. Chirawu 23 

Meet Anastassia Sharpe, by Rev. Dan Haugh 24 

Prairie Home Companion cancelled 25 

 
ACP missions, by Carolyn Bouazouni   

Mission Outreach Committee  26 

Local missions 27 

Global missions 28 

 
August calendar  30 

 

On the cover:  

Photo by Quai-Marcel Grunert 
Taken from inside the courtyard 

Note: Thanks to Jonathan Russell for the photos of the 
staff and of Still Point. 



 

 ACP Spire, September 2014    3 

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP, 
 
By the time you read this, la rentr®e will be upon us and weôll 
be back together after summer vacations, travels, weddings, 
funerals, family time away, or at least a change of pace here in 
the City of Light. For those of you who have never 
experienced it, la rentr®e is a uniquely Parisian phenomenon, 
at least in its intensity, as hordes seem to return overnight and 
the city comes frenetically alive like some giant ant hill that 
somebody stepped on!  

Part of the fun of Church Family getting back together (as 
opposed to the crazy traffic and snippy attitudes from all the 
Parisians getting back together!) is sharing the stories of what 
happened to us while we were apart. Itôs an opportunity to 
play what we as a family enjoy when weôre around the dinner 
table: ñhigh lights - low lights.ò As family, as brothers and 
sisters in Christ, weôll talk about the vacation destinations we 
enjoyed, or the guests we welcomed, the kids we sent off to 
school, the parents or grandparents or friends that we visited, 
the weddings we attended, and sadly, those loved ones to 
whom we bid farewell as they journeyed to that other far 

distant shoreé Weôll hear stories about mission trips to 
Bulgaria and Ghana, Vacation Bible School and Young 
Artistsô Week. 

One of my favorite storytellers in the world is Garrison 
Keillor. I love settling into a big comfortable chair to listen to 
him begin by saying, "Well, it's been a quiet week in Lake 
Wobegon, Minnesota, my hometown, out there on the edge of 
the prairieé" and spin tales of the folks at places like Ralphôs 
Pretty Good Grocery, The Chatterbox Caf®, or Our Lady of 
Perpetual Responsibility Catholic Church and Lake Wobegon 
Lutheran Church. He always closes the story with his 
signature ending, ñThat's the news from Lake Wobegon, 
where all the women are strong, all the men are good looking, 
and all the children are above average." I smile just thinking 
about my old ñfriendò on the show, Pastor Inqvist, who got 
replaced by Pastor Liz. I think Iôve been enjoying A Prairie 
Home Companion for about 30 years. We are deeply 
disappointed that Garrison Keillor's illness required him to 
cancel his shows at the American Church this month, and pray 
that he will recover his health soon. 

Jesus was a first-class storyteller. He was always telling 
parables and turning a phrase. He was continuing a great 
rabbinic tradition. Our Scriptures are full of powerful stories. 
And the good news is that we are part of the unfolding gospel 
story of Godôs love that continues today! Have you ever 
thought of yourself as part of Godôs story? I love the 
Chronicles of Narnia, by C.S. Lewis, because the characters 
are stepping in and out of Aslanôs Land. Once youôve been 
there, everything is wonderfully changed. You are a different 
person and you know that you need to be with Aslan againé  

Part of our faith is reflecting on questions like: What stories 
define you and what stories is your life telling? What is the 
ñmeta-narrativeò that frames your life? What stories will be 
told about you? 

We are all storytellers. But we need to be prepared to tell our 
story, according to I Peter 3:15, ñAlways be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have.ò Yes, we need to learn to tell our own 
stories in light of the gospel story. I like what Hemingway 
writes in A Moveable Feast: "I would stand and look out over 
the roofs of Paris and think, 'Do not worry. You have always 
written before and you will write now. All you have to do is 
write one true sentence. Write the truest sentence that you 
know.' So finally I would write one true sentence, and then go 
on from there.ò The same goes for telling our story. Start with 
honesty! 

May I suggest that la rentr®e for you includes remembering 
that you are part of the never-ending story of Godôs 
redemptive grace and love. We are a people who must 
remember the stories of Godôs love and share that story with 
the world, so that realities like hope, joy, faith and love might 
come alive again in brilliant and creative ways. We are 
celebrating stories this year of our congregation that trace 
back 200 years and more!  

In addition to our worship narrative each week, I encourage 
you to join a Bible study to reflect more deeply on the ancient 
stories, or a small group to share the stories of your life with 
friends. Plan on being at church on 14 September for the 
Ministry Fair, where you can explore opportunities to receive 
or to give of yourself in service and support. 

Mark your calendar for the special 
Saturday worship service, 
ñCelebrate 200ò at the Madeleine 
church on 11 October at 15h30, 
when Mark Labberton, President of 
Fuller Theological Seminary, will 
be speaking. Learn more about how 
we believe God is calling us to 
write our future by signing up for 
the special ACP 160 tours of the building on 7 September and 
21 September. Thurber Thursdays will begin again, and of 
course there is always coffee fellowship, where we can share 
our lives with one another in varying degreesé Look for new 
people, especially our visitors, and invite them to tell some of 
their story! Just remember, we all are part of the story of 
Godôs love.  

I look forward to sharing many more stories of the Kingdom 
with you, even here in Parisé ñwhere all the women are 
strong, the men are good looking, and all the children are 
above average!ò 

In Christ,  

 

Thoughts from 

The Rev. Dr. Scott Herr 

Senior Pastor 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƳŜǘŀ-ƴŀǊǊŀǝǾŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ 
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{ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŦŜǿ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΦ  

²Ŝ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ά{ŀƭƻƴέ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŀǊǝǎǘǎΦ  

aǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ǇƻŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀǊǝǎǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

му {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

н hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

мс hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

Stop by the Bloom Where Youôre Planted table after lunch to sign up as a volunteer. 

We need helping hands and friendly faces for Reception, Greeters, Childrenôs Program, 

Food service and Set-Up/Decoration. Contact Shannon: bloom.volunteer@gmail.com  

Call for volunteers  

Thurber Thursdays  
ACP community gathering and growth time, open to all  

муƘол ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊōŜǊ wƻƻƳ 
όtƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻũǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ  
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅύ  
мфƘол - нмƘлл ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΣ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ϧ 

C.S. Lewis and the Crisis of  Science  
Thurber Thursday, 25 September  

5ǊΦ DǊŜƎ /ƻƻǘǎƻƴŀ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ Ƴƛƴƛǎπ

ǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ .ƛŘǿŜƭƭ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ /ƘƛŎƻΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ IŜ Ŏƻ-ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ {Ŏƛπ

Ŝƴǝǎǘǎ ƛƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŬƊƘ ōƻƻƪΣ /Φ {Φ [Ŝǿƛǎ ƛƴ /ǊƛǎƛǎΦ  

DǊŜƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ .Φ!Φ ƛƴ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǝǾŜ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ/Φ .ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅΣ ŀ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 

5ƛǾƛƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ tƘΦ5Φ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ŜǊƪŜƭŜȅΦ DǊŜƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ [ŀǳǊŀΣ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

/ƘƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 

ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ōƛƪŜΣ ǊŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻũŜŜΦ 

Dr. Greg Cootsona  
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The rentr®e challenge 

The Rev. Michelle Wahila 

Associate Pastor 

As summer is wrapping up and we move into the fall season, 
you can see (by the size of this Spire!) there are many 
wonderful things happening within this community of faith. 
My hope is that whether or not you are new to this community 
or have been here 30 years, that you will reflect upon the ways 
in which you ñengageò your faith, and perhaps try something 
new that will allow your faith to grow more in the next year.  

Why the explicit challenge? Simply put: Growing our 
relationship with God takes time and effort. Further, it may 
not come naturally to us to just be closer to God, to pray more, 
to serve differently, or to try something new that really 
stretches the comfort zone of our existing spiritual lives. Like 
any part of our lives we wish to nurture, we must consciously 
decide to cultivate our inner beings in order to grow.  

Iôm not talking about a ñfaith by worksò kind of mentality that 
asks parishioners to serve on every committee, participate in 
every Bible study and small group, or go on a certain number 
of mission trips this year in order to get good marks on their 

Christian report cards. I simply wish to encourage you to take 
the necessary ñspaceò to concentrate and nurture an area of 
your spiritual life you wish to develop.  

For me, such an exercise would be akin to my practice of 
running. First, I know that I will never be a ñgreatò runner. 
Letôs face it, Iôm not built like a great runner (or even an 
athlete for that matter!). When I run, itôs difficult. When I 
donôt run, itôs even more difficult. I easily feel out of shape 
and quickly lose fitness, reducing what was already ñslowò 
running to a crawl. There are periods in which I seem to fall 
into a good running routine and there are other weeks in which 
I fail miserably at even tying my sneakers. I will never qualify 
for a Boston marathon and I wonôt ever run a marathon in all 
50 US states.  

So, why bother? Partially I do it because it is hard. I began 
running because I wanted to pray for the Haitian women who 
walk hours a day just to secure clean water for their families. I 
began by running 10 seconds at a time, praying for those 
women as I ran (waddled!). Now, I waddle a little farther and 
a little longer, and I still pray. I have found spiritual ñspaceò in 
this part of my physical life that connects me deeply with 
God, the majesty of the outdoors, and to a community of other 
people crazy enough to enjoy long-distance running.  

