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From
Rev. Dr. Scott Herr
Senior Pastor

Dear Members and Friends of the ACP,
The Very Rev. W. R. Inge, former Dean of
St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, once
remarked, “When our first parents were
driven out of Paradise, Adam is believed
to have remarked to Eve: ‘My dear, we live
in an age of transition.’” Indeed, here at
the ACP we seem to live in a perpetual
age of transition, as ours is a community
of change, some expected and some
unexpected.
On Saturday, June 4th, Ginger Strickland
will be ordained into the Deaconate
Ministry of the Episcopalian Church and
then depart for her new call as of August
1st. As of June 6th, the Rev. Laurie
Wheeler will be returning to the U.S.A. to
work full-time on her PhD. As of June 21st,
the recently elected Council members will
begin a new season of servant leadership.
As of July 1st we will bid farewell to
Bedford and Carol Transou as they return
home and we will welcome Jeff and Alba
Powell as Jeff begins as our Visiting
Pastor in charge of the wedding ministry.
This is all amidst the “normal” comings
and goings of members and friends of the
ACP. Indeed, it is a time of bitter-sweet
emotions as we grieve the loss but also
celebrate the faithful pursuit of friends and

colleagues who are discerning and
obeying God’s call.
It is helpful to remember in such times of
change what the writer of Hebrews
asserts: “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever” (13:8).
Despite the disorientation and dislocation
that can come with transition, our Lord
remains absolutely trustworthy and
faithful. God is with us and often times
surprisingly blesses us even through
change. Paul writes, “If God is for us, who
can be against us?” May the Holy Spirit
give us the grace of deep peace and
remind us that Christ remains head of his
Church and “not even the gates of Hades
shall prevail against it.”
Paradoxically, in just this season of
substantial change, I believe we will have
the privilege of seeing God provide for us
wonderfully: The Director of Youth and
Young Adult Search Committee
anticipates presenting a final candidate
this month for the Council to approve. The
Council voted on May 24th to invite the
Rev. Ken Stenman, accompanied by his
wife Cil, to come and serve as the Interim
Associate Pastor while the Nominating
Committee will begin compiling names for
the new Associate Pastor Nominating
Committee.
While all of these significant shifts are
occurring, the day to day ministry of the
church will continue patiently and… I
wonder if God will not invite us to “See, I
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up;
do you not perceive it? I am making a way
in the desert and streams in the
wasteland” (Isaiah 43.19). While we have
set basic plans in place to anticipate the
needs of the church, this is a time for all of
us to be prayerfully preparing ourselves to

Here at the ACP, we seem to live in
a perpetual age of transition.
Despite the disorientation and
dislocation that can come with
transition, our Lord remains
absolutely trustworthy and
faithful. God is with us and often
times surprisingly blesses us even
through change.

receive the new thing God wants to do in
and through us as a church. It may feel
perplexing at times and as though we are
in the desert and wastelands of our faith
journey, but I trust we will experience the
same truth the Psalmist affirmed
thousands of years ago over and over
again: “God’s love endures forever!”
(Psalm 136).

I would encourage you to pray, but also to
share your thoughts and feelings with our
Council members, pastoral staff or
members of the Prayer and Care Team.
Take time to say goodbye to Laurie,
Bedford and Carol, and Ginger before they
leave us. Be attentive to the opportunities
we experience in this “age of transition”
not only to receive new blessings from the
Lord, but also to offer ourselves as a
blessing to the ongoing ministry and
mission of this congregation.
May we together live forward with sober
yet joyful doxology in our hearts and
minds: “Now to him who by the power at
work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever
and ever. Amen.”
Grace and peace to you,
In Christ,

Scott

From
Pastor Ken Stenman
What I remember about the American Church in Paris has drawn me back, now for the 2nd time. For
those who may not remember me, I am the Lutheran pastor who came as a Pastoral Assistant the
last 6 months of 2007. Less than a year later, it was a thrill for me to hear from Pastor Scott just
before he and his family moved to Paris. He told me I could have the PA position the first 6 months of
2009; however, he asked if I would come as Interim Associate Pastor beginning September 2008. I
accepted, so this stay was 10 months.
When I received the news that Pastor Laurie was leaving as Associate Pastor as of the end of June, I
wondered if I might be asked to consider coming again as an interim.. Also knowing that Ginger was
leaving this summer, it was apparent that Pastor Scott would need help. Doing interims has not been
my goal in retirement; however, interim in Paris created an exception. Yes, being in Paris might have
been a big reason for accepting the interim in 2008; however, it was not the primary reasons I was
moved to accept the invitation to come again as Interim.
Knowing how good it was to minister with Pastor Scott and knowing the uniqueness of the
congregation were the two main things God used to make me sense this was the right thing to do.
Being part of the many activates and especially the magnificent worship services with music lifting
one's spirits certainly are highlights imprinted in my memory.
An Interim Pastor is called to keep the ministry happening, and not make major changes, recognizing
the new called pastor will want to possibly make changes again. Being an Interim Associate is a bit
different in that I intend to support Pastor Scott as the Senior Pastor. I trust his leadership and am
most comfortable following his lead.
I feel blessed; it is an honor to be invited back.