Through this hard practice, I have grown. In the very same 
way, we can be challenged to grow spiritually through any 
number of activities offered at ACP.  

Have you ever attended a weekly Bible study? If not, consider 
challenging yourself to attend our Sunday morning Bible 
Study through the end of 2014. It meets every Sunday at 
10h00 in the catacombs. Itôs open to all, focuses on the 
lectionary readings that you will hear the following week in 
worship, and doesnôt require a reservation! Engaging the 
Word will nourish your soul, and the weekly discipline of 
ñshowing upò is one way to deepen your spiritual life. 

Have you ever interacted with someone who is homeless? If 
you havenôt, I assure you that this small conversation will 
expand your faith in large ways. Why not consider serving 
with our Homeless Breakfast or Sandwich ministry? Two 
Saturdays a month a group from ACP brings food to the 
hungry in the streets of Paris. Why not challenge yourself to 
see Jesus in the eyes of someone who is not at all like you? 

As you look through this monthôs edition of the Spire, I 
encourage you to think about what activities might challenge 
your faith to grow the most. What will challenge you? What 
will take your faith outside of its comfort zone the most? 
Whatever that is, why not take the leap and do it? The beauty 
of ACP is that we have a myriad of offerings ï mission, study/
education, worship, hospitality, etc. The list is almost endless! 
I guarantee there is something offered in which you could 
participate and grow with God.  

The best part of all of this is that ACP remains a community 
of faith. We are here to encourage one another. That may 
sometimes mean supporting our brothers and sisters to do 
something that is a little outside their comfort zones or to run 
the extra mile!  

So my last encouragement for this month is as follows: after 
you have flipped through the Spire cover to cover, after you 
have prayed and spent time with God pondering what ñthingò 
might engage your faith, share that ñthingò with someone else. 
If itôs going to be hard for you ï say it! If you are scared ï 
share it. We arenôt isolated members; we are the Body of 
Christ. We exist together and work together for the glory of 
the Kingdom.  

Bon courage! 

B®n®dictions, 

Michelle 

Dear friends, 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΣ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ŝǎǘŀōπ
ƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘΣ ŀōƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ нΥ с-т 

²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΚ 

Donôt miss the ministry fair! Sunday, 14 September, noon to 15h30  
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Originating in Left Bank studios in 1895, the Atelier Concert Series became part of 
the cultural activities at the American Church in Paris during the early 1930s. These 
concerts provide a performance opportunity in Paris for talented musicians of all 
nationalities. 

A different program is offered each Sunday evening at 17h00, September through 
November and January through June. There is no admission fee, but a free-will 
offering is taken at the door to support the series. For the schedule of upcoming 
concerts, see http://acparis.org  

Sunday Concert Series  
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Try a little contemporary  

The Rev. Dan Haugh 

Associate Pastor for  

Youth and Young Adult ministries 

In this monthôs edition of the Spire, you will read an 
article (see page 22) by Natalie Reynal on 
contemporary worship services. She brilliantly 
illustrates the historical foundation and theological 
framework of contemporary worship, as well as its 
similarities with and distinctiveness from traditional 
worship. 

With an eye on the changing demographics of 
churchgoers, and as a way to expand our outreach and 
evangelism, the American Church in Paris launched 
the contemporary worship service, over seven years 
ago. As with most new endeavors, we began with a core 
but committed group who shared the same vision.  

Thanks to a faithful and dedicated team of volunteers, 
gifted musicians and visionary leaders, the 
contemporary service congregation has grown each 
year. Countless hearts and lives have been touched by 

the lavish love of God experienced through worship, 
prayer, Scripture and preaching. With an average of 
over 300 attending each Sunday, God is actively 
engaged in bringing new people and families to ACP 
through this service. I personally would encourage you 
to come at least one Sunday to experience and 
encounter God in perhaps a new way.  

So what can you expect when you walk in at 13h30?  

The atmosphere certainly looks and sounds different 
than our morning worship services, although the 
sermon remains the same in all three services. The 
biggest visible difference is the screen in the sanctuary, 
which projects the lyrics for the worship 
songs, as well as the Scripture readings and 
visual aids for the sermons.  

The Still Point worship band, sometimes 
consisting of 10 members and all their band 
equipment, deliver melodic and stirring 
songs. You will notice a range of emotional 
responses in the congregation, from the 
raising of hands and dancing, to silent and 

contemplative meditation.  

You will also see Pastor Scott Herr wearing blue jeans! 
We truly believe in a ñcome as you areò approach to 
worship and therefore the pastors do not wear robes, 
but dress more casually. We also preach directly to the 
congregation, not from the pulpit but on the Sanctuary 
floor.  

The Apostle Paul reminds us that regardless of style of 
music we prefer or which specific worship service we 
attend, worship is about our lived response to God and 
unity in Christ. 

ñTherefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
Godôs mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to Godðthis is your true and proper 
worship.  

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: 
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each 
of you.  

For just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others.ò 

               - wƻƳŀƴǎ мнΥм-о 

In Christ, 

Dan Haugh 

Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƳŀƴȅΣ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴŜ ōƻŘȅΣ  

ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
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Happy new year 

By Amit and Anne Pieter 

{ǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀƛǊŜ 
нт-ну {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ммƘ-мфΦлл 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎΚ {ǘƻǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƛ ŘŜ [ƻƛǊŜ 

ŀǘ [ŀ ±ƛƭƭŜǧŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƻǿǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘǎΦ hǾŜǊ нрл 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘ 

ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎΣ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΣ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

tƭǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΗ 

vǳŀƛ ŘŜ ƭŀ [ƻƛǊŜΣ .ŀǎǎƛƴ ŘŜ ƭŀ ±ƛƭƭŜǧŜΣ мфǘƘ ŀǊǊ 

ǿǿǿΦŎǳƭǘǳǊŜŀǳǉǳŀƛΦŎƻƳ 

CŜǎǝǾŀƭ LƭŜ-ŘŜ-CǊŀƴŎŜ  
с {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ мн hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

YƛŎƪ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōȅ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎŀǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳŀƴǎƛƻƴǎΣ ōŀǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƎŜƴǊŜǎΤ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭΣ ƧŀȊȊ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΣ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ Ŧƻƭƪ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƭŜǎǉǳŜΦ   

/ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΥ ǿǿǿΦŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ-ƛŘŦΦŦǊκ 

 

DǊŀƴŘ CŜǳ ŘΩ!ǊǝŬŎŜ ŘŜ {ŀƛƴǘ-/ƭƻǳŘ  
моǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ нмƘ 

/ƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ 

ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎƘƻǿ ŀǧǊŀŎǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ноΣллл ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ 

tŀǊŎ {ŀƛƴǘ /ƭƻǳŘΦ  

LƴŦƻ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎΥ ǿǿǿΦƭŜ-ƎǊŀƴŘ-ŦŜǳΦŎƻƳ   

 

¢ŜŎƘƴƻ tŀǊŀŘŜ 
мо {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

ά[ƛōŜǊǘȅΣ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǊƘȅǘƘƳƛŎƛǘȅέ ς ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀǎ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ 

ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻ Ŧŀƴǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ нл 

ƅƻŀǘǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ мрл ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ 5Wǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ 

CǊŀƴŎŜΦ {ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ tƭŀŎŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ bŀǝƻƴΣ ƛǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ 

tƭŀŎŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ .ŀǎǝƭƭŜ ŀǘ мфƘΦLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ²ŜŜƪΦ 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǘŜŎƘƴƻǇŀǊŀŘŜΦŦǊ    
 

DŀǊŘŜ wŞǇǳōƭƛŎŀƛƴŜ 

нт-ну {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ фƘ-мфƘ 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 

hǇŜƴ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜ wŞǇǳōƭƛŎŀƛƴŜ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ±ƛƴŎŜƴƴŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƭŘ 
ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǊŀǎǎ ōŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ 
ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ DǳŀǊŘΦ 
9ǎǇƭŀƴŀŘŜ Řǳ ŎƘŃǘŜŀǳ ŘŜ ±ƛƴŎŜƴƴŜǎ 
ǿǿǿΦƎŜƴŘŀǊƳŜǊƛŜΦƛƴǘŜǊƛŜǳǊΦƎƻǳǾΦŦǊκƎŀǊŘŜ-ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƛƴŜκ  

 
[Ŝǎ WƻǳǊƴŞŜǎ Řǳ tŀǘǊƛƳƻƛƴŜ  
нл-нм {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

wŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻǳǊ ōŀŎƪǎǘŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƭƛƴ wƻǳƎŜΚ ! 

ǇŜŜƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭǳȄǳǊƛƻǳǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜ ŘŜ CǊŀƴŎŜΚ DŜǘ ƻƴ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŞŜǎ Řǳ tŀǘǊƛƳƻƛƴŜΦ 

¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

ƻũŜǊ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǿŀƭƪ-ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ 

ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ млƘ-мтƘΦ  
/ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ ǿǿǿΦƧƻǳǊƴŜŜǎŘǳǇŀǘǊƛƳƻƛƴŜΦŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦŦǊ 

 

CşǘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ DŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŜ  
нс-ну {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ 

CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛƴŜ ǘŀǎǝƴƎǎΣ ōŀƴǉǳŜǘǎΣ 

ǇƛŎƴƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ŬǊǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ 

ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ά¢ƻǳǎ ŀǳ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘέ ŦǊƻƳ мс-нн 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ ƻũŜǊ н-ŦƻǊ-м ƳŜŀƭǎΦ  

ǿǿǿΦŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜΦƎƻǳǾΦŦǊκŦŜǘŜ-ƎŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛŜκŀŎŎǳŜƛƭ 

 

bŜǿ ǘƻ CǊŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΚ !ǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ άƭŀ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜέΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ άƭŀ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜ ŘŜǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎέΦ 

[ƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴ 

ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ άōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέΣ ŀǎ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ [ŀ 

ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

.ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜ ǇƻƭƛǝǉǳŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻƭƛǝŎƛŀƴǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ 

ƴŜǿ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜΣ 

ƻǊ ǊŜƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜ ƭƛǧŜǊŀƛǊŜΥ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ 

ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǝŎǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ 

ƛƴ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ DƻƴŎƻǳǊǘΣ wŜƴŀǳŘƻǘ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ wŀŘƛƻ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǊŜƴǘǊŞŜέΣ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ мл ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ŀƊŜǊ н ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘŜǊΣ 

ǾŀŎŀǝƻƴ-ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΦ .ŜǧŜǊ ȅŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƛǘȅ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜ ς ƘŀǇǇȅ ƴŜǿ 

ȅŜŀǊΗ 

http://www.le-grand-feu.com/
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The Ministry Fair at ACP is one of those events that 
you just shouldnôt miss. No matter what.   

As you settle into the new routine that the rentr®e has 
brought before you, and you have filled in most of the family 

necessities into your calendar, you hopefully have planned for some ñmeò time and, hopefully for some 
ñGodò time in there too!  

With the busy-ness of the season, which honestly wonôt end till after Christmas, (donôt fool yourself now!), 
you must put that ñme timeò and ñtime for Godò to good and practical use. Work your available time 
smartly, and get the best bang for your buck, so to speak, for this Ministry Fair serves another great 
purpose, as the kick off to our stewardship campaign, where we encourage you to give and commit of your 
time and talent. 

Perhaps youôve been to one of our Ministry Fairs? If so, you know that you have the chance to peruse all the 
things that go on at ACP, and find that particular group or activity that calls to you, perhaps even pulls at 
your heartstrings. You know, that certain ñthingò that your involvement in would fill that feeling of longing 
to belong, or that way of contributing that you have been looking for. 

Members of the all the committees will be there to greet you and give you information about what they are 
up to, what is involved, what you can expect, what you will receive. Each committee and each mission is 
different with its own needs and gifts to offer, and it is the one time of the year that you can see it all in one 
place!  

For example, our Mission Outreach Committee will be at the fair, which represents both local and global 
missions. When coming up to Mission Outreach table, you will likely meet Carolyn Bouazouni or Paula 
Taquet, and be instantly welcomed and taken in by all the outreach projects that are going on. Perhaps you 
want to know more about going on the next Habitat for Humanity trip, or maybe to be helping in the 
Homeless Mission Lunch Project.  

Whatever project you find that touches your heart, your participation would be a blessing to so many. First 
of all, it will be a blessing to you, for when you give, you also receive, and then there is the blessing to those 
you are helping, and letôs not forget the blessing it is to those who are taking the lead in organizing the 
project. Really, we need all the help we can get!  

The other activities and groups you will find to tickle your interests are: 

Spending some of the precious time you have to spare doing the work of the Lord is a powerful energizer for 
oneôs soul. What a blessing it is to lend a thoughtful hand, or even to give a helpful suggestion that will help 

others, and moreover, what a great way to spend some quality ñmeò time at the same time you are giving 
time to serve God! It is the ultimate win-win, and a wonderful way to both give and receive! 

Bible Studies: On Sundays and during the week 

Communications: Spire- Radio show- announcements 

Building and Property Committee 

Childrenôs worship 

Christian education 

African and Filipino Fellowships 

Womenôs and Menôs ministries 

The Running group 

The Multicultural Couples group 

Wedding ministries 

Special events 

Baking and cooking 

Welcoming, greeting and ushering 

Young Adults, Young Professionals  

Youth ministries 

Music: Contemporary, traditional and youth 

Meditation and prayer groups 

Come to the fair! 
The ACP Ministry Fair  

Sunday, 14 September, noon to 15h30  

By Camilla Radford-Furman 
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Jean Chambers  

It is with great sadness that we inform you of the sudden death of Jean Chambers, on 
10 July, after being struck by a car in New York City.  

John and Jean Chambers were active members of the American Church of Paris 
congregation in the late 1980s and early 1990s. They went on to be great supporters of the 
Friends of the ACP; Jean edited the Friends newsletter for many years and John was the 
Treasurer. She taught Sunday school and was a choir mother at St. Michaelôs Church on 
99th street. Ms. Chambers also worked in the mid-1990s as a graphic artist at The New 
York Times. She will be missed by the American Church family and by her husband and 
18-year-old daughter, Maria.  

 

Laura Cootsona leads Council retreat 

Laura Cootsona has been called to equip people to know Godôs 
call in their lives and to move into that call. After graduating from 
UC Berkeley, her professional career in the non-profit sector took 
off in 1988 running a Volunteer Center connecting hundreds of 
individuals and groups with organizations seeking strategic help. 
From there she sought a masters degree in non-profit manage-
ment from University of San Francisco.  

Given that money is what fuels the nonprofit leadersô vi-
sion, Laura has focused fund development as her special niche 
and consulted with dozens of organizations over the last two dec-
ades training them to develop important life-time relationships 
with their supporters. Additionally, Laura helps organizations with 
strategic planning, board development and team building.  

Laura will work with the Council to to focus on aligning church 
priorities with committee priorities and equipping the Council 
members to be more intentional leaders of their teams. 

When she is not training or teaching, Laura enjoys time with her 
husband, Greg, and her two daughters (16 and 19), biking, hik-
ing, reading, swimming, and traveling. She has been an active 
adult education teacher for the last 20 years in the churches 
where she and Greg have served. 

The Church Council has a busy month ahead, including its annual all-day retreat on 27 September. 
This yearôs retreat will focus on Council committees and making the most of all the talented leaders 
and members of the program and administrative committees that make up the ACP Council. Laura 
Cootsona will be leading a workshop.   

Jim and Cynthia Craig  

Jim Craig, 79, of Naples, Florida, passed on to be with our Lord Wednesday 30 July. His wife, 
Cynthia, died shortly after, on 10 August. They had been married for 55 years. Jim Craig was a 
dedicated and very active member of the AFCU (American and Foreign Christian Union), 
serving as President for several years.  Jim was a top executive with PPG company in Paris as 
well as in the US.  He and Cindy moved from Pittsburgh to Naples, Florida after he 
retired.  Jim and Cindy have hosted AFCU meetings and their church has supported the 
AFCU.  

Jim provided excellent counsel to the AFCU Board and will be sorely missed by the American 
Church family and by their son Brett, daughter Julie Webster; and their four grandchildren. 
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Whatôs going on? Tune in: ACP Today 
Have you tuned in to ACP Today, the American Church in Parisô radio show yet? Join us 
on Mondays at 20h45 - this month on 1 and 15 September. The 45-minute program is an 
exciting and inspiring mix of music, interviews, sermon highlights, and discussion on hot 
topics.   

Weôre at 100.7 FM , Radio Fr®quence Protestante, and we broadcast especially for friends 
who may be housebound or who would simply like more devotional time on a Monday 
evening - and also for those who would like to listen in at their leisure via the website. 

What better way to keep in touch with the ACP family and learn about the latest ACP news? Plus, all our shows are 
downloaded within 48 hours to our website, at www.acparis.org/acptoday. Faith Talk from Paris - plug us in during 
your morning commutes. 

If you have any questions, comments, ideas or would like to contribute to the show, be sure to contact us at 
acptoday@acparis.org.   

Discover France in a Day: Bloom 
by Alison Benney 

Brand new in Paris? Those of us who have been here for 
a while remember the awkwardness, loneliness and 
frustration from moving to a new town and culture.  

But thereôs also the freshness and delight of discovering 
the City of Lights, and this yearôs lineup of speakers for 
Bloom Where Youôre Planted makes me wish I had once 
again just arrived. David Lebovitz, Peter Caine, and 

Melissa Dalton-Bradford: 
itôs a Whoôs Who of cross-
cultural professionals, 
providing guidance and 
tips at the annual 
orientation program at 
the American Church in 
Paris. What a pleasure to 
be in the audience as 
Pastor Scott Herr 
introduces them on 
Saturday 4 October. 

After lunch, participants 
focus on fun, family and 
function, with a selection 
of nine workshops. 
Topics include 
"Understanding schools 

in Paris", ñShopping like a Parisianò, "Cutting through 
red tape", and "Securing your financial future" (on taxes 
& real estate).  

The day ends, appropriately, with a "Wine Down", a fun 
and informal wine and cheese-tasting session in which 
participants exchange opinions, business cards and 
lunch dates.  

For over 40 years, Bloom Where Youôre Planted has 
illuminated French culture, with help from its info-
packed compendium, newly updated this year, that 
supplements the workshop 
with addresses and URLs. 
Mysteries are unveiled and 
every question is taken 
seriously, whether it touches 
on bakery etiquette, work 
visas, cuts of meat, or as 
basic as hooking up utilities. 
For those who have lived 
here for a while and are still 
unsure about which flour to 
use to bake cookies, or why 
school crossing guards wear 
white gloves, consider 
participating or volunteering, 
so that you too can pick up 
some tips. I will see you 
there! 

Bloom Where Youôre 
Planted, Saturday 4 October,  
9h-18h. To register, pick up a form at the Welcome Table 
in the Theater after church or register online at 
bloom.acparis.org. For more information see http://
bloom.acparis.org or to volunteer, email 
bloom.acparis@gmail.com.  

Donôt just surviveé Thrive! 

 

tŜǘŜǊ /ŀƛƴŜΣ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ-
²ŀƭƪǎΦŎƻƳΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΣ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ tŀǊƛǎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ ŀǊǘΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΦ 

aŜƭƛǎǎŀ 5ŀƭǘƻƴ-.ǊŀŘŦƻǊŘΣ 
ŀƪŀ άDƭƻōŀƭ aƻƳέΣ ƛǎ ŀ 
ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘΣ ŀ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΣ 
ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǝȊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ōƭƻƎƎŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ 
ŀ άǘƘƛǊŘ-ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
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When I started my website back in 1999, I never intended to focus on reci-

pes. It was meant to complement my cookbooks by providing additional 

information, stories, and a way to be in touch with readers. But then I 

moved to Paris. And as I shopped and hit the markets, I got so excited to 

share all the great things I was tasting and learning about that I couldnôt 

resist posting those recipes right after I made them. However, I soon real-

ized that I had to respond to an onslaught of recipe requests if I posted a 

snapshot of a basket of croissants or a gilded gateau Saint-Honor. I had ad-

mired in a bakery. 

(Unfortunately, recipes for fancy Parisian pastries cannot be condensed into 

140 characters, nor am I very good at tapping out instructions for rolling 

puff pastry while riding home on the metro using those itty bitty keys on my 

smartphone.) 

I also realized that no matter what I wrote about on my blog, the ingredients 

that were available in Birmingham werenôt necessarily available in Brisbane 

or Bangkok, and every recipe I posted would be followed by a number of 

requests for substitutions. I had to learn to cover every conceivable base 

when writing recipes for a global audience because something common in 

France or America, like olives or canned artichokes, might not be available 

in Fiji or Argentina. Not to mention folks have various food preferences, 

allergies, and likes and dislikes, such as my fear of squid, which scare the bejee-

zus out of me (so I understand them 100 percent). 

Fortunately I am pretty sure that anyone just about anywhere can make this recipe and thereôs certainly nothing scary 

about it. Olives are hardy souls and are available jarred or canned. I donôt think Iôve ever been to a country where almonds 

arenôt available. (But if you canôt get almonds, pistachios make a great substitute.) And basil is grown in greenhouses in 

places where the climate doesnôt welcome outdoor cultivation. So I think I covered everything and thereôs no excuse not to 

make thisðunless, of course, you donôt like olives, are allegic to nuts, or have an aversion to garlic. Then I canôt help you. 

Green olive, basil, and almond tapenade (tapenade dôolives vertes au basilic et aux amandes) 

Serves 6 to 8 

2 cups (260g) green olives, pitted 

1/3 cup (35g) whole untoasted almonds 

1 small clove garlic, peeled and minced 

11/2 tablespoons freshly squeezed lemon juice 

1 tablespoon capers, rinsed and squeezed dry 

 

1 Put the olives, almonds, garlic, lemon juice, and capers in the bowl of a food processor. (I donôt use a mortar and pestle 
for this because I like the slightly chunky bits of almonds in the finished tapenade.) 

2 Coarsely chop the basil leaves, add them to the processor, and pulse the machine a few times to start breaking them 
down. 

3 Add the olive oil and a sprinkle of salt. Pulse the food processor until the mixture forms a coarse paste, one that still has 
a little texture provided by the not-entirely-broken-down almonds. 

The tapenade will keep for up to 1 week in the refrigerator. 

Reprinted with permission from ñMy Paris Kitchenò by David Lebovitz, É 2014. Published by Ten Speed Press, an im-
print of Random House LLC.   

Green olive, basil, and almond tapenade  
Recipe from My Paris Kitchen by David Lebovitz 

9Ř !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ϭ нлмп  

1/2 cup (15g) loosely packed fresh basil leaves 

1/2 cup (125ml) olive oil 

Sea salt or kosher salt 
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One of Parisôs best-known food bloggers and cookbook 
writers is among the keynote speakers at this yearôs 
Bloom Where Youôre Planted program. 

David Lebovitz, an expat himself, knows what itôs like 
having to find the ingredients that make your cake rise 
just so or your stew taste like home. But heôs also 
become an expert at adapting to local ways, in the 
kitchen and out. 

This year Lebovitz is celebrating the tenth anniversary 
of his move from the US to Paris, and itôs surely no 
coincidence that he also has a new book out ï his 
seventh ï called My Paris Kitchen: Recipes and 
Stories. 

Originally from Connecticut, Lebovitz lived in the San 
Francisco Bay area for many years before making the 
move to Paris. He was best known there for the 
pastries he created at Chez Panisse, the celebrated 
Berkeley restaurant of Alice Waters. Mentored by its 
original pastry chef, Lindsey Shere, eventually he was 
named by the San Francisco Chronicle as one of the 
Bay Areaôs top five pastry chefs. 

In 1999, after more than a decade at Chez Panisse, he 
left to publish his first book, Room for Dessert, and 
started the website that, with the aid of new software, 
he would turn into a proper blog when he moved to 
Paris five years later. 

His fifth book, The Sweet Life in Paris (2009), tells the 

story of that move, the joys he found in Paris but also 
the troubles he had settling in (its subtitle, Delicious 
Adventures in the World's Most Glorious ï and 
Perplexing ï City, will ring a sympathetic chime for 
many expats here, as will one of the tags on his blog: 
ñWhiningò). 

As much memoir as cookbook, The Sweet Life was 
followed in 2012 by Ready for Dessert, largely a 
compilation of recipes from his first two dessert books, 
now out of print. Books three and four were The Great 
Book of Chocolate (2004) and The Perfect Scoop 
(2007). 

In addition to his blog, Lebovitz can be found on 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and the like. When 
social media, blogging, cookbook writing and travel 
permit, Lebovitz occasionally leads chocolate and 
gastronomy tours of Paris and Lausanne, Switzerland. 
None are scheduled for the moment, but watch his 
website, www.davidlebovitz.com, for updates. 

My Paris Kitchen (Ten Speed Press, April 8, 2014) 
and David Lebovitzôs other books in print can be found 
at many local English-language bookstores, as well as 
on the Amazon and Barnes & Noble websites.  

They will also be available for purchase and signing 
during Bloom Where Youôre Planted, at the 
American Church, 4 October. 

In the kitchen with 

David Lebovitz 
Chef, food blogger and cookbook author, 

speaks at Bloom Where Youôre Planted 

Saturday, 4 October  

 

By Rebecca Brite 

9Ř !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ϭ нлмп  
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Each time we finish a wedding ceremony at The American Church, 
we invite the bride and groom to sign the Wedding Blessing 
Register of The American Church in Paris, where their wedding 

blessing becomes a part of the churchôs permanent records. We also invite the couple to return to The American 
Church for a reunion whenever they return to Paris. Recently, one of those reunions took place. 

It was a Friday afternoon when a Japanese couple who had been married at The American Church 20 years ago 
appeared at the church for a reunion. Keiko, our new and able ACP Wedding 
Coordinator, welcomed them; and since she is obviously fluent in Japanese, she could 
converse with them easily.  

The first thing Keiko did was to secure the Blessing Register Book from 20 years ago, 
where she looked up the coupleôs wedding date and was able to show them their names 
in the churchôs records. That pleased them immensely.  

Then, by good fortune, Fred Gramann happened by, and greeted them and welcomed 
them back. But, in addition, Fred took the time to go to the organ console and play all 
of the music they would have heard in their wedding blessing ceremony 20 years ago.  

It was an emotional, tender time for the couple, and they were thrilled beyond words 
with their warm, welcoming reception after all these years. My thanks to Keiko and 
Fred for their extra effort in welcoming the happily married couple back to The 
American Church, and reminding them of what a special service we offer couples who 
are married here.  

We provide more than a wedding blessing. We provide Christian love and hospitality, 
and we offer encouragement to couples as they begin their marital journey. Our 
wedding ministry has a rich history, which we continue today as we provide both 
wedding blessings and vow renewals to couples from all corners of the world. 