Goodbyes in spring
We arrived at the ACP amid Christmas
snow. A perfect spring came quickly, our
six month stay is ending, and it is time for
reflection. It has been good. What has been
continuous from beginning to end is that God
has truly blessed us through this
congregation.
The wedding ministry is thrilling. Many of
these weddings are rightly seen as planting
seeds of faith through this opportunity to
share with couples in such a formative event.
Paris abounds with venues for weddings.
When couples choose a church, a Christian
pastor, and a deeply Christian service they
may already be making an important
statement. Obviously there is something here
that they sense to be important for them.
Some of the weddings and perhaps all of the
vow renewals are also events of Christian
nurture and the expression of faith. In every
renewal service the couple has known God’s
grace in their lives together and are giving
thanks and affirming what God has given
them. The American Church in Paris shows
well considered discipleship in providing its
wedding ministry.
The gathering of so many cultures and
nationalities and races and varieties of
Christian tradition in this church is one of
God’s brilliant rainbows. Perhaps for us as
for Noah this rainbow of diversity is a sign
that God does not forsake his fractious
children. The tire track cross that has been in
the church since Ash Wednesday speaks of
need and promise for those gathered here

from so many lands. The larger world and its
many needs are brought to life here in
worship and in study and in work.
So many details need notice. Filipino
Fellowship lunches. Sunday music. Warm
Welcomes. Multi-Cultural Couples. Atelier
Concerts. The Ash Wednesday Maze.
Thurber Thursday, and its amazing kitchen.
Handbells. Friendship. The Association of
International Churches in Europe and the
Middle East. The African Fellowship’s
Offering Dance. Lenten small groups.
Sunday Worship. Sunday worship with great
music and preaching and prayers, and with
relevance to the real world.
Carol joins me in thanking everyone here and
in thanking God.
Bedford and Carol Transou

THURBER THURSDAY “SPRING SERIES” Prof. Henry Luttikhuizen from Calvin College
will be speaking about Rembrandt and Jesus on June 9 at 7:30 pm. All are welcome
to attend.

Weekly Events

Sunday Worship Services
9am Holy Communion
11am Traditional Service
1.30pm Contemporary Worship

Music
Celebration Ringers: Mondays, 6.45 – 8pm. Theatre.
Adult Choir rehearsal: Wednesdays, 7.30-9.30pm. Theatre.
Bronze Ringers: Thursdays, 7.30 – 9.30pm. Theatre.
Beginning Handbell Choir: Thursdays, 3:00 – 4:00pm Theatre.
Contact Hmusic@acparis.orgH for more information.

Youth Music
Gaudeamus:

Young Adults vocal
ensemble, Tuesday 7.30pm – 9pm. Venue
TBA

Cherub Choir: Wednesday 1 – 2pm
Children’s Choir: Wednesday 2 – 3pm
Children’s Handbells: Wednesday 3 –
4pm

Shine: Youth Choir, Wednesday 4 –
5:30pm
Youth Handbells: Wednesday 5:30 –
6:30pm
Contact
Hyouthmusic@acparis.orgH
for
more information.

Youth & Young Adults

• Youth Group: every
Sunday 3-5pm

•
• Young Adults alternating
Bible Study and Pizza
Nights: alternating
Tuesdays in the Catacombs
at 7.30pm
For specific dates and times,
please visit the Youth and
Young Adult’s section.

Members of the ACP gathered last May 22 in the Theater for its semi-annual meeting.
Topping the list of items on the agenda was the election of the new Council. The
congregation voted unanimously for the new slate (please see next page).
After the elections, Pastor Scott Herr updated the congregation about the transitions in
pastoral staff:
1.

Director for Youth and Young Adult Ministries: The search committee, headed by
Michael de Looper has been working hard to find a replacement for Pastor Ginger
Strickland. Ordained on June 4 at the Episcopal Church (American Cathedral), Pastor
Ginger will leave in August and follow her next call. According to Michael de Looper,
the committee has identified its top two candidates and asks for continued prayers for
a successful completion of its mission.

2.

Associate Pastor: An Associate Pastor Search Committee will soon be formed which
will be responsible for finding a new Associate Pastor. Pastor Laurie has resigned her
post, following a decision to work full time on her Ph.D. so that she can meet the
deadline of September 2011. According to Pastor Scott, any ACP member interested
in joining the search process can make known his or her intention, and speak with
Mark Primmer, the incoming Moderator.
In relation to this, an Interim Associate Pastor will be invited to help until a permanent
Associate Pastor is found and takes up office.
(In its monthly meeting last May 25, the Council voted unanimously to invite Pastor
Ken Stenman to be the Interim Associate Pastor. Pastor Ken has, in the past, served
as Pastoral Assistant and also Interim Associate Pastor. Please see related article on
page 2.)

3.

Pastoral Assistant: Pastor Bedford Transou and his wife Carol will finish their 6month term in June 2011. They will be replaced by Jeff Powell and his wife Alba, who
will stay until the end of December 2011. (Pastor Jeff is also a returning Pastoral
Assistant.)

The Moderator then presented the AFCU-ACP Partnership Document. Requested by the American
and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU), which is the mother organization of the ACP, this partnership
document is a set of guidelines clarifying the working relationship between the AFCU Board and the
ACP. It accompanies but does not replace the ACP Constitution and By-laws. The document was the
product of extensive work by a task force from the AFCU and ACP.

ACP Council Members for 2010-2011
Moderator: Mark Primmer
From Brunswick, Maine (USA). ACP member since 2003. ACP activities: Bronze
Ringers, Sunday School teacher, previous Council member (Vice Moderator,
Assistant Secretary).
During high school, Mark was active in the Maine State youth programs, both in
summer camps and as a member of the state youth committee.
Moving from New York City, Mark and wife Nicole are now settled in Paris
indefinitely with their daughters Ava (8) and Mia (5).

Vice Moderator: Mary Crass Fenu
A native of Nashville and long-time resident of Texas (USA), Mary has been
attending ACP since the early 1990s and has been a Sunday School teacher for
much of that time. She served on the pastoral care team for a number of years
and on the search committee for our current senior pastor, Scott Herr. She has
also served on Council as assistant secretary and vice moderator.
Mary is a senior policy analyst at the OECD specializing in transport policy. She
and her husband Didier have two boys: Thomas(13) and Paul (8).

Treasurer/ Finance & Stewardship Chair: David Smidt
From Beverly Hills, Michigan (USA), Dave has been an ACP member since 2008.
Served on the Council for two years on Finance & Stewardship and Worship &
Music committees. Also involved in ushering and greeting in the past.
Dave and wife Deborah have lived in Paris for the past year and also from 2002 –
2004. Their daughter, Amanda, will graduate from DePaul University in Chicago
next month.

Human Resources Chair: Pierre Lisbonis
From Marseilles, France. ACP member since 2007. Baptized and raised in a
Roman Catholic environment. Active in the ACP Multi-Cultural Couples Group
since 2004.
Pierre is married to Sharon Moore, and the father of 3 children: Benjamin (27),
Sarah (24) and Sophie (7).
He also serves as a volunteer human resources consultant for a local non-profit
organization in Boulogne Billancourt.

Secretary: Bettina Skaff Chéhab
Been attending ACP since 2003 and became a member in 2007. Taught Sunday
School and served on the Nominating Committee.
Currently working with Mission Outreach committee, volunteering at the Lending
Library, participating in prayers within the Prayer Chain group and perfecting
reading the Scriptures with the Lay Liturgist team.
Dual citizen of Lebanon and Canada, she and her husband have two boys: Omar
(15) and Karim (12).

Assistant Secretary: Arthur Radford Laney
Radford first came to the ACP in August of 2008 after his Pennsylvania company
was bought by a French concern. He, his wife Lisa and youngest daughter
Emaline moved to Paris in March 2010 and joined the ACP as a family in April
2010. Lisa sings in the Choir and Emaline participates in the Youth Group.
Radford is a long-time Methodist, a son of missionaries to Korea. At various times
and for different churches he has taught adult Sunday School, served on the
Evangelism Committee, the Administrative Council and as a Trustee.
Radford is a physicist/engineer by training. He now is in charge of IT Security for a
financial services firm based in Wayne Pa, USA

Christian Education Chair: Sharon Hermanson
Sharon came to Paris in September 2010 and was blessed to find ACP
immediately. A native of rural Iowa, USA, Sharon spent 10 years in Washington,
DC working on policy research in support of older Americans. She and her
husband, Beat, came to to Paris via Oslo.
Sharon has a doctorate in Education/Gerontology and Master's in Theology. She
is amazed with the breadth, depth, and energy of ACP's Christian Education
ministry and comes humbly (admittedly a bit intimidated!) to serve in the Lord's
work at the ACP.

Christian Education Vice Chair: Edwin Sianturi
From Jakarta, Indonesia. ACP member since 2005. Born and grew up in
Indonesia. Initially came to France in 2004 for post-graduate studies. Since 2006,
he has been working for a French telecommunication company.
Has been serving as Worship & Music Chair for 2 years. Active in Christian
Men's Network Europe, Perwakoi (Indonesian Christians Ecumenical Community
in Paris). Edwin, his wife Lusti live in a western suburb of Paris with one year old
little daughter.