Wedding day revisited 
By Bruce W. Morgan, Visiting Pastor 

Come and see God at work, and be blessed by a weekend with the ACP family in a beautiful wooded setting. Our fall 

retreat will take place at a Franciscan center, La Clart®-Dieu, 20km southwest of Paris. Open to all, there will be time for morning 

devotions, group sessions, worship together and plenty of time for Sabbath rest.  

Our guest speaker is Dr. Eric D. Barreto, Associate 

Professor of New Testament at the Luther 

Seminary. Dr. Barreto has received numerous 

academic honors. His most recent include the 

George W. Woodruff Fellowship, the Emory 

Minority Fellowship Grant, and several grants from 

the Hispanic Theological Initiative and the Fund for 

Theological Education. He is a member of the 

Society of Biblical Literature (SBL) and the National 

Association of Baptist Professors of Religion. He 

also published, "The Bible is Like ... or is It" in SBL 

Forum in January 2009 and presented a paper on 

the same topic in November 2007 at the SBL Annual Meeting in San 

Diego, Calif.  For more information or to sign up for the fall retreat, see the ACP website, www.acparis.org 

ACP fall retreat  
31 Oct - 2 Nov, at La Clart®-Dieu 

 We provide more than a wedding blessing. We provide 

Christian love and hospitality. 
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A, Z = Youth Mission Trip;  

B, S = Destiny RyalesðECTF;  

C, C2 = Kingôs Garden;  

D, P = Patti LafageðRafiki; 

E, V = Deep Griha; 

F, R = Anna CobbinahðTLTF; 

G = Mitten Tree; 

H = Foyer de Grenelle; 

J = Homeless MinistryðSandwich; 

K, X, B2 = Marche de Noel 

L = Love in a Box; 

M = Tiffany Musica; 

N, Y = Friday Mission Lunch; 

Q = JoAnn NealðRafiki; 

T, V = Michael BeemanðTearfund UK; 

W = Habitat for Humanity;  

A2 = Homeless MinistryðBreakfast; 

D2 = Cameroonian Presb. Church 

hǳǊ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ ŦƻǊ IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ мл Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ YƻǎǝƴōǊƻŘΣ .ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΣ ŀƊŜǊ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ [ƛǎŀ tǊŜǾŜǧ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΦ   

 

The trip was fantastic! We did a lot of digging to prepare the site 
for the foundations of the fourth house, put up a fence to keep the 
children in house one safe from the work site, helped build a shed 
where we worked on the rebar, and then we did a lot of rebar  work 
(making the metal cage supports that get filled with concrete and 
put into the foundations, walls and roof of the houseé i.e. itôs the 
bit that helps stop the house from falling down!).  

The girls even unloaded the three tons of metal bar that was 
needed for the rebar and categorized it all before starting the rebar 
work. Some of the team also helped with masonry on the third 
house (building some of the walls!) and laying the concrete floor in 
the second house. Kai was team leader, with Yinka stepping in at 
the end of the week when a couple of the team (including Kai) had 
to leave early to come back to Paris for work reasons. 

We met a couple of the families and even learned random 
Bulgarian words with Mario, one of the children living in the first 
house that had been finished just before we arrived. 

 It was really a wonderful tripéfull of joy, singing and hard work! 
And apart from one day which was ridiculously muddy after it had 
rained all night (but we still braved it and went to work anyway, 

which surprised the Habitat staff!) we were 
blessed with lovely sunny weather! 

While people may never see the rebar that we 
worked on by just looking at the house, ACPôs 
love and prayers are in the very foundations of 
the building and the whole team felt blessed to 
have had the opportunity to put our faith into 
action and serve these families in Bulgaria. 

How firm a foundation 

Mission Outreach Committee, quiz answers (see page 26) 
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After the war ended, the American 

Church in Paris welcomed back not 

only its pastor, Reverend Clayton 

Williams, and returning members, but 

also American soldiers. A US military 

chaplain was assigned to the staff for 

five years, and in 1951 the ACP 

installed 50 bunk beds in the theater 

for service men on leave or in transit. 

With our gym, bowling alley, dressing rooms and 

showers, it was quite a comfortable hotel, hosting 3-

4,000 service men each week, according to Ruth 

Dixonôs account in A Church on the Seine. 

However, the cultural turbulence in the 1950s - the 

cold war, the McCarthy era and the civil rights 

movement - reverberated also in the Paris expat 

community. Until 1962, post-grad American students 

met at the church on Tuesday evenings, for dinner and 

discussions about current affairs with political 

leaders; these included author and civil rights activist 

Richard Wright, French cabinet minister Edmond 

Michelet and Russian revolutionary leader Alexander 

Kerenski. A more light-hearted dinner group for 

young people, Pairs and Spares, was privileged to 

occasionally host columnist Art Buchwald.  

Thanks to a change in the ACP constitution under 

Rev. Williams, women began to work on the churchôs 

governing boards. One of the first to serve on the 

churchôs Prudential Committee (now the Church 

Council), was Mrs. Robbin Strong, whose husband 

worked for the International YMCA.  

In 1954, the first Alcoholics Anonymous group in 

France met at the church, and a year later, created an 

official English-speaking group. The French AA group 

was formed in 1961 under the name ñGroupe Quai 

dôOrsayò, sponsored by the original ACP members. 

Today both groups still meet almost daily at the 

church.  

Civil rights activist and author Richard Wright created 

an association called the Franco-American Fellowship, 

This year marks the 200th anniversary of English-language worship in Paris. Each month we will 
tell the history in 20 to 25-year increments, from the point of view of the American Church in Paris, 
the first established American church overseas. This month: 1945-1962. By Alison Benney 

History in context 

мфпр - ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

мфпр - CƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ό9bL!/ύ 

мфпс - ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ϦLǊƻƴ /ǳǊǘŀƛƴϦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ 

мфпт - aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ 

мфпт - 5ŜŀŘ {Ŝŀ {ŎǊƻƭƭǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

мфпт - tƻƭŀǊƻƛŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ 

мфпу - Ϧ.ƛƎ .ŀƴƎϦ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ 

мфпу - DŀƴŘƘƛ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘŜŘ 

мфпу - tƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ōŜƎǳƴ 

мфпу - {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

мфпф - DŜƻǊƎŜ hǊǿŜƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ bƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ 9ƛƎƘǘ-CƻǳǊ 

мфпф - {ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘƻƳƛŎ ōƻƳō 

мфрл - YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ŀǊ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 

мфрл - {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ aŎ/ŀǊǘƘȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ ǿƛǘŎƘ Ƙǳƴǘ 

мфрн - tƻƭƛƻ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 

мфро - 5b! ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

мфро - CƛǊǎǘ tƭŀȅōƻȅ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ 

мфрп - wŜǇƻǊǘ ǎŀȅǎ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǧŜǎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ 

мфрп - {ŜƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǊǳƭŜŘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴ ¦{ 

мфрр - aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘϥǎ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

мфрр - wƻǎŀ tŀǊƪǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǿƘƛǘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ ŀƴ ōǳǎ ƛƴ !ƭŀōŀƳŀΦ  IŜǊ 
ǎǘŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǝǾŀǘŜ aŀǊǝƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ 
YƛƴƎΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
мфсп /ƛǾƛƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ !Ŏǘ 

мфрс - 9ƭǾƛǎ ƎȅǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ 9Ř {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴϥǎ {Ƙƻǿ 

мфрт - ¦{{w ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǎ {Ǉǳǘƴƛƪ ƛƴǘƻ 9ŀǊǘƘ ƻǊōƛǘ 

мфрт - {ƛȄ ƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΣ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
/ƻƳƳƻƴ aŀǊƪŜǘ 

мфру - [9Dh ¢ƻȅ .ǊƛŎƪǎ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

мфру - b!{! CƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

мфсл - WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ¦{ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

мфсл - !ƭŦǊŜŘ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪϥǎ tǎȅŎƘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 

мфсл - ¢ƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ Ǉƛƭƭ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ C5! 

мфсм - ¦{{w ŀǎǘǊƻƴŀǳǘ ¸ǳǊƛ DŀƎŀǊƛƴ ŬǊǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƻǊōƛǘǎ 
9ŀǊǘƘ  

мфсм - .ŜǊƭƛƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ǿŀƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 

мфсм - tŜŀŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ 

мфсн - ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ !/t  

мфсн - /ǳōŀƴ aƛǎǎƛƭŜ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ όƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǊ 
ƴŀǊǊƻǿƭȅ ŀǾŜǊǘŜŘύ 

мфсн - CƛǊǎǘ WŀƳŜǎ .ƻƴŘ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ 5ǊΦ bƻ  

/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǝƳŜǎ 
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to help fight racial discrimination here and at 

home, and held a number of meetings at the 

American Church. Easily said now, but then 

Wright warned the members that they ñwould 

have to make clear that they were not against 

America or the ideals of the Marshall Planò.  

One of Richard Wrightôs friends, Nobel prize-

winning author and philosopher Albert Camus, 

visited the American Church to hear the 

famous organist Marcel Dupr®. He struck up a friendship with the 

resident summer pastor, Howard Mumma, and according to 

Mummaôs memoirs, he and Camus engaged in a series of profound 

philosophical and spiritual discussions that lasted several years.  

Camus may have even attended the ACPôs 100th anniversary 

celebrations in 1957. Dr. Cochran returned (at 90 years old) to preach 

the centennial service on 22 September, a plaque was installed at the 

site of the first church building, at 21 rue de Berri, and a $50,000 

fund was raised to construct apartments and classrooms on the 4th 

floor of the church house. In memory of her husband Louis V. 

Twyeffort, whose familyôs ties to the church date back to 1857, Mrs. 

Josephine Twyeffort donated a new stained glass window, which was 

installed in the chapel. It depicts scenes from the birth and early life 

of Jesus (above). 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎ 

When Rev. Williams and his French wife, Fernande, left in 1962, he 
had been serving the church for 36 years, starting as the assistant 
pastor in 1926.  

One of the last but hardly least accomplishments of his pastorate was 

his role in the creation and hosting of the American College in 1962 

(now the American University). It was the brainchild of Lloyd 

DeLamater, an American on assignment with the Foreign Service, 

and his French wife, Marie. Their vision was to create an 

American college in Europe to serve the educational needs of 

the American expat community. This included service 

members living on military bases in Germany, NATO 

officials in France, diplomats, and businessmen living in 

Europe with their families. 

The American College in Paris was incorporated in the 

District of Columbia on 1 March 1962, and received authority 

from the French government to operate as a non-profit 

institution of higher learning.  

The college announced itself ready to do business in 1961, 

and Dr. DeLamater recalled: ñOnce the 

N.Y. Times article appearedémail arrived 

in such quantities at the 65 Quai dôOrsay 

(American Church Office) that to avoid 

inundating the Church secretaries I had to 

carry it home nightly by car. The mail was 

mostly from prospective faculty who 

imagined a life in romantic Paris.ò 

Today the American University of Paris is 

the oldest American institution of higher 

learning in Europe, with more than 16,000 

graduates in 142 countries. And although 

they no longer use the ACP for classrooms, 

our collaboration continues. 

Next month we explore the ô60s and a few 

good vibrations and inspiration from youth 

focused institutions. 

For more on the history of the American 

University, which recently celebrated its 50-

year anniversary, see http://50years.aup.edu/

foundingyears 

¢ƘŜ ¢ǿȅŜũƻǊǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ муртΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ 

ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ [ƻǳƛǎ ±Φ ¢ǿȅŜũƻǊǘΩǎ ǿƛŘƻǿ ƛƴ мфртΣ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ƛƴ 

ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƅƻƻǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊŜǎŎƻŜǎ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ 

ōȅ aƛǎǎ {ȅōƛƭ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ мфолΦ 

http://50years.aup.edu/foundingyears
http://50years.aup.edu/foundingyears
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200th Anniversary Service 

11 October at 15h30  

Eglise de la Madeleine  

All year we have been celebrating the 200th 

anniversary of English-language worship in Paris.  

On 11 October all the English-speaking places of 

worship in the Paris region will join for a special 

service at the Madeleine.  

The message will be given by Mark Labberton, 

President of Fuller Theological Seminary.  

There will be a 200-voice choir, six special vocal 

soloists, handbells, trumpet and organ.  

All are welcome!  

Eglise de la Madeleine, Place de la Madeleine, 

75008 Paris, m®tro: Madeleine.  

The ACP is privileged to host yet another big event this fall, when 
500 European pastors and church planters across Europe convene at 
the church from 28 - 30 October for the "Gospel within the City" 
conference.  

The event is organized by City to City Europe, which seeks to catalyze 
and serve a Europe-wide movement of leaders who create new 
churches, new ventures, and new expressions of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ for the common good.  

The event will feature the participation of Tim Keller, Senior Pastor of 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church of New York City, and bestselling 
author.  

If you have questions about the conference or would like to volunteer, 
contact Kimberly Hunt at kimberly.hunt@gmail.com. 

The American Church in Paris will offer guided tours from 10h-17h on 

Saturday, 20 September, for Journ®es du Patrimoine, and we need 

volunteers. Would you like to learn and share the history and beauty of our 

church? Contact Alison at communications@acparis.org - extra languages 

are a plus! 

Call for volunteers  

mailto:kimberly.hunt@gmail.com
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La Madeleine: You canôt miss it! 
By Amit Pieter 

You canôt miss the imposing neo-classical 
edifice down from Place de la Concorde. 
Mirroring from afar the columns of the 
Assemblee Nationale, the Madeleine 
church looks like the Greek Pantheon but 
its model was the Roman temple Maison 
Caree at Nimes. Its site has undergone 
many changes over the years with a 
fascinating history, and will host our 
celebrations on 11 October, of 200 years of 
English-speaking worship in Paris.  

The site was first 
occupied in the early 
Middle Ages by an 
important synagogue on 
the outskirts of 
medieval Paris. It was 
converted in 1152 by 
Bishop Maurice de Sully 
into a Catholic church 
dedicated to Saint Mary 
Magdalen. The 
settlement around the 
church became known 
as the ville de lôeveque, 
or bishopôs town, and 
was annexed into Paris 
in 1722. 

Two false starts were 
made on building a new 
church. The first design was commissioned 
in 1757, by the architect Pierre Constant 
dôIvry, who based his design on the late 
Baroque church of Les Invalides, with a 
dome surmounting a Latin cross. The 
cornerstone was ceremonially laid by Louis 
XV in April, 1763, but the work halted a 
year later. In 1777 dôIvry died and was 
succeeded by his pupil, Guillaume-Martin 
Couture, who decided to raze the 
incomplete construction to begin anew, 
shortening the nave and basing the design 
on a Roman Pantheon.  

By the time of the Revolution in 1789 the 
work was unfinished, consisting only of the 
foundations and the grand portico. Work 
languished while revolutionaries tried to 
decide upon a function for the structure. 
Debate included a library, a public 
ballroom, or market space.  

The funeral of executed Louis XVI was 
held in the church at Madeleine. His body 

was clothed in a white vest, gray silk breeches and matching 
stockings, and he was buried with his head at his feet. In 1815 his 
remains and those of Marie Antoinette were re-interred at the 
Basilica of Saint-Denis.  

Napoleon got involved in 1806, when he decided to erect a ñTemple to 
the Glory of the Grand Armyò. There was an elaborate competition 
with many entries for design of a new monument. Napoleon chose his 
own architect, Pierre-Alexandre Vignon, who is responsible for the 
similarity to the temple at Nimes. He razed the existing foundation 
but retained the standing columns, then died in 1828 before the 
project was completed.  

He was replaced by 
Jacques-Marie Huve. A 
new competition was set 
up in 1828-9 for design 
of interior sculptures, 
and the church was re-
dedicated as a 
monument of national 
reconciliation. In 1837 it 
was proposed to turn the 
Madeleine into a train 
station, but the building 
was finally consecrated 
as a church in 1842. 

The funeral of Chopin 
was held in the church in 
1849. It is interesting to 
note that his funeral was 
delayed 2 weeks because 

he had requested Mozartôs Requiem, which calls for female voices in 
the choir. The Madeleine church fathers had never allowed women in 
the choir but a solution was finally agreed upon on condition that the 
female singers remain seen but not heard behind a black velvet 
curtain. 

La Madeleine boasts 52 Corinthian columns 20 meters high. The size 
of the base foundation is 108 meters by 43 meters, a massive 
structure. The churchôs bronze doors bear reliefs representing the Ten 
Commandments. The interior has a single nave with 3 domes over 
wide arched bays, all lavishly gilded. A half-dome above the alter 
bears a fresco by Jules-Claude Zeigler depicting ñThe History of 
Christianityò, with an image of Napoleon at the center. An imposing 
pipe organ completes the interior.  

All are invited to attend the service on Saturday, 11 October at 15h30, to 
celebrate 200 years of English-
language worship in France. 
Otherwise, make sure to visit - itôs 
open daily from 9h30-19h00, see 
www.eglise-lamadeleine.com 
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The Young Adults group of The American Church in Paris is a community of 

18-30-year-olds living and working in Paris.  Though very diverse, the group 

finds its unity in common belief in Christ and the vision to embrace one 

another with love, openness and service.  We learn from one another and 

explore the depth of faith as lived out in community.  Individuals come from a 

myriad of cultural backgrounds, nationalities, traditions, denominations and 

languages but find solidarity in our shared experiences and encounters of 

God's love revealed in Christ. 

Each week the Young Adults gather for fellowship, discipleship, outreach, 

service and fun!  The first and third Tuesday of the month, the group meets at 

19h30 for Bible study and worship.  Some semesters we read through and 

discuss a book of the Bible.  Most recently, we have had lessons on the book of 

James, the Psalms, Philippians, the Gospel of Luke, and the epistles of John. 

Some semesters track a particular theme, such as "Women of the Bible, Men of 

Character, the Life and Teachings of Jesus, or Biblical Justice. 

The second and fourth Tuesday of the month is Pizza Night.  Young Adults 

gather together to make delicious home-made pizza in our kitchen and share 

the meal together. During these evenings, we often watch a video series and 

have small group discussions based on current events or relevant topics of 

interest to our group. This past year we enjoyed a stimulating series of TED 

talks and also offered a 2-month Alpha course.  