Communications Chair: Alison Benney
Alison arrived in Paris in 1984, coming from a Lutheran background in Chicago,
and have been active at ACP since 1992.
She has served on Council, for four years as head of Fellowship & Recreation,
currently serves on the Communications Committee, works as head usher once
a month, coordinates the Docent team, and every year, whisks together egg
nog and cookies for the church’s Christmas Eve reception.
She created and runs the Twitter accounts as part of her work for the OECD
communications service. Also teaches fitness classes and is an occasional
journalist.

Communications Co-Chair: John Newman
Born and raised in Columbus, Ohio (USA); lived in Washington, DC, for 11
years. He, wife Rose Burke and daughter Emma have attended the American
Church since 2002. John has been active in maintaining the ACP website since
2004 and has been a member of the Human Resources committee since 2007.
He is a freelance energy and environmental (climate change) policy consultant.

Community Life Chair: Camilla Macfarlane
She is a professional violinist and violin teacher, specialized in teaching
beginners and young children, and was an active member in the Music
Teachers’ Association of California, and the American String Teachers
Association before moving to Paris, with her husband, two years ago.
Since living in Paris and joining the American Church, she has been working
in the kitchen, preparing dinners for Thurber Thursdays, Thanksgiving,
Easter and Seder events. Camilla also enjoys being in the bell choir!

Community Life Vice Chair: Nathaniel Nnamdi Akujuobi
Nathaniel was born in Owerri, Nigeria and graduated as a librarian and post
graduate in business administration management.
Joined the ACP since 2003 and served in Nominating Committee. Involved
in the Mission Outreach Committee helping with the Rafiki Prayer Group, the
Care Giver Committee, the Children Ministry and Lay Reading ministry.
Married to Chinwe, they have 4 children: Victoria, Alexis, Favour and Axel.

Development/ Property Chair: Daniel Grout
ACP member since 2004. Daniel has been a team leader with Habitat for
Humanity for more than five years. Has also served previously on Council.
Active member of Mission Outreach committee and in the children worship
ministry, he is also equally active in church retreats and in the Multicultural
Couples dinners. Daniel and wife Marie, also a dynamic member of the ACP,
moved to France after years in Hongkong and Taiwan where they worked.

Development/ Property Vice Chair: William Johnston
ACP member since 1992. Bill has served on Council in various capacities:
Stewardship chair (1993-94), Moderator (1995-98), Property Chair (1999-2002 &
2004-2006 and 2008), Co-chair of the Faith into Action Capital funds campaign
(2006).
Property consultant and developer. Married, one daughter

Finance & Stewardship Vice Chair: Julia Kung
From Austin, Texas (USA). ACP member since 2007.
Involved at ACP in Lay Liturgist Group, Leaders Life & Purpose. Born and raised in
the USA (Texas). I came to France in 2003 for my MBA (Masters of Business
Administration) at INSEAD and met my husband, who is French, in this program.
We were married in 2006 and now reside in Montmartre in Paris. On the
professional side, I work for Amundi, Credit Agricole's Asset Management division,
covering institutional client investments.

Human Resources Vice Chair: Avril Lee
Currently serving and nominated to continue in this position.
Avril is from Singapore and has been worshipping at the ACP for over 20 years.
She is involved in various church activities including Social Concerns committee,
Habitat for Humanity builds, and facilitating Bible studies.
Avril was a lawyer for over 15 years, and is now working for an international charity.
She is married to a Frenchman.

Mission Outreach Chair: Kristie Worrel
Kristie is a Lay Leader for the Friday Mission Lunch. Marche de Noel Chair and member
of H4H. She is an ACP Member for ten years. Adult Bible Study leader.
Born in Tacoma, Washington and raised in Michigan. Moved to France in 1991 with
husband and family. Have three grown children.

Mission Outreach Vice Chair: Ann Mildred-Gontard
Ann is a co lay-leader of a local mission, Foyer de Grenelle.
From Fairbury, Illinois (USA). Presbyterian background. ACP member for 11 years.
Live in Paris with husband, Michel Gontard and son, Nicolas (10) and daughter, Sophie
(8). Work at the OECD as Treasury Reporting Manager.

Worship & Music Chair: Anna Zweede
Born in Ohio, I then lived in New Jersey. I went to Sunday School in a Unitarian Church
and was confirmed in an Ecumenical Ministry.
I have lived in Paris since 1980 and became a member of the ACP in 2009, where I
have helped out as a docent and am now a member of the choir.
I work as a teacher and school administrator at an international school. I have two
young-adult children.

Worship & Music Vice Chair: Tara Tranguch
Tara Tranguch discovered the wonderful ACP community in 2009, and joyfully started
contributing to the Contemporary Service as audio-video tech support.
She also plays handbells with the Celebration Ringers. Prior to moving to Paris, Tara
lived in Shanghai, China where she led the technical support team at the Shanghai
Community Church.
She is originally from Connecticut, USA, and works in Business Transformation for
telecom vendor Alcatel-Lucent.

From Ginger Strickland
Youth & Young Adults Pastor

A special moment

God willing and the people consenting

The Right Reverend Pierre W. Whalon
Bishop-in-Charge
of the Convocation of American Episcopal Churches in Europe
will ordain

Virginia Lisbeth Strickland
to the Sacred Order of Deacons
in Christ’s One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church
on Saturday, June 4, 2011 at 2 pm,
American Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
23, avenue George V, Paris 75008, France
Your prayers and presence are requested.
Clergy -Red Stoles
Reception to follow in the Cathedral Parish Hall

Dear Youth, Young Adults, Families,
Friends, and Supporters,
The youth and young adult mission trip
leaders have spent a lot of time in prayer
and discussion over the past weeks trying
to discern if we should move forward with
our plans to travel to Burkina Faso this
summer despite the recent unrest in that
country and warnings against travel to
Burkina from the governments of the US,
Taiwan, Australia and other countries.
The final straw was hearing from Heal the
World, one of our mission partners in
Burkina, that they did not think that we
should bring a team of youth this summer.

Given this warning, we do not feel
comfortable bringing teams to Burkina
Faso at this time. We are so disappointed,
and, we pray that we will be able to
continue our relationships with students in
Burkina. We pray also that this unrest
leads to concrete changes in the lives of
the people of Burkina Faso, where the
price of rice has doubled in the last year.
However, we feel wonderfully surprised
and blessed by how God has brought
another opportunity to serve. Samuel and
Marie-Antionette Ebene and their
daughters have been a part of our
congregation for several years. During
this time, the ACP Mission Committee has

worked with them to support ongoing
projects at a church in Douala, Cameroon.
In addition, despite busy professional lives
they have continued to be active in
humanitarian work through a nonprofit
they have founded in their home village of
Djoum in the South of Cameroon.
Mr. and Mrs. Ebene have invited our youth
and young adult groups to serve with them
in Djoum. They have offered to host us in
their home, where they have welcomed
French school groups for similar
programs. In the mornings, the youth have
been invited to share the Vacation Bible
School program that they have put together

for Burkina Faso in a primary school while
the young adults lead their English
enrichment program for high school
students. In the afternoon, both teams will
serve in the village with the Ebene’s
nonprofit, which is working to build 3
wells and several latrines this summer. In
the evenings, the Ebenes have a sort of
“open house” policy for the children of the
village, so we will have the chance to play
music, talk, play football, and build
relationships.
It's hard to change gears right now, but we
are eager to see what the Holy Spirit is
already doing in Cameroon, and thankful
for this new opportunity.

In Support of the Youth and
Young Adult Mission Trip
to Cameroon
A team of ten ACP youth, young adults and
leaders are headed to Cameroon in. Last month,
the youth presented a Talent Show in order to
raise funds for their trip. This time, the young
adults are presenting an African dinner, fashion
show and art exhibit on June 4 at 8 pm. Come,
taste and look – learn more about the mission
trip and African culture. 25 euros per person.

THE GRACE GIVEN TO US : Your giving and stewardship has no boundary at the
ACP! Your response to the compassionate call for an Easter Offering for Japan (a
special collection taken at the end of each Easter service at the ACP) means that
1,730 Euros will go directly to help those in need in Japan as a result of the
massive earthquake that struck the northeastern coast of Japan in March. Your
gift of finances will be administered through the American Red Cross, in
cooperation with the Japanese Red Cross. God is good!

ACP YOUTH  SPRING 2011

The Youth Group meets on Sundays from 3‐5pm for fun, fellowship, and Bible Study. Please
wear/bring comfortable clothes and shoes.
Meeting dates: June 5, 12, 19, 26

COOL STUFF!!!
*June 18 :

Lockin. Join us at 7 pm for a break from studying for exams. You’ll need it!

CHANGE YOUR PERSPECTIVE

ACP YOUNG ADULTS 2011

BIBLE STUDY. Join us every Tuesday night at 7:30 pm in the ACP Catacombs. For deep
conversation and fellowship during 1st, 3rd, and 5th Tuesdays of the month. Dates: June
7 and 21
PIZZA NIGHT. Come at 6pm to cook or 7:30pm for pizza, prayer, and small group
discussion. In the ACP Thurber Room. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. Dates: June 14
and 28.

SPECIAL EVENTS
June 13:

Pentecost Picnic. Come enjoy friends, food, and prayer. 6:00pm. Location
TBA. Parc Montsouris – exact location to be announced.