The Young Adults also gather throughout the month, for social activities on 

Sunday afternoons, serving the homeless of Paris on Saturdays, additional 

Bible studies and support groups, and for special evenings of praise and 

prayer. 

It is our hope and prayer to provide a place of acceptance and Christian growth 

in the heart of Paris for any and all 

young adults, regardless of how long 

you are in Paris. We believe God is 

doing remarkable things in our city and 

the world, and desire to partner with 

God as a community of Christ-

followers.  

We invite you to learn more about the 

Young Adults of ACP by visiting the 

church website www.acparis.org, or 

connect with us via our Twitter and 

Facebook pages (facebook.com/

groups/ACPyoungadults). Come join 

one of our meetings to discover more 

about who we are and how we are 

striving to live out our faith together. 

For more information, please check 
Facebook or email 
youthpastor@acparis.org  

Meet the Young Adults 

By Rev. Dan Haugh 

http://www.acparis.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ACPyoungadults/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ACPyoungadults/
mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
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ñContemporaryò worship began as 
an effort to make corporate 
worship more accessible to un-
churched people. The concern was 
that what is ñtraditionalò to people 
who grew up in the church would 
be extremely foreign to anyone 
who did not. So liturgy was 
minimized, and modern language 
and popular music styles and 
structure employed to make the 
same gospel relatable to people 

who had no experience with the 
way traditional worship typically 
unfolds. 

But contemporary worship has far 
outgrown that model for one 
simple reason. By arranging 
hymns and writing songs that 
sound like something you might 
naturally say from the depths of 
your own experience, I think the 
movement tapped into a far wider 
range of people ð even churched 
people, like myself, who discovered 
a profound new way to sing their 
personal testimony to God, pouring 
their own lives into each line. The 
simplicity allows for harmony and 
shaping that draw you in to 
speaking in the first person. And 
thatôs incredibly powerful.  

Traditional hymns are very 
frequently a credo in verse form. 
There is usually more of an 
intellectual arc than an emotional 
one. Contemporary worship songs 
on the other hand, use pop song 
structure for an emotional arc 
(verse, pre-chorus-chorus-verse 
chorus-bridge-chorus). And in 
fact, the two styles, traditional and 
contemporary, tend to treat the 
role of emotion in worship 
differently. Traditional worship is 
skeptical of emotion playing too 

great a role and holds the time-
tested truths that we affirm 
together, over and above personal 
experience or feeling.  

I think that contemporary worship 
that doesnôt maintain a healthy 
degree of that same skepticism will 
struggle. Itôs all too easy to emote 
in a room of like-minded people, 
but do we leave having been 
changed in Godôs presence; 
convicted of sin but overwhelmed 

by the unmerited favor and 
forgiveness weôve received? Are we 
changed? 

We must acknowledge that we 
were made to worship, and as 
emotional beings, worship has to 
be more than emotional feeling. 
But as emotional beings, 
commanded not only to worship, 
but to love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength, it is a worthy endeavor to 
find what will touch peopleôs 
hearts and allow them to express 
the absolute heights and depths of 
their experience and testimony.  

The worst of all worlds in my 
experience is when that skepticism 
leads people to believe that 
unsophisticated music or intentionally 
suppressed emotion (no crescendos 
or overly riveting instrumentation, 
please) is somehow the recipe for 
spiritual purity. There are those who 
say that Bach in worship is 
arrogance or that electric guitar and 
drums are evil ï in other words, that 
music should not pull at the 
heartstrings lest we be tainted by 
impure motives. Yet if we 
understand anything at all about 
God, how on earth can our worship 
be bloodless and tame? 

This is why we are so enormously 

 

Contemporary  

worship service 

By Natalie Raynal 

blessed at ACP. Plumbing the heights 
and depths of worship through music is 
a mighty calling, and we have an 
excellent music director in Fred 
Gramann, whose life ministry to reach 
those heights and plumb those depths 
through the classical sacred repertoire is 
inspiring. Through bell and vocal choirs 
that stretch our imagination and thrill 
our senses, and with new compositions 
that speak testimony and inspire 
through classical genres, they reach 

churched and un-churched people alike 
with the gospel through song.  

And for those who are more 
comfortable with less liturgy and to 
whom popular music speaks and 
allows them best to worship, we have a 
committed team of worship leaders in 
our contemporary band, Still Point, 
many of whom are classically trained, 
who tithe their lives into producing the 
best of music that we can write, 
arrange or find being written and 
present it in a way that we hope will 
speak to and be a tool for worshippers 
at the 13h30 service.  

The metric for true worship must be 
how we respond. Do we comprehend 
more and more the unmerited, lavish 
love of God and lavish it on our 
neighbors in response? Because that is 
true worship in any genre.  

Overwhelmed with the love and grace 
weôve received may we leave worship 
brimming over with that feeling and 
that truth.  

For more information, please contact 
Natalie Raynal at cmusic@acparis.org  

It is a worthy endeavor to find what will touch peopleôs hearts and allow them to express the 
absolute heights and absolute depths of their experience and testimony. 

mailto:cmusic@acparis.org
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With three services each Sunday - at 9h, 11h and 
13h30 - which is the best fit for you? 

ñThe 9am service is the middle of the night for many 
Parisians,ò jokes Senior Pastor Scott Herr, ñso not 
surprisingly it is our smallest gathering.ò While the 
sermon remains the same for all three services, at each 
9h gatherine, we celebrate  the sharing of communion.  

ñIt is quieter and more intimate at the 9am service, and 
seems more reverent and worshipful, fostering a deeper, 
personal experience of God,ò says Marilyn Dikkers, who 
has attended the American Church for 35 years. The 
service boasts beautiful organ music prepared by Fred 
Gramann which, coupled with the smaller attendance, 
provides for worship that is sharply focused on the word 
of God. While getting up early may be a pitfall for some, 
Elodie Lasserre says she prefers the early service as it is 
the most peaceful, and with fewer people it means you 
can feel more comfortable. She also points out the 
upside of having lots of time after the service to enjoy 
the rest of your Sunday in Paris. 

Between the 9h and 11h services, Rev. Brent Anderson 
offers an hour of inspiring Bible study on the lectionary 
texts of the following week. This allows people at the 9h 
service to extend their worship time, and prepares those 
coming to the 11h for a more thoughtful worship 
experience.  

While also traditional, the 11h service fills up the 
sanctuary with over 500 people hungry for Godôs word, 
and latecomers often find it difficult to find an open 
seat. The musical aspect of the worship plays a big role, 
usually with a procession of the choir and often special 
choral, bell choir and instrumental or voice solos. The 
music is an event in itself, says Camilla Radford 
Furman: ñBeing able to sing such meaningful hymns 
and participate in the singing to our Lord touches my 
soul.ò This service also offers childrenôs worship, as it is 
attended by many young families. 

The 13h30 service, also called the contemporary service, 
is described by Kawa Banda as ñmodern and very 
accessible for even non-Christians, to have a first 
approach.ò The music is loud and youthful and 
performed by the dedicated volunteer band, Still Point, 
led by Natalie Raynall. Started in 2008, the service now 

fills up the sanctuary; with an informal liturgy, it 
includes images projected on slides, making it easier for 
the congregation to follow. Anyone who has attended 
this service can attest to the feeling of openness among 
and simplicity of the service. 

Having attended ACP for the past five years, I can 
honestly say that it is difficult to choose which of the 
three services to go to, as each has its unique merit. 
Camilla commented that ñEveryone is different, and I 
appreciate that ACP offers something for everyone.ò 

Since getting married, my commute to Paris takes 
between one and a half to two hours, so it is safe to rule 
me out of waking up at ñsilly oôclockò for the 9h service. 
However, for all those of you who have yet to experience 
all of the services at the American Church, Pastor Scott 
entreats you to check them out: ñI encourage you to try 
each one so that you know your brothers and sisters 
from the different worshipping communities that make 
up the one congregation of the American Church in 
Paris!ò 

Each service offers the same sermon, a childrenôs 
nursery for all three services, and post-service coffee 
hour meet-and-greet. 

Three services, one Church, one God 

By Tendayi O. Chirawu 
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As our school year concludes and we celebrate 

another amazing year of ministry with our Youth 

and Young Adults, I'm already excited for the 

2014-2015 year. Beginning in the fall, ACP has 

brought on board a full-time Youth and Young 

Adult Intern, Anastassia Sharpe. Currently a 

student at Princeton Theological Seminary, she 

will be with us for the next year.   

Anastassia Sharpe is 26 years old, born in 

Pennsylvania, and raised in North 

Carolina.  Anna, or ñstassi,ò grew up with her 

home church, Westminster Presbyterian. She 

has attended Westminster since a toddler, and remains a member today. She 

attended Camp Don Lee for nine years, and has served as a youth counselor, 

a lifeguard, a sailing/kayak instructor, a craft instructor, and a girlôs counselor.  

At school she studied dance, focusing on modern dance choreography and 

French, becoming nearly fluent after nine years of study. She studied 

Philosophy and Religious Studies at the College of Wooster, where she 

graduated with honors. Her senior thesis was on Kierkegaardôs philosophical 

defense of Jesus Christ. 