For more info, contact Ginger Strickland at 01 40 62 05 07- Friends are always welcome at
ACP youth events! To be put on our email list, Ginger Strickland‐‐‐Office:
01.40.62.05.07/youthpastor@acparis.org

PREPARING FOR PENTECOST AT ACP
PENTECOST, from the ancient Greek for "the
fiftieth day”, commemorates the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other
followers of Jesus as described in the Book of
Acts, Chapter 2 in the New Testament. This
year the 50th day after Easter falls on
Sunday, June 12th and all are invited to
prepare for this celebration of the birth of the
church. First, read chapter 2 of Acts. Then….
•

•
•

We would like you to attend
worship dressed in your native, traditional
costume. With over fifty nationalities
represented in our congregation, we should
be able to show through our dress just how
far God's love has reached throughout the
world.
We will sing hymns in different languages.
We will need many volunteers for the 11:00
service to read Acts 2:5-13 in different
languages.
Please speak with Fred Gramann or email
him if you would be willing to participate.

PHOTOS BY FRED GRAMANN

Charles Tompkins to Play Recital at Notre Dame Cathedral

Charles Tompkins has been assisting with our music program during his sabbatical from Furman
University. On Sunday, June 5th at 4:30 pm Charles will give an organ recital in Notre Dame Cathedral.
All are invited but arrive a little early as the concerts are always crowded. There is no admission charge.
Charles leads an active and multifaceted program of Organ Studies at Furman in addition to supervising
the Church Music degree program. Dr. Tompkins is an active recitalist, performing each year at major
universities and churches throughout the United States. He has been a featured performer on American
Public Radio's Pipedreams, and is organist of Greenville's historic First Baptist Church, where he presides
over a magnificent 4-manual, 86-rank Casavant organ. Dr. Tompkins has performed recitals and
presented workshops for regional and national conventions of the American Guild of Organists the Music
Teachers National Association, and the College Music Society.

New CD Recorded on the American Church's Beckerath Organ
A CD entitled Set Me As a Seal Upon Your Heart
has just been released by Signum Classics which
features the compositions of Naji Hakim. All tracks
were recorded at the American Church and a
number of them use our Beckerath organ. The
Atelier Concert at 5pm on June 12th will serve to
launch the CD. The artists will be Jean-Philippe
Kuzma (violin) and Marie-Bernadette Dufourcet
and Naji Hakim (organ).
Jean-Philippe Kuzma studied violin and piano at
the Conservatoire National de Région of SaintEtienne. He graduated in 1988 with Gold Medals
in Violin, Chamber Music, Sight reading and
General Musicianship. He also received the 1989
First Prize at the Concours Général de Musique.
While studying with the violinist Devy Erlih in
1991, he was admitted into the Conservatoire
National Supérieur de Musique de Lyon, in the
class of Elizabeth Balmer and Claire Bernard,
leaving 1995 with a First Prize in Violin (Diplôme
National d’Études Supérieures Musicales mention
Très Bien à l’Unanimité). He received a

scholarship from the Mécénat Musical Société
Générale 1995-1996 season, and studied further at
the Jean-Pierre Wallez Music Conservatory in
Geneva. He is currently a violinist with the
Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France,
conducted by Myung Whun Chung.
Marie-Bernadette Dufourcet Hakim is Professor at
the University Michel de Montaigne in Bordeaux
where she teaches History of Music. She studied
with Susan Landale, Marie-Claire Alain and Jean
Langlais, then at the Conservatoire National
Supérieur de Musique de Paris in the classes of
Rolande Falcinelli, Jeanine Rueff, Jean-Claude
Henry, Marcel Bitsch, Serge Nigg and Paul Mefano,
where she won first prizes in organ, improvisation,
harmony, counterpoint and second prizes in fugue,
instrumentation and orchestration. She is a
licentiate performer from the Trinity College of
Music in London, winner of First Prizes at the
International organ and improvisation competitions
in Rennes (F.), St. Albans (GB), Beauvais (F.), as
well as the second Grand Prix d'interprétation of
Chartres (F.). She is honorary organist of the
Grand-Orgue Cavaillé-Coll of l'église Notre-Damedes-Champs in Paris. She participates as concertist
and teacher, at several European and American
festivals and is juror in international competitions.
Her repertoire includes music from the Baroque
period to the 20th century.

Naji Hakim (shown above) studied with J. Langlais
and at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de
Musique de Paris – classes of R. Boutry, J.-C.
Henry, M. Bitsch, R. Falcinelli, J. Castérède and S.
Nigg, where he was awarded seven first prizes. He is
a licentiate teacher in organ from the Trinity College
of Music in London and won ten first prizes at
international organ and composition competitions.
In 1991 he was awarded the Prix André Caplet from
the Académie des Beaux-Arts. At first organist of
the Basilique du Sacré-Coeur, Paris from 1985 until
1993, he then became organist of l’église de la
Trinité, in succession to Olivier Messiaen, from 1993
until 2008. He is professor of musical analysis at the
Conservatoire National de Région de BoulogneBillancourt, and visiting professor at the Royal
Academy of Music, London.

Time out for pastors
By Alison Benney
Funny thing about the clergy. After having been called by God to this vocation, they face
similar job challenges and pressures as the rest of us, except that they are also expected to be
almost godlike in their patience, wisdom and lack of need for time off. This means that every
now and then, they need a bit of a break to let their hair down with colleagues.
So two years ago, Pastor Scott gave a handful of ACP members a daunting mission: Host, feed,
entertain and spiritually nourish 25 pastors and their spouses for a week, here in Paris, for the
annual AICEME gathering. The Association of International Churches in Europe and the
Middle East, is a collection of churches similar to ours, with diverse congregations bearing
witness to Christ and the Gospel among English-speaking people. Their week-long meetings
are a sort of professional vacation, although they didn’t get much free time while they were
here last month, from 9-15 May.
Planning their general activities was easy, as it was just a matter of picking out and organising
a handful of Paris’ many pleasures. So the group of 50 got a boat ride on the Seine, a group
cooking class in the Theatre, a wine tasting in the Library, a bus ride to Chartres with a tour by
Malcolm Miller, a dining out evening at a Paris bistro, and a walking tour of Protestant Paris.
But how do you house, feed and transport 50 people around Paris, on a budget all our churches
can afford? Fortunately we were able to reserve affordable rooms at the lovely Adveniat hostel
just across the river, and everyone got a Navigo card good for a week, complete with maps. As
for food, our ACP catering specialists cooked up a delectable storm, and teams of volunteers
assured breakfast, lunch and most dinners at the church, with a Filipino fellowship lunch on
Sunday.
But the ultimate goals of this week away, of refreshing, inspiring, teaching and sharing, were
also met. Each morning the group met for devotion in the sanctuary, followed by a 2.5-hour
workshop with author and pastor’s pastor Mark Labberton. This provided the core of their
work here, discussing and sharing common challenges – as many of us heard during the
Thurber Thursday evening on 12 May, when Pastor Labberton talked about “Following an
enemy-loving God”. Among the messages that night, his story of one troubling experience with
a member of his congregation solicited empathy and similar stories from the AICEME pastors.
It also provided the non-clergy among us an eye-opening reflection on the impact we have on
our pastors.
In the end, feedback from the participants indicates that we succeeded in providing a good
working break. The pastors and spouses report that they returned to their respective churches
happy, stimulated, and 10 kilos heavier. It was a privilege for the ACP to host the event, and
we can be proud of the warm welcome they received from the congregation. Indeed,
enlightening times were had by all.
***********
Postscript: Heading to London, Berlin or Brussels this summer? When you look for a place to
worship, make sure to stop by one of the AICEME churches. The pastors and spouses came
from churches in Antalya, Berlin, Bishkek, Bonn, Brussels, Bratislava, Copenhagen, Frankfurt,
Geneva, London, Luxembourg, Luzern, Nairobi, Oslo, Stockholm, Strasbourg, The Hague,
Vienna & Zurich. See the AICEME website for more information: http://www.aiceme.net/

The AICEME Week
(Photos by Camilla Macfarlane and Francois Pierre)

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE AICEME PASTORS AND SPOUSES CONFERENCE! Stephen
Larson from Geneva, one of the pastors attending this year’s conference hosted by the ACP, writes, you “have set
a new standard of excellence that will be nearly impossible to beat!...What an astonishingly hospitable and well
organized conference!!! This was my 16th AICEME Conference and far and away, the best…” Well, that pretty
much says it all. Thank you so much to the organizing team: Alison Benney, Rebecca Brite, Cobi Camberlein, Fred
Gramann, Marie Grout, Kim Herr, Gigi Oyog, Camilla Macfarlane, Monica Bassett, Deb and Dave Smidt. And
special thanks to Fred and Bonnie, the Choirs, soloists and musicians for the glorious music, the Filipino
Fellowship for the lunch last Sunday, Judy Myers for her design and production of the many beautiful table
decorations and encouraging notes and signs throughout the week, and the dozens of volunteers who gave time,
care and much love to this successful conference. You are blessed and have given a rich blessing! Thanks be to
God!!