After graduation, Anastassia worked as a paralegal for three years for her 

motherôs family law practice, and that is when she discerned her call to 

Seminary. At Princeton Theological Seminary she serves as a deacon for the 

girls on her hall, and as the treasurer of the Womenôs Center. She has taken a 

year off of school to come serve the American Church in Paris.  

Anastassia is thrilled about this opportunity, and cannot wait to meet you! Her 

experience, theological insight, gifts, skills, passion and presence will be a 

wonderful blessing to these ministries and our church community here at ACP.  

It is our prayer as well that her time and experience with us will be 

transformative, as she is discerning God's calling. Therefore, it is the 

hope and prayer of our pastoral team to find Anastassia housing with an 

individual or family from our church. We humbly ask you to prayerfully 

consider this request.  If you have any thoughts, questions or ideas please 

email youthpastor@acparis.org.  - In Christ, Pastor Dan 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN IN-DEPTH BIBLE STUDY IN PARIS?   

Join us for Bible Study Fellowship on 
Monday evenings from 19h00 - 20h50 as 
we study the life of Moses. 

The women meet in the Sanctuary and the 
men meet in the Catacombs.  

Class begins Monday, 8 September. 

For more information please contact our 
Class Administrator, Thelma Fuchs, 
at thelmafuchs@yahoo.fr.. Also, see 
www.bsfinternational.org 

Meet Anastassia Sharpe 

 7 September Atelier Concert Series begins (17h) 

 9 September Womenôs Tuesday Morning Bible 
Study begins 

 10 September Adult Choir/Youth Choirs resume 
rehearsals 

 11 September Menôs Thursday Morning Bible 
Study begins 

11September Bronze Ringers & Spire resume 
rehearsals 

14 September   Ministry Fair, after the 11h00 and 
13h30 services 

15 September Celebration Ringers rehearsals 
resume 

28 September   Installation of New Council, 11h00 
worship service 

4 October   Bloom Where Youôre Planted 

5 October   Childrenôs Worship Volunteer 
training 

11 October   200th Anniversary Service, Eglise 
de la Madeleine 

31 Oct. ï 2 Nov. All-Church Fall Retreat 

7 November ACP Caf®, 19h30 

15 November March® de No±l 

27 November Thanksgiving Service, 12h15, 
American Cathedral 

29 November ACP Thanksgiving Dinner 

13 December   Candlelight Christmas Concerts, 
17h00 and 20h00 

14 December   Childrenôs Nativity Pageant, 11h00 
worship service 

20 December ACP Family Christmas Party 

Sˁ˖˅ ˔ˈ˅ ˄ˁ˔˅˓ 
ˆˏ˒ Fˁˌˌ 2014 

mailto:youthpastor@acparis.org
mailto:thelmafuchs@yahoo.fr
https://www.bsfinternational.org/
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5ŜŀǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !/tΣ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŜǇ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜ ƻŦ Ϧ! tǊŀƛǊƛŜ IƻƳŜ 
/ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴϦΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ р-с {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǎ 
DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ YŜƛƭƭƻǊ ƛǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 
ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

L ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ [ŀƪŜ ²ƻōŜƎƻƴϥǎ tŀǎǘƻǊ LƴǉǾŜǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 
ǘŜƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƭƻƴƎ-ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ hǊƭŀƴŘƻΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƴƻǝŎŜ Ƴŀȅ 
ŎŀǳǎŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ 
ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ YŜƛƭƭƻǊϥǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘŜŀƳΣ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ  

wƻōŜǊǘ .ǳǊƴǎϥ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘΥ Ϧ¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ƭŀƛŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ aƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ aŜƴΣ hƊ Ǝƻ ŀǿǊȅΣ !ƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
ǳǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƎǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴΣ CƻǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƧƻȅΗϦ ²Ŝ 
ŀǊŜ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜǎΦΦΦ L 
Řƻ ƘŀǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǧŜǊ ƴŜǿǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

A Paris Home Companion 
Event postponed  

due to bad health of Garrison Keillor  

ñPlanning for the show was right on schedule,ò Garrison said, 

ñand we were looking forward to it. We will be happy to discuss 

a new date in the near future.ò   

Of all of the ways that the Lord has blessed me, right now Iôm 
particularly thankful for my recent long, restful vacation. My family, 
Flat Jesus (ACPôs new travelling 
buddy), and I all spent time in the 
American Midwest; just check out 
that glorious picture of Flat Jesus 
against the Columbus, Ohio skyline.  
With my jet-lag behind me and my 
shorts and tee-shirts being packed 
away until next summer, I am 
looking forward to the autumn and 
all of the excitement that it brings to 
Paris and, in particular, to ACP. 

I would first like to thank all of the wonderful volunteers who made this 
yearôs Vacation Bible School such a success. It is a privilege to offer this 
ministry to the families of our community, and it wouldnôt be possible 
without the time and dedication so selflessly offered by so many adults 
and youth at our church. So I know I speak for myself, for the families of 
the children who attended, and the entire ACP community when I say: 
thank you, thank you, thank you. 

Regular Childrenôs Worship resumes Sunday, September 14th, 
and I am excited the changes we are making this year. The first is that 
we will are expanding our curriculum selection to include Godôs Big 
Picture and Godôs People Celebrate along with our traditional Godly 
Play material. This will allow us to follow the lectionary more closely so 
that children are learning from the same gospel texts as their parents. 

The change that I am perhaps most excited about is the addition of 
Worship Buddies, volunteers specially trained to work one-on

Childrenôs Worship Update 
By Allison Wheeler 

-one with children who require closer 
adult attention in a classroom setting. 
This is a very personal initiative for 
me as my own daughter has special 
needs and will be beginning Childrenôs 
Worship next fall. Lauretta Haugh, 
whose professional background is in 
special education, has graciously 
agreed to act as our Special Education 
Consultant. She will be offering 
training to our Worship Buddies, as 
well as offer me and our other 
volunteers guidance on how to make 
the entire Childrenôs Worship 
program more inclusive for all 
children. 

If you are interested in serving as a 
Worship Buddy, or as a regular 
Childrenôs Worship volunteer, please 
contact me at childrensworship 
@acparis.org. We are especially in 
need of volunteers at our 13h30 
service. Please take the time to pray 
over whether God is calling you to be a 
part of this special ministry. 

ǎǿŜŜǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘǊŞŜ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ L ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ 
ȅƻǳǊǎΣ      
Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ  {Ŏƻǧ IŜǊǊ 
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Loving our neighbors as ourselves 

By Carolyn Bouazouni  

Welcome to this new season in the Lordôs vineyard here at the ACP! Is 
this the year youôre ready to reach out to bless others right here in Paris 
or somewhere else in the world? If so, you may be in for a surprise: as 
you seek to bless others, the Lord blesses YOU!  

You may have heard the saying ñIf youôre not serving, youôre missing 
one of the biggest blessings in your life.ò Itôs true.  

You can participate a lot or a little - as you wish, and in a variety of 
ways: praying for our missions, serving in the local community, going 
on a mission trip, and making financial gifts to the church. Your 
involvement and support make all the difference in blessing lives 
around the world.  

To start the year off, here is an overview of each of our current 

missions, and an array of photographs of them. Can you guess which 

pictures go with which missions? Here are a few hints:  

1. Not all missions have pictures; 2. Some missions have more than 

one; and 3. The pictures for Local and Global missions are mixed 

between the four pages. Come by at the Mission Outreach table 

during the ministry fair and tell us how you did. The answers are on 

page 15 of the Spire. Have fun!   
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LOCAL MISSIONS 

Homeless Ministry: ACP Young Adults distribute food twice monthly 
around Paris through the Breakfast and Sandwich Ministries; we are develop-
ing a Homeless Mission Lunch program, where hot lunches ñto goò will be 
distributed monthly at the ACP. 

Friday Mission Lunch: In partnership with the American Cathedral, vol-
unteers provide a hot nutritious sit-down meal at the Cathedral every Friday 
to those in need. 

Foyer de Grenelle: A Christian-inspired Paris social center where volun-
teers provide meals for the needy, assistance to the unemployed, tutoring for 
children, French lessons, legal help and mailing addresses for immigrants. 

Tiffany Musica: ACP singers and musicians bring the joy of live music into 
places where it is not usually performed: where meals are served to the home-
less, and in rest homes, hospitals and prisons. 

Refugee Ministry: Every other Wednesday afternoon free individual 
consultation is provided for people facing difficulties such as immigration, getting 
papers, divorce and apartment problems. 

SOS Help: An English language telephone crisis line - compassionate, 
anonymous and non-judgmental help is provided daily by trained volunteers 
recruited semi-annually. 

March® de No±l: Christmas gift items are sold at this market held annually at 
the ACP in early November.  Proceeds go to benefit ACP missions. 

Love in a Box: Organized by the American Cathedral, the ACP participates in 
this program through which Christmas gifts are delivered to underprivileged 
children in France and Europe. 

ACP Mitten Tree: Mittens are collected in December on our ñMitten Treeò for 

donating to people in need at the Foyer de Grenelle, one of our partner missions. 
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