Adult Education Opportunities
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES FOLLOWING THE 9AM & 11AM SERVICES: Adult Bible studies meet
between the services. The Bible studies meet 15 minutes after the end of the worship service in room
G2 (Basement level).
WOAC WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets on Tuesday mornings from 10:30-12:30 am. Everyone is
welcome! We are currently going through the 5th book in the Pursuing Spiritual Transformation series:
“Gifts - The Joy of Serving God”.For more information, please contact Shelley Fischer or Diedre Grizzle.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
EVERY FRIDAY, THE MISSION LUNCH PROGRAM provides a free, cooked lunch at the
host church (American Cathedral, 23 avenue George V, Paris 8e) to those in need. ACP
organizes the lunch on the second Friday of each month, but volunteers are needed every
week for cooking, serving and cleaning-up. Contact: Kristie.
KNITTING GROUP: We are now meeting in The Catacombs, still on Mondays from 5 pm6:40 pm. Come beginners, come experts, bring a friend, check it out! You can even tat, quilt,
crochet or just enjoy the fellowship. Contacts: Antoinette Wolfe or Elizabeth Rand.
ACP PRAYER CARE TEAM: Members of the Prayer Care Team invite you to join them after
the 11 am service if you would like to pray together for your special concerns. Look for the
team on the left side aisle under the chandelier.
DOCENT TOURS needs more members! If you like learning and sharing history, archaeology,
or just love trivia, you will enjoy giving 20-minute docent tours. For more info or to join the
docent team, contact Alison Benney.
LITURGIST MINISTRY: We have a wonderful team of lay readers (liturgists) who assist in
leading worship at the 9 and 11 am worship services each week. If you are interested in being
considered for this ministry, please contact the church secretary at secretary@acparis.org.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Offering altar flowers is a beautiful way to honor God, or people dear to
you, to celebrate special occasions in your lives, or to remember your loved ones. If you would
like to donate flowers, please contact the church secretary at secretary@acparis.org.
MOVIE DISCUSSION GROUP: The movie group's choices for June are Terence Malick’s
“The Tree of Life,” Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne’s “Le Gamin au velo,” Brad Furman’s “The
Lincoln Lawyer’ (La Defense Lincoln) and Asghar Farhadi’s “Une Separation.” See any or all
of these in the cinema of your choosing, then join the group for discussion. The meeting will
be on Thursday, May 19, at 7:30pm in the church basement.
THURSDAY MORNING MEN’S MORNING COFFEE takes place at 7:30 am each Thursday.
Contact Ed at for info or to be added to the email list.
MULTICULTURAL COUPLES GROUP -In light of the long Pentecost weekend we will cancel
the Friday June 10 multicultural pot luck dinner and postpone it to Friday June 17. This will be
the last gathering before the long summer break and we are inviting all couples from the group
to join us for a pot luck BBQ garden party in the outskirts of Paris. For more information
contact Monica Basset or Susanna Anglada .
LADIES: Put on your walking or running shoes and join other women from the church as we
participate in the 2011 La Parisienne. This is a 5 km women-only race that starts and ends at
the Champs de Mars and is scheduled for Sunday, September 11. You don't have to be a
runner as time is not what is important. We will be representing the church and participating in
order to raise awareness of Breast Cancer!! We'd like to get a group together at ACP on
Monday mornings from 9:30-10:30 to begin preparing for this event. Just show up with your
running/walking shoes! If you'd like to participate or find out more, please contact Kim Herr.
You can go to the La Parisienne website to register for the race.

2011

2011

June

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2
Ascension Day
CHURCH CLOSED.

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm
Docent tours, after 11
service
Youth meeting, 3-5 pm
Atelier concert, 5 pm

Pentecost Sunday
Worship services,

5
Knitting Group, 5 pm

12

(Young Adults Picnic.)

20
Knitting Group, 5 pm

26

27
Knitting Group, 5 pm

8
Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm
Adult Choir rehearsal,
7:30 pm

14
Ladies’ Bible Study, 10:30
am*
Young Adults Pizza
Night, 6 pm
Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm

CHURCH CLOSED.

Docent tours, after 11
service
Youth meeting, 3-5 pm
Atelier concert, 5 pm

Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm
Docent tours, after 11
service
Youth meeting, 3-5 pm
Atelier concert, 5 pm

13

19

7
Ladies’ Bible Study, 10:30
am*
Young Adults Bible
Study, 8 pm
Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm

PENTECOST.

9 & 11, and 1:30 pm
Docent tours, after 11
service
Youth meeting, 3-5 pm
Atelier concert, 5 pm
Worship services,
9 & 11, and 1:30 pm

6

15
Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm

21

Ladies’ Bible
Study, 10:30 am*
Council meeting, 7:30
pm
Young Adults Bible Study, 8
pm
Gaudeamus
rehearsal, 7:30 pm

16

Men’s Morning
Coffee, 7:30*

23

Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm

28
Ladies’ Bible Study, 10:30
am*
Young Adults Pizza
Night, 6pm
Gaudeamus rehearsal, 7:30
pm

9

Movie Discussion Group,
7:30 pm

22

29

Men’s Morning
Coffee, 7:30*

Youth choir rehearsals, 16:30 pm

* Activity not held at ACP. Check with organizers for details./Please check the ACP website for a more complete and detailed schedule.

3
Concert for Youth-Young
Adults Mission Trip to Africa,
8 pm

Men’s Morning
Coffee, 7:30*
Thurber Thursday, 6:30
pm,
Bronze bells rehearsal, 7:30

Men’s Morning
Coffee, 7:30*

Saturday

30

African dinner,
fashion show and
art expo, 8 pm

10
Friday Mission Lunch, 10:30,
American Cathedral

4

Pastor Ginger’s
ordination at the
American
Cathedral, 2 pm

11
Young Adults Pentecost
Retreat
Concert by Charles
Tomkins, 8 pm

17
Multicultural Couples Dinner,
8 pm

24

18
Youth Lock-in

25

